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Fm v*.the--}E D I T O R

Easter
CJhe Validating Ei'ent

he resurrection Of the Lord Jesus Christ is the validating event of

the gospel. Without it, there is no substance to our so-called “good
news.” With its truth at the heart of our faith, every other facet comes
clearly into focus and the redemptive picture is complete—and mag-
nificent.

St. Paul leaves no place for doubt when he declares, “And if Christ
be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins” (1 Cor. 15:17).
It is therefore rather strange that some contemporary “theologians” are
now suggesting that the Resurrection is not very important. All that
matters, they tell us, is that we align ourselves with the ideals Christ
portrays and accept the truth He teaches. Today's evangelical preacher
will reject such distorted expressions of faith, and recognize them for
what they are—suggestions of heresy, directly contradictory to the
biblical message we have come to know as the kerygma.

“If Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vairi, and your faith
is also vain. Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God . . (1 Cor.
15:14-15a). Christ’s virgin birth, His perfect life, His mighty miracles,
His redemptive teaching, His sacrificial death—all these are validated
in His resurrection. The angelic messenger expressed the importance
of this event on the first Easter morning: “He is not here: for he is risen,
as he said” (Matt. 28:6). As he said, mark you. Now He lives, and we
can believe all He ever said.

In Christ’s resurrection there is perfect and complete validation for
our faith. The unlikely has become a reality, and the impossible has
been accomplished. He lives, and His last enemy has been conquered.

Since Christ is risen, as he said, then we can put our trust in Him
for our forgiveness. He claimed authority to offer it on more than one
occasion, and He has promised it to all who repent. Without the Resur-
rection, His promise of forgiveness would be no more than the extrava-
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gant claim of a misguided martyr who died for a cause in which He
believed. But He lives, and His words to the paralytic take on a new
meaning for us: “ Son, thy sins be forgiven thee” (Mark 2:5).

There is a fresh wave of understanding moving among us today
regarding the age-old problem of sin and guilt. Dr. Karl Menninger’s
recent book, Whatever Became of Sin? (Hawthorn Books, New York,
1973), expresses a psychiatrist’'s concern for the confusion in our under-
standing of guilt. Our preoccupation with concepts of “neurosis” which
include real as well as imagined guilt has led us away from the true
nature of our problem. Without denying the existence of neurosis and
mental illness, Menninger suggests that sin also is real. Abraham Mas-
low and many other psychologists have come to this viewpoint. It may
be that we are learning, be it ever so slowly, to turn less to our own
understanding and more to the Source of our help. Jesus Christ is risen,
as he said. And as He said, freedom from sin’s condemnation comes
when we acknowledge our guilt, repent of our sins, and place our trust
in Him for forgiveness.

As he said, we can also expect the coming of the Holy Spirit in
His cleansing power. Jesus declared, “ And, behold, | send the promise of
my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be
endued with power from on high” (Luke 24:49). He also said—and we
can believe itl—“Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many
days hence” (Acts I:5fc).

We are tempted to doubt the possibilities of grace in the destruction
of inbred sin and the entire sanctification of our hearts when we reason
within ourselves how unlikely this may be in terms of our own power.
But the Risen Christ confronts us, and we remember it is He who said it.
Our faith is validated and we believe it. There is no need to dwell at
length in Romans, chapter 7, where the cry is “for the good that I would
I do not: but the evil which I would not, that | do” (v. 19). No
longer need we pray, “O wretched man that | am! who shall deliver me
from the body of this death?” (v. 24). On, as they say, to orthodoxy!
“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from
the law of sin and death” (Rom. 8:2).

Christ is risen, as He said. And, as He said, there is victory for those
who trust in the power of His precious blood for cleansing from inbred
sin.

As he said, we can go in the power of the Spirit giving witness to His
redemptive grace. “You shall receive power,” he said, “when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8, RSV).*

As he said, he will be with us always. As he said, when we ask we
receive and when we seek we find. As he said, we follow Him and “catch
men.” As he said, He is preparing a place for us and will come again to
receive us, that where He is there we may be also.

He said, “1 am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am
alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death” (Rev.
1:18).

Jesus said it, Easter validates it, we believe it, and that settles it.

Let His matchless name be praised, now and forevermore.

*From the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyrighted 1946 and 1952.
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Easter sermon—

“l Carried His Cross”

By Mark Smith*

nd they compel one Simon a Cyre-

nian, who passed by, coming out of
the country, the father of Alexander and
Rufus, to bear his cross” (Mark 15:21).

May | tell you the story of a pious Jew
by the name of Simon. He was a large
and powerful man, sitting on the veranda
of his plantation home early Saturday
evening, with a partly opened scroll on
the table before him. He was in a medi-
tative mood. It was the time of the eve-
ning meal with his wife and sons, Alexan-
der and Rufus, that he spoke of his
thoughts.

“The fields of barley and wheat are
good this year. They are heavy with
grain. The olive trees are heavy with
olives, and the date groves look good too.
I am now nearing middle life, and | have
long had a dream of going up to Jeru-
salem for the time of the Passover. |
have dreamed of beholding the hills
about the Holy City, and the great walls,
of standing in the courts of the temple
making sacrifice to God of our fathers.

“This seems to be the year for me to go.
You two sons can manage the harvest.
Mother will be here to advise you, and
we have the finances to make the thou-
sand-mile journey. Then, too, someone
must go from our colony and synagogue
to represent us before the altars of Jeho-
vah in Jerusalem. Possible | can be that
person this Passover. The time is short.
It is now March, the month before the
pascal full moon, and |I must haste if |
am to arrive for the Passover.”

Simon of Cyrene leaves his family and
the house that stands high on the lime-
stone hill surrounded by the plantation.

‘Visitation pastor, First Church of the Nazarene,
Long Beach.
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He joins in with a caravan, taking his
best camels and servants. Leaving the
country we now call Libya, they move
eastward across the burning sands of
northern Africa.

Twenty-seven days later, Simon of
Cyrene descends from his camel and
stands on Mount Olivet before the city
of his fathers, beholding its magnificent
towers, walls, and the hills about the city.
Olivet is 240 feet above the city, so he has
a panoramic first glimpse.

Words cannot describe the feelings and
emotions that one has as he looks for
the first time upon Jerusalem. It is really
a spiritual experience never to be for-
gotten.

The camels are left with the slaves
while he and his two servants make their
way through the Passover throng of over
2 million who have gathered for the feast.
Descending Mount Olivet, the road leads
over the lower ridge of Scopus and enters
the Damascus Gate. The crowds, who
have thronged the roadway and passages
into the city, have slowed almost to a
standstill.

A thousand yards from the gate, the
singing, shouting, surging crowd comes to
a stop as a convoy of Roman soldiers
opens a way through the masses. They
are leading three criminals of the courts
in the procession of death up the incline
to a nearby hill. The three are half drag-
ging, half carrying their crosses past
women and children, white-faced, with
hands pressed to their lips in fear and
sorrow. Others are angry and profane. All
stand aside to wait and see an execution
by Rome, the day before Passover.

One of the three in the convoy staggers
and falls beneath His cross directly in
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front of Simon. Bewildered, Simon is fur-
ther confused when a soldier grabs his
garments at the chest and shoulders with
his right hand and presses his sword to
Simon’s stomach with his left hand,
shouting, “You, sir, in the funny gar-
ments, carry His cross!” With that, he
pulls and shoves him in the direction of
the wooden beam.

Simon’s plans have suddenly been in-
terrupted. He had no plans for carrying
crosses; he had servants and slaves for
such work. He had come to Jerusalem to
see the Holy City and to stand within the
courts of her temple and there purchase
and offer sacrifices for himself and his
synagogue back in Cyrene. The cross was
thrust upon him. This is something he
had not expected. It was not of his choos-
ing. He had no choice but to bear it for
the Convict.

Next, he finds himself at the place of
execution. He is in the front row, very
near. He sees the garments cast aside,
later to be divided at the toss of dice.
He sees the men laid upon the crosses
and the actual nailing procedure. The
crosses Hire raised, and there he stands,
partly a guest of the soldiers and partly a
guest of the executed.

The spirit of one of the men is different
from that of the others, and His words
are also different. Simon hears Him pray,
“Father, forgive them.” To one of the
prisoners He says, “To day shalt thou be
with me in paradise.” To the woman he
says, “Woman, behold thy son!” To one
of His disciples He adds, “Behold thy
mother.” Later he commends His spirit
into the hands of His Heavenly Father,
saying, “It is finished.”

“Who is this remarkable man?” Simon
asks one passing near.

“Jesus of Nazareth. He claims to be
the Son of God,” comes the answer.

The life of Jesus had been lived with
all of its conflicts and blessings, and God
the Father had not interfered. Man might
do as he wishes, but now it is finished,
and from here on the story is different.
About the third hour a supernatural
darkness comes, followed by an earth-
quake, and a number of the dead come
from their graves. All this the day before
Passover.

Back at the house on top of the lime-

stone hill in Cyrene, restlessness invades
the family. Simon should have returned
after two months and two weeks, but it
has been an extra month now, and no
caravan brings him back. The servants
also talk of the matter. The harvest of
the crops is about complete, and Alexan-
der and Rufus plan a search for their
father. What could keep him so long? He
is now nearly two months overdue. Has
he been abducted for a ransom? Is he
dead from foul play? Could the caravan
have lost its way in the sands? Monday
the two sons will leave to seek the an-
swer.

It is early Saturday afternoon when a
lookout spots an approaching caravan
and announces that it shows signs of
Simon’s return. All eagerly wait beneath
the palm tree as it approaches. It is a
joyful homecoming, accompanied by a
festive celebration.

The candles burn long and low that
night as Simon tells his story. “I carried
His cross and saw Him crucified. | heard
Him say, ‘Father, forgive them, and to
the man on His right, ‘To day shalt thou
be with me in paradise,’ and to the wom-
an, ‘Behold thy son!” and to His disciple,
‘Behold thy mother,” and, ‘I thirst,” and,
‘It is finished.” And the darkness—such
darkness you'll never know—and there
was an earthquake. The veil of the Tem-
ple was rent and people came from their
graves.

“Then | watched the stationing of the
soldiers about the tomb with the seal
attached. But an angel came and rolled
the stone away and sat upon it and met
the women who came early in the morn-
ing with spices. This Jesus appeared
again and again. | was among the 500
that stood on Mount Olivet and saw Him
ascend into heaven, and saw and heard
the angels who appeared saying ‘Why
stand ye gazing up into heaven? this
same Jesus, which is taken up from you
into heaven, shall so come in like man-
ner as ye have seen him go into heaven’
[Acts 1:11]. Then many of us returned to
Jerusalem to wait for the giving of the
Holy Ghost on the Day of Pentecost.

“Much more followed. | knew you
would be concerned, and | felt | must
return to you, especially after my total
commitment brought to me the commis-
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sion to go into the whole world and wit-
ness to every creature about the Mes-
siah, for | have joined the movement.”

St. Paul, in his letter to the Romans,
salutes Rufus, son of Simon, now leader
of the Roman church.

Paul also speaks of the hospitality of
the mother of Alexander and Rufus in
1 Corinthians.

Acts tells that Simon and Rufus of
Cyrene were preaching at Antioch. |
think one of his sermon subjects was, “I
Carried His Cross.” Some have never felt
the weight of the Cross. Real joy and gen-
uine peace come when one feels the
weight of the Cross. Paul’s prayer was,
“That | may share the fellowship of his
suffering.”

Must Jesus bear the cross alone,
And all the world go free?

No, there’s a cross for every one,
And there’s a cross for me.

The Importance
of the
Resurrection

By Joseph Larson*

The main doctrines of Christianity are
the atoning death and the bodily resur-
rection of Christ. On these two doctrines
hang all the hopes of God’'s people
through the ages.

The day that Jesus died was the dark-
est hour of human history. The Son of
God, dying as the Lamb of God, offered
himself as a perfect Sacrifice for man’s
sin. This sacrifice was greater than all
our sin. It was God’'s answer to the
demands of justice, the only way of re-
demption from sin.

Christ suffered that we might escape
suffering forever. He was forsaken that
we might not be forsaken eternally. He
became poor that we might become rich
through Him. He wore the crown of
thorns that we might wear the crown of
gold. He was wounded unto death that
we might have eternal life. He humbled
himself that we might be exalted through

«Spring Valley, Calif.
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Him. He was unclothed that we might be
clothed with the garments of the righ-
teousness of God in Christ.

Jesus Christ by His death overcame
sin and Satan that we might become vic-
torious over sin and death. He drank the
bitter cup of punishment for sin that we
might be justified by faith (Rom. 5:1;
1 Pet. 3:18). This is the true meaning
of the death of Christ (1 Cor. 15:1-4).

Behold Him as He went through Geth-
semane to Calvary. For three hours the
world was dark. God hung crepe on the
world because His Son was dying.

But death could not hold its prey.
Jesus arose bodily from the dead the
third day, according to the Scriptures
(1 Cor. 15:3-4, 20-25). He laid his life
down that He might take it again (John
10:17). He wrested from Satan the power
that he had over death. He brought many
saints of God into Paradise. “He led cap-
tivity captive, and gave gifts unto men”
(Eph. 4:8).

Why;do we have Easter? Is it only to
display lilies, bunnies, and eggs for the
enjoyment of children? No, the bodily
resurrection of Christ was the greatest
single event in human history.

After His resurrection, Jesus appeared
to Mary Magdalene, to the women re-
turning from the tomb with the angelic
message. He appeared to Peter alone in
Galilee, and to the disciples on the way to
Emmaus. He appeared eight days after
that to the 7 apostles by the lake of
Tiberias. He appeared again on the
mount, to the apostles and about 500
other saints. He also appeared to James
alone. He revealed himself to Saul of
Tarsus on his way to Damascus. He
appeared to Stephen at his death. He
also appeared to the aged Apostle John
on the Isle of Patmos.

These witnesses and evidences prove
to us that Christ arose from the dead.
They give to believers a living hope. They
guarantee to the saved a final resurrec-
tion and eternal glory. This is the basis
for abiding faith for every Christian.

There you have the true meaning of
Easter. It is His resurrection day! With
the risen Christ we may have daily fel-
lowship. We may now rejoice in Him
daily, walking in newness of eternal life,
anticipating future glory.
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THE€OLOGIOIL

C. S. COWLES,
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Professor, Northwest Nazarene College

Jesus Risen!
— The Great Evangelical Blind Spot

f christ has not been raised, then
I our preaching is in vain and your
faith is in vain” (1 Cor. 15:14, RSV).1

What in the world has happened to
our preaching of the resurrection of
Jesus?

Unquestionably, the message that
sent a shocking reverberation around
the first-century world was not that
Jesus had died, but that “this Jesus
God raised up, and of that we are all
witnesses” (Acts 2:32). Small wonder
that Luke records this reaction:
“Now when they heard this they were
cut to the heart” (2:37).

Front and center, the Good News
of the Resurrection formed the heart
of the earliest Church’s evangel. Ev-
erything else came after. It was the
Resurrection-event which gave cred-
ibility to all of the other equally
astounding facets of God’s great sav-
ing deed done in Christ (1 Cor. 15:14,
17). Jesus was “designated Son of
God,” declares Paul, “in power ac-
cording to the Spirit of holiness by
his resurrection from the dead”
(Rom. 1:4).

Consider then, the “deafening si-
lence” concerning the resurrection of
Jesus among contemporary evangeli-
cals.

1. All scripture references are from the Revised
Standard Version of the Bible, copyrighted 1946 and
1952.
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It is fair to say that Campus Cru-
sade has embodied the essence of the
Gospel as it is proclaimed across the
broad spectrum of evangelical Prot-
estantism in their widely used Four
Spiritual Laws. Until their most re-
cent revision, there was not so much
as even a mention of the Resurrec-
tion. One might be translated from
the kingdom of darkness to the king-
dom of light, from the power of Satan
to the power of God, from death and
hell to life and heaven without so
much as even knowing that God
raised up Jesus—much less believing
it! As a woman in my church put it,
“1 had been converted for six months
before | ever heard that Jesus was
raised from the dead, and when |
discovered that fact, | was almost
beside myself with joy.” Happily,
this incredible omission has been rec-
tified by Campus Crusade. But the
word of the Resurrection is still sub-
point “B” under Law Three—hardly
the position accorded it among the
New Testament witnesses.

I was sure that James Kennedy’s
popular Evangelism Explosion text-
book, which deals so comprehensive-
ly with the plan of salvation, would
restore the Resurrection to its New
Testament place. But no—not a
mention of the Resurrection. Again
there is a heavy and proper emphasis
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upon Jesus’ redemptive work through
His death on the Cross. And then
there is a joyful celebration of Christ
Alive as Lord today. But the Resur-
rection-event which links the two to-
gether is skipped, bypassed, ignored.

It is not my intention to unduly
cast aspersion upon either these
effective evangelistic instruments or
the faithful servants who have
created them. Rather, | think that
they are merely delivering what they
have received—a kerygma in which
the bodily resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead has either been
down-played or omitted altogether.

Fortunately, our basic compendi-
um of Wesleyan theology, Exploring
Our Christian Faith, does assert the
centrality of the Resurrection-event
in the understanding of the gospel.
Nevertheless, this “witness” is given
with a minimum of emphasis or ex-
position. Nearly as much space is
devoted to a discussion of a dead
religion, Taoism, as to the resurrec-
tion of Jesus. In discussing the
uniqueness and finality of Christian-
ity over other world religions, the
resurrection of Jesus from the dead is
not even cited. But this is reflective
of the non-shock wave that the gospel
of the Resurrection communicates
among mainstream evangelicals to-
day.

If a sampling of sermons preached
and published is any indicator, it is
safe to say that the good news of
Jesus raised by the power of God is
hardly shouted from our pulpits
across the land. It may merit special
attention on Easter Sunday—that is,
if baby dedications and a choir can-
tata do not preempt the sermon.

Consider now the New Testament.
Laced throughout all four Gospels
are anticipations of and predictions
concerning the Resurrection. Each
rises to its pinnacle-peak with the
shout, “He is risen!” The empty
tomb is regarded by the evangelists

April, 1976

as the supreme miracle, the superla-
tive manifestation, and the ultimate
revelation of God’s great saving deed
done in Christ on the plane of world
history.

The Acts of the Apostles opens
with Jesus “alive . . . appearing . ..
speaking . . . staying . . . lifted up”
(1:3-11). The paramount concern of
that embryo Church gathered in
waiting expectation for the coming of
the Spirit was that “a witness to his
resurrection” (1:22) would be found
to take the place vacated by Judas.

Then onward, from the outpouring
of the Spirit (Acts 2) to Paul’s mov-
ing witness before King Agrippa
(Acts 26), the Book of Acts leaps,
dances, rejoices, celebrates, revels,
feasts, proclaims, shares, witnesses
in the glory of God’'s mighty act of
raising Jesus and thereby exalting
him as Lord and Christ. On almost
every page and in virtually every ser-
mon, the good news of the Resurrec-
tion is the alpha and omega of the
kerygma. Like the bow of a mighty
ship, the gospel of Jesus risen cuts
through the murky waters of Jewish
unbelief and pagan superstition,
compelling men to stand up and take
notice.

If Paul does indeed take up the
earliest creed of the Church and em-
body it in his Roman letter, as some
New Testament scholars contend,
then perhaps it is time for us to re-
assess the place and position of the
Resurrection in our gospel proclama-
tion. For there Paul declares, “I1fyou
confess with your lips that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved” (10:9). The unmistak-
able implication is that knowing and
believing in the resurrection of Jesus
was regarded by the earliest Church
as being more germane and funda-
mental for salvation than assenting
to cross-centered concepts of the
atonement—just the reverse of our
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emphasis. Again, the problem is not
one of either/or, but of priority and
balance. First the Resurrection, then
the Cross. Only as that relationship
and order is honored does the revela-
tion of what happened through
Christ’s sacrificial death on the Cross
become intelligible and credible.
Otherwise, why should his death be
regarded as any more efficacious
than that of a multitude of apparent-
ly righteous men?

I have the growing conviction that
what was good news once is good
news still. Men in the grip of “nucle-
ar neurosis”—Ilaboring under the
weight of numbing anxieties and
fears, plodding unwillingly but irre-
vocably toward their date with death
—need to hear about that Nazarene
who died, who was buried, and who
rose again the third day! | cannot
think of any message entrusted to the
Christian Church which has more po-
tential for striking the most sensitive
and responsive nerve in the souls of
men. For dying men under the sen-
tence of death, there is no news quite
like that of hearing about a man who
walked the Via Dolorosa, the way of
death, and who kept right on walking
out the other side into the light and
glory of God’s great resurrection
morning, never to die again! Now,
brother, that's good news!

When | mentioned almost casually
to an aerospace firm executive the
fact that Jesus died and rose again,
he stopped me in my tracks and
asked, “What was that you said?
Did I hear you right about someone
rising again from the dead? Would
you run that by again?”

Incredibly, this man had grad-
uated from one of the great univer-
sities of the West, had risen to the top
position of his division of a greatcom-
pany, and had come to his forty-
fourth year without ever having
heard that Jesus had risen. To his
technologically-trained, secular
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mind, this was a farfetched idea,
too fantastic for serious discussion.
And yet, here we were, discussing it
back and forth for well over an hour.
In spite of himself, he was intrigued
by the story as | read it from the
New Testament itself.

His final words to me as | was leav-
ing his home that night stung my
soul: “If I could believe that what you
say is true, that Jesus did in fact rise
again and is now alive—if | could
really believe that, | guarantee that |
would become the greatest mission-
ary that Santa Maria has ever seen.
For that would have to be the best
news and most hopeful message that
any human being could ever hear!”

A few evenings later | found my-
self at the dining room table of a
young couple eager to hear the gos-
pel. Bom and raised in England quite
apart from the church, they were
interested in studying the Bible.

With the wistful testimony of the
aerospace executive very much in my
consciousness, | departed from my
usual salvation-plan presentation,
and asked Jerry to read John 19,
the story of the Crucifixion; Then
John 20, the Resurrection. Several
times he stumbled as he read the
account. His incredulity could not be
disguised. He asked me to explain
what was happening. | did. Then he
read on. Into chapter 21 he plunged
without a break. | could sense a grow-
ing wonder. When he finished, he
leaned back and sighed, “1 wish there
were more. | have never read any-
thing like that!” | assured him that
there was, and encouraged him to
read on in Acts 1.

By the time Jerry’s rich baritone
voice with its distinctive English
accent was recounting Peter’s great
sermon in Acts 2, he could contain
himself no longer. Tears unashamed-
ly coursed down his cheeks. Kathy
was weeping with joy. And so was I.
No question about it, the work had
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been done. All that was left for me
was to ask them if they believed that
Jesus was the Son of God, and that
God raised him from the dead. They
responded with a force that startled
me, “1 do!” And they did! They went
on to become some of the most joyful
and productive church members |
have ever had.

“And with great power the apostles
gave their testimony to the resurrec-

tion of the Lord Jesus, and great
grace was upon them all” (Acts 4:33).

Great power then. Great power
now! Why should we any longer with-
hold the greatest news which could
ever fall on human ears? Why should
we deny our people, our world, and
ourselves the opportunity of celebrat-
ing the greatest event that has ever
occurred among men?

Maranatha!

Objective and Perspective
in the Minister

Part 1l

erspective IS the art of picturing
P an object or a scene in such a
way as to show it as it appears to
the eye with reference to relative dis-
tance of depth. It is the relation of
the parts to the whole: a picture to
see things in true relationship. The
idea of perspective is from the area of
art—not modern art but true art—in
which one concept is central. The
artist relates everything else he in-
cludes in the picture in proper bal-
ance to make the central concept the

by
Lewis T. Corlett

President Emeritus
Nazarene
Theological Seminary

April, 1976

natural focal point and all other sup-
plementary and complementary to it.
It is not a good picture without both,
but it takes a keen sense of perspec-
tive for the artist to keep true bal-
ance.

God has chosen to be dependent
upon human beings as the intermed-
iary between himself and mankind in
order to reveal God to others by ex-
ample and precept. Thus the min-
ister is challenged to take of the re-
sources of God and so incorporate
them in character and so use them in
the service of the Kingdom as to in-
tensify the truth with the beauty of
harmonious living and constructive
and redemptive service. Perspective
is the proper understanding of hu-
man responsibility to so embody the
divine resources as to enrich the min-
ister in producing a greater efficiency
in his ministry. It requires the accep-
tance of personal responsibility to
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make constructive use of available
divine resources The Holy Spirit
waits to guide, but He never forces
the minister to do this.

God’'s plan and purpose is to
enable each believer to portray a true
balance of objective and perspective
so as to encourage people to accept
Christ as Saviour and Lord of their
lives, and to inspire other believers to
desire a richer fellowship in Christ.

Three scriptures will be used as
points of reference. The balance of
perspective in a picture is regulated
by what is left out as well as what is
included. The first scripture refers to
that which the minister should keep
out of the picture he is painting:

“With your eyes wide open to the
mercies of God, | beg you, my broth-
ers, as an act of intelligent worship,
to give him your bodies, as a living
sacrifice, consecrated to him and
acceptable by him. Don’'t let the
world around you squeeze you into its
own mold, but let God remold your
minds from within, so that you may
prove in your practice [picture] that
the plan of God for you is good, meets
all his demands and moves toward a
goal of true maturity” (Rom. 12:1-2,
Phillips).1

The other scriptures are positive
directions for the minister in making
his life and service a picture of God
and His resources.

“But as for you, teach what bene-
fits sound doctrine” (Titus 2:1,
RSV).2 (Phillips translates it: “Now
you must tell them the sort of charac-
ter which should spring from sound
teaching.”) “. . . to show entire and
true fidelity, so that in everything
they may adorn the doctrine of God
our Savior” (v. 10, RSV). “Let no one
despise your youth, but set the be-
lievers an example in speech and con-
duct, in love, in faith, in purity”
(1 Tim. 4:12, RSV). In other words,
be certain to paint a good picture.

The first scriptural reference,
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“Don’t let the world around you
squeeze you into its own mold,” gives
directions to eliminate detrimental
aspects from the picture. This im-
plies that there is presure on all per-
sons continuously (although they
may be unaware of it), shaping view-
points, attitudes, actions, and reac-
tions. The totality of this pressure is
an endeavor to force all people into
a specific mold (the world’s own
mold). Not everything in this mold is
evil. Culture is what man has de-
veloped in his society, so it changes
with the generations. Much of the
wickedness of the day is the abuse
and misuse of the good in the culture.
Yet, while it is not all evil, parts of it
may detract from the primary goal.
The minister is challenged to be
aware of this and omit from the pic-
ture he is painting anything that
weakens or detracts from the main
focal point.

What are some of the factors or
elements in “the world’'s own mold”?
I was raised in a culture that valued
independence and adventure. That
period ended in 1933, and since then
youth has been reared in a culture
with the idea of security most promi-
nent. This is not altogether detri-
mental, nor is all of it constructive,
but it definitely has influenced their
viewpoints and reactions. They have
been pressed into some of the mold of
their generation.

How much pressure has been gen-
erated by this “squeeze” by Modern
Art and Modern Music? There may
be some good in these, but primarily
they are conducive to permissiveness
and meaninglessness. Take this blob
of paint—by man or elephant—the
interpretation is according to the
viewer’s inner concept, and anything
goes. There is no objective and per-
spective in it; no meaning except
what the person looking at it wishes
to give it.

What shall be said about the con-
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glomeration of noises called modern
music? No prominent emphasis ex-
cept the heavy beat: the type of
sound that brings out the lower in-
stincts in teen-agers—note the reac-
tions at most rock festivals. It is true
that these are extreme, but the music
has no constructive priorities nor
balanced perspective. You have felt
its pressures, and no doubt have been
somewhat influenced by it.

Another phase of the world’'s own
mold is mediocrity. This is seen
mostly in the present-day philosophy
of work and labor. Again, not all is
evil, as the labor unions were formed
in the beginning of this century to
counteract similar evils by Capital.
(I am not an anti-union person, but |
do not approve or agree with some of
their ideas and practices.) The phi-
losophy the unions are working on
tends to create an attitude that is
conducive to do “less than your
best.” The labor unions have fostered
mediocrity by insisting that the stan-
dard of production be related to that
of the average workman. In other
words, do not try to do your best, be
satisfied to do an average amount.
This confuses priorities and causes
restlessness in character. When a
person consents to do less than his
best in any area of personal opera-
tion, it will tend to lower his demands
upon himself in every area unless
there is definite purpose to counter-
act the pressure. Too many persons
do not know the pleasure and satis-
faction of the knowledge of ajob well
done. It may even induce a person
to be just content to get by in Chris-
tian living and service.

Mediocrity is about the strongest
phase of the pressure of the world’s
own mold, and | wonder if it is un-
consciously affecting some ministers.
If not, what is causing the lack of
controlling desire to excel, to disci-
pline themselves to improve and be
more efficient for God and the
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church? No, not a desire to excel at
the expense of another, nor in compe-
tition with another, but an over-
whelming passion to be the best
Christian and the most efficient min-
ister the minister and God can
produce.

Another aspect of the “world’s
own mold” is the modem connota-
tion of the word “success.” It is based
more today on graphs, statistics, and
the pressure to outdo others, regard-
less of methods and tactics used,
more than the depth of spirit that
should enrich the person and those he
contacts. This creates restlessness
and uncertainty, with undue pressure
being exerted from those above them.
Thus they are not happy in their
work nor do they have a wholesome
attitude to life or the work they are
doing. The minister should never
allow this attitude to color the pic-
ture of holy living and Christian ser-
vice he is painting. The better word
for the progress of the minister is
usefulness.

Since there is a blending of the
constructive and the detrimental in
the world’s own mold, the minister
must learn to evaluate the pressures
and forces which are influencing and
shaping his character, actions, and
reactions. While all persons are
changing as the culture changes, the
minister must have the biblical ad-
monition as a norm: “Fashion your
character according to the holiness of
God” (1 Pet. 1:13-16). Desire to excel
in understanding truth: not in com-
petition with your fellow workers, but
with yourself. Do not become a slave
to statistics, but ever desire to build
the kingdom of God for His glory,
and there will be substantial growth.

The positive aspect of perspective
will be discussed in the next article.

1. From The New Testament in Modem English,
copyright © by J. B. Phillips, 1958. Used by per-
mission of the Macmillan Co.

2. From the Revised Standard Version of the
Bible, copyrighted 1946 and 1952
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John Wesley on Inward Sin

Selected by Roy S. Nicholson*

he question of Sin is one which
T students of Wesley must con-
sider carefully. He writes of outward
sin, meaning “an actual, voluntary
transgression of the law; of the re-
vealed, written law of God, of any
commandment of God, acknowl-
edged to be such at the time that it is
transgressed” (Works, 5:227*%).

He also writes of inward sin, by
which he means “any sinful temper,
passion, or affection; such as pride,
self-will, love of the world in any kind
or degree; such as lust, anger, pee-
vishness; any disposition contrary to
the mind which was in Christ” (lbid.,
p. 146). This inward “infection of
nature doth remain, yea, in them
that are regenerated ...” (lbid., p.
145).

Wesley was quick to allow “that
the state of a justified person is
inexpressibly great and glorious” and
that “so long as he ‘walketh in love’

*General President Emeritus, The Wesleyan
Church.

**The Works herein referred to is The Works of
Wesley, 14-volume, complete and unabridged edi-
tion.
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(which he always may do) he wor-
ships God in spirit and in truth. He
keepeth the commandments of God,
and doeth those things that are
pleasing in his sight; so exercising
himself as to ‘have a conscience void
of offense, toward God and toward
men’: And he has power both over
outward and inward sin, even from
the moment he is justified” (lbid.,
pp. 146-47). He declared: “They are
not condemned for inward sin, even
though it does now remain . . . yet,
so long as . . . they maintain a con-
tinual war with all sin, with pride,
anger, desire, so that the flesh hath
no dominion over them, but they still
‘walk after the Spirit;’ ‘there is no
condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus’” (lbid., p. 91).

The Transmission of Sin

Dr. McCosh, an eminent Metho-
dist divine, wrote: “The orthodox
view is that this native corruption is
derived from a sinful ancestry, in
whose loss of purity their whole pos-
terity is involved. This view repre-
sents the depravity of human nature
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as coming from the laws of natural
descent, the child inheriting from the
parent a corrupt nature, prone to evil
in consequence of which he runs
easily into open sin . .. (Gen. 5:3) . ..
Psa. 51:5” (The Methodist Armor,
H. T. Hudson, pp. 30-31).

Wesley taught that “Adam was a
public person, including all his pos-
terity, and, consequently, that all
mankind, descending from him by
ordinary generation, sinned in him,
and fell with him in his first trans-
gression . . . Gen. 2:16-17; . . . Rom.
5:12-20; and 1 Cor. 15:21-22, where
we are expressly told that ‘by his
offence, judgment is come upon all
men to condemnation’” (Works, 9:
262; see also Wesley's Notes upon the
New Testament, pp. 375, 376, 441-42
where he comments incisively on this
subject; also in The Theology of John
Wesley, Abingdon Press, 1946, pp.
198-200; see also Wesley’'s Works,
9:332, 333).

The Nature of Inward Sin

This “inbred enemy, the carnal
mind,” which remains in the believer
after his regeneration and is removed
only by “the whole process” of entire
sanctification, is “no proof’ that one
in whom it is discovered is not a be-
liever, for “it has no dominion over
him.” (See Wesley's Journal for the
evening of July 24, 1740, Works,
1:277-78).

A careful reading of Wesley’s very
extensive treatise on “The Doctrine
of Original Sin” (Worfes, 9:191-465)
reveals a great diversity of terms by
which the disease of the soul is de-
scribed. This list is gleaned from
Wesley’'s Works, volume 9, at the
pages indicated by parentheses.
“The corruption of the understand-
ing” (448); “averseness to goodness”
(449); “a natural proneness to evil”
(450); “a natural contrariety, a direct
opposition in the will of man, to God
himself’ (451); “a blind mind, a
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perverse will, disordered affections;
. .conscience is corrupt and defiled”
(457); “the corruption and sin of our
nature, . . . “this mother sin” (461).
Wesley, quoting from Boston's
“Four-fold State of Man,” writes:
“Were they sensible of the corruption
of their nature, they would beware of
entering on the devil’'s ground; as one
girt about with bags of gunpowder
would be as loath to walk where
sparks of fire were flying” (lbid., p.
462). “Of all sins, it is the most
extensive and diffusive. It goes
through the whole man and spoils all
. It is the poison of the old serpent
cast into the fountain, and so infects
every action, every breathing of the
soul ... It is the seed of all [sins]
which want but the occasion to set up
their heads . . . But the corruption of
nature passes not away. It remains in

its full power . . . till nature is
changed by converting grace” (p.
463).

In a subsequent article it will be
shown that Wesley taught that after
one has been converted, born again,
justified by faith, the full soul health,
the perfect cleansing of the heart
“from all sin,” called for the subse-
guent crisis experience of entire sanc-
tification.

As a truly spiritual leader, Wesley
concluded his treatise on Original
Sin with this admonition: “That you
may have a full view of the sin of your
nature, 1 would recommend to you
three things: 1. Study to know the
spirituality and the extent of the law
of God; for that is the glass wherein
you may see yourselves. 2. Observe
your hearts at all times; but espe-
cially under temptation. Temptation
is a fire that brings up the scum of
the unregenerate heart. 3. Go to God
through Jesus Christ, for illumina-
tion by his Spirit. Say unto him,
‘What | know not, teach thou me!
and be willing to take in light from
the word . . .” (lbid., p. 464).
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Too many Christians do not have friends
outside the church; but our new converts

can lead us to their friends who need
our witness

Friendship Patterns in Evangelism

By Joseph F. Nielson*

he accompanying diagram is an
T effort to show how people shift in
their friendship pattern after con-
version. Before an individual is con-
verted, all of his friends are in the
world and he has no friends per se in
the church. At the time of conversion
he has many friends in the world and
a few friends in the church. As he
continues to associate in the church,
his friendships increase in the church
while his friends in the world de-
crease. Finally, it is possible to con-
ceive of a time when a Christian’s
friends are all in the church, and he
knows no one—or very few people—
whom he can influence for Christ in
the world.

The pattern of friendship change
has implications for the evangelistic
outreach of the church. When people
who have been in the church for a
long period of time are urged to be
“soul winners,” they know of no one
who is a candidate for their evange-
listic efforts. The Christian may have
numerous acquaintances, but the
longer he is involved in the church
the more unimportant they become
in the meaning of his life. Conse-
quently, frustration, and perhaps
guilt, set in because the Christian is
unable to fulfill the church and the
gospel call. In order to alleviate the

~Professor of Sociology, Olivet Nazarene College.
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guilt many Christians then pray for
people who have been in and around
the church for years, or for some
“loved one” who is far away. Thus,
much of the effort in soul winning is
expended through emotional energy
trying to search for alleviation of
guilt rather than fulfilling the call to
make disciples.

Let us look at some of the reasons
why such a friendship pattern should
develop:

1. The conservative evangelical
church is traditionally a family-ori-
ented social group. Pastors of these
churches admonish their people to
revolve around the church program.
Little by little only church people are
a part of their social activities, and
the sinner in the world is excluded.
Revolving the family around the
church is not a bad relationship, but
it can militate against an evangelistic
thrust.

2. The conservative evangelical
church has preached separation from
the world. People begin to really
“come out from among them” until
there are no contacts preparatory for
soul winning.

3. Many of the conservative evan-
gelical churches are small. This
means that in order to run a *“full
program” people are overburdened
with church responsibilities which
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limit outside contacts or become a
substitute for soul winning.

4. Many times Christians want to
surround their children with the best
environment. Therefore, only church
people are brought into their chil-
dren’s lives. When children become
adults they are already conditioned
to live within the church orbit. Their
friendship system is freighted with
non-prospects for the kingdom.

5. Another limiting aspect for soul
winning is education. Is it possible
that educated Christians fill jobs in
the higher socioeconomic brackets
and do not touch the blue collar
workman and masses? The church
has been developing college gradu-
ates who become leaders in the local
church. A spin-off from this is that
the church programming is geared for
the educated and higher socio-eco-
nomic groups and not the masses.
One way to complement this trend is
through developing more vocational
programs in our colleges so that
Christians are recruited in the blue-

Prospsct Potential

World Church

Pre-Conversion

Conversion
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collar fields. A broadened curriculum
base can also help save our colleges
in this time of financial stress. Edu-
cation which is designed to save our
church can become a hindrance to
evangelistic efforts by limiting our
prospect potential.

All the above observations are good
characteristics to develop within the
church. Each has a vital part to play
in the unfolding of a total church
program. The question arises, “How
can we offset the latent ill effects of
these friendship patterns that con-
tinually diminish the prospect poten-
tial?” Christians have been taught to
“zero in” on a non-Christian.
Through intercessory prayer, invita-
tion, and persistence, Christians are
urged to follow through until the
sinner finds Christ. This approach is
all right, but it certainly limits the
scope of one’s witness. Many times
opportunities for witnessing are
missed because of concentrating on
one person. It appears to me that all
Christians should be witnessing all
the time to everybody. You need not
be a personal friend to witness. In
most cases there need not even be an
effort to “win them.” We need to
raise the level of Christian witnessing
until there is a “fall out” of people
being won to Christ. | believe this
was Jesus’ method. He did not run
after the rich young ruler. He did not
beg. He went everywhere preaching
to the poor and rich alike. The Early
Church in the Book of Acts went
everywhere witnessing to friends and
strangers. We need to catch a vision
of everyone witnessing all the time.
The Holy Spirit will do the convict-
ing.

The best prospect-potential is
derived from those people who are
new converts and still have a great
many friends in the world who need
Christ. A program needs to be cre-
ated whereby the new convert can
lead the church to new people. The
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ideal is to be a soul winner by focus-
ing on one person, but at the same
time witness to everyone when the
opportunity arises. Do not limit the
scope of your influence by diminish-
ing the prospect potential as shown
by the diagram.

Practical
Points

that make
a difference

Say, What Are Your Plans
For General Assembly?

Dear Son:
I have never been a delegate to a
General Conference, but | have at-

tended the last six and have made some
observations about the conference that
I want to share with you—with your
indulgence. This will be your first.

For one thing, it is great to see
thousands of members coming from all
over the world to mix, mingle, legis-
late, eat, watch, judge, parade, argue,
worship, and evangelize. Several mil-
lions of dollars will be spent by Chris-
tians seeking to discover, mold, and
share what the church is all about.

I've learned that | get my money’s
worth in just listening. You can catch
the spirit of the church by talking little
and keeping an ear to the ground.
The leaders’ reports, the beautiful sac-
rament, the debate on the floor, the
conversations on the “aside” all tell us
both what the church is, and what it is
doing.

The General Conference is a melting
pot—and a good one. It teaches all of
us that there are church members
around the world and they are worth
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listening to. It teaches us that our own
convictions may not be accepted by the
majority—and we still stay sweet. It
teaches us that our cultural differences
can be accepted with a sustaining con-
fidence in the other man’s point of
view.

The city where we will meet is a
great and beautiful city. | wonder what
the city will think when thousands of
holiness people descend upon it “en
masse.” Will they see a modest, cour-
teous, generous Christian fellowship
challenged by this age to share the
good news?

Have a good time when you go—and
pray every day that we will seek the
wisdom of God in our deliberations in
this important day of our history.

Words from
Wesley.

“Our desire for knowledge has no
bounds, yet our knowledge itself has.”

These words are from Mr. Wesley's ser-
mon “The Imperfection of Human
Knowledge.”

Man desires knowledge, yet he is lim-
ited in his capacity to learn. Mr. Wesley
says that man first needs to learn the
lessons of humility and faith, and to fully
trust in God’s wisdom. In his quest for
knowledge, man must learn to say, “Fa-
ther, not as | will, but as Thou wilt.”
Real education must be “God based,”
and the opportunity to acquire knowl-
edge in a Christian atmosphere is a God-
given blessing. The opportunity to learn
within our capabilities is ours today in
our Christian schools and colleges.

—Submitted by Robert Emsley

The Preacher's Magazine



APRIL

FOR

PASTORS

and LOCAL

_— CHURCH
LEADERS

Compiled by the General Stewardship Commission | don w~LD"offfceldiiorDirector

General Superintendent Lawlor

Retention
Versus Removal

L ast YEAR IN MY DISTRICT ASSEMBLIES, my hear! was gladdened
at the exciting gains in new Nazarenes by profession of faith, but
saddened at our losses. Now as 1commence the 1976 assembly sea-
son, | am wondering what we can do to get away from the constant
membership loss syndrome. | am deeply concerned about the com-
placency with which so many seem to regard the tragedy of our
losses. Some would say it isthe spirit of the age in which we live. Some
would say it is a lack of understanding of the doctrines and standards
of the church. Others, that we have failed to captivate and retain their
spiritual interest.

Can anything be of more vital importance to the Church of the
Nazarene in its work for the kingdom of God than the retention with-
in our church of all who are presently members? Someone led them
to Christ and brought them into the membership of the church. Per-
haps they have lost the love that once they had, but I think of the col-
lective and cumulative service they have given to the church and that
the church has given to them. Many pastors, | am sure, have prayed
with them, thought of them, toiled with and for them, and given them
spiritual guidance and direction. Who can estimate what they repre-
sent in the devotion of all who serve our church?

Yet we lose too many for the lack of suitable pastoral care. It is
easy to lose our people, but it isinfinitely more difficult to love them,
shepherd them, help them mature, and keep them. We who serve the
church today must regard every one on our membership rolls as a
sacred trust—not as numbers or names, but as God-loved, Christ-
redeemed, never-dying souls. We must stop this loss of members, not
only in light of their eternal salvation, but also in view of their pos-
sibilities for God and His Church. In their retention it is the personal
touch that counts. God deals with us as individuals. His plans, His will,
His chastisements, His rewards are suited to our individual needs.
Thank God for this, for if He dealt with us en masse, some of us would
be lost in the crowd.



We must constantly interest and be interested in all of our mem-
bers. Let us take care that they do not give up before they grow up
spiritually. Watch and pray for all of your members. Get to know
them. Where are they? What are their dispositions? What are their
aspirations? What are their failures? What are their victories? En-
courage them. Some who have fallen by the way are disappointed in
themselves, in their friends, in the church perhaps. But the pastor
must stand as a shepherd who goes after the 90 and 9—and also the 7.
Pastors must show themselves as friends to the backsliders, gaining
the confidence of those who fall by the way. Let us deal with them in
love. Let us keep their confidence.

If we are to overcome this membership loss, we must survey our
membership rolls; we must plan and become acaring, compassionate
people, rather than just an inviting people. Anticipate your losses.
Analyze your plan to deal with the fundamentals of membership loss.
Announce your interest in all who are heart backsliders. Apply the
principles of compassion. And accomplish victory by saving those
who may have loved and lost.

CHURCH SCHOOLS
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WORLD MISSIONS

MILLIONS FOR MISSIONS
FOR MILLIONS

Easter Offerings for
World Evangelism

1958-1975

Each Year a Little More

1958  $1,040,160

1959 1,006,192
1960 1,069,775
1961 1,195,074
1962 1,266,920
1963 1,367,561
1964 1,466,707
1965 1,595,090
1966 1,750,270
1967 1,866,696
1968 2,126,338
1969 2,272,285
1970 2,507,791
1971 2,839,165
1972 3,169,913
1973 3,688,312
1974 4,095,197
1975 4,254,895

1976
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

Free brochure
"THE BIBLE:
TRANSLATION AND PARAPHRASE

W. T. Purkiser
W rite
Christian Service Traini
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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IFE INCOME

What would they do for
You?
for Your Church?

Are the benefits better
for Property Gifts than

Cash Gifts?

Are they Sensible,
Effective,

For information on and Helpfu|'7

Life Income Plans
and Estate Planning benefits,
write for this helpful booklet. . .

Take a wise look ahead

NOTA'

Rev. Crew:
Please send me without charge
or obligation a copy of

Div. of Giving Through Life Income Plans.

Life Income Gifts

& Bequests

Attn.: Miss
Rev. Robert W. Crew  address
CHURCH OF THE
NAZARENE

6401 The Paseo g
Kansas City, Mo.

64131

16F



HOME MISSIONS

GROWTH

W. Hurn

. /R
Presented by the Department of Home Missions / Executive Secretary

Time to Grow!

Summer is growth time.

Decide now to grow this
summer. Grow in your own
spirit. Help your church to
grow.

Some unusual growth op-
portunities will be present this
summer. Many pastors will be
attending the Nineteenth
General Assembly in Dallas.
Many lay people will also be
attending.

Plan now to take full ad-
vantage of the conventions,
seminars, exhibits, and ser-
vices that are specifically de-
signed to help you grow.

When visiting the Nine-
teenth General Assembly in
Dallas in June, be sure to visit
the Home Mission Pavilion.

The pavilion is a deliberate
attempt to make home mis-
sions "live” for everyone who
goes through it. Here are just

a few of the features you will
find.

1. Home Mission Forum.
Frontline missionaries who are
actually getting the job done
in the inner city, in the rural
areas, and in areas around the
world will be available to dis-
cuss with you how they do it
and how you can do it where
you live.

2. The Home Mission Ex-
perience. No one can ever be
the same after passing through
the Home Mission Experience,
a unique graphic presenta-
tion of our call to mission.

3. People in Mission. Mak-
ing missions a living part of
your life is the focus of the
People in Mission section of
the Home Mission Pavilion.
The entire pavilion is, in fact,
an equipping station for
reaching our mission fields at
home.

16C



MISSIONS

Here's Help

MUSIC for
Young Churches

Actually, Sharon Monck's
book, First Steps in Learning
to Read Church Music ($1.95),
is a most helpful tool for choir
directors of any church, but
particularly so for young
churches who more often
than not must deal with un-
trained choir members and
perhaps untrained choir di-
rectors as well.

“The purpose of the book,”
says Mrs. Monck, whose hus-
band, James, is pastor of the

Sandusky, Ohio, Church of
the Nazarene, "is to present
music theory in such a simple
manner that at the completion
of the course, everyone who
participates may be able to
define the notes and symbols
that appear in a hymnbook or
on an average sheet of mu-
sic."”

The inexpensive book is a
Christian Service Training
textbook and is available from
the Nazarene Publishing
House.

TURN A BUS ROUTE INTO A NEW CHURCH

THE YEAR
THE NEW



HOME

It's Not Too Late

To meet John A. Knight,
New editor of the Herald of Holiness

“Over the past few years,"
Mrs. Monck writes, "l have di-
rected several choirs and have
discovered a frustration
among many members which
has come from not under-

standing what they are look- Meetth_e
ing at while singing from a new editor
page of music. Many feel des- of the
tined to sing 'by ear.'" | tell "Herald of
them it |s.p055|ble to learn to Holiness".
read music, and they reply,
'‘Not at my age' or 'Not after
all these years.' It has utterly
astonished them to learn how
to sight-read.”

Let's have

every-member
participation!

1976

For additional information
contact your
CST director or pastor.



HOME MISSIONS

Unreached People

Adherents

Church Members

Are We Ready for
Church Growth?

We should be ready for
church growth, but whether
we are or not, church growth
is long overdue.

The chart above shows the
percentage of unreached peo-
ple in the United States, ac-
cording to the Glenmary Re-
searchers.

Translate the percentage of
unreached people into op-
portunity for church growth.
These are people who do not

16J

have the gospel; they are peo-
ple who need the gospel.

More than half of the peo-
ple of the United States are
without adherence to any of
the traditional Christian com-
munions, Catholic or Protes-
tant, according to this report.
Eighty percent have no official
commitment to any church.

Are we ready for church
growth?

Are we?



COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

o , o NAZARENE COMMUNICATIONS
Write for your packet of local church ideas.
16K



STEWARDSHIP

(ftk ~u fhin

ICA\EE\ WP, REVEKEHt). WELL MVE YOU UP
AND BACK ONYOUR KNEES AGAIN IN NO TIME.”

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

PASTOR- a Service to You
When you change address, fill in the form below and mail to the General

Secretary.

Name Date of Change
New Address

City .State. - Zip
Name of Church District.

New Position: Pastor ( ); Evang. ( ); Other.
Former Address

Former Church

All official records at Headquarters and periodicals checked below will be

changed from this one notification.

Check: Herald of Holiness ( ); World Mission ( ); Preacher's Magazine ( );
Other

(Clip and send to the General Secretary, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo.
64131.)



CHURCH SCHOOL:

L ftit STRENGTHENING
FAMILY LIFE

at the

GENERAL CHURCH SCHOOLS
CONVENTION

CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE

FRIDAY 7:15 p.m.—Mass Rally for all!

Featuring Nazarene families in
song and worship, Family Life
book panel with James Dobson

Dr. Eugene L. Stowe, special
speaker

SATURDAY 7:00 a.m.—CFL District Directors'
Breakfast
Adolphus Hotel
SATURDAY 9:00 a.m.—General Church Schools
Session

Dr. James Dobson, special speak-
er

Age-group workshops on the
Christian family

NEW BOOK RELEASE—
Family Love in All Dimensions
Get your copy at General Assembly!

June 17-25

1976 1
19th GENERAL ASSEMBLY « CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

"Monday Night Is Family Night™ (Start any quarter!)
16M



DEPARTMENT OF PENSIONS

DENOMINATIONAL AND DISTRICT
PENSIONS AND BENEVOLENCE
BUDGET PAYMENT RECORD
The shaded spaces indicate each year the

district paid at least 90 percent of its
Pensions and Benevolence Budget.

1975 Summary -
Pensions and

DISTRICT

Akron

Alabama

Alaska

Arizona

Canada Atlantic
Canada Central
Canada Pacific
Canada West
Central California
(Central) Florida
Central Ohio
Chicago Central
Colorado

Dakota

Dallas

East Tennessee
Eastern Kentucky
Eastern Michigan
Georgia

Hawaii

Houston
Idaho-Oregon
Illinois
Indianapolis

lowa

Joplin

Kansas

Kansas City
Kentucky

Los Angeles
Louisiana

Maine

Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri

Nebraska
Nevada-Utah

New England

New Mexico

New York

North Arkansas
North Carolina
North Florida
Northeast Oklahoma
Northeastern Indiana
Northern California
Northwest
Northwest Indiana
Northwest Oklahoma
Northwestern Illinois
Northwestern Ohio
Oregon Pacific
Philadelphia
Pittsburgh

Rocky Mountain
Sacramento

San Antonio

South Arkansas
South Carolina
Southeast Oklahoma
Southern California
Southern Florida
Southwest Indiana
Southwest Oklahoma
Southwestern Ohio
Tennessee
Upstate New York
Virginia
Washington
Washington Pacific
West Texas

West Virginia
Wisconsin

DENOMINATIONAL
AVERAGE

16N

1972

9
S>7

1974

1975

100% and Over
95% and Over
90% and Over

Listing by Percentage A

DISTRICT

PERCENTAGE

Canada Pacific 106.75

Minnesota

100.47

idaho-Oregon 100.22

Hawaii

100.00

Southwest Oklahoma 99.06

New Mexico

98.11

Northwest Oklahoma 97.93
Canada West 97.80

Nevada-Utah

Arizona
lllinois
Mississippi
Kansas
Colorado
Houston
Alaska

97.26
97.22
96.90
96.44
96.36
96.10
96.07
95.99

Canada Central 95.64
Central California 95.48

Dallas
West Texas
Maine

95.32
94.05
94.00

Northern California 93.80
Canada Atlantic 93.65

Northwest

93.64

Kansas
Sacram
Philadel
East Tei
Oregon
Louisiar
Rocky k
Joplin
Chicago
North H
Washing
Georgia
Southec
Pittsbur
Washing
Souther
Wiscon;
Dakota
Northw<
lowa
Akron
Nebras|
North A
Virginia
Alabam

DENOMINATE



ercent Districts
)lence Budget

"Ministers on dis-
tricts paying 90
percent or more of
the 1974-75 for-
mula budget for
Pensions and Be-
nevolence are eli-
gible for "Double
Coverage' during
the 1975-76 as-
sembly year

BLY YEAR 1974-75

93.54
93.22
93.04
93.03
93.03
93.02
92.99
92.18
91.84
91.68
91.65
91.40
91.28
91.20
91.05
90.76
90.58
90.66
90.65
90.56
90.49
90.24
90.20
90.17
90.00

(Central) Florida
Central Ohio
Eastern Kentucky
Eastern Michigan
Indianapolis
Kentucky

Los Angeles
Michigan

Missouri

New England

New York

North Carolina
Northeast Oklahoma
Northeastern Indiana
Northwest Indiana
Northwestern lllinois
San Antonio

South Arkansas
South Carolina
Southern Florida
Southwest Indiana
Southwestern Ohio
Tennessee

Upstate New York
West Virginia

RAGE- 92.32%

90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00

DEPARTMENT OF PENSIONS1

DISTRICT

PENSIONS AND BENEVOLENCE
BUDGET PAYMENT
PERCENTAGE

1974-75

“DOUBLE COVERAGE”
Life Insurance

Annual premiums are paid by the Department of Pen-
sions and Benevolence. “Double Coverage’ is auto-
matic to all ministers insured under Plan 1 on districts
paying 90 percent of their official 4 percent Pensions
and Benevolence budget apportionment.

The 4 percent is based on the total spent for local
purposes, except monies spent for buildings and im-
provements and church indebtedness in the past
assembly year (4 percent of the sum of Column 9
less Columns 1 and 2, in the pastor's annual church
financial report).

DEPARTMENT OF
PENSIONS AND BENEVOLENCE
Church of the Nazarene
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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Presenting the 1976 designs...

Pastor's Remembrance Plan
Public-Relations Program

16P

Pastor

I you have not yet made this
PASTOR'S REMEMBRANCE PLAN
a part of your total ministry, you will
want to join the hundreds of pastors
already using it with success

A systematic method for recognizing those special occasions of your mem-
bers and for contacting prospects. Requires an investment of just pennies
per member and only minutes of time each week.

Designed with dignity and beauty, appropriately express-
ing in prose, scripture, and prayer the love and interest of
a pastor. Printed on a rich-grain card stock. AVZx 5% .
Matching envelope.

GREETING CARDS
G-761 “A Birthday Prayer from Your Pastor”
G-762 “An Anniversary Prayer from Your Pastor”
G-763 “A Prayer in the Time of lllness from Your
Pastor”
G-764 “A Prayer in the Hour of Bereavement from
Your Pastor”
Package of 10 (identical cards) $1.50

RECORD SUPPLIES
R-124 INSTRUCTION SHEET. Outlines the procedures
for the Pastor’'s Remembrance Plan. FREE
R-125 FAMILY RECORD CARD. Provides space for re-
quired information. Size, 4x6".
Package of 50 for $1.25; 2 pkgs. for $2.00

R-126 CHURCH RECORD DATA SHEET. Four sections
(days) per sheet for entering birthdays, anni-
versaries, and other information on that date.

Size, 8" x 11". Package of 100 for $2.50
R-127 VINYL BINDER. 3-ring, 10 x I1V 2". $2.00
S-537 MONTHLY INDEX DIVIDERS. Black leather tabs
for three-ring binder. Set, $2.30

S-146 RECORD CARD FILE BOX. For R-125 cards. $3.50

NOTE: Suggested quantities for church of 150 in attendance. 100 R-125; 100
R-126; 150 Birthday; 50 each of Anniversary, lliness, and Bereavement.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

POST OFFICE BOX 527. KANSAS CITY. MISSOURI 64141



NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIET’

1976-77
MISSIONARY STUDY
& READING

STUDY:
Proclaiming Christ in Central America— Ruth Vaughn, $2.00

ADULT-TEEN BOOKS: (Books with asterisk are recommended for teens,
though teens may read any of the six.)
*Are You There, God?— Jane Brewington
Guatemala: 60 Years—James Hudson
Jungle Clinics in Panama— Dee Birchard
Flight Fantastic—L. S. and Bea Oliver
*Through a Long Tunnel— H. T. Reza
*Rookie Notebook— Howard Culbertson

JUNIOR BOOKS:
Missionary: Richard Wants to Travel- Susan Hahn
Treasure in Guatemala— Elizabeth Sedat
Dear Brian: Letters from Central America— Alberta Danner
Biography: That's Enough for M e— Ethel Bailey
General: Take Care— It's Your World— Bill Young
Fiction: The Mystery of the Missing Medal- Margaret Howard

PRIMARY BOOKS:
Hi, Grandmal!— Alberta Danner
Call to Guatemala— Phyllis Michael
Digging for Treasure— Grace Ramquist

Why not relax
with an exciting,
informative
missionary
book?



CHURCH SCHOOLS

LAST REMINDER
FOR EASTER

Sign up your commitment cards
in the first two weeks in April.

1976
The Year for a NEW
Record Attendance

lo r d

Celebrate

With a million six In *76
“Two for one
will get it done”

Report your Palm Sunday and
Easter attendance immediately.
Follow your district instructions*

16R
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PASTORS

PRAYER MEETING
PUBLICATION
PRESENTATION

A PLAN TO ENCOURAGE YOUR LAYMEN TO READ THE BEST IN CURRENT RELIGIOUS LITERATURE

Current Selections
Rx FOR NERVES A NEW SPIRIT IN '76

By Pauline E Spray By Leslie Parrott
$1.95 75¢
5 or more copies, 5o0r more copies,
each $1.17* each 45c*

(40% discount*)
Plus 3c per book for postage

For additional information consult special flyer in the March Ministers' Book
Club Mailing.
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE « Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141

*Personal purchase only.

READING LAYMEN BUILD AN ALERT. GROWING, EFFECTIVE CHURCH!

PROGRAMBUILDERS for Special Days coming up

Marvelous time and work savers that have proven their worth over the past 30)
Compiled by GRACE RAMQUIST who gattters material from many
sources and writers to provide an outstanding selection of recitations,
exercises, readings, plays and songs for <

duplication!
MP-2 Baby Days in the Church No. 2 75¢ MP-107 Children's Day and Rally Day No. 7
MP-304 Mother's Day and Father's Day No. 4 75c MP-501 Promotion Day Program Builder
MP-305 Mother s Day and Father's Day No. 5 75c¢ MP-601 Special Events in the Church
MP-106 Children's Day and Rally Day No. 6 75¢ MP-701  Young People's Program Builder

MP-202 Missionary Program Builder No. 2 75¢

NOTE: For a complete listing, consult the latest copy
of our “Master Buying Guide."

NAZARENE PUBUSHING HOUSE
Kansas City



MINISTER’S DAILY
WORKBOOK

A Ministerial Tool for Recording
the Information Throughout the Year
Needed to Complete Your Annual District Report

FOR WEEKDAY- A six-day work-schedule chart for keeping notations on
calls, appointments, and meetings.

FOR SUNDAY- A full page for recording sermon theme, text, songs, special
music, announcements, attendance, and offerings and summarizing previous
week’s activities.

OTHER FEATURES- Monthly Expenditure Reports, Membership and Sub-
scription Record—identical to the “Annual Report of Pastor” form. Also
includes calendars; sheets for recording children dedicated, funerals, mar-
riages, baptisms, names and addresses; and summary of year’s activities.

All material comes in a quality, fine-grained, leatherette, six-ring binder with handy storage pocket in
back. Pocket-size, 7% x 47s x 7s”; W' rings with “push open" button at end. Takes 7% x 4Vi", six-ring
fillers.

MINISTER’S DAILY WORKBOOK may be started any time of the year. How-
ever, begun with your NEW assembly year and used consistently throughout
the following 12 months, it will provide fingertip information for meeting the
deadline of next year’'s annual report. Ideal for inserting sermon notes too.
R-52 Complete Set of Binder and InSertS......cccoceeiiniiiiineeeiieeen. ONLY $4.50

For the 2,500 pastors now using this “Workbook”. . m m m

R-51 Annual Replacement Refill..... e $1.50
R-53 Address Sheets, package 0f 20 .....cocciiiiiiiiiiiiii e 25c¢
R-88510P Plain Filler, package 0f 50 ....cccccceeiiiiiiriee e 39c
R-3L10L1 BN @ ittt ettt et neenee e $4.00

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE A “ mil souri 64141



HURCH SCHOOLS

16V

SENIOR
ADULT DAY

MAY 16
A DAY FOR—

Highlighting your church's history and
your living members who had a part in it

e Honoring your senior adults

e Featuring senior adult talent

¢ Getting acquainted with senior adults and learning to accept
them. Include children and youth.

* Presenting the challenge of Senior Adult Ministries, proposing
programs and goals, and enlisting volunteers

e Launching your Senior Adult program, which has already been
outlined and approved

¢ Presentation of present senior adult leaders and goals for
further adult activity or services

* Reaching senior adults in the community. Seek community
publicity or conduct a survey

» Presenting the gospel to unsaved senior adults

» Visiting ill and homebound persons
» Establishing or reviving the Home Department

¢ Helping others to think about their plans as prospective senior
adults. Proper attitudes are gained in youth.

e Promoting attendance at one of the three NIROGA events
in '76:
Green Lake, Wis., August 30— September 3
Glorieta, N.M., September 13-18
Montreat, N.C., October 11-15

SENIOR ADULT DAY is a day for examining traditional mythical
thoughts about older people. And for looking at your church in
the light of senior adult needs and abilities. What roles can they
play? What new facts and emotions are needed?

Send for your senior adult packet TODAY. NIROGA forms and
sample programs are also available upon request. Write: Director

of Senior Adult Ministries, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo.
64131.



CHURCH SCHOOL

NMSF (Nazarene Multiple Staff Fellowship)
Formerly NDCEF

Services for All Pastors and Associates
In the Church of the Nazarene

1. Anyone involved in multiple-staff ministry is automatically in-
volved in NMSF.

2. There will be a luncheon on Saturday, June 19, 1976, at the
Adolphus Hotel in the French Room.

3. There will be a display booth at the 1976 General Assembly. Be
sure to come by and sign up to receive the NMSF Journal, which
is produced four times a year.

4. If you are interested in finding a place to serve as an associate,
or if you are interested in finding an associate, write to:

NMSF

Roy F. Lynn, Sponsor
6401 The Paseo

Kansas City, Mo. 64131

A rrcurcir”™ —

Ceneilal Chufcli Icliocls
(erventicili

Clart General 8e8slens

Wcifeihcps talere

And Dr. James Dcbscn

Auttier, Speaker, Discussicr Leader

lure 11-19
tw t
I iiiis. i Em.

DALLAS CCNVENIICN CLNLLR
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EASTER OffERING FOR WORLD EVAN6CUSM
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE §18

A NOTE OF CORRECTION

In the excellent lead article of "Preaching Holiness," by Dr. Eugene L Stowe, general
superintendent, in the "Nazarene Focus" section of the February, 1976, issue of "The
Preacher's Magazine," the final sentence in the third paragraph contained a mis-
print and should have read: "He will also need to identify the baptism wilti the Holy
Spirit as separate and distinct from the subsequent infillings of the Holy Spirit."

—Earl C. Wolf, Executive Director



VISUAL ART DEPARTMENT, NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

< *Z 'y sl"es PubMed ir, «* last .sue oftHe

ALLEN, ARTHUR L. (C) R. 1, Taft St, Danielson, Conn. 06239

ALLEN, DAN. (C) Box 1240, Hannibal, Mo. 63401

+ANDREWS, GEORGE. (C) Box 821, Conway, Ark. 72032

+ ANDERSON, LAWRENCE & KAREN-LOUISE. (C) 585 Lowell St.,
Methuen, Mass. 01844

* ARCHER, RONALD E. (R) 7016 N.W. 61st Terr., Bethany, Okla.
73008

ARMSTRONG, C. R. (C) 2614 E. Yukon St., Tampa, Fla. 33604

ATTIG, WALTER W. (C) 21 Larkspur Dr., Belleville, Ill. 62221

#BABCOCK, KENNETH E. & MILDRED. (C) Box 66, Wilmington,
NY. 12977

*BAILEY, CLARENCE 8 THELMA. (C) 1197 W. Arch St., Portland,
Ind. 47371

BAILEY, CLAYTON D. (C) 440 Bentley, Lapeer, Mich. 48446

#BAKER, RICHARD C. (C) 3590 Coal Fork Dr., Charleston, W.va.
25306

BATTIN, BUFORD. (C) 3015 47th St., Lubbock, Tex. 79413

BECKETT, C. FRANK. (C) P.O. Box 254, Roland, Okla. 74954

#BELL, JAMES & JEAN. (C) c/o NPH*

+BENDER EVANGELISTIC PARTY, JAMES U. (C) Box 1326, River-
view, Fla. 33569

¢BERTOLETS, THE MUSICAL (FRED t GRACE). (C) c/o NPH*

BEYER, HENRY T. (C) R. 2, Box 103, Pearl River, La. 70452

*BIERCE, JACK. (C) 1156 Mt. Werner Cir., Colorado Springs, Colo.
80906

*BLUE, DAVID—ETC. (C) Box 60567, Nashville, Tenn. 37211

*BOHI, JAMES T. (C) 409 Lindenwood, Olathe, Kans. 66061

*BOHI, R W. (C) 4310 N. Asbury, Apt. N, Bethany, Okla. 73008

+BOND, GARY C. (C) Box 157, Orland Park, Ill. 60462

BONE, LAWRENCE H. (C) 2652 Greenleaf Dr., West Covina, Calif.
91792

BOWERS, CHARLES H. (C) P.O. Box 461, Glendale, Ariz. 85311

BOWMAN, RUSSELL. (C) 1695 Audrey Rd., Columbus, Ohio 43224

*BROOKS, RICHARD. (C) 780 Armour Rd., Bourbonnais, Ill. 60914

BROOKS, STANLEY E,, JR. (C) R. 1, Box 245, Westmoreland, N.H.
03467

BROWN, CURTIS R. (C) 140 Robinson St.. Reading. Pa. 19601

BROWN, ELBERT. (C) R. 2, Hillsboro, Tenn. 37342

BROWN, J. RUSSELL. (C) 1306 E. Jefferson, Boise, Ida. 83702

*BROWN, LINDA K. (C) 201 Dellwood Dr., Fairborn, Ohio 45324

*BROWN, ROGER N. (C) Box 724, Kankakee, IIl. 60901

BURTON, CLAUD L. (C) 1033 Prairie Creek Rd., Dallas, Tex. 75217

BUTCHER, TONY H. (C) 4057 S. Delaware, Springfield, Mo 65804

CANEN, DAVID. (C) c/o NPH

CANIFF, JAMES B. (C) Box 306, Spiceland, Ind. 47385

*CAUDILL, STEVE & SUE. (C) 2339 Peale Dr., Saginaw, Mich.
48602

CAUDILL, VIRGIL. (C) 4909 Ivan Dr., Lansing. Mich. 48917

CAYTON, JOHN. (C) Box 675, Middleboro, Mass. 02346

+CHAMBERLAIN, DOROTHY & EDWARD. (C) R.D. 1, Carmichaels,
Pa. 15320

CLARK, GENE. (C) 104 Waddell St., Findlay, Ohio 45840

CLIFT, NORVIE 0. (C) 4929 Gardena Ave., San Diego, Calif. 92110

#CLIFTON, DICK | BEVERLY. (R) R. 4, 341 Second St., Cadiz, Ky.
42211 (full-time)

(C) Commissioned (R) Registered

iPreacher & Song Evangelist

of Holirress  eac,

#CLINE, JERRY & MADY. (C) 1229 W. Mead Ave., Bowling Green,

Ky. 42101

*COBB, BILL. (C) P.0. Box 75512, Oklahoma City, Okla. 73107
(full-time)

COCHRAN, EUGENE W. (C) 6728 McCorckle Ave., St. Albans, W.va.
25177

+CONE, ANDREW F. (C) 1032 Danby Rd., Ithaca, N.Y. 14850

#COOK, LEON G. 1 MARIE. (C) c/o NPH*

#COX, C. B. & JEWEL. (C) 707 Middle Dr., Woodruff PI., Indianap-
olis, Ind. 46201

COX, CURTIS B. (C) 2123 Memorial Dr., Alexandria, La. 71301

CRABTREE, J. C. (C) 3436 Cambridge, Springfield, Ohio 45503

CRANDALL, V. E. t MRS. (C) Indian Lake Nazarene Camp, R. 2,
Box 7, Vicksburg, Mich. 49097

#CRANE, BILLY D. (C) R. 2, Box 186, Walker, W.va. 26180

#CREWS, HERMAN F. & MRS. (C) c/o NPH*

CULBERTSON, BERNIE. (C) 100 N.E. 8th PI., Hermiston, Ore. 97838

DARNELL, H. E. (C) P.O. Box 929, Vivian, La. 71082

+DAVIDSON, CHARLES. (C) 541 Gibson, Fremont, Ohio 43420

DAWS, LEONARD. (R) 4525 Bonita Dr., #14, Middleton, Ohio 45042
(full-time)

DEAL, JAMES 0. (C) 1304 Jewell Ave., Lakeland, Fla. 33801

*DeFRANK, JOSEPH. (C) Box 342, Barberton, Ohio 44203

*DEWARE, STANLEY. (R) 4300 Crossen Dr., Orlando, Fla. 32807
(full-time)

DISHON, MELVIN. (C) R. 15, Bowling Green, Ky. 42101

DITTMER, JOHN A (C) 1144 N. Stephens, Springfield, Ill. 62702

+DIXON, GEORGE | CHARLOTTE. (C) Evangelists and Singers, c/o
NPH*

*DUNCAN, PAT. (C) R 3, Box 109, Waverly, Ohio 45690

*DUNMIRE, RALPH & JOANN. (C) 202 Garwood Dr., Nashville.
Tenn. 37211

DUNN, D. R. (C) 560 Whitney Ave., Akron, Ohio 44306

DURHAM, L. P. (JACK) (C) 305 Parkview Dr., Arlington, Tex. 76010

+DUTTON, BARRY & TAVIA. (R) 1925 Willow Dr., Olathe, Kans.
66061 (full-time)

EDWARDS, TERRY W. (R) Box 9352, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80932
(full-time)

ELLINGSON, R. LEE. (C) P.O. Box 33067, Indianapolis, Ind. 46203

ELLIS, HARLON. (C) 212 Buchana, Mineola, Tex. 75773

ELLWANGER, C. WILLIAM. (C) 2020 W. 81st, Leawood, Kans. 66206

EMSLEY, ROBERT. (C) Bible Expositor, c/o NPH*

ERICKSON, A. WILLIAM. (C) 110 Kitty Hawk Dr.. Danville. Va.
24541

ESTEP, OPAL CRUM. (R) 2811 Grosse Point, Columbus, Ohio 34227
(full-time)

EVERLETH, LEE. (R) 103 Ellsworth Dr., Marietta, Ohio 45750 (full-
time)

FELTER, JASON H. (C) c/o NPH*

#FILES, GLORIA; £ ADAMS, DOROTHY. (C) 2031 Freeman Ave.,
Bellmore, N.Y. 11710

FINE, LARRY. (R) c/o Mid-America Nazarene College, Olathe, Kans.
66061

#FISHER, WILLIAM. (C) c/o NPH*

FLORENCE, ERNEST E. (C) 1021 Elm St., Ripley, Ohio 45167

*Song Evangelist

*Nazarene Publishing House, Box 527, Kansas City, Mo. 64141.
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FLORES, LEO 0. (R) P.O. Box 5964, Lubbock, Tex. 79417 (full-time)

FLOWERS, MARQUIS J. (C) 505 N. Walnut, Newkirk, Okla. 74647

FORD, NORMAN K. (C) R. 2, Clymer, Pa. 15728

#FORD, RUTH E. (C) Children's Worker, 1605 Laura St., Clear-
water Fls 33515

FORTNER, ROBERT E. (C) Box 322, Carmi, Ill. 62821

FREEMAN, MARY ANN. (C) Box 44. Ellisville, Ill. 61431

FRODGE, HAROLD C. (C) R. 1, Geff, Ill. 62842

GARDNER, GEORGE. (C) Box 9, Olathe, Kans. 66061

GAUT, ROBERT. (C) 1325 S. Cedar, Ottawa, Kans. 66067

GAWTHORP, WAYLAND & JOAN. (C) Box 115, Mt. Erie, Ill. 62446

*GILLESPIE, SHERMAN & ELSIE. (R) 203 E Highland, Muncie,
Ind. 47303 (full-time)

GILMORE, PAUL S. (R) 738 Buffalo St., Jamestown, N.Y. 14701
(full-time)

*GLENDENNING, PAUL A. |
Fairfield, la. 52556

GOLAY, GEORGE H. (C) 4920 N. 85th, Milwaukee, Wis. 53225

GOODEN, BILL. (R) 204 Willow Valley Rd, Lamar, Colo. 81052
(full-time)

GOODMAN, WILLIAM. (C) R. 3, Box 269, Bemidji, Minn. 56601

*GORMANS, THE SINGING (CHARLES & ANN). (C) 11505 Preston
Hwy., Lot 67, Louisville. Kv. 40229

GRAHAM, JIM D. (C) 1233 South Pine, Grapevine, Tex. 76051

GRAVVAT, HAROLD F. (C) 812 N. 9th, Lot 26, Mattoon, Ill. 61938

*GREEN, JAMES & ROSEMARY. (C) Box 385, Canton, Ill. 61520

GRIMM, GEORGE J. (C) 820 Wells St., Sistersville, W.va. 26175

GRINDLEY, R. E. (C) 4754 McFadden Rd, Columbus, Ohio 43229

*GRINDLEYS, THE SINGING (GERALD & JANICE). (C) 539 E
Mason St., Owosso, Mich. 48867

GUY, MARION 0. (C) 444 Fairfax, Muskogee, Okla. 74401

+HAINES, GARY. (R) 246 Tanna Ct, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80916
(full-time)

sHALL, BILL &SHARON. (C) Box 623, Trevecca Naz. Col., Nash-
ville, Tenn. 37210

HAMILTON, MARK. (C) 1305 St. Clair, Vincennes, Ind. 47591

HANCOCK, BOYD C. (C) 1404 Cambridge, Olathe, Kans. 66061

* HAPPINESS SINGERS. (C) c/o NPH*

HARRISON, ROBERT V. (C) 3202 Benbrook Dr., Austin, Tex. 78758

HARROLD, JOHN W. (C) 409 14th St., Rochelle, IIl. 61068

HATHAWAY, KENNETH. (C) c/o NPH

HAYES, CECIL G. (C) R.D. 2, Howard, Ohio 43028

#HEASLEY, JIMMY & FERN. (C) c/o NPH*

HECKER FAMILY. (R) Family Evangelists, Box J, Allentown. Pa.
18105

HEGSTROM, H. E. (C) c/o NPH*

HENDERSON, DEE. (C) Box 525, Islamorada, Fla. 33036

HENDERSON, DONALD. (C) 825 S. Wymore, Apt. 46-C, Altamonte
Springs, Fla. 32701

HICKS, JOHN D. (R) 4129 Ramsey Dr., North Highlands, Calif.
95660 (full-time)

HOECKLE, WESLEY W. (C) 642 Vaky St., Corpus Christi, Tex. 78404

HOLLEY, C. D. (C) R. 2, Indian Lake Rd, Vicksburg, Mich. 49097

HOLLOWAY, WARREN 0. (C) 445 W. Lincoln Way, Lisbon, Ohio
44432

HOOTS, BOB. (C) Adair Ave, Columbia, Ky. 42728

*HOPKINS, BOB & LINDA. (C) R. 2, Box 719, Indianapolis, Ind.
46231

HOWARD, MICHAEL ANTHONY. (C) c/o NPH*

HUBARTT, LEONARD. (C) 1155 Henry St., Huntington, Ind. 46750

HUNDLEY, EDWARD J. (R) 732 Drummond Ct, Columbus, Ohio
43214 (full-time)

INGLAND, WILMA JEAN. (C) 322 Meadow Ave, Charleroi, Pa. 15022

+IRWIN, ED. (C) 7459 Davis Mill Cr, Harrison, Tenn. 37341

ISENBERG, DONALD. (C) Chalk Artist & Evangelist, 240 E. Grand
St., Bourbonnais, Ill. 60914

*JACKSON SINGERS, CHUCK. (C) Box 17177, Nashville, Tenn.
37217

JAMES, R. ODIS. (C) 353 Winter Dr., St. James, Mo. 65559

#JANTZ, CALVIN t MARJORIE. (C) c/lo NPH*

JAYMES, RICHARD W. (C) 321 E. High Ave., Bellefontaine, Ohio
43311

JETER, H. LESLIE. (C) 7598 E. Hazelcrest Dr., Hazelwood, Mo.
63042

ROBERTA. (C) 700 E. Broadway,
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*JEWETT, LARRY | PATRICIA. (C) R 4, Box 265, West Monroe, La.
71291

JOHNSON, EDWARD J. (R) Rte. 1, Clearwater, Minn. 55320 (full-
time)

*JOHNSON, RON. (R) 3208 Eighth St. E, Lewiston, Ida. 83501

JONES, CLAUDE W. (C) R. 4, Box 42, Bel Air, Md. 21014

JONES, FRED D. (R) 804 Elissa Dr., Nashville, Tenn. 37217 (full-
time)

KEALIHER, DAVID. (C) 316 Dufur, Nampa, Ida. 83651

KENBERG, DON. (C) 240 E. Grand Dr., Bourbonnais, Ill. 60914

KENNEDY, GORDON L. (C) P.0. Box 52, Gibsonburg, Ohio 43431

KOHR, CHARLES A. (C) R.D. 2, Box 298, Brookville, Pa. 15825

KOHSER, HAROLD L. (C) R. 3. Box 106, Oenton, Md. 21629

LAMAR, C. M. (C) 118 S. Second, Maquoketa, la. 52060

LANIER, JOHN H. (C) West Poplar St., Junction City, Ohio 43748

LASSELL, RAY. (C) R. 2, Box 55. Brownsburg, Ind. 46112

#LAW, DICK i LUCILLE. (C) Box 481, Bethany, Okla. 73008

*LAXSON, WALLY t GINGER. (C) R. 3, Athens, Ala. 35611

*LECKRONE, LARRY D. (C) 1308 Highgrove, Grandview, Mo. 64030

#LEICHTY SINGERS. (C) 753 S. Wildwood, Kankakee, Ill. 60901

LEMASTER, BEN. (C) 1576 S. Reed, Reedley, Calif. 93654

LEONARD, JAMES C. & FLORICE. (C) 150 Valley View Dr., Johns-
town, Ohio 43031

LESTER, FRED. (C) c/o NPH

LIDDELL, P. L. (C) 3530 W. Allen Rd., Howell, Mich. 48843

LIGHTNER, JOE. (C) 4335 Raven PI., Springfield, Mo. 65804

#UNDER, LLOYD P. (C) 1121 Maple Row, Elkhart, Ind. 46514

LINEMAN, HAZEL FRALEY. (C) 10 S. Third St., Bradford, Pa. 16701

+LOMAN, LANE AND JANET. (R) Box 1, Salisbury, N.C. 28144 (full-
time)

LONG, WILMER A. (R) R.D. #2, New Florence, Pa. 15944 (full-time)

LOWN, A J. (C) cio NPH*

sLUSH, RON | MYRTLEBEL. (C) c/o NPH*

LYONS, JAMES H. (C) 1011 W. Shaw Ct, No. 1, Whitewater, Wis.
53190

MacALLEN, LAWRENCE J. | MARY. (C) Artist & Evangelist, 41808
W. Rambler Ave., Elyria, Ohio 44035

MANLEY, STEPHEN. (C) 1778 S. 350 E, Marion, Ind. 40952

MANNING, C. M. (C) Box N, Maysviile, Ky. 41056

+ MARTIN, DICK. (C) Box 60008, Sacramento, Calif. 95860

MARTIN, PAUL. (C) c/o NPH*

MARTIN, VERN W. (C) Route 1, Caldwell, Ida. 83605

MAYO, CLIFFORD. (C) Box 103, Afton, Tex. 79220

*McABEE, JAMES. (R) 410 Freeman Ave., Seymour, Ind. 47274

McCLURE, DARL. (C) R. 3, Box 500, Kenwood Plaza, Bryan, Ohio
43506

MCDONALD, CHARLIE. (C) R. 1, Box 308, Dale, Tex. 78616

MCDONALD, G. RAY. (R) 321 Curran, Brookhaven, Miss. 39601
(full-time)

MCcGUFFEY, J. W. (C) 4715 Ponderosa, Tyler, Tex. 75701

McKINNEY, ROY T. (C) 2319 Wakulla Way. Orlando, Fla. 32809

*McNUTT, PAUL. (C) 215 W. 68th Terr.,, Kansas City, Mo. 64113

MCWHIRTER, G. STUART. (C) c/o NPH*

MEEK, WESLEY, SR. (C) 5713 S. Shartel, Oklahoma City, Okla.
73109

MELVIN, DOLORES. (C) R. 1, Greenup, Ky. 41144

*MEREDITH, DWIGHT & NORMA JEAN. (C) c/o NPH*

MERRELL, RICHARD L. (R) Box 20286, Minneapolis, Minn. 55431
(full-time)

#MERRITT, HERBERT & MRS. (C) 7401 Belinder, Prairie Village,
Kans. 66208

+ MICKEY, BOB, IDA MAE, | MARCELLA. (C) Box 1435, Lamar.
Colo. 81052

MILLER, MEL. (C) Bible Expositor, 226 W. Northrup St., Lansing,
Mich. 48910

*MILLER, RUTH E. (C) 111 W. 45th St., Reading, Pa. 19606

MILLHUFF, CHUCK. (C) c/o NPH*

MONTGOMERY, CLYDE. (C) 2517 N. 12th St, Terre Haute, Ind.
47804

MORRIS, CLYDE H. (C) 5281 Ridge Cross Dr., Charleston, W.va.
25312

*MULLEN, DeVERNE. (C) 67 Wilstead, Newmarket, Ont.. Canada

+MYERS, HAROLD t MRS. (C) 575 Ferris, N.W., Grand Rapids,
Mich. 49504



* NEFF, LARRY & PATRICIA. (C) 625 N. Water St., Owosso, Mich.
48867

#NELSON, CHARLES ED. (C) Box 241, Rogers, Ark. 72756

NEUSCHWANGER, ALBERT. (C) c/o NPH*

NICHOLAS, CLAUDE. (R) 2404 Hamilton Rd, Lebanon, Ohio 45236
(full-time)

OVERTON, WM. D. (C) Evangelist & Chalk Artist, 798 Lake Ave.,
Woodbury Heights, N.J. 08097

#OYLER, CALVIN B. (C) 1322 S. Hydraulic, Wichita, Kans. 67211

PALMER, JAMES. (C) 639 S. Home Ave., Martinsville, Ind. 46151

* PARR, PAUL G, & THE SONGMASTERS. (C) Rte. 1, Box 167A,
W hitetown, Ind. 46075

#PASSMORE EVANGELISTIC PARTY, THE A. A (C) c/o NPH*

PECK, W. A (C) R 2, Box 65A, Malden, Mo. 63863

PEMBLE, A. R. (See Rocky Mountain Airs)

PERDUE, NELSON. (C) 3732 E. Rte. 245, Cable, Ohio 43009

PFEIFER, DON. (C) 102 E. 7th St., Waverly, Ohio 45690

PHILLIPS, GENE E. (C) 800 E. Quincy Rd, Rte. 2, Griggsvilie, Il
62340

« PITTS, PAUL. (C) 2213 Knoll Dr., Dayton, Ohio 45431

#PIERCE, BOYCE & CATHERINE. (C) R. 4, Danville, Ill. 61832

#PORTER, JOHN AND PATSY. (R) c/o NPH*

#POWELL, CURTICE L. (C) 2010 London Dr., Mansfield, Ohio 44905

POWELL, EARL. (R) 1613 Hickory St., Flatwood, Ky. 41139 (full-
time)

#POWELL, FRANK. (C) P.O. Box 222, Oskaloosa, la. 52577

*QUALLS, PAUL M. (C) 5441 Lake Jessamine Dr., Orlando, Fla.
32809

#RAKER, W. C. & MARY. (C) Box 106, Lewistown, Ill. 61542
RAYCROFT, R N. (C) c/o NPH*
REEDY, J. C. (C) 449 Bresee Ave., Bourbonnais, Ill. 60914

* RICHARDS, LARRY & PHYLLIS (COULTER). (R) 2479 Madison
Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 46203

RIDEN, K. R. (C) c/o NPH

ROBERTSON, JAMES H. (C) 2014 Green Apple Ln, Arlington, Tex.
76014

+ROBISON, ROBERT & WIFE. (C) Heaters, W.Va. 26627

+ ROCKY MOUNTAIN AIRS. (R) Box 1842, Bozeman, Mont. 59715

(full-time)

RODGERS, CLYDE B. (R) 505 Lester Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 37210
(full-time)

ROTHWELL, MEL-THOMAS. (R) 2108 Alexander Ln, Bethany, Okla.
73008

RUSHING, KEN & EDNA. (R) 3621 N.W. 97th St, Miami, Fla.
33147 (full-time)
RUTHERFORD, BOB. (C) R. 1, Lynchburg, Tenn. 37352
RUTHERFORD, STEPHEN. (R) Box 204, La Vergne, Tenn. 37086
(full-time)
SANDERS, RUFUS J. (C) 311 N. Third Ave., Saginaw, Mich. 48607
#SAY FAMILY. (C) 1515 Pinelake Dr.. Orlando. Fla. 32808
SCARLETT, DON. (C) 1806 Auburn, Speedway, Ind. 46224
SCHLANG, NEIL. (C) 1404 Old Ringgold Rd., Chattanooga, Tenn.
37404
SCHOONOVER, MODIE. (C) 1508 Glenview, Adrian, Mich. 49221
SCHRIBER, GEORGE. (C) 8642 Cherry Ln, Alta Loma, Calif. 91701
#SERROTT, CLYDE. (C) Evangelist & Children's Worker, 558 W.
Melrose Cir.,, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 33312
SEXTON, ARNOLD (DOC) & GARNETT. (C) 1116 Highland Ave.,
Ashland, Ky. 41101
+SEYMORE, PAUL W. (C) Box 94, Pittsburg, Ill. 62974
#SHARP, CHARLES & FAMILY. (C) R 2, Box 216-D, Vicksburg,
Mich. 49097
SHARPLES, J. J. & MRS. (R) 41 James Ave., Yorkton, Saskatchewan,
Canada (full-time)
SHAW, WILLIAM. (R) Box 16166, Louisville, Ky. 40216 (full-time)
SHEA, ALBERT J. (C) 288 Shaborn Ln, St. Marys, Ohio 45885
SHOLAR, LINDA ROBINSON. (C) Box 5642, Fayetteville, N.C. 28303
+SHOMO, PHIL & MIRIAM. (C) 517 Pershing Dr., Anderson, Ind.
46011
SHUMAKE, C. E. (C) Box 4536, Nashville, Tenn. 37216
SISK, IVAN. (C) 4327 Moraga Ave., San Diego, Calif. 92117
*SLACK, DOUGLAS. (C) 424 Lincoln St., Rising Sun, Ind. 47040
#SLATER, GLENN & VERA. (C) 320 S. 22nd St., Independence,
Kans. 67301

SMITH, CHARLES HASTINGS. (C) Box 937, Bethany, Okla. 73008

#SMITH, DUANE. (C) P.O. Box 228, Lennox Ave., Union City, Ind.
47390

SMITH, FLOYD P. (R) 256 Oakhurst Ln., Arcadia, Calif. 91006
(full-time)

#SMITH, OTTIS E., JR., & MARGUERITE. (C) 60 Grant St., Tidioute,
Pa. 16351

SMITH, R A. (C) Box 42, Wadsworth, Ohio 44281

#SMITHS, SINGING. (C) P.O. Box 36, Ladson, S.C. 29456

SNELL, DALE E. (R) 814 Paradise Ln., Colorado Springs, Colo.
80904 (full-time)

SNOW, DONALD E. (C) 53 Baylis, S.W., Grand Rapids, Mich. 49507

#SPARKS, ASA & MRS. (C) 91 Lester Ave.. Nashville. Tenn. 37210

SPROWLS, EARL L. (C) c/o NPH*

STAFFORD, DANIEL. (C) Box 11, Bethany, Okla. 73008

STARNES, SAM L. (C) 448 S. Prairie, Bradley, Ill. 60915

STEPHENS, KEN. (R) P.O. Box 24537, Dallas, Tex. 75116

STEWART, PAUL J. (C) Box 90, Jasper, Ala. 35501

#STOCKER, W. G. (C) 1421 14th Ave., N.W., Rochester, Minn.
55901

*STONE GOSPEL SINGING FAMILY. (R) 5150 Airport Rd, Colorado
Springs, Colo. 80916

STREET, DAVID. (C) P.O. Drawer "B,” Versailles, Ky. 40383

STRICKLAND, RICHARD L. (C) 4723 Cullen Ave., Springfield, Ohio

45503

SWANSON, ROBERT L. (C) 1102 Greenwood Dr., Yukon, Okla.
73099

*SWEENEY, ROGER & EULETA. (C) Rte. 2, Box 106, Sharon Grove,
Ky. 42280

TAYLOR, CLIFF. (R) Family Evangelist, 2469 Sacramento Dr.,
Redding, Calif. 96001

TAYLOR, JOHN D. (C) 205 N. Limit, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80905

TAYLOR, ROBERT W. (C) 4501 Croftshire Dr., Dayton, Ohio 45440

THOMAS, J. MELTON. (C) c/o NPH*

THOMPSON, GENEVIEVE. (C) Prophecy, Craig, Mo. 64437

*THOMPSON, L. DEAN. (C) 314 S. Summit, Girard, Kans. 66743

TOEPFER, PAUL. (C) Box 146, Petersburg, Tex. 79250

TRIPP, HOWARD. (C) c/o NPH

#TUCKER, BILL | JEANETTE. (C) P.O. Box 3204, La Vale, Md.
21502

TUCKER, RALPH. (C) 1905 N. Council Rd., Oklahoma City, Okla.
73127

VANDERBUSH, HENRY AND RHONDA. (C) Bushnell, S.D. 57011

VANDERPOOL, WILFORD. (C) 11424 N. 37th St, Phoenix, Ariz.
85028

VARIAN, W. E. (C) 5423 Hicks Corner, Kalamazoo, Mich. 49002

WADE, E. BRUCE. (C) 3029 Sharpview Ln., Dallas, Tex. 75228

#WALKER, LAWRENCE C. AND LAVONA. (C) c/o NPH*

#WARD, LLOYD & GERTRUDE. (C) Preacher & Chalk Artist, 6944
Whiskey Creek Dr., Ft. Myers, Fla. 33901

#WARNE, RAY E. & VIOLET. (C) Box 333, Dillonvale, Ohio 43917

*WELCH, JONATHAN | ILONA. (C) 106 Tyler, Danville, Ill. 61832

*WELCH, RICHARD i CLAUDIA. (C) c/lo NPH*

WELCH, W. B. (C) 5328 Edith St., Charleston, S.C. 29405

WEST, C. EDWIN. (C) c/o NPH*

#WESTS, THE SINGING. (C) 910 Carlisle St., Colorado Springs,
Colo. 80907

WHITED, CURTIS. (C) 307 N. Blake, Olathe, Kans. 66061

WILKINSON TRIO. (R) 2840 18th St, Columbus, Ind. 47201

WILLIAMS, G. W. (C) 2200 Elva Dr., Kokomo, Ind. 46901

#WILLIAMS, LAWRENCE. (C) 6715 N.W. 30th Terr,
Okla. 73008

WINEGARDEN, ROBERT. (C) Rte. 2, Bluford, Ill. 62814

WISE, DAVE. (R) 9826 Springfield Pike, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215
(full-time)

WISE, F. FRANKLYN. (R) 451 Blanchette Ave., Bourbonnais, IIl.
60914

#WISEHART, LENNY & JOY. (C) c/o NPH*

WOLPE, JOSEPH P. (C) 3976 4th St., Riverside, Calif. 92501

WRIGHT, E. G. (C) c/o NPH*

WYLIE, CHARLES. (C) 1217 Fuller, Winfield, Kans. 67156

WYRICK, DENNIS. (C) 603 Reed Dr., Frankfort, Ky. 40601

*YATES, BEN J. (R) 5709 Willow Terr. Dr., Bethel Park, Pa.
15102 (full-time)

YOUNG, JOHN L.(C) R 1, Box 1217, Buckley, Wash. 98321

Bethany,
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A Self-contained Record Book for Maintaining the Unified Treasury System
1. Offers simplified accounting, understandable even to those with no for-
mal bookkeeping training
2. Gives a detailed financial picture of each department and auxiliary of
your church
3. Provides the pastor with all needed data for preparing his annual report
4. Flexible in its use for any church— large or small

R-150

R-165
R-163

R-164
R-151
R-168

R-169
R-149

COMPLETE (with Binder and Fillers Listed Below).......ccccccueeunee. $7.95

A reminder to PASTORS OF THE MORE THAN
2,000 CHURCHES currently using this outstand-
ing record system . ..

ANNUAL REPLACEMENT FORMS

NOW available < Order by numbers listed below.

OFFERING REPORT BLANKS (55 triplicate forms)........c.c........ $2.00
CASH DISBURSEMENTS and RECEIPTS JOURNAL,

PACKAGE OF 25 i 95¢
LEDGER SHEETS (For Local, District, General, Etc., Budgets),
PACKAGE OF 25 o 85¢

MONTHLY REPORT FORMS (13 Each of Summary,

Expenditures, Budget Progress Form), package of 39 ................ 75¢
INDIVIDUAL GIVING RECORD SHEETS, package of 25 ............ 50c
DIVIDERS, St Of 8 ..ot 50c
THREE-RING BINDER ...ttt $4.50

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141



The Problems of a Preacher’s Wife

By Frances Simpson*

wives are a privileged

group. This | believe after living
in a parsonage for 19 years. | do
realize, however, that preachers’
wives are not immune to the fiery
darts of Satan nor to the pestilences
that walk at noonday. In a recent
moment of reflecting back across our
three pastorates, an analysis emerged
which | feel might be characteristic
of many preachers’ wives. | saw ob-
jectively the three major problems I
had faced as a pastor’'s wife, and I
saw also the manner in which God
had helped me in each area.

reachers’

First pastorate—Problem: Self-pity

God’'s instruction: “Pray without
ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17)

My part: Soul-searching prayer

Second pastorate—Problem: Loneli-
ness

God’s assurance: “1 am with you al-
way” (Matt. 28:20)

My Part: Practicing God’s presence

Third pastorate—Problem: Futility

God’s promise: “Be not weary in
well-doing, for in due season you
shall reap if you faint not” (Gal.
6:9).

My Part: Keep on keeping on

*Pastor’s wife, Wichita, Kans.

I remember the excitement of that
first pastorate—the army barrack
converted into chapel, the 19 present
that first Sunday, the thrill of watch-
ing God build His church. It was fun
at first—fixing up the parsonage,
being invited out to dinner. Every-
thing we had studied in preparation
for this task took on real meaning.
But Satan found his avenue after a
while.

Our congregation was planning to
build a new sanctuary, and our fam-
ily had pledged $500 toward this
project. With a weekly salary of
$35.00 and no children at that time,
I willingly went to work outside the
home. As the weeks passed, | began
to sense that ugly feeling of self-pity.
| didn't recognize it for the monster
that it is, but reveled in it and began
to direct it toward my pastor-hus-
band. | watched him as he studied,
read, visited, planned. | begrudgingly
went to the office, cleaned house,
cooked, entertained the evangelist.
Sunday afternoons I reserved for my-
self. | would go over to the little
chapel, play the piano, sing, and
have a refreshing, unhurried time of
meditation and prayer. | remember
well the afternoon | knelt by the
rough-hewn pew, determined to find



a solution to my need. | began to tell
the Lord how hard | was working and
wondered secretly if my husband
could carry a little more of my load.
I've never forgotten the chastisement
the Lord gave me that day. He began
to talk very gently to me.

“What is your husband doing these
days?”

“ Oh, he’s getting ready to build his
first sanctuary, trying to raise the
money, get the plans ready, and the
people lined up to help build it.”

“All of this in addition to his reg-
ular load?”

“Yes.”

“What was he doing a little while
ago when you came into the church?”

“He was walking around the prop-
erty, Lord.”

“What do you think he was do-
ing?”

“Oh, he was probably trying to
visualize the finished product—how
the people could build on a very
limited budget.”

“How has he been feeling lately?”

“Well, Lord, he's not been sleeping
quite as well at night. He seems to
have a load on his shoulders. In fact,
Lord, he’s lost 25 pounds since we've
been here.”

Need | say more? | arose from the
place of prayer with bitter tears of
repentance, renewed love and respect
for my preacher-husband, and a com-
mitment to God’s will for my life.

Our second pastorate was a church
one year old, with all the challenges
of a new congregation. It was thrill-
ing but time-consuming—one build-
ing, then another, then another.
Somewhere along the line | began to
feel left out. | remember the night I
slipped wearily into bed and experi-
enced a beautiful reminder of God’s
presence. In adream | went frantical-
ly through the day; the church bells
rang, no one came to church; the
district superintendent called, my
husband was nowhere around; one
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problem after another flashed by
with no human help in sight. | re-
member vividly the thought arising
in my subconscious state—If | can
just call the name of Jesus, | know He
will help me. Desperately | tried to
form the spoken word, straining
every muscle in sleep which God
meant to be a release from activity.
Finally | blurted out the name, “Je-
sus.” My husband sat up alarmed,
switched on the light, and suddenly
all my problems were gone. The
name of Jesus had indeed dispelled
the imaginary fears. | remember the
sweet presence that lingered as we
talked together of the ever-present
help of a loving Christ.

The problem in the third pastorate
was very different. 1 had matured
enough by now to understand and
meet many of the problems | had
faced as ayoung preacher’s wife. The
problem now was one of work with
little outward results. There came
that assembly when for the first time
we had to report no gain in Sunday
school attendance, a small portion of
our responsibilities unmet. It seemed
like we were hitting our heads against
a brick wall. The answer this time
was just as real and rewarding. No
immediate miracle, but faithfully
attending to the matters at hand—
a district assembly, camp meeting,
preachers’ wives’ retreat, missionary
workshop, teaching a young adult
class, visiting an aged couple, having
a family over for dinner. Bit by bit
faith grew, hope sprang forth anew,
and | was able to turn the fruitless
efforts over to the Lord. | found He
could store them up for a future har-
vest. “The joy of the Lord” became
more real.

Looking back after 19 years as a
pastor's wife, | find that life fits
together beautifully—all pieces are
in place. The picture isn't complete,
but it's taking shape. The colors are
nice too.

The Preacher’'s Magazine



In the process of institutionalization,

the boundaries between clergy and laity
have sometimes been overemphasized

Leadership in the Church

By C. J. Adams*

he New Testament does not re-
flect such a sharp distinction
between clergy and laity as the
church in later times has drawn. This
is especially true in regard to the fact
that all Christians are depicted in the
New Testament as contributing,
serving members of a responsive, re-
sponsible community of believers.

The need for leadership:

This does not negate the fact that
some of the early Christians were
given special gifts and leadership
abilities. Further, it is worthy of note
that a special commissioning service
or ordination rite was used in sending
Barnabas and Paul out on the first
missionary journey at the insistence
of the Holy Spirit.

There is, indeed, a very valid place
for ordained clergy in the Christian
Church. History would support the
value and need of such leaders. The
most effective movement toward any
goal takes place under the impetus of
effective leadership, and this has
been true of the Church. The hymn
poet has portrayed the church in the
following way:

Like a mighty army
Moves the church of God.
At least one Christian group has
tailored internal organization as well
as outward appearance along the

*Associate professor of Religion, Marion College,
Marion, Ind.
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lines of a military organization. This
is not by accident, for if any group
movement or organization is to be
effective, it must be under leadership
which is forceful, imaginative, imple-
mentive, and farseeing.

Lay leadership:

But this is not to say that all Chris-
tian Church leadership must be
ordained clergy. There is a need for
lay as well as ordained leadership,
and in practical application it may
sometimes be difficult to tell the one
from the other. The famous nine-
teenth century American revivalist,
Dwight L. Moody, is a case in point.
He did the “work of an evangelist” if
anyone ever did. He was a “preach-
er” of the highest order, though not
an ordained clergyman. Other exam-
ples come to mind, but we will men-
tion only a New Testament illustra-
tion. Stephen and Phillip seem to
have moved almost imperceptibly
from doing service as deacons in
waiting on tables to powerful public
proclamation of the gospel without
benefit of overt ordination rites. The
famous Reformation leader, Martin
Luther, even went so far as to assert
the doctrine of the sacredness of all
vocations whether secular or ecclesi-
astical. He felt that every man should
be a priest unto his neighbor—or-
dained or unordained.

In the process of institutionaliza-
tion, the boundaries between clergy
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and laity have sometimes been over-
emphasized. Following is a more
in-depth exploration of the role of
some presently constituted church
leaders.

The call to service:

In respect to the minister, there is
a sense in which he has received a
special call. Jesus not only called the
Twelve to be disciples, or “learners,”
but He also sent them out as apos-
tles. In the Greek, an apostle means
“one who is sent.” An extra-special
sense of mission is involved. Such a
call may come in different ways to
different people. Traditionally, the
call to the ministry has been thought
of in terms of the following three
elements: the inward call or Spirit's
urging; the recognition and approval
of the Church; and the providential
opening of doors of special service.
Ruel Howe, in his book Making the
Ministry Relevant, has observed:
“God may use a man’s talents, or He
may seem to ignore them and call
him to a work for which he does not
have talent. Here . the applied
doctrine of the Holy Spirit is neces-
sary. We do not enter the ministry on
the basis of talent alone. We enter
because we are called by One who is
doing His work in the world and who
will use those who surrender them-
selves to Him” (p. 162).

The pastoral role:

Certainly one of the more prev-
alent opportunities for full-time
Christian service is that of the office
of pastor. The word pastor is a trans-
lation from a Greek word which
means “shepherd” in the New Testa-
ment. He is the shepherd of God'’s
flock. As a pastor, one may some-
times feel pulled in many different
directions, trying to be all things to
all men. However, Seward Hiltner, in
Pastoral Counseling, helpfully points
out that although the pastor has
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many functions, he basically has only

one role—that of
leader of a particular section of the
Christian community. Though he has
many activities, it is his relation to
the Christian community which de-
fines his role. The role is not only
deeper than the activities; the activi-
ties would be quite different in their
meaning if they were not based on the
role.

As the leader of the Christian com-
munity, what does the minister try to
do? In general that is not hard to an-
swer. He is concerned with growth of
all within the Christian fellowship and
with growth of the fellowship itself. He
is the leader in developing that growth
for children as they come into the
church (religious education), and for
all members of the fellowship as they
come together (worship, preaching,
religious education). He is the leader
of the church’s outreach to bring others
into the fellowship (evangelism, mis-
sions, religious education). He guides
the church as it reaches out to help
build and rebuild the community (so-
cial outreach). He is the leader of the
aid and support the fellowship gives to
those who are handicapped, who face
temporary obstacles, or who find un-
usual difficulties in the growth process
(pastoral work and counseling). And
he is the leader in the organization
necessary to make all this really work
(administration).

There are many activities, but one
role;, many members, but one body.
The pastor’s task is organic, precisely
because it has a variety of functions
operating to the same end.” 1

Organizational leadership:

One activity of the pastor which is
noted is the administrative function.
He must be a true organizational
leader working with volunteer, and
many times professional, persons in
the managerial relationship. Some of
these persons may be ordained, but
the vast majority, of course, will be
lay persons. The important thing is
not the status of the persons with
which the pastor has personal inter-

The Preacher’'s Magazine



action (whether ordained or un-
ordained) but rather the quality of
those relationships. Certainly, the
ordained person should not feel su-
perior or “pull rank” on any un-
ordained members of the church or
staff. All are members of the same
body. All should be working in har-
mony and pulling in the same direc-
tion.

One of the things which seems to
be called for with clarity and urgency
in any multiple staff ministry is the
need for good communication be-
tween staff members. This is true
regardless of the ecclesiastical rank of
participating persons. One staff |
know about has daily coffee and
prayer times together as well as
weekly staff meetings. However, per-
haps the quantity of contact time is
not as important as the quality of
such.

Ordained and unordained should
seek to work together effectively,
without undue regard as to rank or
status, to advance the cause of Christ
and the Church. Recently, an article
by Dr. Douglas Stave in Christianity
Today (March 15, 1974) predicted a
“coming boom in paraministries.”
The term “paraministry” is used to
describe the paid workers “alongside
of’ the pastor. In this regard, Dr.
Steve predicts these trends for the
coming decade:

1. Less emphasis on plant facili-

ties, and more on staff and min-
istries.
2. More local church ministries

away from the pulpit and sanc-
tuary.

3. A full-time minister or paid
worker for every 30 tithers or 100
attendees.

4. Increasing willingness of pastors
to manage a team of paraministers.

5. Paraministries as permanent
life-service rather than apprentice-
ships.

6. College and seminary course
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restructuring to prepare paramin-
isters.

Dr. Stave aptly observes, “As the
pastor makes room for paraministry,
he and his associates can move
ahead. Problems can be overcome. A
pastor who wants to build a team can
acquire the techniques to do so.”

1. Hiltner, Seward, Pastoral Counseling, pp. ISO-
51, Abingdon Press, 1949. Used with permission.

Sunday School

1. For those various “mothers of the
year,” instead of the oldest and youngest
mothers, have the congregation vote on
the outstanding young mother, the out-
standing mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother, and shut-in mother.

2. To have a different Mother’'s Day
program this year, use a nomination form
on which all the mothers of the church
are listed, and ask for votes for several for
“mother of the year.” This could be
progressively narrowed down for the en-
tire month leading up to Mother’s Day.
The first Sunday would list all of the
mothers; second Sunday, the half receiv-
ing the highest votes; third Sunday, 50
percent of these, etc.

3. With the astrological-horoscopical
craze that has hit America, we can use a
New Year's prediction service as a basis
for hitting hard on this heathenish prac-
tice. (Be sure and save the prediction
slips until next year. Their scores may be
as weird as any others.)

4. For Father’s Day, you can duplicate
the honors mentioned for Mother’s Day.
Or, to go along with the traditional gift
necktie, you might want to give a prize
for the most horrible tie brought in by a
father.

5. To get those special “goodies” for
your giant visitors’ day, try your local
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advertising specialty house for out-of-
date samples. Be sure to give a tax receipt
for value received.

6. Have you thought about sending an
after-Easter letter asking the question,
‘Where did everybody go?’ Perhaps your
Sunday school superintendent would
want to make the Sunday following
Easter, Pastor Appreciation Day.

7. To strengthen an adult Sunday
school class, develop “circles of concern.”
Put at the head of each group a shepherd-
couple who will be responsible for the
others in their group. Some of each group
will be regular, some spasmodic, and
some prospects.

IN T H E~N

THE

\PONM

A Look at Philippians

Dr. Warren W. Wiersbe, in his delight-
ful book on Philippians, Be Joyful, shares
this very simple, yet stimulating, thought
from the first chapter: (1) The Fellowship
of the Gospel, vv. 1-11; (2) The Further-
ance of the Gospel, vv. 12-26; (3) The
Faith of the Gospel, vv. 27-30 (Victor
Books, 1974, p. 13).

A Nugget from Philippians

Here's another nugget from the think-
ing of Dr. Wiersbe, and the Philippian
letter: (1) We must be accountants with
the right values, 3:1-11; (2) Athletes
with the right vigor, 3:12-16; (3) Aliens
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8. Circle your community with love.
Take small strips of construction paper
and link them together to make a chain.
Add to the chain the name of each per-
son invited to your church the previous
week. This works well as a contest be-
tween the teens and adults.

9. No one wants to be a stinker! Get a
toy stuffed skunk and give to the class
president or the teacher which has the
poorest percent of attendance. The win-
ner of the skunk should keep it in a
conspicuous place at home, and bring it
back the next Sunday to give to someone
else—hopefully. Have the winner each
week give an acceptance speech.

STUDYY

with the right vision, 3:17-21 (lbid., p.
15).

Elijah’s Secret

Elijah’s spiritual conquest is no acci-
dent, and the background to a great
triumph is in 1 Kings 18:1-40. In v. 36
three facts emerge that give us Elijah’s
secret: (1) His concept of God was right
—"“Let it be known that thou art God.”
To have a right concept of God is to be
consumed with Who He is and what He
wants out of life; (2) His commitment to
God was rigorous—*“ Let it be known that
I am thy servant.” (3) His compliance
with God was reliable—*"1 have done all
these things at thy word.”

By C. Neil Strait

Pastor, Taylor Avenue
Church of the Nazarene
Racine, Wis.
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Restored Communion
with God

In his book A Spiritual Clinic, J. Os-
wald Sanders speaks of the blessings of
restored communion with God, using
Isaiah 14 as a background. Here are his
thoughts: (1) He promises freshness—*“1
will be as the dew unto Israel” (14:5); (2)
Then the freshness of the dew releases
the fragrance of the flower—*“They shall
revive . . . the scent thereof shall be as
the wine of Lebanon” (14:7); (3) Then
there is fruitfulness—“From me is thy
fruit found” (14:8).

Sanders says: “The broken branch,
out of adjustment with the tree, produces
no fruit to perfection. The believer who
is out of adjustment with God cannot
produce the fruit of the Spirit. But with
correct adjustment restored, he can bring
forth fruit unto God” (J. Oswald Sanders,
A Spiritual Clinic, Moody Press, 1958,
pp. 55-56).

Prayer—with a Purpose

Here are some “starting points” from
1 Chronicles 4:10 and the life of Jabez
from the pen of J. Oswald Sanders: (1)
He prayed for divine enlargement—*" Oh
that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and
enlarge my coast.” Not for an ordinary
blessing, but for something which sur-
passed any previous experience; (2) He
prayed for divine enablement—“Oh . . .
that thine hand might be with me”; (3)
He prayed for divine environment—" Oh
. . . that thou wouldest keep me from evil,
that it may not grieve me” (lbid., pp.
121-23).

And the closing words of v. 10 are great
—"“And God granted him that which he
requested.”

Discipline of Prayer

At so many junctures in my reading,
something that the late E. Stanley Jones
wrote has been helpful.

Here is what Dr. Jones said about
disciplines established during his study
days at Asbury College: “There, long ago,
the habit of devotion—approximately
two hours a day of Bible study and prayer
—was fixed. To this maturity and refine-
ment—the habit of listening to the Inner
Voice as well as speaking during prayer—
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have been added. If | have had a secret
weapon, this has been it” (E. Stanley
Jones, The Divine Yes, Abingdon Press,
1975, p. 23).

A Day for Preachers

Here are some exciting words from
Bishop Stephen C. Neill: “ It seems to me
that a dynamic preacher of the gospel has
the red carpet laid out in front of him.
People are eager to hear. They don't want
the American dream or the American
age. They don’t want articles by leading
commentators on the political situation.
They don’t want reviews of snappy books.
They do want something that will speak
much nearer to their hearts, to their
anxiety and uncertainty. They want to
put back some of the old assured confi-
dence not in themselves but in the
unshakable reality of God. | can’t imag-
ine a better time to be a minister in
America than the present day” (In Quote
Digest, July 13, 1975, p. 661).

SEEDS

for Sermons

April 4

THEOLOGY OF HOPE
IN AN AGE OF DESPAIR

“God is our refuge, and strength, a very
present help in trouble” (Ps. 46:1).

As the Christian calendar moves into
the Easter season, the accent on hope is
in order. The most articulate voice of
hope in our day is that of Jurgen Molt-

by
Mendell Taylor

Professor of History of
Christianity, Nazarene
Theological Seminary,
Kansas City
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man. He names his system of thought,
the “Theology of Hope.” The above refer-
ence from Psalm 46 is in harmony with
a hope-filled, optimistically-oriented out-
look on life.

I. The protection of God is promised—
“God is our refuge.”

The loving care of God provides safety
and security for every soul in danger,
doubt, or distress. The eternal God has
promised to be with His own, to be be-
neath His own, to support His own, and
to be the refuge for His own. He upheld
Joseph in the king's palace, protected
Daniel in the den of lions, supported Paul
in trials, troubles, and perils of life during
his fruitful ministry. He has been the
refuge for His servants in all ages. He is
our refuge. He will protect His own from
disease, danger, and eternal death. He
“redeemeth our life from destruction”
(Ps. 103:4). He grants traveling mercies
to His own as they are exposed to both
seen and unseen dangers.

Il. The power of God is pledged—"“ God is
our . .. strength.” God has all power in
heaven and earth. Yet He is always ready
to share this power with His people. He
gave Moses power to deliver the children
of Israel from the bondage of Egypt,
David power to overcome the giant, Eli-
jah the power to call down fire from heav-
en to consume the sacrifice.

The person of the Holy Spirit is always
equated with power. Jesus said: “But ye
shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you” (Acts 1:8). This
lets us know that God is anxious to share
His power with us so we can move into
the miracle margin of life. This guaran-
tees our victory and underwrites our
success in moving forward triumphantly.

I1l. The presence of God is proclaimed
—"“A very present help in trouble.” God
is everywhere—in Him we live and move
and have our being. At the same time He
is so close to each of us that His listening
ear is just a word away. We can call on
Him in the time of trouble and He is close
by. His power is available for all needs,
for all people, at all times. He will never
leave us nor forsake us. He will never
forget us nor fail us. He is close by when
we approach Him about anything, at
any time, from anywhere.
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Jesus said it in this fashion: “Lo, | am
with you alway.” He makes himself real
to us when everything is going our way,
and also when things are going in reverse
for us. Our proclamation in the midst of
changing circumstances is: The Lord
gives, and the Lord takes away; still it is,
Blessed be the name of the Lord.

Conclusion: Our hope is not in circum-
stances, or people, or ourselves. Our hope
is built on nothing less than God himself.
He is our Protection, and our Power.
These are available to us by His presence.
When He is close by, everything falls into
place and hope is in its brightest form.

April 11
THE PLUS FACTOR OF THE CROSS

“For the preaching of the cross is to
them that perish foolishness; but unto us
which are saved it is the power of God”
(1 Cor. 1:18).

The world will turn its face towards
the Cross during the coming week. To
those who reject Christ the Cross looks
like a barrier at the end of a dead-end
street, or as nothing but the terminating
point of “wits’-end street.” But for us
who are saved, it looks like a huge plus
sign silhouetted against the sky. A plus
sign is the mathematical symbol that
something has been added to something
else. In making the spiritual application,
the Cross is the plus sign that declares
that the “power of God” has been added
to human life, which enables us to make
life add up to something meaningful,
significant, and worthwhile.

I. The Cross is the plus factor in inter-
personal relationships.

Jesus knew our biggest problem in life
would be in the area of our attitudes and
relationships with other people. He knew
that what gets under our skin would
either break out and cause skin disorders
and irritations, or turn inward and sour
the chemistry of the body. Jesus was so
concerned about this matter that He
made frequent reference to this subject.
He was aware of the fact that we would
have to possess a power that was beyond
ourselves if we maintained the right
relationships with our fellowmen. Only
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when the power of God is added to our
lives through the Cross will we be
equipped to follow His instructions in
this area.

He asked us to do the impossible from
the human level when He told us to turn
the other cheek, give our cloak also,
go the second mile, pray for enemies, and
to forgive others as we wanted our heav-
enly Father to forgive us. The only way
for us to handle the everyday wear-and-
tear, push-and-pull, and give-and-take is
to put the plus factor of the power of God
into these relationships.

Il. The Cross is the plus factor in han-
dling life situations.

Each person will encounter enough
trouble and difficulties to bring him to
the breaking point. These are designed to
bring out the heroic that is in us, rather
than push us over the brink. The only
way we can cope with these situations is
to have the power of God added through
the Cross. Then we can see these things
add up to something profitable and posi-
tive.

This plus factor reinforces us so we can
turn adversity into advantage; turn
clouds into chariots; convert barriers into
bridges; transform moments of peril into
pearls of beauty; transmute experiences
of pain into lessons of gain; and recycle
stumbling blocks into building blocks.

I11. The Cross is the plus factor in rightly
interpreting the experiences of time
against the backdrop of eternity.

The Cross brought heaven and earth
together; it brought time and eternity to-
gether; it brought the finite and the
infinite together. The Cross is the place
where the hand of man was lifted high
enough, and the hand of God was brought
low enough so that man and God could
shake and become partners in this busi-
ness of living.

When we become partners with Him,
we start living like an immortal. This
enables us to interpret the hardships of
time as only a drop in the ocean of eter-
nity; and the reverses of time as a speck
on the graph of eternity.

Conclusion: The nearer we draw to the
Cross, the more life adds up to something
meaningful, worthwhile, and purposeful.
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The farther we get from the Cross, the
more confusing, chaotic, and complex
life becomes.

April 18— (Easter Sunday)

THERE IS ALWAYS A DAWN
IN THE CHRISTIAN WAY OF LIFE

“In the end of the sabbath as it began
to dawn toward the first day of the week
... He is not here: for he is risen” (Matt.
28:1, 6).

No matter how dark the sky may be,
there will always be a dawn in the Chris-
tian’s way of life. The Lord never leaves
anything on the dark side; instead, He
always moves in the direction of the light,
and does not stop until there is a full-
orbed dawn of shadowless light.

The first gift of God to man was light.
This is evident in Genesis 1:3 where the
declaration is made: “Let there be light.”
In that setting He closes His creative day
—not with the evening, or in darkness,
but with the reference: “And the evening
and the morning were the firstday” (v. 5).

I. The darkness of Noah’s time ended in
a dawn with a rainbow in the sky.

For 40 days there was no break in the
overcast that caused the earth to be in
darkness, and a devastating flood to en-
velop the world. But eventually there was
a dawn that proved the sun was still
shining, and a rainbow was spread across
the sky as a proof that the Lord would
never destroy the earth again with water.
The dawn did eventually come, even in
Noah’s day.

Il. The darkness of 400years of silence of
prophets was broken by a bright star
hanging over Bethlehem.

It looked as if the “chosen people”
had become totally abandoned by the
Lord. No messenger from the Lord had
lifted His voice in the streets of Jerusalem
for 400 years. With the heavens becoming
silent, and no sign of divine favor being
evident for this “young eternity,” it
looked as though our world was complete-
ly estranged from God and His mercy.
But this long tunnel of darkness was ter-
minated when angelic hosts sang “ Glory
to God in the Highest,” and a brilliant
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star marked the birth place of the world’s
Saviour and Redeemer.

HI. The world’s longest and darkest
Saturday is followed by the dawn of an
Easter morning.

When Christ was crucified on Friday,
there was darkness at noonday. For His
disciples, this darkness continued
through the long, dismal Saturday that
followed. Their hopes, their aspirations,
their dreams had all been shredded when
they saw their Lord die on the Cross.
Their world tumbled in on them. With
their spirits at half mast, they must have
said to one another: “He did many mir-
acles but now He's dead.” “He raised
some from the dead, but it's all over
—He’s dead.” “We left all to follow Him,
but it is for naught because He's dead.”

However, there is always a dawn in the
Christian program. As it began to dawn
on the first day of the week, a new light
came into the world that has become an
inextinguishable flame. The announce-
ment was made: “He is not here, he is
risen.” This was the dawn that meant
that all Christ’s claims had been ratified
by the Father’'s raising Him from the
dead. It meant that the disciples were
radicalized so that nothing could stop
them from declaring the resurrected
Lord. It meant that the world was revolu-
tionized, for these super-charged disci-
ples took civilization around its biggest
corner.

Conclusion: Our times of darkness do not
come to stay, they only “come to pass.”
There is always a dawn as these circum-
stances do pass on, and we have the
privilege of knowing the path of the just
is as a shining light that is brighter and
brighter until the perfect day.

April 25
THE TRIUMPHANT TRIO

“Jesus Christ our Lord . . . was . . .
declared to be the Son of God with power,
according to the spirit of holiness, by the
resurrection from the dead” (Rom. 1:3-4).

The afterglow of Easter ends on a
triumphant chord. Three great truths
blend together to make a harmonious
ending for celebrating the resurrection of
our Lord. This trio of truths is as follows:

26

I. The triumph of truth over error—“Je-
sus is the Son of God with power.”

The resurrection of Jesus validated the
truthfulness of His claims as the Son of
God who came to bring God’s power into
the soul of man. Without the Resurrec-
tion, His claim to equality with the
Father would have been unfounded; His
claim to have power to forgive sins would
have been shattered; His claim to lord-
ship, which put Satan in His place as a
defeated foe, would have been spoiled. At
the same time, the Resurrection is unde-
niable proof that He has the name that is
above every name, in this world and the
world that is to come; that He is the only
Way to life everlasting; that He is the
only Truth that can be trusted; that He is
the only Life that is worthy for us to fol-
low completely.

The Resurrection is the Father’'s meth-
od of declaring that everything that Je-
sus said is true; everything He did is
right; and everything He came to accom-
plish has been brought to perfect fulfill-
ment. This was the Father's way of
announcing to all mankind that Jesus is
the Master of everything, that He is
worthy of all worship and adoration, that
He is the King of Kings and the Lord of
Lords.

Il. The triumph of grace over sin—"“ac-
cording to the spirit of holiness.”

By His resurrection we can say that
where sin did abound His grace does
much more abound; that greater is He
that is in you than he that is in the world.
That His grace is sufficient to free us
from sin, and plant the spirit of holiness
in our hearts. Here, in fact, is more than
forgiveness; here is a new life. Here is
something greater than a new start; here
is a totally new heart.

The hopelessness of man is suddenly
changed into the amazing capabilities of
man by the confidence generated in us
by the Resurrection, assuring us that His
power can make us what we ought to be,
His blood can cleanse us and set us free,
and the spirit of holiness will be a reality.

I1l. The triumph of life over death—*" By
the resurrection from the dead.”

When Jesus conquered the last great
enemy, that is called death, He turned
the lights on in the corridors of the tomb
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so it is now a well-lighted passage that
leads to life everlasting. Death could not
hold Him as its victim. When resurrec-
tion power surged through His being, He
rose and left the tomb empty, the stone
that sealed the grave having rolled away
like a pebble. Then He mounted that
stone and held up one hand to declare
to mortal man, “I hold the keys to
death and hell and the grave in my hand,
and you will no longer be held captive by
these.” Once we are assured of victory
over death, then we can say, “O death,
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy
victory?”

Conclusion: When these three notes are
sounded together, there is a harmony
produced that turns life into a song. Then
we can sing unto the Lord a new song.
This, in turn, can be an unbroken melody,
for it will be something that we give
expression to “in the night season and all
the day long.”

Order for
Easter Sunrise Service

Trumpet solo (without announcement)

Psalms 146 and 148

‘ Congregational hymn:
Lord, Is Risen Today”

‘ Easter Sunrise Prayer

Vocal solo

God’s Word of the Cross: Matt. 27:28-66

*Congregational hymn: “Beneath the
Cross of Jesus”

God’'s Word of the Resurrection: Matt.
28:1-20

Vocal Duet

‘ Congregational hymn: “Fairest Lord Je-
sus”

Sunrise Service offering

Choir Anthem: “Christ Arose!”

Psalms 149 and 150

‘ Congregational Hymn: “He Lives!”

Trumpet solo (without announcement)

Benediction
‘ Congregation standing

The timing of this order of worship is 45

minutes.

“Christ, the

—J. Grant Swank, Jr.
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1Cor. 12:12-31

“Members” or “parts”

The Greek word is melos, which means
a member, or part, of the body, In classi-
cal Greek it is used regularly in the plural
for the parts of the body, and this usage
is reflected in the Septuagint and the
papyri.

The metaphor of Christians as mem-
bers of the body of Christ is introduced
very effectively by Paul in Rom. 12:4-5,
with its application to differing functions
in the church (vv. 6-8). In 1 Corinthians
the apostle elaborates this figure, devot-
ing no less than 16 verses to it (12:12-27).

He declares that the body is not one
member, but many (v. 14). No individual
Christian should try to dominate the
whole church. Paul illustrates this by the
relation of the two most active parts out-
wardly, the hand and the foot (v. 5). Then
he speaks of the ear and the eye (v. 16).
There are “many members, yet but one
body” (v. 20). All are needed (vv. 21-25).

Finally he makes the spiritual applica-
tion: “Now you are the body of Christ,
and each one of you is a part of it” (v. 27,
NI1V).*

There are two arguments for using
“part” rather than “member” as the
translation. The first is that today we
speak of “parts of the body” rather than
“members of the body.” The second is
that when we do use the expression
“members of the body” we mean a per-
son who is a member of a duly constituted
body, such as the Congress. But the body
of Christ, the true Christian Church, is

*From The New International Version, copyright,

1973, by New York Bible Society International.
Used by permission.

27



not an organization; it is an organism. It
is not a social institution but a spiritual
union. As Horst remarks, “Membership
does not consist in belonging to a social
body” (Theological Dictionary of the
New Testament, 4:564). One of the great
tragedies of history is that many people
have thought that salvation comes by
being a “member” of some church. We
need to recapture Paul’s emphasis on the
nature of the church as a spiritual organ-
ism, with each true Christian functioning
as a vital organ of Christ’s body. That
is the main thrust of 1 Corinthians 12.

“Uncomely” and “ Comely”

The first word is aschemona (plural
adjective), the second euschemona. The
first prefix is alpha-negative. The second
en, means “good” or “noble.”

Aschemon (singular) occurs only here
in the New Testament. Schema, from
which we get “scheme,” means “figure”
or “fashion.” Schneider notes that it “al-
ways refers to what may be known from
without” (TDNT, 1:954). Aschemon is
defined by Thayer as meaning “indecent,
unseemly”—what is usually covered up,
so that it cannot be seen.

Euschemona is used here for “the
comely parts of the body that need no
covering” (Thayer, p. 263). Greeven says
that the adjective literally means “of
good external appearance” (TDNT, 2
771).

The application that Paul seems to be
making is that the members of Christ's
body who do not seem to receive much
public honor are still necessary. Each
Christian is an essential part of the body
of Christ.

“ Apostles” (12:28)

In this verse Paul mentions eight types
of ministry in the church. The first is that
of apostles.

What were the apostles in the Early
Church? Are there still apostles in the
church of today? Neither of these ques-
tions is easy to answer.

The Greek noun apostolos comes from
the verb apostello, which means “send
with a commission, or on service.” So
Apostolos is “a messenger, one sent on a
mission.” Abbott-Smith continues his
definition by saying: “In NT, an apostle
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of Christ (a) with special reference to the
Twelve , equality with whom is
claimed by St. Paul . . . (b) in a wider
sense of prominent Christian teachers, as
Barnabas, Acts 14:14; apparently also
Silvanus and Timothy, 1 Thess. 2:6; and
perhaps Andronicus and Junias (Junia?),
Rom. 16:7 . . . ;of false teachers, claiming
apostleship” (Lexicon, p. 55). It is evi-
dent that the word has a variety of
applications in the New Testament.

In his long article (40 pages) on apos-
tolos in Kittel’s Theological Dictionary of
the New Testament, Rengstorf shows
that in classical and early Hellenistic
Greek there is no parallel to the use of
this word in the New Testament. This is
true even of the Septuagint, Josephus,
and Philo (1:408).

The word is found 79 times in the New
Testament. Paul and Luke (his close
companion) each use it 34 times (68 out
of the 79). It occurs three times in Revela-
tion, twice in 2 Peter, and once each in
Matthew, Mark, John, Hebrews, 1 Peter,
and Jude. Paul has it at the beginning of
9 of his 13 epistles.

Apostolos is used for messenger, “one
sent,” in John 13:16. In 2 Cor. 8:23 Paul
applies this term to the commissioned
representatives of local church congre-

gations. “Finally, apostoloi is a com-
prehensive term for ‘bearers of the NT
message'” (TDNT, 1:422). It is used

primarily for the 12 apostles chosen and
commissioned by Christ. This is the dom-
inant usage in Luke’'s Gospel and Acts.

Then we also find the wider spread
suggested by Abbott-Smith. Paul and
Barnabas were first of all apostles of the
Church at Antioch. But Paul calls him-
self, at the beginning of his epistles, “an
apostle of Jesus Christ.” Luke does not
hesitate to speak of Paul and Barnabas
as apostles (Acts 14:4, 14).

The first apostle was Jesus himself
(Heb. 3:1), sent from God. Rengstorf
comments: “Here the only possible
meaning of apostolos is that in Jesus
there has taken place the definitive reve-
lation of God by God himself (1:2)”
(TDNT, 1:423). All other apostles are
direct representatives of Jesus.

Are there apostles today in the church?
In a general, unofficial, non-technical
sense, yes. But it may well be questioned
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whether apostolic authority, as found in
the First Century Church has carried
over to subsequent centuries. Acts 1:21-
22 indicates that an apostle was to be
one who had been in close contact with
Christ during His earthly ministry and
who could be a witness of His resurrec-
tion. Paul fulfilled the latter requirement
(1 Cor. 15:8), but not the former one.
However, he was careful to state that he
had “received” the necessary information
(1 Cor. 15:3).

Charles H. Spurgeon was perhaps a bit
severe when he characterized apostolic
succession as laying empty hands on
empty heads. But many of those who
claim apostolic succession today hardly
show themselves to be true representa-
tives of the Christ of the New Testament.

“Prophets” (12:28)

The Greek prophetes comes from the
verb prophemi, which means “speak
forth.” So it signifies “one who acts as
an interpreter or forth-teller of the Divine
will” (Abbott-Smith). Contrary to pop-
ular usage today, the biblical meaning of
“prophecy” is not prediction but procla-
mation, not foretelling, but forthtelling.
Put in simplest terms, the prophet is one
who speaks for God.

In Kittle’'s Theological Dictionary of
the New Testament, Friedrich has a
lengthy (80-page) article on prophetes
and its cognate terms in the New Testa-
ment. The subject is broad, and we do
not have space here for extended discus-
sion of it. Friedrich notes some differ-
ences between OT and NT prophets. He
says that “prophecy is not restricted to a
few men and women in primitive Chris-
tianity. According to Acts 2:4; 4:31, all
are filled with the prophetic Spirit and
according to Acts 2:16f., it is a specific
mark of the age of fulfillment that the
Spirit does not only lay hold of individ-
uals but that all members of the
eschatological community without dis-
tinction are called to prophecy” (6:849).

But our present passage, as well as
Eph. 4:11, shows that there was a special
gift of prophecy in the Early Church. It
is ranked first, as the best gift after
“apostles,” in our present passage as well
as 14:1.

Has the gift of prophecy continued? In
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the second century, the Montanists went
to unfortunate extremes in their claims
for this gift. Friedrich writes: “With the
repudiation of Montanism prophecy
came to an end in the Church” (6:860).
On the other hand, many Bible scholars
believe that the NT prophets were
essentially preachers, and so this gift of
the Spirit is present today.

“Helps” (12:28)

The Greek word antilempsis (only here
in NT) is used in the Septuagint and
papyri in the sense of “help.” Abbott-
Smith thinks that here it is used for the
“ministrations of deacons” (Lexicon, p.
41). Cremer says that the word is “taken
by the Greek expositors uniformly as
answering to deacons (implying the
duties towards the poor and sick . . .)"
(Biblico-Theological Lexicon of NT
Greek, p. 386).

“Governments” (12:28)
Kybernesis is likewise found only here
in the NT. It comes from the verb mean-
ing to guide or steer. In classical Greek
it referred to the piloting of a boat. Then
it was used metaphorically for “govern-
ment.” Beyer writes that, in view of its
literal meaning and attested usage, “The
reference can only be to the specific gifts
which qualify a Christian to be a helms-
man to his congregation, i.e., a true direc-
tor to its order and therewith of its life”
(3:1036). The word may be translated

“gifts of administration” (NIV).

BULLETIN U BARREL

TOUCHING LIVES

My life shall touch a dozen lives
Before this day is done,

Leave countless marks for good or ill
Ere sets the evening sun.

This is the wish | always wish,
The prayer | always pray:

Lord, may my life help other lives
It touches by the way.
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Death’s Door
If life were just the span of time
From birth to death—no life sublime—
I could think of nothing here
To bring a smile, or frown, or tear.

Life to me would useless be

If had my soul no destiny;

If beyond death’s waiting door,

There was no bright and shining shore.

But wait! Death is not a stopping
place

Where comes to halt life’s steady pace.

But rather 'tis a passageway

Where death’s night becomes eternal
day.

Ah yes, my mortal being would wait
Through death to enter heaven’s gate.
For there awaits eternal peace

Where hallelujahs never cease.

By Marion W. Barber
Gettysburg Church, Dayton, Ohio

The best flings in life are not free.

* * *

Out of the mouths of babes come words
we shouldn’t have said in the first place.

* * *

Take God out of good, and you have
exactly zero left.

A THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

If you want to be distressed, look within.
If you want to be defeated, look back.
If you want to be distracted, look
around.
If you want to be dismayed, look ahead.
If you want to be delighted, look up.
—Selected

A minister had reached that point in
the service where the offering was to be
taken. “ And now, brethren, let us all
give in accordance with what we re-
ported on Form 1040.”

* * *

You can always tell more about a
person by what he says about others
than you can by what others say about
him.
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LEAVE YOUR TROUBLES
AT CHURCH

The sexton of the big city church was
puzzled. Every week for several months
he had been finding a sheet of blue-lined
notepaper, crumpled into a small wad,
lying in a corner of the same rear pew.
One Monday morning he smoothed out
one of the little wads of paper and read
several penciled words, written one under
the other like a shopping list: Clara—ill;
Lester—job; Rent.

After that, the sexton began looking
for the paper wads. They were always
there. He opened them all and read them.
Then he began to watch for the person
who sat in that corner of the pew. It was a
woman, middle-aged, plain, but kind-
faced and unassuming. She was always
alone.

The sexton sought out the pastor, told
him what he had observed, and handed
him the collection of note sheets. On the
next Sunday he contrived to greet the
woman at the church door and asked her
if she would wait for him in the vestry.
In the privacy of that room he showed her
the creased pages and inquired gently if
they had any meaning for the church.

Tears welled in the woman’'s eyes. She
hesitated, then said softly: “They have
meaning for me. You'll think it's silly, |
guess, but sometime ago | saw a sign
among the advertising posters in a street-
car. It said, ‘Take your troubles to church
with you.” My troubles are written on
those pieces of paper. | wrote them down
during the week and brought them here
on Sunday mornings and left them. | felt
that God was taking care of them.”

“God is taking care of them,” the pas-
tor said softly, “and | shall ask Him to
keep on doing so. Please continue to
bring your troubles here.”

On his way out of the church, the pas-
tor paused to pick up the freshly wadded
note that had been left that morning.
Smoothing it out, he saw that it con-
tained three words: “John—in Korea.”

—Selected

When the church bell rings, say yes.
You are not too bad to come in. You are
not too good to stay out.
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AMONG BOOKS

Conducted by the Editor

All books reviewed may be ordered from
your Publishing House

An Introduction
to the New Testament
Vol. I. The Gospels and Acts

By D. Edmond Hiebert (Moody Press,
1975. 298 pp., cloth, $7.95.)

This third and final volume completes
Dr. Hiebert's Introduction to the New
Testament. A brief survey of the NT
precedes an introduction to the four Gos-
pels with customary synoptic problem
discussions. Each Gospel is examined
with reference to characteristics, author-
ship, date, place, and audience. The
detailed outlines and annotated bibliog-
raphies, for which Dr. Hiebert is already
famous, complete the discussion. Similar
materials for the Book of Acts are help-
ful, succinct, and definitely in the con-
servative tradition.

M. A. w eigelt

Handbook for Mission Groups
By Gordon Cosby (Word Books, 1975. 179
pp., hardback, $5.95.)

The pastor of the Church of the Sav-
iour in Washington, D.C., presents the
principles and challenge involved in
working with small groups—a task that
has evolved out of 40 years of ministry.
The book also includes spiritual auto-
biographies (witnesses) of its members.

One cannot read this fine analysis
without catching what the church is all
about. The pilgrimage not only includes
a mission to meet spiritual needs in or
outside the church, but an “inward jour-
ney of spiritual disciplines.”

“Gordon Cosby is honest about the
difficulties of group life and about the
problems that arise.” At times he deals
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with these in his sermons, at other times
in interdisciplinary intercourse.

Here is a story of a church well worth
observing. Its creative and novel ap-
proach to the gospel preserves the truth
while relating to the community of which
it is a part.

Oscar F. Reed

Pauline Parallels

By Fred O. Francis and J. Paul Sampley
(Fortress Press and Scholars Press, 1975.
388 pp., cloth, $9.75.)

Using the RSV, the text of the Pauline
Epistles (excluding the Pastorals) is pre-
sented in 10 parallel columns for immed-
iate comparison and study. Primary
parallels are given in sense-units to avoid
fragmentation, and secondary parallels
are given immediately below. Related
references in Acts, the Pastorals, and the
OT are listed in cross-reference style.
Primary parallels are chosen on the basis
of similarity in language, images, or let-
ter structure. A table of parallels with
paragraph titles and an index of primary
passages provide ready access to any pas-
sage. A most useful tool for study in
Pauline materials.

M. A. W eigelt

The Pastoral Life
Shepherding God’s Flock, Vol. |
By Jay E. Adams (Baker Book House,

1975. 156 pp., $3.75.)

This is the first book in a new series
designed to meet the need for a “fresh
consideration” of the work of the min-
istry. It is a biblical reevaluation of the
pastoral task in a modern setting. Some
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of the intriguing chapters include “Fam-
ily and Social Life,” “Repossessing
Time,” “Going To and Fro,” “Visiting in
Special Situations.” This is a practical
application of the pastoral task and
should be well received.

Oscar F. Reed

The Invaded Church

By Donald G. Bloesch (Word Books,
1975. 113 pp., hardback, $4.95.)

Here is a'book which will both startle
and challenge the parish pastor. Written
from a rich knowledge of the tensions
enveloping the church, the author first
delineates and then shows how Christians
can change the world.

Dr. Bloesch points out that “the
church in its eagerness to be relevant to
the world” is now practicing a “secular
Christianity” but “social activists” have
lost sight of the “true Christian com-
munion—the salvation of souls.” The
danger is grave because so many fail to
see what is happening.

The writer relies on sound biblical
scholarship in providing a painful analy-
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sis of the present crisis—but one of hope.
The reader will respond to the cogent
appeal to the return to spiritual dis-
cipline and the- “affirmation of divine
transcendence.”

Oscar F. Reed

Preachers’ BExchange

FOR SALE—Complete set of 56-vol. The
Biblical Illustrator, old, but in good con-
dition. Price $200 plus transportation.—
Rev. C. L. Fredrickson, 621 E. Washing-
ton, Rushville, 111 62681.

Items for this Exchange may be either WANTED
or FOR SALE, but must be confined to old periodi-
cals and out-of-print books. All response should be
directly with the advertiser and not with this office
or the Nazarene Publishing House. We are glad to
render this free service on these terms. This service
not available to bookstores or laymen.

« Bifocal Preaching
* Preaching should focus on not one but

two essential
Word of God and the world of men.

#Ki2'4iL§j~

areas of interest—the

Toward a Theology of Resurrection

Is our doctrine of the bodily resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ decaying through
disuse?

COMING

next month

“Maybe I've Been Saying It Wrong”
Obedience is more closely related to
“surrender” than it is to “acceptance.”
m** " or~

*
.

Help Them Make That Move
Unconverted evangelical youth exist in
a perpetual tension between what they

should be and what they are.

'1311  JliP®®1

i~ i (w1
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AMONG OURSELVES

The Apostle Peter saw in the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus an event that brings “a lively hope” to all Christians
(1 Pet. 1:3-5). That hope—a living hope—makes the differ-
ence. It means Easter is much more than a mere “spring-
time” renewal of life. It means that in the Resurrection we
have just about everything we will ever need to make our
faith complete. Easter is no fairy tale, no romantic dream,
no novelist’s plot, no politician’s promise! It is real, and it is
practical. No wonder Paul could write, “We are accounted
as sheep for the slaughter,” and then go on to say it doesn’t
really matter. “Nay, in all these things we are more than con-
querors through him that loved us” (Rom. 9:366-37). A
theology of hope? This is what Christian theology is all about.
Opposition and adversity are well known to every Christian
today, as they have been known to Christians since apostolic
days. But our Lord is risen from the dead. Therefore we are
not surprised (Peter put it, “Think it not strange”) when
trials come. In Christ we have a living hope.

Yours for souls,
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IMPORTANT STEPS TO
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_ VACAIION BIBLE SCHOOL

JESUS NOW!

introductory
pocket

. INTRODUCTORY PACKET 2 MASTER CRAFT CIT

VBS DIRECTORS AND SUPERVISORS' PREVIEW of

L . . R VBS CRAFT DIRECTORS' ADVANCED SAMPLES of
all the exciting new materials including: Theme

recommended handwork, including materials

Filmstrip and Record ... “Superintendent’s . . . -
X for Chip Craft Kit... Chenille. .. Quilling...

Notes" ... Teachers’ Manuals... Pupils’ Books . . .

K . X Sculpey. Helpful for knowing which crafts best fit
.. Theme Mold ... Promotional Aids... Music

your local program and how to order.
. Catalog/Planbook... Order Form.

V-476 A $15.83 value Only $5.95 H-7686 A $9.00 value Only $5.95

R-SAVE by ordering your 1976 VBS INTRODUC-
TORY PACKET and MASTER CRAFT KIT together.

H-7695 A $24.83 value Only $11.75 NONRETURNABLE <« Limited one to a church

M fV TV Other lesson-correlated visual ai_ds and _activities
W U » important to your early planning sessions
V-1176 Nursery Teaching Packet $2.50
V-2276 Kindergarten Teaching Packet $2.50
f|||__|| \ﬁ |\|_/|I éW f I B V-3376 Primary Teaching Packet $3.50
V-4476 Junior Teaching Packet $3.50

M I I U fl IW If V-5576 Teen Teaching Packet $3.50
“VBS-Why. What, How?”
(Worker's Handbook) $1.50

NOTE: All supplies should be
ordered TWO MONTHS in
advance of your VBS.

Available from your Publishing House



