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umthe-?EDITOR

Anointed to Preach

he Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to

preach the gospel” (Luke 4:18).

It was no accident that Jesus found this passage from lIsaiah 61
that day when He entered the synagogue in Nazareth. It was not by
mere chance that He read it. Better than any other word from the books
of the prophets, this was the word that said it best. Christ was anointed
to preach.

Therein lies the secret for those of us who have experienced the call
to preach in our time. Jesus Christ, our supreme Example, sets the pat-
tern for our preaching. Bold He was, and He was always candid; force-
ful and courageous, yet never without compassion. He was interesting
and attractive enough that the children pushed in close and listened to
every word He spoke. Dynamic also, as suggested by the simple explana-
tion of those officers who were sent to arrest Him and returned without
Him: “Never man spake like this man” (John 7:46).

Anointed to preach!

Whatever qualities there are that can make the difference between
good preaching and the ordinary kind, this one must stand high on the
list. Of course, good preaching is characterized by adequate prepara-
tion. John Henry Jowett used to say preparation is a long process. The
best sermons are not just made, they grow. The apt analogy is not that
of the factory, but the garden.

Good preaching always indicates a clear purpose. To aim at nothing
in particular and prove you are an excellent shot does not really help
God get His message across to your listeners. A clear purpose helps the
preacher add the materials that contribute to his goal, and delete those
which are beside the point and irrelevant.

Good preaching must also be interesting. If the listeners do not pay
attention, they will not be persuaded to do anything else the preacher
may challenge them to do. What irony there is in the paperback novels
with their trivia appearing to be suspenseful and exciting, while the
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Bible, with the most dramatic material in all of human history, seeming
to be dull and uninteresting in the way it is preached.

Good preaching, of course, must be understandable. What would be
the point in using words and sentences if they mean little or nothing
to those who hear them? Winston Churchill, whose credentials as a
speaker would not be questioned, said: “Short words are the best, and
the old words when short are best of all.”

A student in Claremont wrote to his friends in Phoenix about his
seminary education: “And Jesus said to them, ‘Whom do you say that |
am?’ And they replied, ‘You are the eschatological manifestation of the
ground of our being; the kerygma manifested in conflict and decision in
the humanizing process.” And Jesus said, ‘What?'”

Your editor needed help from an interpreter when he preached last
December to people who understood Zulu but not English. But may it
please God that he needs no interpreter when he preaches to people in
English—the kind they can understand.

By all means, good preaching must be Christ-centered. Paul said,
“We preach Christ,” and this is the criteria of all preaching. Our lis-
teners are not sitting there saying, “We would like something clever,”
or, “We would hear some good advice this morning.” Their hearts are
crying, “We would see Jesus!”

Whatever else you may conclude, you know that good preaching is
always biblical. It may not be expository, in the narrow definition con-
cerned with the fine points of sermon construction. But it is biblical.
D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, pastor where G. Campbell Morgan once
preached, gave 60 sermons from the Sermon on the Mount without rep-
etition. John Riley, while pastor of College Church in Nampa, lda.,
delivered a series of 39 sermons from the prophet Jeremiah. Such was
the interest of his listeners that one remarked after some time had
elapsed since he heard a message from Jeremiah, “Wonder what hap-
pened to our old friend Jeremiah? I miss him lately!”

But of all the qualities of real preaching, the anointing of the Holy
Spirit is the most indispensable. Anointed to preach! Indispensable,
and also indefinable. How can you describe it to one who has never ex-
perienced it for himself?

The late J. B. Chapman said it was like the Holy Spirit “ putting
His thumb in my back letting me know He is right there, He is with us,
He is helping us.” Donald G. Miller, in his book Fire in My Mouth, de-
scribes it as “an event taking place,” and that it is. God is speaking, and
He speaks through human instruments. It is the miracle of anointing.
It makes the preacher’s words more than mere words. It means the mes-
sage is God’s Word.

Like the Christ we preach, our message is both human and divine.
We prepare, we know our purpose, we use all our ransomed powers to
make it interesting and understandable. We present God’s inspired
Word. We preach Christ.

But the overpowering element in our preaching, and the quality
which dwarfs all others by comparison, is the divine aspect. It is the
unction and anointing of the Holy Ghost upon us. Our prayer each week
should be that we may say with Jesus, “He hath anointed me to
preach.”
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Americans who celebrate their independence

this month need to remember what it

really means

Dependence upon God for
Independence Day

By Joseph T. Larson*

braham Lincoln in his Gettys-

burg address said, “That this
nation under God might have a new
birth of freedom.” This implies our
humble dependence upon God for
freedom. We need to affirm our de-
pendence upon God as a people. The
Declaration of Independence, July 4,
1776, did not declare that the United
States had become independent of
God—but rather dependent upon
Him.

A grade school lad once gave an
essay and said in part, “America is
the place where we can do as we
please.” No, America is the land
where we may learn to do as God
pleases.

Too many in our nation have de-
clared their independence of the Bi-
ble, of moral standards, of the family
altar, and of other good customs in
the American way of life. Many are
seeking their own ways in pleasure,
in business, in society, and in mate-
rial things, ignoring the authority of
God.

America needs to return to God, to
Christ as Saviour, to the verities of
the Bible, and to Christlike living.
America needs to learn to dwell un-
der the protecting shadow of His
wings (Ps. 91:1).

Americans need a faith that will

*Tucson, Ariz.
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save them from fear of their enemies,
making them truly free under the
American flag and under God. If
democracy shall survive, we must
embrace all that for which Christ and
Christianity stands.

The late General J. J. Pershing
said, “The foundation of America
rests upon Christianity and our dem-
ocratic way of life; it is the salt of the
earth and the light of the world.”

True Americans should sense their
responsibility to God and to other
citizens. This is the highest form of
service. We cannot lead other nations
until our own house is set in order.
Revival fires over our nation will be-
come a reality if men will repent,
seek God’s will, and truly worship
Him. Tyrants and political corrup-
tion cannot long endure if revival
comes to the nation. Our prayers, our
faith, and godly living will help
statesmen to be true to God and their
fellow citizens.

Living faith in the Bible and in
Jesus Christ as Saviour will bring
new life and new hope, enabling
Americans to solve many weighty
problems, domestic and national.
Jesus Christ invites youth and adults
to seek His wisdom for daily guid-
ance.

Many ungodly persons will defeat
our nation, if allowed to gain control,
unless these men are won for Christ
in our generation.



There is no greater failure than to
fail God in His purposes for our na-
tion and the world. George Washing-
ton in Valley Forge dared not fail
God, but suffered with his soldiers
in the bitter cold of winter with other
privations. Abraham Lincoln dared
not fail God in the crisis of 100 years
ago, praying sincerely for freedom
of the slaves and the preservation of
the Union. That prayer was heard.

America needs a vision which Isa-
iah had, when he said, “I am a man
of unclean lips, and | dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips”
(Isa. 6:5). He saw God high and
lifted up and His train filled the tem-
ple. The vision of a great God, a great

Now, more than ever before, we
need anything else but a moratorium
on holiness preaching

purpose, and the possibilities of vic-
tory over every foe, should stir every
citizen to the highest loyalty to God
and to our nation. We need a revived
vision of what God can do for our
people. Such a revival based upon
contriteness of heart will bring life,
liberty, and true happiness for every-
one.

May our sincere prayer be:

“Our fathers’ God, to Thee,
Author of liberty,
To Thee we sing.
Long may our land be bright
With freedom’s holy light;
Protect us by Thy might,
Great God, our King!”

A Moratorium on Holiness Preaching?

By Dennis A. Brenner*

aul wrote to Timothy some
P power-packed words that should
be reemphasized in our day: “For
God hath not given us the spirit of
fear; but of power, and of love, and
of a sound mind. Be not thou there-
fore ashamed of the testimony of our
Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be
thou partaker of the afflictions of the
gospel according to the power of God;
who hath saved us, and called us
with an holy calling, not according to
our works, but according to his own

*Pastor, First Church of the Nazarene, Lansing,
11,

4

purpose and grace, which was given
us in Christ Jesus before the world
began” (2 Tim. 1:7-9).

A fellow pastor recently com-
mented that he felt the churches were
a bit “straightlaced” and that we
would do better to concern ourselves
with the simple gospel that Jesus
Christ saves sinners. He went on to
say, “There is too much controversy
about holiness preaching, in regard to
conduct and practice.”

Does this mean that our people do
not need a deeper life in the Spirit
that follows subsequent to regenera-
tion? And if we do realize the need,
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how are they to seek it if it is not
preached? Our congregations need a
guide in things spiritual. They need
the Word from someone—superna-
tural, superhuman, divine. Yes, man
as a sinner needs divine revelation to
bring him to repentance, but how
much more the regenerate man needs
divine revelation and a cleansing of
the heart of double mindedness.

No preacher in his right mind has
attempted to handle the Word with-
out seeking the direction and guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit. We depend
upon the Spirit to guide us into all
truth. Then why not tell our people
they too must seek a life guided by
the Spirit—not by self?

In a day when holy lives are no-
ticeably void in our churches and on
church boards, we need more than
ever a voice from the pulpit, a voice
directed by God—dead to self, and
awake to the gentle leadings of the
Holy Spirit. A voice not of fear, but
of power and love and of a sound
mind.

Are we guilty of being ashamed of
the testimony of our Lord, who made
himself of no reputation, but took
upon himself the identification of a
servant doing completely the Fa-
ther’'s will? This was the apostle’'s
concern for Timothy. Ashamed men
are weak men. Ashamed men have no
vital influence on people or prin-
ciples of darkness about them.

It was in Miami, June 18, 1972,
that Nazarenes were challenged by
their General Superintendent V. H.
Lewis that this was “The Time for
Truth.” He reminded his listeners
that if an earlier generation saw as
their sole reason for existence the
proclamation of the doctrine of full
salvation, then dare we miss our
golden opportunity in our day to
preach holiness?

In the pressures to expand the bor-
ders of the church, are we going to
become careless enough to take in
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members before they are ready? Can
we say we have really expanded the
church when to do so in breadth we
are sacrificing depth? When we take
members in who are neither in the
experience of sanctification, nor seek-
ing it, we are not building; we are
laying seeds of destruction.

A moratorium on holiness preach-
ing may give us a rapid growth, but I
guestion how long it will give a sus-
tained growth. There is “an holy call-
ing, not according to our works, but
according to his own purpose and
grace,” and if we exist apart from
that “calling,” | question our reason
for existence.

We must seek every means to give
to every man the gospel in the same
measure as we have received it, and
in seeking every man, we must not
forget the same measure. The full
gospel is the message of heart holi-
ness. Even John the Baptist declared
to those who came for baptism unto
repentance the need of being bap-
tized with the fire and the Holy Spir-
it (Matt. 3:11).

In the midst of the energy crisis we,
as holiness preachers, need to remem-
ber there is no shortage with God. In
fact, the promise is to those with the
Holy Spirit, that they shall have
power: power to live a godly life in an
affluent society. Sometimes the more
affluent we become, the less holy we
are. We need power to trade the
“good life” for the *“godly life”—
power to keep both success and God'’s
Word in perspective.

If we build the Church in our day
we will do it with holy hearts, with
clean hands, with pure motives. Let
no one fool us; this type of individ-
ual—Dbe it pastor or people—will seek
a sanctified heart. This will be the
result of a holiness message by a
preacher that believes it's time for
truth—holy truth.

Gentlemen, let’'s be holiness
preachers!



Making the Scriptures relevant is the

primary task of preaching, and there are

steps toward this goal which every
pastor can follow

Preparing an Effective Sermon

By Gordon Chilvers*

f our sermon is doctrinally cor-
I rect, is that all that matters? Can
any congregation expect more from
us than that we are accurate in all
that we say?

Yes! Even though the basic re-
guirement for any sermon is doc-
trinal accuracy, that is not enough
if our sermon is to fulfill its true
function.

Many people today have horizons
that are black with outsize problems.
Their knowledge of the Bible is con-
fined to some popular stories and a
few statements of doctrine. They
have little time or energy to find out
what God has to say on these prob-
lems. They rely on their preachers
to show them God'’s solution. It must
be a satisfying solution, and it must
be stated in a way that they can ap-
preciate.

This is where good form comes in.
Our sermon must have the shape that
will enable our hearers to assimilate
the truth more easily and live it more
completely. A dinner of fine food is
always welcome. Yet how much more
we value it and gain our needed
nourishment from it when it is well
cooked and attractively served. The
Word of God, which is our Authority
for preaching, is spiritual food, and

*Norwich, England.
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is described as “milk” and “strong
meat.”

While many methods abound, and
some suit one person better than an-
other, any good method is better than
none at all. Here is one that has been
found valuable by one preacher and
so could be useful to others.

Quite rightly, congregations stress
that they expect the preaching they
hear to be relevant to them in 1974.
Their needs differ from those of men
50 years ago, so they expect the ser-
mons to be different from what they
were 50 years ago.

As we consider a section of Scrip-
ture, whether one verse or an ex-
tended passage, we find a statement
or an incident that reveals a prin-
ciple of God’s dealings with men. We
ask ourselves in what circumstances
this would be useful. We then look
for a current problem to which it will
give an adequate solution. We choose
a problem that could well be in the
minds of some members of the con-
gregation who will hear the sermon.

We then know our goal. We state
clearly, in a single sentence if pos-
sible, how God meets the situation
that is the subject of our sermon, a
situation in which a hearer finds him-
self. It will assist us in our continued
preparation if we write out that goal.
It is the theme of our sermon. Writing
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it out will give us a guide in selecting
what material to put in and what to
leave out.

We are then in a good position to
make our introduction, in which we
show how our specific question is
answered by a particular passage of
scripture. We can then state the
problem in current terms, outlining
it as fully as will show each hearer
that we understand the problem and
see it from his point of view.

This type of sermon has several
distinct advantages. The hearer will
see at once that our sermon could be
relevant to him. His attention will be
focused. Also, his interest in it will
be aroused, and that is always a tre-
mendous advantage to the preacher.

Further, this method will answer
the questions that sometimes come
before a listener. Much has happened
since the Bible was written. Space
travel has changed the face of the
world as well as of individual lives.
Has the Bible anything worthwhile to
say to the contemporary scene? By
using a modern problem for his in-
troduction, the preacher will indicate
that the Bible is not antiquated, but
is as up-to-date as the news bulletin
he hears.

Again, by this method we shall
stress that our sermons are based on
scripture. Our hearers will learn that
this is our Authority for what we say.
We are not relying on our own wis-
dom, however “profound,” but upon
what God has to say to us in the Bi-
ble.

This emphasizes that the Scrip-
tures, properly interpreted and ap-
plied, are alone essential as our
Guide. They are sufficient to teach
us God’s will for us and the blessings
we enjoy in Jesus Christ.

Then we seek to show from our se-
lected passage what God has to say
on this problem. To do this ade-
quately requires a period of concen-
trated thinking and hard study. This
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demands diligence and perseverance,
but we do nothing that is more worth-
while or fitting to our calling as
preachers.

We begin our study by reading one
or more English versions. Few of us
can handle the original languages as
well as we can our English versions.

Although we usually read the King
James Version publicly, and take our
texts from it, we find the British Re-
vised Version, the American Stan-
dard Version, or the Revised
Standard Version to be better for
study. These versions are best as a
basis for careful and exact prepara-
tion. Modern paraphrases can often
throw light on a phrase, but we must
begin with the translations that are
closest to the original.

Reading the selected passages sev-
eral times is an essential foundation
for the building of our sermon.
Through this repeated reading of the
passage, we hear God speaking to us
clearly. Dr. G. Campbell Morgan
tells us that he often read a passage
40 to 50 times before he prepared his
sermon from it. This reading will
enable us to understand the context
as well as the text. Knowing the con-
text is essential, for as Charles Had-
don Spurgeon reminded us years ago,
a text without a context is only a pre-
text.

When the preacher has the essen-
tial knowledge, a study of the text in
the original language should follow.
By the use of Hebrew or Greek lexi-
cons, concordances, word studies,
and grammars, the preacher will be
able to gain a clear understanding
of the different words used in the
passage and the grammatical mean-
ing of the sentences.

Every preacher should try to mas-
ter the Greek alphabet. It takes only
an hour or two and has value which
is far beyond the time involved in
learning it.

The preacher without even this
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knowledge can gain enormously from
the use of a good concordance such
as Strong’'s The Exhaustive Con-
cordance of the Bible. He can start
from the word in the English version
and find out from Strong the essen-
tials for expounding the passage he
has selected. He can also get con-
siderable help from Young’'s Analyt-
ical Concordance to the Bible. This
book has indexes showing how each
word is translated in Old and New
Testaments. This gives a clear idea
of the emphasis a word is likely to
have in the passage being studied.

Having done this essential work,
the preacher is ready to consult com-
mentaries. Following this order will
prepare the preacher to read his
commentaries with discrimination.

Conscientious preparation will
yield a wealth of information. Most
of this can be used profitably, but
some will have to be discarded. The
simple test for inclusion is whether
the information helps to carry on the
theme to its proper conclusion.

The preacher then proceeds to the
main part of his sermon. The materi-
al will need to be divided into various
sections. Each section will have as its
purpose the explaining of the theme
and the development of the argu-
ment. It leads from the introduction
to the conclusion in stages easy for
each hearer to follow.

Care is needed to see that the ser-
mon has a logical and progressive
course. The sermon must progress
steadily to its conclusion, or the
hearer’s attention will be lost on the
way to the goal. The number of these
sections will depend on the subject
and what sort of treatment the
preacher is giving to the passage.
Three is a useful number, and the
great British preacher Alexander
Maclaren could find a three-pronged
fork in any text. Yet three is not a
necessity. Robertson of Brighton
needed only two, while C. H. Spur-
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geon often had more than three.

More important is that these divi-
sions arise naturally from the passage
selected. They must never be forced,
nor added for the sake of complete-
ness.

What sort of headings should be
given to these divisions? Some pre-
fer alliterations, as it assists mem-
ory. Headings are single words, each
beginning with the same letter for at
least one main word. Using an ex-
tension of this idea, the last word in
the heading has the same termina-
tion, such as tion or ing. This is all
right if it does not sound artificial.

The writer prefers to use proposi-
tions for the divisions. The advantage
of this is that it makes it easier for
the preacher to see if the divisions
lead naturally from one section to the
next, and on to the conclusion. Also,
these propositions can stand in their
own rights and say something to the
hearer.

Should the preacher announce his
headings? Usually it is good to do so.
This enables the hearers to know
what is coming next. More listeners
than the preacher realizes have diffi-
culty in following close reasoning.
Announced headings will help them
see the logical argument more easily.
If the propositions say something
worthwhile, hearers will remember
them when the details of the sermon
have been forgotten.

Each of these divisions should be
subdivided and given headings. This
will help check the preacher if he is
wandering from the theme. The char-
acteristics of good headings apply
also to the subheadings—though few
preachers will decide to announce
them.

Having done this work carefully,
the preacher can prepare the skele-
ton of his sermon consisting of head-
ings and subheadings. It is certainly
good to write this out fully. Ought
the preacher write out the whole ser-
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mon? In his early days, yes, as far as
time permits. It is a good discipline.
It also stimulates thoughts and
avoids the possibility of his saying
the same thing each Sunday with
only the text varied.

Few preachers have time to write
a whole sermon each week. Some
write out a different paragraph or
two or important parts such as the
first and last sentences.

Consulting again one or two stan-
dard commentaries at this point is
essential. The preacher can compare
his interpretation with recognized
authorities on the passage. There is
still much light to break out from
God’s Word, and God may give spe-

cial illumination.

The sermon must ascend to its
climax or it will be like the tide that
wastes itself in the sand. The climax
is the goal which the preacher had
before he began his sermon.

The final paragraph is the preach-
er's challenge to his hearers. The ob-
ject of the sermon is to move them to
action. He wants them to begin a
different sort of life, at least in one
section of their lives.

Our hearers will never tire of such
sermons. They will captivate and
hold attention, which is the first
step towards their being informed,
guided, and strengthened by our
preaching.

Criterion of Success

Addressing a class of theological students, a minister once said,
“Young men, | wish | could say something that would deliver you from
the limited ambitions which | cherished when | was a theological stu-
dent. In those days | wanted only to be a personal success. | wanted to
rise to the top of my profession, become the minister of a big and in-
fluential church, preach to great congregations, receive a large salary,
and be proclaimed as a man of importance. | wanted to have the right
kind of people watching me and saying, ‘Well done! Isn’t he wonderful!

“Well, these ambitions have all been fulfilled, but what have they
accomplished beyond feeding my own little ego? And believe me, that
kind of food becomes tame and tasteless.

“Someday, young men, you will be forced to realize that the Chris-
tian minister has only one criterion of success. Have | reconciled men to
God? Have | healed their broken bodies and souls? Have | changed
their lives? Have | helped to make the kingdom of God a reality in the
Church and in the world? These are not our works. These are the mighty
works of Christ. It only matters that we believe in Him and yield our

lives to Him in faith and obedience.”

Submitted by J. C. Mitchell
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Only the Lord Jesus Christ can accomplish
this desperately needed work, and He needs
sensitive men and women through whom He can do it

Everything but a Broken Heart

he proprietor of a WE|d|ng ShOp

displayed this catchy sign: “We

can mend everything but a broken
heart.”

Like much modern advertising, the
claim is boastful enough to make us
wary. Yet it must be admitted that
man’s mechanical ingenuity is a mar-
vel. A good weld can be stronger than
the original metal. And clearly the
last four words of the ad contain hon-
est truth.

When auto makers developed a
transmission that shifted its own
gears, mechanics had to go to school
for weeks to learn enough about its
complicated insides so that they
could repair it. By dint of hard work
some of them succeeded. What man
can make, man can mend—if he tries
hard enough. But man did not make
himself. Transmission experts don’t
pretend to mend broken hearts.

The car owner with heart broken
by life's disasters may drive away
from the shop with a machine well

by
Allen Bowman

Professor
Marion College
Marion, Ind.
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mended but with his own inner hurt
still throbbing, wrenching his inmost
being, robbing him of all joy. The
hurt, indeed, may be so poignant
that it produces reckless driving and
lands him in the hospital.

Of course the doctors and nurses
who attend him there are experts,
too. They have studied much longer
than the transmission men have, be-
cause the human body is more com-
plicated than any machine —so
complicated that many things about
it still baffle the experts. And from a
physical standpoint this particular
case is comparatively simple: a frac-
tured hip, a lacerated scalp, and not-
too-serious internal injuries.

They set to work with anesthetic
and scalpel, with a metal pin and
skilful sutures, and patch him up
admirably. During the days that fol-
low, natural processes finish the heal-
ing. In due time the patient is dis-
missed, his body whole again. But
alas, the mended man leaves with
his heart as broken as ever. The doc-
tors, if the ethics of their profession
permitted, might well advertise as
the welder did: “We can mend every-
thing but a broken heart.”

The unhappy fellow, defrauded by
business associates he had trusted,
falsely accused, deserted by his wife,
criticized by his children, harassed
by financial losses, finally goes to a
psychiatrist. Unfortunately, the fact
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that the practitioner rejects the
Christian faith is of no significance
to him. Is not this specialist even
more highly trained than the average
physician? Is he not skilled in prob-
ing the inner recesses of the mind?

To this expert the despairing man
pours out the secrets of his past life.
He gets temporary relief. But he finds
that he must go back again and again.
Finally, with debts piled higher than
ever and unhappiness still corroding
his personality, he sadly concludes
that even psychiatry has definite
limitations. The psychiatrists might
well confess, “We can't mend a bro-
ken heart.”

What now? If the brokenhearted
man only realized it, there is one
more person he should consult. In
fact he should have consulted him
years earlier, before blow after blow
fell upon his defenseless head. That
person is the man of God. The suf-
ferer needs a specialist in matters of
the immortal spirit—the expert who
can introduce him to his Maker.

Jesus Christ announced one day
to His hometown folks the nature of
the commission He had received from
His Father. Among its various phases
was this: “He hath sent me to heal
the brokenhearted” (Luke 4:18).

A housewife who had suffered seri-
ous mental and emotional troubles
since her early teens was told by her
psychiatrist: “You will just have to
accept yourself as an emotional crip-
ple.” The words seemed like the
crack of doom. With dismay she re-
flected on her unhappy childhood
and still more unhappy adolescence
and adulthood. Must she look for-
ward to nothing except misery?

Then someone led her to Christ.
Possessed of a new hope, she sought
God further and by faith appropri-
ated the fullness of the Holy Spirit.
In the weeks that followed she wept
many tears. But they were not tears
of despair. True, she seemed to be
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living over again the unhappy years
of her past—the hurts she has suf-
fered, the hurts she had inflicted on
others, the corroding fears. Yet with
every memory she confessed her fault
in the matter and implored God to
forgive her and the others involved.
The Spirit himself was helping her
infirmities (Rom. 8:26).

One evening the process came to a
climax. In a fresh flood of tears the
penitent drew very near to God—and
suddenly the storm cleared away.
There was a great calm. “The Lord is
nigh unto them that are of a broken
heart; and saveth such as be of a con-
trite spirit” (Ps. 34:18). The Lord
Jesus had healed her.

“He hath sent me to heal the bro-
kenhearted.” Yet there are ministers
who seem unaware of how deep-
seated man’s need is. Their social
gospel, they believe, will somehow
heal mankind. They are busy with
reform, confident that more orga-
nized effort and better legislation
will end racial discrimination, pov-
erty, and war. Their position is quite
comparable to that of the welder:
“We can mend everything but a bro-
ken heart”—or can they? What a
pity!

In reality God has called you as
His ministering servant to a task
much more fundamental. A correct
stance as to the ills of society is im-
portant, but far more important is
the work of bringing heartbroken
people to the Great Physician. As a
minister of the gospel you are a prac-
titioner of much greater value to
society than the repairman, the phy-
sician, the psychiatrist, or the re-
former. Valuable though these men
are, their skills cannot bring peace
and solace to the human heart.

Only the Lord Jesus can accom-
plish that desperately needed work.
And He is looking for sensitive men
and women through whom He can do
it.
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True worship directs attention to Christ
as the Saviour and Source of life, without

stuffy dignity or cheap nonsense

How to Prevent Worship

ome overly eager leaders of pLIb-
S lic religious services remind me
of the super-conscientious teacher at
a grade school who called the chil-
dren together during recess and lined
them up in rows, then made a pep
speech expressing her desire that
they be happy and have a good time
in their play. One little fellow, who
before she came had been having the
time of his life, muttered, “We were
playing great until she came and or-
ganized it.”

A common mistake of the inexperi-
enced leader is to be so anxious that
the service not drag or get into a rut
that he structures it to death. He
tries to plan in advance every move
and every moment, almost to the
point of telling how many words can
be included in prayer. Or, he makes
the opposite mistake striving so hard
for spriteliness and “spontaneity”
that he wears himself and everyone
else out. He talks about “freedom”
until he chokes it with gush.

This is the mark of the amateur.
Such wordiness amuses and confuses
people, but does not lead them into a
real worship experience.

by
Richard S. Taylor

Director of Continuing
Education, Department of
Education and the
Ministry
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One layman writes: “I'm seeking
to adjust to a new pastor who is so
bent on achieving ‘freedom’ that I, at
least, have a hard time worshipping.
I have the notion that in order to wor-
ship, you have to think about God
and not about what people are doing
all the time.”

When in a misguided bid for ex-
citement and novelty, something new
is constantly being sprung, and the
order is turned topsy-turvy every ser-
vice, until no one knows what is going
to happen next, there may be interest
(of sorts), but there certainly will not
be worship. Worship, in which people
personally sense the presence of God
and are in personal contact with Him,
is impossible in the midst of a three-
act play. This is doubly true when
the worshipper himself is supposed
to have a role in the play and doesn’t
know in advance just exactly where
he is to stand and what he is to say.
He will be so busy watching others
and following cues that before he
knows it the hour will be gone with-
out any sense of worship seeping into
his restless spirit. The only thing
that will have been achieved will be
the avoidance of boredom. It is not
so certain that there equally will have
been the avoidance of irritation.

J. B. Chapman had a sounder in-
sight when he said that if people were
to worship God they had to be mini-
mally conscious of the form and
structure, which meant that there
had to be some regularity and de-
pendability in the form which caused
the worshippers to be able to forget
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it and still participate in it. In other
words, there needed to be a sense of
the familiar. Only then could there
be that comfortable feeling of relaxa-
tion that makes worship possible.
More recently, Keith Walkins, pro-
fessor of worship and parish minis-
try, Christian Seminary, Indianap-
olis, made a plea for a direct and sim-
ple order of service, with extensive

reading from the Bible. He advised
against bizarre, novel fads, and any-
thing which was fake and phony.
There- could be relaxed good grace
without either stuffy dignity or cheap
nonsense. Above all, the service must
direct the attention to Christ as the
Saviour and Source of life.* To such
advice we could profitably listen.
*Article in the Christian, September 10, 1972.

The Difference About Love

T. D. Hersey*

To Preach: Though I speak with the
tongues of men and of angels, and
have not love, I am only an empty
noise.** The ability to communicate
with others, to impress them deeply
in their emotions, to convince them
widely in their thinking, and to in-
fluence them fully in their living—
but without love. The fluency of ora-
tory and the passion of empathy, the
rhythm of poetry, and the harmony
of song—but without love—brings
an empty message with no meaning
that produces response to life.

To Teach: Though I have the gift of
prophecy, and understand all mys-
teries, and all knowledge, and have
not love, I am nothing. The capacity
to receive all revealed truth, to per-
ceive all concealed truth, to com-
prehend the whole of all truth, and
to pass it on to others; by interpret-
ing with simplicity, expounding with
plainness, and applying with all
thoroughness to life—but without
love—fails to bring understanding of
truth or its purpose to life.

To Reach: And though | have all

*Moravia, la.
**Translations by author.
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faith, so | could remove mountains,
and have not love, I am nothing. To
remove mountains is to overcome all
impossibilities, to provide for all nec-
essities, and to promote all blessed-
ness in life—but without love? Have
| done anything at all to make life
worthwhile?

To Serve: Though I give all that |
have to feed the hungry, and burn
out my life with passion for others,
and have not love, | have gained
nothing. To channel all benefits and
values to others, to transmute all
detriments and reverses into whole-
someness by sacrificial living, to
practice constant involvement in the
concerns of others in satisfactory
giving—but without love! What gain
at all to myself or to others?

Love cannot be substituted by the
various religious activities intended
to bring significance to life. Without
love, no religious activity, by any
discipline or application to life, can
bring the expected results. Yet love
is not the vital ingredient to make
the difference between success and
failure. For were we to say “Though
| speak with the tongues of men and
of angels” and have all love that
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could be considered vital to my
preaching, teaching, reaching, and
serving, it is not enough. I remain an
empty noise. | am still nothing. |
have gained nothing.

Because the ultimate of love can-
not be contained within the limita-
tions of my life. But does not the
possession of love to the full extent
of my limitations make possible a
useful and effective life? The an-
swer is no. Does that mean that all
religious effort is in vain? The an-
swer is yes. Then are we without
hope of attaining any good in life?
The fulfillment of that hope is pos-
sible on an entirely different ap-
proach to life.

For it is not what | have or do with
love that makes the difference in
life. It is what | dedicate of myself
through love to God. The fullness of
love is too much for me to contain;
therefore 1 must yield myself to the
infinity of love to attain the whole-
ness and fulfillment of life, as a fish
in the infinity of water or a bird in
the air.

Whether | speak ... or am com-
pletely dumb in the expression of
truth and love from God, if | am to-
tally subjective to love, | do not con-
trol it but it controls me, and makes
my life a blessing. Love then contin-
ually overflows my life as living wa-
ter to refresh the souls of men. Love
is that constant radiation of healing
light from God through my life to
others.

Whether | know all things or noth-
ing at all, whether | am able for all
things or helpless, is not important,
if only love has complete control of
my life.

What then is love? Love is that
which is beyond my capacity to con-
tain or control. Love brings me into
beneficial harmony with God and
others. Then will my life of service
bring praise to God and blessing to
others.
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Practical
Points

that make
a difference

The Pastor’s Thoughtfulness
Made Me Feel like a King!

Dear Son:

| felt like a king! The pastor knew
that we were leaving for a month’s va-
cation, and you know what he did?

First, he called over the telephone
and wished us bon voyage! After tell-
ing us that they would miss us, he re-
marked that they were happy that we
could get away and promised to pray
for our safety and rest.

If that wasn’t enough, the pastor
listed those who were on vacation in
the bulletin, and again wished us well.
You know what that did to me? He
didn’'t create any guilt feelings about
my being gone. | felt that he was inter-
ested in my welfare, and | left with a
great spirit of appreciation and love.

By the way, though the pastor said
nothing, | left my tithe and saw to it
that my church responsibilities were
taken care of. | could do no less.

Now our pastor is smart. He knows
that our vacationing may leave a lead-
ership vacuum for a while, but he han-
dled it so well that | can hardly wait to
get back!

Son, | have heard men whine and cry
about people leaving, and create such
an atmosphere as to defeat the very
things that the church was trying to
accomplish. Your optimism and ap-
preciation of your people will bring
them running back for more. Have a
good day Sunday!

Love
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Pushed Outside the Wall

By a layman*

oday my pastor pushed me out-
side the wall. I had come to

church to worship the Lord and join

His people in fellowship with Him,
but my pastor spoke to us during the
whole service as if we were the
“world” and needed to come to the
Lord.

I love evangelism and believe it is
the heart of our aim and purpose, but
even steak becomes unappetizing if
nothing else is ever served.

Must we go to some other church
to worship? To school to learn our
Bibles? When every service is di-
rected to the unsaved we are robbed
of worship and learning.

To evangelize with effect we must
also both worship and learn. Ten
minutes of worship cannot sustain
an hour’s evangelism, and not many
men can shift gears in the middle of
a service. Leading a congregation in
true worship is every bit as fine an
art as lining an altar with seekers.
Teaching is different from both wor-
ship and evangelism, and Christians
need to learn their Bibles.

Church people need to know
what to expect in advance. There is
preparation needed for both pulpit
and pew for each type of service, and
lack of homework leaves few results.
The idea of switching services so peo-
ple never know what to expect is good
entertainment but poor business.
When a store has a good product it
does not mind advertising it in ad-

*Name withheld.
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vance; people who come for groceries

make poor customers for a new car.
I am starving to worship with a
group of fellow Christians, and my
pastor keeps pushing us outside the
wall—and inviting us back in. I am
hungry to learn, and the preacher is
busy getting the same souls born
again. One soul born again is of little
value unless he can worship and
praise God intelligently. No one
would ever grow up if a mother was so
busy giving birth to babies that she
had no time to feed and instruct
those she already had. One preacher
told me that evangelism was all the
worship and learning he needed, but
many of us are different.

No preacher should ever leave the
Bible school and come into the
church; he should bring the Bible
school with him and let us sit where
he has sat—to learn and worship.
Then we could all go into the world
and evangelize with power. When the
church becomes only a mission field,
then both pulpit and pew become
lonely and hungry. When we have
seen the Lord, high, lifted up, power-
ful, and when we have heard conver-
sations from heaven, then we will say,
“Here am |, send me.”

So we'll go to church again tonight.
I cannot tell what it will be. The
bulletin says “evening service” and
that can mean anything. One thing is
certain—we will all be pushed out-
side the wall and invited to “come
back” again.
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By J. Grant Swank, Jr.*

Christlikeness
in the Pulpit

Henry Fielding (1707-54) wrote, “There is not in the universe a
more ridiculous, nor a more contemptible animal, than a proud
clergyman.”

Immediately one can picture what Mr. Fielding had in mind:
the overstuffed, pompous, stiff shirt who overpronounces his words,
underplays his faults, carries his nose high in the sky, and balances
his black book with a condescending air of snobbery.

Unfortunately, the pulpit can become a display box for human
personalities. The holy desk can prove a platform for those who
yearn to call attention to themselves. In what other situation are the
people forced to listen to a monologue without interruption, whether
they like it or not? If they want to get to heaven, they know they have
to worship. And so sit there they will, having to listen to the man
behind the lectern.

That lectern is a perfect spot for the one who would glory in his
own self; in short, in his own haughtiness. He can rant. He can rave.
And in some instances, he can try to. brag about one venture or an-
other. n

He can use the pulpit to show off his wardrobe—new suits, ties,
shirts.

Even more subtly, the minister can exert his authority to the
point of preaching forever and ever. Showing his pride in long-winded
preaching? Can be, sure. How he loves to hear his own voice!

But then there was Jesus—carpenter, natural, lowly, stopping
for the children to listen to their chatter. No one would ever have had
the chance to call Him a “contemptible animal,” that “ proud clergy-
man.”

The word humility has almost worn itself out, supposedly. Then
perhaps we should be careful in its use when referring to the men of
the cloth. But one could never go wrong or be misunderstood if he
were to challenge the clergy to be Christlike, emptied of false pride
in the calling.

The plaque on the pulpit top reads correctly when it states:
“Sir, we would see Jesus.”

‘ Pastor, Fishkill, N.Y.
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NAZARENE and LOCAL
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. . . . EARL C. WOLF, Executive Director
Compiled by the General Stewardship Commission HAROLD 0. PARRY, office Editor

General Superintendent Stowe

FANTASY lIAML

WE WERE ATTENDING the annual Conference of the Bishops
and General Superintendents of the holiness churches. In one of
our sessions we met in a room recently vacated by another group.
A large blackboard which they had used remained in the room.
On it was the outline of the agenda which the group had fol-
lowed. It began with “Brainstorming."” The fourth heading was
"Fantasy Games." | had no idea what subject was under con-
sideration or how the game was played, but the topic caught both
my eye and my imagination.

Could it be that too much of our ecclesiastical activity is
actually nothing more than "fantasy games"? Do we uncon-
sciously tend to see situations as we wish they were rather than
as they actually are? In reality, fantisizing is falsifying. It is a deadly
peril, as is every form of dishonesty, be it deliberate or uninten-
tional.

Take the matter of financing the church, for example. How
often we labor under the misapprehension that nearly all our
people are giving maximum support to the church! Based on this
false premise, we tailor our budget to the amount of money
which is being received, and compliment the congregation on its
faithful stewardship. This is too often a "fantasy game." A careful
study of the number of constituent families and the amount of
their tithe based on areasonable estimate of average income for
the area will dispel such illusions. Without being harshly judg-
mental, these facts should be presented to the church as a bib-
lical basis of Christian stewardship This minimum figure plus a
generous amount of offerings should be held up as the norm. An
unapologetic emphasis upon both the duty and the privilege of
the paying of tithes and the giving of offerings is part of the
preacher's responsibility. Silence at this point is no favor to our
people.

A corollary truth concerns the dispensing of church income.
It is possible to play "fantasy games" about our generosity to

Continued on page 16b



causes outside the local church. Can we honestly demonstrate
concern for others by spending 80 percent to 90 percent of our
total income on ourselves? Presbyterian Robert Hudnut states:
"A precise indicator of a church's success is how much of its
money it gives away. Churches are in business to lose money. A
church's profit is its loss" (The Sleeping Giant, page 65). Ten per-
cent for World Evangelism is a base minimum. Budgets for Home
Missions and Education are the floor, not the ceiling.

And just as it is with tithing, the more we give, the more will
be given back to us. Luke 6:38 is for churches as well as indi-
viduals. “Give to others and God will give toyou.... The measure
you use for others is the one God will use for you" (TEV).* This is
no "fantasy game"! Pastors whose churches have broken through
the "minimum barrier” on benevolences will testify to this truth.
There is more for salaries and other important local budget needs
when we go all out for others.

*From the Today's English Version of the New Testament. Copyright © American Bible
Society, 1966.

Tfe 6Ift | 1 Church Manual

NEW MEMBERS need to have access to information about the
# history, doctrine, ritual, and polity of the Church of the Nazarene.
Why not keep asupply of the 1972 Manual on hand to present to
those joining the church for the first time? A significant remem-

* w B brance of an important occasion.
Durably bound in black cloth board with gold-stamped title.
if: Bar-thumb indexing for instant reference to 12 different sec-
tions.

12 for $21.00

NAZARENE
PUBLISHING

Post Office Box 527
- Kansas City, Missouri 64141

* * * * N * *



OPEN UP

EXCITING
NEW DIMENSIONS

FOR YOUR ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES!

DIALOG SERIES

The LATEST in this
series of undated elective
courses for adult

Sunday school classes

SINGLE IN A COUPLES' WORLD
Biblical support and insight to single
young adults trying to live ike Christians
in today's world.

LOVE, MARRIAGE—AND

OTHER HAZARDS

A realistic approach to 13 different di-
mensions of Christian living. Strong em-
phasis is put on Bible study.

Other Titles Available

HOLINESS-ALIVE AND WELL DARE TO DISCIPLINE
WHY DON'T YOU DO SOMETHING, PRAYER THAT REALLY WORKS
GOD? THE NOW LOOK OF EVANGELISM
DEVELOPING CHRISTIAN PERSONALITY WHOLESOME INTERPERSONAL
DISCOVER YOUR BIBLE RELATIONSHIPS
All Leaders’ Guides $1.00 Pupil Books*  $1.25

«Excepting DARE TO DISCIPLINE— paper, $1.95; cloth. $3.95.

Also Appropriate for Young Adult Fellowship Meetings

Order on the Church Literature-Supplies Order Blank
or direct from YOUI nazarene publishing house

Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141

16¢



Mastering Corinthians*

Paul Miller presents a contemporary approach to the
study of Corinthians. Rap-group material, paraphrasing
suggestions, and other programmed learning activities
provide sound and exciting methods for getting into
God’s Word. Includes study map. 8Vs x 11".

N-9740 75¢c

Leader’s Guide for “Mastering Corinthians”
Outlines the local Bible quiz program. Includes “answers"
section for workbook. &/z x 11”.

N-9741 60c

Questions on Corinthians for Local Quizzing

Over 500 questions (with answers) for practice and competi-
tion. 812x 11"

N-9742 45c

Official Rules for Quizzing
Separate booklet for fingertip reference.
N-9723 25c

Bible Study and Quizzing Certificate

A meaningful recognition for local church participants.
5V4 x 8%".

N-29 Package of 12 for 40c

Score Sheet Pad
Special forms suitable for 2- or 3-team quizzes. 6Vi x 11".
U-1802 Pad of 25 for 50c

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

POST OFFICE BOX 527
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64141
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preach the gospel
Scripture portion of Corinthians
handy to carry for spare-time study.
Pocket-size, 3 x 412M 80 pages.
TE-530C 10c; 12 for $1.10

Reach Out

Youth edition of the popular-style,
paraphrased Living New Testament.
Kivar.

TR-5201 $2.95

‘YOUTH LEADERS: This is
a Bible study that should in-
volve your entire group. En-
courage total participation by
providing a workbook for each
teen and using it in NTF,
prayer and study groups, and
retreats.



AND NOW ... BRAZIL

61 STATIONS ... in 53 CITIES . . . located in 22 of the states of
Brazil . . . scheduled the Portuguese "A HORA NAZARENA"
BROADCAST on Palm Sunday and Easter in response to our
first contact this year. Many are located in the large-population
areas. WHAT AN OPPORTUNITY to give the Good News in
Portuguese to the more than 95 million people of Brazil! RE-

MEMBER BRAZIL in YOUR Latin Language Broadcast Offering in
JULY.
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chUruch_mjahship
training
program

For Juniors Only-Grades 4, 5. 6

For additional information write:
Christian Service Training

6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131



Now available on request.

People Reaching People. That's what it's all about.

Home missions is people everywhere reaching out with
the gospel.

This little booklet is free upon request. It tells the story of
the work of the Department of Home Missions as assigned in
the Manual of the Church of the Nazarene.

Answers the questions you've been wanting to ask!

Ask for your copy now from:

The Department of Home Missions
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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Jorge de Barros, Speaker
"A HORA NAZARENA"
(Portuguese Broadcast)

TAKING THE"GOOD NEWS" TO ...

BRAZIL

"The people of my church have been blessed
and their faith edified through the program. The
audience reached by 'Radio Relogio' is magni-
ficent.”

CAPE VERDE ISLANDS

BONAIRE, Netherlands Antilles (This Trans

World Radio station also carries the program to
Brazil.)

UNITED STATES (four stations located in

California, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Rhode Is-
land)

AFRICA (ANGOLA & MOZAMBIQUE)
TOTAL STATIONS AIRING PORTUGUESE ... 27



| LANGUAGE RADIO

H. T. Reza

Speaker on

“LA HORA NAZARENA™
(Spanish Broadcast)

MINISTERING TO MILLIONS IN SPANISH—

Through the facilities of 727 stations, located in
24 areas of the world . ..

United States (13 states) . . . Puerto Rico . . .
Spain . .. Mexico . .. Belize ... Costa Rica ... H
Salvador . ..Guatemala ... Honduras . .. Nicaragua
... Panama . . . Argentina . . . Bolivia . . . Chile . ..
Colombia . . . Ecuador . .. Paraguay . .. Peru . ..

Uruguay ...Venezuela ... Dominican Republic .. .
Haiti . .. Bonaire ... Canary Islands.
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Junior Quiz ...

Photo by Tom Stack

This year's quiz covers the life of Christ

and "l Believes."

!, .

| Jite® °

Quizzer's Book, Series |

N-680 35¢
Leader's Book, Series |

N-681 60c
Answer Box

N-682 Per set, $2.50
Score Sheets, pad of 25

U-1802 50c

Order by number from NPH

Junior Programs ...

e "Junior Topics™

Contains program ideas in two study units
of five lessons each. Also includes a sup-
plement to be used with primaries and
a unit of three missionary programs.

Us

e “Junior Topics Action Packet”

Handwork for primaries and ideas in de-

veloping handwork for juniors.

Cor-

related with Junior Topics.

Order EVERY QUARTER on your Church
Literature-Supplies Order Blank.
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SOMETHING i
HAS BEEN ADDED!

New slide sets to go with the 1974-75 Mission Study Programs!
Sets are available with typed scripts, or with cassette

New Sets Cost

ARGENTINA SST-7415, Slides and tape, $3.50
SL-7415, Slides and typed script, $3.00

BOLIVIA SST-74186, Slides and tape, $3.50
SL-7416, Slides and typed script, $3.00
BRAZIL SST-7417, Slides and tape, $3.50
SL-7417, Slides and typed script, $3.00
CHILE SST-7418, Slides and tape, $3.50
SL-7418, Slides and typed script, $3.00
ECUADOR SST-7419, Slides and tape, $3.50

SL-7419, Slides and typed script, $3.00

URUGUAY SST-7420, Slides and tape, $3.50
SL-7420, Slides and typed script, $3.00

PERU SST-7421, Slides and tape, $3.50
SL-7421, Slides and typed script, $3.00

Order from the Nazarene Publishing House, Box 527
Kansas City, Mo. 64141

Write to the Publishing House for a complete listing of all slides and 16-mm.
films available on missions. These can be obtained for a small rental fee or a
freewill offering for General Budget.

COMING IN AUGUST

New Film: The Alabaster Story
16-mm. film. 12 minutes. Full sound and color.

The exciting story of the origin and growth of the Alabaster Offering—what
it means—how it is raised—what it is used for. See the difference it is mak-
ing on Nazarene mission fields.

Celebrating the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Alabaster Offering.

Every district will receive a copy as a gift. Opportunity will be given to
purchase more. A few will be available on a rental basis from the Nazarene
Publishing House at the above address.

FR-123. Freewill Alabaster offering plus service and mailing fee of $4.00.
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Nazarenes on the Movel!

Keep the church in touch with your moving Nazarenes.
Take afew moments to complete this form on a person or family who will
be moving soon from your congregation to a new community.

PLEASE PRINT

Name Moved to:

Address

Street City State or Province Zip Code
Relationship with our church: O Members 0O SS 0O Friends

Approximate date of move:

Additional information

Name of Sender:

Mr. Name and Address of Pastor:
Mrs.
Miss Pastor: -

Street .

City, State or Province

District District:

The Department of Evangelism

Additional forms are available from: 6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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PROGRAM
PLANNER
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STEWARDSHIP
KIT

If you do not receive your free
copies, please write to:

GENERAL STEWARDSHIP COMMISSION
Church of the Nazarene

6401 The Paseo 16m
Kansas City, Mo. 64131



Some Things Are _
Worth Repeating

There are at least three ways these devotionals can be
used:

1. Read the scripture and its explanation; discuss the
questions; think about the "Thought for Today";
and have prayer.

2. Read the scripture and its explanation; think about
the "Thought for Today"; and have prayer.

3. Read the scripture and have prayer.

Make family devotions a part of your daily schedule.
Adjust when you have to—but don't give up!

Order Table Talk on your regular church literature order
blank.

TEWARDSHIP

CHANCE OF ADDRESS FORM

PASTOR—a Service to You
When you change address, fill in the form below and mail to the General

Secretary.

Name Date of Change ---------------------
New Address .
City State Y] ———
Name of Church DiStriCt--mmm-mmnmmmmmmmmme-

New Position: Pastor ( ); Evang. ( ); Other
Former Address
Former Church
All official records at Headquarters and periodicals checked below will be
changed from this one notification.

Check: Herald of Holiness ( ); Other Sheep ( ); Preacher's Magazine ( );

Other T

(Clip and send to the General Secretary, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo.
64131.)




Other related quiz items . . .

SHIELD BIBLE SCORE SHEET PAD
Numerous features make this par- For keeping the official record
ticularly helpful for junior-age during a quiz. Each pad contains
use. 4% x 7V2". Cloth board. 25 special 8 V2 x 11" forms suitable
. for two- or three-team quizzes.
B-800N 3.00; 12 for $2.85 each
$3.00; 12 for $2.85each ;100 Each pad, 50c

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE e Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141
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1 Read at leastone article each quarterin the "EDGE."
2. Read the book below (available from your SS li-

brary) related to his area of service.

Ministering to the Young Single Adult
by Elmer Towns

The young adults in your church will increase 35 percent by 1980!
HOW? If you just keep the teens you have won to Christ in 1970-73!
Here is the help you need to develop meaningful ministries for this
swelling segment of the population. Indexed. 127 pages. Paper.
1.95

Developing Youth Sponsors Cassette
by Doug Ross

Not every church can hire a full-time minister of youth. Nevertheless,
every church ministers to youth. Doug Ross shares principles to help
volunteer youth teachers and leaders as well as full-time associates.
A BIG PLUS for this message is its potential for preparing a church
toward a full-time youth worker.

TA-219 $3.95

Ways to Teach 3's to 5's (Pupil)
by Carol Woodard

Packed with help for teachers of preschool children. What are the
characteristics of preschoolers? How important is environment in
their learning? What is creative play? Where is the value in art?
Is it possible for a teacher who is aware of effective methods to im-
prove in techniques? Make these discoveries and many, many more
through this excellent text. 142 pages. Cloth board. $2.00

Order a set TODAY and build up your worker's library
A $7.90 value for ONLY $7.25

We offer this exception”’

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
P.O. Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141
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Retirement
Is Exciting

By Wesley C. Brough*

After 41 years, and due to the health of my wife, | felt it best to take
retirement. God had provided a beautiful, new home on a hill facing the
Pacific Ocean. After sitting there and watching the waves wash up on
the sandy beach for three months, we became fed up with retirement.
We went to the Lord in prayer, asking if there wasn't something we
could do.

The last three churches we pastored were small churches, so we
know the burdens and problems of a small church. After much prayer
we let it be known that we would go to any small church that couldn’t
afford a full-time evangelist for just our entertainment and whatever
they could afford to pay. In the past two years, we have held 22 revivals
and have seen over 1,000 souls at the altar.

Last fall we were headed for Indiana and Michigan for a series of
revivals. On the way we stopped off at the Los Altos Church in Albu-
querque, N.M., where my brother Norlyn was pastor. He asked me to
preach in the morning service. At the close of the service a young man
about 30 years old came down the aisle weeping and knelt at the altar.
He was a Catholic in a Protestant church for the first time, and knew
nothing about praying. We instructed him and he said a prayer after
us and was gloriously saved.

We found out he had driven 75 miles to that service, and he con-
tinued to do so every week for a year. Then he moved to within three
blocks of the church. He confessed to us later that he was on the verge
of a divorce, was sick of life, and didn’t feel it was worth living. Today
he is a member of the church and teaches the college-age young people.

There are many more instances that we could relate from the last
two years’ experiences.

Yes, retirement is exciting if you continue to do what you can after-
ward. Looking at the Pacific Ocean is beautiful, but seeing a soul bow
at the altar for the first time and come up with a shining face is more
beautiful still. Retirement is exciting if you continue to win souls to God.

‘ Evangelist, Morro Bay, Calif.
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The Facts About Pastors’ Wives

Part One: Books on Women in the Parsonage

ooks on pastors’ wives can be
B easily divided into time peri-
ods. There is no forcing of dates.
These books seem to come in small,
easily identifiable waves.

Four books fit strongly into the
decade of the forties. Mrs. Jesse M.
Bader, wife of a leader in the Na-
tional Council of Churches, wrote I
Married a Minister, published by
Abingdon-Cokesbury in 1942. It is a
symposium by 18 women of “ ability
and charm” whose husbands were
leading pastors in that era. Arthur
Hewitt, who wrote books about rural
churches, aptly named his book for
pastors’ wives The Shepherdess. Mrs.
Andrew W. Blackwood said Mr.
Hewitt “writes more profitably about
men than women.” Hewitt's book
was published in 1943. A 1939 book
by Mrs. Anna F. Johnson, The Mak-
ing of a Minister’s Wife, was auto-
biographical and pleasant reading,
as was Anna Laura Gebhard's Par-
sonage Doorway, published a decade
later.

All of these books have one thing
in common—they were written for
women in parsonages during the pre-
World War Il era. All of them have
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the touch of rural American Protes-
tantism, where the biggest problems
were solved by playing second place
to their “big, strong” pastor-hus-
bands, learning to stretch the dollar
by better ways to can peaches, deal-
ing with washday blues, and being a
woman of prayer. These volumes for
pastors’ wives in the forties are nos-
talgic, but of limited consequence
for pastors’ wives in the decade of the
seventies.

The last of the “good old days”
books, and probably the best, was
written by Mrs. Andrew W. Black-
wood, wife of the professor of prac-
tics in the Princeton Theological
Seminary, and author of many books.
The opening line of Dr. Blackwood’s
introduction to his wife’s book, The
Pastor’s Wife, is an excellent indi-
cator of what is to follow. He calls
the pastor’s wife “the mistress of the
manse,” and sees her as a full-time
partner with her husband. He indi-
cates that Mrs. Blackwood is writing
to the wife in the small church. Ac-
cording to the chapter headings, the
pastor’s wife is “A Worthy Woman,”
“A Friend to Everyone,” and “An
Uncrowned Queen.” Life in the par-
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sonage these days is filled with di-
mensions of realism that would
exclude these approaches.

In the middle 1960s, another wave
of books on and for pastors’ wives
came off the press. In 1964, Moody
Press published Dorothy Pentecost’s
book, The Pastor's Wife and the
Church. She bridges somewhat the
gap between the books of the nostal-
gic forties and the later studies of the
mid-sixties, when the concern shifted
to the pastor’s wife as a person cop-
ing with her professional role. Mrs.
Pentecost has shifted the references
from the washboard to the telephone.
In her chapter on “The Problems of
the Pastor's Wife,” she gives first
priority to the telephone. However,
the book still smacks of unrealistic
idealism.

After the mid-sixties, writers on
the pastoral ministry were showing a
new kind of serious interest in the
minister’'s wife and family. The Lu-
theran writer, William Hulme, in his
book, Your Pastor’s Problems, has a
significant chapter on the parsonage
family. Also in 1966, Mrs. Marilyn
Brown Oden, wife of a Boston Uni-
versity theology student and later
pastor in Oklahoma City, wrote The
Minister’s Wife: Person or Position?
She represents the new breed of min-
isters’ wives, concerned with her per-
sonal identity as a human being
while adequately coping with her pro-
fessional role as a pastor’s wife. She
sees the possibility for both the pas-
tor and his wife to lose their real
identities as persons and have little
interaction with each other outside
their respective roles as pastor and
pastor’'s wife. Key words with Mrs.
Oden are identity, role, freedom,
dependency, independency, and in-
terdependency.

In 1965, the first and only major
study of pastors’ wives on a research
basis was published in book form by
William Douglas, and entitled Min-

July, 1974

isters’ Wives. Douglas wanted to show
pastors’ wives as very human. He saw
arich variety of women in parsonages
which challenged the stereotypes
that had been perpetrated in the
literature and by pastors’ wives them-
selves. He set out with the help of the
Lilly Foundation and the question-
naire method to drop the marks
which have kept pastors’ wives from
being seen as the persons they really
are. Highlights in his findings are as
follows:

1. There are three involvement
patterns among the roles of pastors’
wives in relation to the work of their
husbands. About 20 percent of the
5,000 wives questioned are a “team
worker” with their husbands. They
form a team with division of labor
and shared responsibilities. They are
side by side “on the firing line.”
With them, church often comes be-
fore family. The study also reveals
that about 60 percent of the women
have a “background supporter” re-
lationship with their husbands’ role
as pastor. These women have some
responsibilities just as other church
members, but their first responsi-
bility is just to be wife and mother.
About 15 percent of the pastors’
wives were “detached” from their
husbands’ role as a minister. Some
of these women were rebellious
against the demands of the congre-
gation on their time and energy.

2. Another result of the research
by Douglas was the perceptible dif-
ference among expectations of
pastors’ wives in different denomina-
tions. For instance, 78 percent of the
Baptist pastors’ wives taught Sunday
school classes, while only 28 percent
of Episcopal wives did. Also 40 per-
cent of the Baptist pastors’ wives led
a youth group, and only 6 percent of
the Episcopal wives took on this ac-
tivity. Many other differences were
also noted to indicate that the role

(Continued on page 28)
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It is no credit to the Creator to flaunt
our limitations. It may appear humble
to us, but God has other ideas.

The Power to Be

n our earlier ministry my hus-
band and | were quite active in

evangelistic work; we sang together
and conducted evangelistic music as
well as preaching.

My husband never really relished
those calls to the singing ministry
because he felt limited and unqual-
ified. God has given him- the ability
to preach and teach the good news of
Jesus Christ and His big life. This is
his first love. Finally he said he would
accept no more singing engagements
—only preaching. He felt he could
accomplish more in the lives of in-
dividuals.

We had moved to our present pas-
torate, which hadn’t yet reached its
present explosion, when we received
a call to minister in California at a
lovely camp. For some reason my
husband accepted. Doesn’t everyone
think there is gold in California?
This call to minister was a call to
come as musicians.

by
Ruth Ann Polston

Pastor’s wife
Falls Avenue
Wesleyan Church
Waterloo, la.
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Our local congregation was sur-
prised when we told them we would
be in California for a week or so,
ministering in music. “Well, Pastor
Polston, we didn't know you were a
singer!” “What do you know, the
‘Rev’ can sing.” Spontaneously he
answered, “No, | can’t sing, but I'll
be a singer when | get there.”

Now you may question this con-
cept if you wish, but he really was
quite a good singer for his week of
music. The last Sunday afternoon
we had to leave before the conclusion
of the services. To our surprise, af-
ter we had sung the last message in
song, that congregation gave us a
standing ovation. We were over-
whelmed with the warmth of their
response.

Phil. 4:13 says, “I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth
me.” It is no credit to the Creator to
flaunt our limitations. It may appear
humble, but God isn't glorified.

Remember Moses, who murmured
about his task because he was slow
of speech. He didn’'t know that his
lack of eloquence was his best prepa-
ration. Very often the handicapped
man is the one most likely to achieve
because he knows success is not in
himself but in the big life of God in
him. This makes him adequate for
anything. His callings are his en-
ablings.

The Preacher’s Magazine



Stop saying you can't achieve.
Don’t say you're a poor cook. Stop
saying you're stupid . . . afraid . . .
nervous . . .ugly .. .short-tempered.
You can do or be anything you really
want to be or do through Christ.
When you say you can’'t, you are
locking yourself in—and Christ's
resources out.

In our ministry we consider nega-
tive words and thoughts of limita-
tions to be an insult to God. We
practice the “faith vocabulary.”

Here is a partial list of the “faith
vocabulary”:

I can.

I will.

| expect the best.

I know.

I will make the time.

Positively.

I am confident.

I do believe | am able.

A faith vocabulary can change your
life.

Below is the slave vocabulary we
listed as “don’ts” for our women’s
fellowship spiritual therapy on Tues-
day mornings:

I get nervous in front of a group.

I can’'t quit smoking.

I can’'t make decisions.

I'll never be anybody.

I'm not perfect.

I don’t have much “zip” anymore.

I’'m not smart.

I don't like my job.

I'm not as talented as he is.

I'm an introvert by nature.

I’'m too old to change.

I'm self-conscious.

I worry a lot.

It’'s never worked before.

But my situation is different.

If you just walked in my shoes for
a while.

Job 22:28 says, “Thou shalt also
decree a thing, and it shall be estab-
lished unto thee.”

Think of words as things—creative
things. Declare you have the power
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to do anything necessary for life and

fruitfulness. Away with slave words!

Don’'t be “snared with the words of

thy mouth” (Prov. 6:2). The victory

is as near as your mouth. “The word

is nigh thee, even in thy mouth.”
You have the Power to be.

An ldea That Worked

Recently | tried something new in
our weekly prayer meeting service
that produced a much greater re-
sponse that | had anticipated.

A question box was placed in the
church foyer, and our people were
encouraged to put any questions in
it that they had. | assured them
there would be an answer for them.
If they wanted a private answer, they
would have to sign their names to
their question. If they did not sign
their names, the questions would be
answered in one of the public ser-
vices, usually the midweek prayer
meeting. They were directed to ask
guestions in any area. If an open
question could not be answered due
to circumstances, they would simply
be told so. They have been very un-
derstanding.

Occasionally on Wednesday night,
I will deal totally with these ques-
tions. To aid in this service | have
taken a number of the questions and
answers from the “Answer Corner”
of the Herald of Holiness and pre-
sented the question to the people for
their reaction. Participation from the
young and old was readily forthcom-
ing. The answer of Dr. Purkiser was
then shared with them.

This has been a blessing to us, and
| thought it might be worth sharing
with others.

W. D. Johnson

Pastor Church of the Nazarene
Churubusco, Ind.
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THE

By C. NEILSTRAIT

Pastor, Taylor Avenue Church of the Nazarene, Racine, Wis.

Opening Life to Christ

Colossians 1:26-27

he first of these two verses
T speaks of “the mystery which
hath been hid from ages and from
generations, but now is made mani-
fest to his saints.” Then the second
goes on to explain: “God would make
known what is the riches of the glory
of this mystery . . . which is Christ
in you, the hope of glory.”

While there are several ways to
approach an understanding of these
verses, may | submit this thought:

“Christ in you, the hope” is an-
other way of saying God wants to do
some wonderful things in life—here
and now.

How to get life to open to Christ,
to His hope, to His possibility, is the
purpose of this sermon. So | offer
some practical ways just as starting
points—they are quite incomplete.
Maybe they will start you thinking in
terms of where your people are in the
spiritual pilgrimage.

First, PRAYER CAN OPEN LIFE
TO CHRIST, AND THE UN-
FOLDING OF THE MYSTERY—
“CHRIST IN YOU.”

It is good to know there are no pro-
fessional pray-ers. Man only needs a
need; an open heart; a seeking, sin-
cere heart; a repentant heart, to en-
gage in prayer. What was our Lord’s
promise? “Ask, and it shall be given
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock,
and it shall be opened unto you”
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(Matt. 7:7). “It is his power that
holds everything together” (Col. 1:17,
TLB).* And prayer puts man in
touch with that power.

The Early Church believed this.
The phrase “and when they had
prayed” occurs three times—Acts 4:
31; 6:6; and 13:3. The contact point
for them was prayer.

So prayer can be the touchstone,
the threshold, the beginning point
for Christ and what He wants to do
in life. Remember, miracles can’t be
bought. They are prayed for.

Second, BELIEVING AND
FAITH CAN OPEN LIFE TO
CHRIST, AND THE UNFOLDING
OF THE MYSTERY—"“CHRIST IN
YOU.”

Col. 1:23 admonishes: “If ye con-
tinue in the faith.” And Christ says:
“Only believe” . “According to

your faith” .and “If thou canst
believe.”
Our faith in the possibilities of

God—if it is a genuine trusting of
our belief in God—reaches out to
grasp the things God holds for the
Christ-follower.

Third, THE WORD CAN OPEN
LIFE TO CHRIST, AND THE UN-
FOLDING OF THE MYSTERY—
“CHRIST IN YOU.”

*The Living Bible, copyright © 1971, Tyndale
House Publishers, Wheaton, 111 Used by permission.
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Col. 1:23 states: “Be not moved
away from the hope of the gospel.”
In 3:16 we are admonished: “Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly.”

Because the Word gives hope, and
points to Christ and redemption and
deliverance, it is a miracle to the
predicament of life.

John 20:31 reaffirms this. “But
these are written, that ye might be-
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God; and that believing ye
might have life through his name.”

The miracle of the Word—be it
read, listened to, studied—is its pow-

in thed

Meditating with the

July 7

THERE’'S A NEED DOWN THERE
(17:14-20)

Scripture: Matt. 17:14-20

Introduction: We often hear people sing:
I'm living on the mountain,
Underneath a cloudless sky.

But if that is where we are staying all
the time we may be living a heavenly
life, but we are no earthly good!

Jesus had been with His three favored
disciples on the Mount of Transfigura-
tion. It had been the high moment of
their lives, as they glimpsed His eternal
glory and saw two heavenly visitors,
Moses and Elijah. Peter was so thrilled
with the experience that he said: “Lord,
it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I
will put up three shelters—one for you,
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er to sustain, to strengthen, to save.
The Word then, by what it does, by
what it is, by its power, opens life to
Christ.

John Wesley had his heartwarm-
ing experience while listening to the
reading of Luther’'s Preface to the
Romans.

These simple suggestions, then, as
a starting point. Three ways that
pave the way for God to unfold him-
self in life and explain the mystery
of “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”

Hope for this life and hope for the
life to come.

study

Master in Matthew

one for Moses and one for Elijah” (v. 4,
New International Version).* He wanted
to stay there the rest of his life!

But the heavenly scenario ended, and
Jesus led His three disciples down the
mountainside to the valley below. Why?
Because there was need down there. This

*From the New International Version, copyright ©
1973 by New York Bible Society International. Used
by permission.

By Ralph Earle

Professor of New Testament
Nazarene Theological Seminary
Kansas City, Mo.
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was the reason Jesus came down from
heaven. And it was now the reason why
He had to leave the Mount of Transfig-
uration, which for Him must have been
a welcome relief from the sorrows and
sickness of humanity. He couldn’t stay
on the mountaintop when there was need
down below.

We must have our high moments of
prayer and vision. But, fortified by this,
we must move into the valley of need with
the healing touch of the Divine Presence.

I. The Hopeless Son (v. 15)

As Jesus approached the waiting crowd
at the foot of the hill, a man came to Him
with the plea: “Lord, have mercy on my
son.” The King James Version describes
the boy as “lunatick, and sore vexed.” A
better translation is “He is an epileptic
and is suffering greatly” (NIV).

The Greek word for “lunatick” is sel-
eniazo. It comes from selene, “the moon,”
and so literally means “to be moon-
struck.” Found in the New Testament
only here and in 4:24, it reflects the belief
of that time that epilepsy was influenced
by the moon. It was supposed to become
more acute as the full moon approached.

That this victim’s condition was seri-
ous is shown by the fact that in his epi-
leptic fits he often fell into the fire and
into the water. He was in danger of being
burned to death or drowned. His case was
hopeless.

Il. The Helpless Disciples (v. 16)

The father informed Jesus that he had
brought his ailing son to the disciples,
but they could not cure him. Long before
this the Master had sent out His 12 dis-
ciples with the fourfold command: “ Heal
the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the
dead, cast out devils” (10:8). We are
told that on this mission they did cast
out many demons, in addition to healing
the sick (Mark 6:13). Why had they failed
this time?

Jesus gave them a plain answer: “Be-
cause of your unbelief’ (v. 20). Doubt is
destructive, not constructive. It tears
down, but does not build. Doubters never
do miracles. It is faith that produces
results. And this faith was lacking to the
disciples at this time.

I1l. The Helping Saviour (v. 18)
Jesus chided the people for their un-
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belief. (“Faithless” should be translated
“unbelieving.”) He then asked the boy to
be brought to Him. He rebuked the de-
mon, and the boy was cured.

The use of “devil” for “demon” in the
KJV (and NEB) is misleading. The Greek
always distinguishes between diabolos,
“devil,” and daimonion, “demon,” and
the distinction should be maintained in
the English translation. The New Testa-
ment clearly indicates that there are
many demons but only one devil.

Conclusion: Jesus told His disciples that
if they had faith “as a grain of mustard
seed” (v. 20), they could say to “this
mountain”—figurative language of that
day for a great obstacle or impossible
difficulty—“Remove hence,” and it
would move! The statement “and noth-
ing shall be impossible unto you” stands
as a challenge to all of us today.

This verse seems to teach that it isn't
the size of our faith that counts, but its
purity. It isn't the quantity but the qual-
ity. Pure faith, unmixed with doubt, is
what we need. (Incidentally, verse 21 is
not in the oldest Greek manuscripts, and
so should not be quoted or used.)
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THE GREATEST IN THE KINGDOM

(18:1)
Scripture: Matt. 18:1-5
Introduction: “Who is the greatest in

the kingdom of heaven?” That is the
guestion that the disciples asked Jesus
one day. It may well be that their ques-
tion was motivated by selfish ambition;
each one of them wanted to be “the
greatest.” But we ought to ask this ques-
tion with honest hearts, seeking to be
great in God’s sight so that we might
bring greater glory to Him.

What, then, are the marks of real great-
ness? We note three of them.

I. Dependence (v.3)

The Master Teacher often used visual
aids—the kind that were available to
Him then! This time He took a little
child and had him stand in front of the
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disciples as a live illustration of what He
wanted to say. Then He declared: “I tell
you the truth, unless you change and
become like little children, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven” (NI1V). The
disciples were still proud and self-am-
bitious. Jesus said that they must have a
complete change of attitude. These husky
fishermen and successful achievers must
become like little children if they were
going to enter the Kingdom.

The heart of irreligion is an attitude of
independence toward God. It follows,
then, that the essence of true religion is
an attitude of utter dependence on Him.
This means not only for our initial justi-
fication and entire sanctification, but it
includes every aspect of the Christian
life—strength, purity, power, guidance—
everything we are and everything we do.
We must depend on God for it all, just as
little children depend on their parents.
And the more we do, the more He is
pleased and the greater is our real suc-
cess in life.

Il. Humirity (v. 4)

We have to depend completely on
Christ to get into the Kingdom. Then, to
become truly great, we need to be sin-
cerely humble. Humility is the hallmark
of real greatness.

This teaching of Jesus cuts squarely
across the prevailing philosophy of our
age. The “greats” are the movie stars,
sports heroes, and heads of great corpora-
tions. They are the ones who receive the
top salaries in our society.

But in God's kingdom all this is re-
versed. The humblest man in His sight is
the greatest in the Kingdom. He is the
one who will receive the greatest reward.

What is humility? It is not self-depreci-
ation, which is often hypocritical and is
actually one of the worst manifestations
of pride. We might define humility as
honest self-appraisal. When we are really
honest with ourselves we will be humble!

Ill. Kindness (v.5)
Jesus said, “And whoever welcomes a
little child like this in my name welcomes

me” (NIV).
Too often “great [?) men” have no
time for children, and are less than

courteous toward young people and la-
dies. When a “great preacher” will not
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allow any children in his audience, he
needs to take another look at Jesus.
Children loved Him and came quickly to
Him (v. 2). He took them up in His arms
(Mark 9:36; 10:16). Children loved Jesus
because He loved them!

A man may be brilliant, successful,
and wealthy, but if he is not kind he is
not truly great. Kindness to all—of what-
ever age, culture, or race—is of the es-
sence of real greatness.

July 21

HOW TO HANDLE WRONGS
(18:15-17)

Introduction: In our very human—or
inhuman!—society, we cannot hope to
escape being wronged by somebody.
What do we do about it?

Jesus prescribed a three-stage han-
dling of such a situation. He spelled out
specifically each of the three steps, so
that we are without excuse if we do not
follow them.

I. Private Conversation (v. 15)

The language is clear. Jesus said: “If
your brother sins against you, go and
show him his fault, just between the two
of you. If he listens to you, you have won
your brother over” (NIV). It may be
noted that the first verb, hamartese,
means “sins,” not “shall trespass” (KJV).

One of the real tragedies of the ages is
that this specific command of Christ is
rarely obeyed by Christians. When some-
one does us a wrong, we tell everybody
else about it instead of speaking to him
alone. If we would follow the directive
given here we would protect our brother,
instead of antagonizing him and widen-
ing the gap between us. This is acting in
love.

Il. Semiprivate Conference (V. 16)

“But if he will not listen, take one or
two others along, so that ‘every matter
may be established by the testimony of
two or three witnesses'” (NIV). The ma-
terial within single quotation marks is
taken from Deut. 19:15.

A person who will not listen to a kind
effort to clear up a problem would be apt
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to misquote his brother who came to him.
So for the protection of both parties it is
best to have two or three witnesses who
can testify as to exactly what was said
at the conference. This second step might
also put a little extra pressure on the err-
ing one and cause him to listen.

I1l. Public Communication (v. 17)

Only after both of the first two steps
have been taken—and in the prescribed
order—should the matter be taken to the
church. If “he refuses to listen even to the
church, treat him as you would a pagan
or a tax collector” (NI1V). That is, he is
no longer a Christian brother.
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FORGIVENESS UNLIMITED (18:35)
Scripture: Matt. 18:21-35

Introduction: Peter had evidently been
thinking about what Jesus said in verse
15. So he came to the Master with this
question: “Lord, how oft shall my brother
sin against me, and | forgive him? till
seven times?” The rabbis said that no
one should ask forgiveness of his neighbor
more than three times. So Peter felt that
he was being generous in saying “seven.”

But Jesus’ reply was shattering to the
disciple’'s self-complacency. He said,
“Not seven times, but seventy times
seven.” Whether we translate it this way
or “seventy-seven times” (NIV)—the
Greek is ambiguous—the answer means
the same thing: Forgive without limit!
God has forgiven us infinitely, and we
are to forgive others the same way.

To reinforce His answer, Jesus told the
striking parable of the unmerciful servant
(found only in Matthew). We now look at
this.

I. The Forgiven Servant (vv. 24-27)
Matthew is the Gospel of the Kingdom,
presenting Jesus as King. So Jesus told
about “a king who wanted to settle ac-
counts with his servants” (NI1V). Soon
there was brought to him a man who
owed him 10,000 talents. Since a talent
was worth about $1,000, this would be
$10 million. Archaeological work in As-
syria and Babylonia has shown that high
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court officials often handled large sums
of money.

The servant could not repay this debt.
So the king ordered that he, his family,
and possessions should all be sold and
the proceeds applied to the debt. When
the man begged for mercy, “the lord of
that servant was moved with compas-
sion, and loosed him, and forgave him the
debt” (v. 27).

Il. The Unforgiving Servant (vv. 28-30)
This is the same man. Having been
forgiven the colossal debt of $10 million,
he went out and found a fellow servant
who owed him $20.00 (100 denarii).
Roughly he took him by the throat and
demanded immediate payment. When
the fellow servant made exactly the same
plea that the forgiven servant had made
(vv. 26, 29), this cruel monster cast the
poor debtor into prison “till he should
pay the debt.” How could he do this in
prison? Yet imprisonment for debt was
common until very modern times.

IIl. The Unalterable Sentence (vv. 31-
34)

When the other servants saw what had
happened, they were “greatly distressed”
(N1V) and reported everything to the
king. He called the first servant back in-
to his presence and proceeded to give him
a stiff lecture (vv. 32-33). Then he turned
the offender over to be tortured until he
had paid his debt in full.

Conclusion: We are apt to exclaim in
righteous indignation at the crass cruelty
of the wicked servant. How could he be
so infinitely unreasonable?

But how about us? God has forgiven
each of us an incalculable debt of sin
that we could never pay—any more than
the servant could repay the $10 million.
Yet we will refuse to forgive a fellow ser-
vant of Christ for some trifling thing he
said or did, and perhaps hold a grudge
against him for years. We are just as
wicked and unreasonable as this first
servant.

All of us need to heed the closing warn-
ing and application of this parable. Jesus
declared: “So likewise shall my heavenly
Father do also unto you, if ye from your
hearts forgive not every one his brother
their trespasses” (v. 35). “From your
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hearts” means “forgive and forget.” No
person can harbor a grudge in his heart
and at the same time be a true Christian.

Co-workers with God

Text: “We then, as workers together with
him, beseech you also that ye receive not
the grace of God in vain” (2 Cor. 6:1).

Introduction: Paul has more to say
about Christian workers than any other
New Testament writer. He refers to him-
self as a worker together with God.

The late Dr. C. K. Vliet enjoyed telling
of his early life when as a boy of 13 he was
forced to leave school to help earn the
family livelihood. He helped his father
with the painting and paperhanging busi-
ness, and became quite skillful. One day
his father returned from a nearby town
with a package which he gave young C.
K. to open. When he saw that it was just
letterheads, he was disappointed. But
his father said, “Look at the letterhead.”
Then the boy received one of the greatest
thrills of his life. The new letterheads
bore the imprint “C. K. Vliet & Son,
Paperhangers.” The boy had become a
full-fledged workman together with his
father.

If we work heartily at our task serving
the Lord, we too will discover what a
tremendous thrill it is to be a worker to-
gether with God. Consider what Paul has
to say about work done for God.

I. The Motive of Our Work: “Whatso-
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1
Cor. 10:31).

A. The people addressed:

1. Slaves who had recently been con-
verted.

2. Slaves who needed guidance in their
thinking about freedom.

3. Slaves who possessed dignity and
worth.
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B. The advice given:

1. Work for the glory of God.

2. Work as a testimony of God.

C. The lesson drawn:

1. Am | doing what | am doing for the
glory of God?

2. What are my motives? See Jesus’
illustration on motives in Matt. 6—alms-
giving, prayer, fasting. Motive is every-
thing in the Christian life.

Il. The Manner of Our Work: “What-
soever ye do, do it heartily, as to the
Lord, and not unto men” (Col. 3:23).

A. Everything for Christ

1. Paul tried to improve relationships
between masters and slaves.

2. Even a slave should be a conscien-
tious workman.

3. Slaves, salesmen, SS teachers,
board members should be better and
more efficient because of their Christian-
ity. Barclay said: “Christianity never in
this world offers escape from hard work;
it makes a man able to work still harder;
nor does it offer a man escape from a dif-
ficult situation; it enables him to meet
that situation like a better man.”

In Christian service we do not work for
pay or ambition or to please men; we
serve the Lord Christ (v. 24).

B. Offering of sacrifice

1. Your work is an offering of sacrifice
to God.

2. You know whom you are working for
—not for the pastor, or the SS superin-
tendent, or the choir director, but for
Christ and the Kingdom.

3. You know you are not just working
for people. People will often disagree and
misunderstand. With God as our Moti-
vator, the work can always go forward.

IIl. The M easure of Our Work: “...al-
ways abounding in the work of the Lord”
(1 Cor. 15:58).

A. Steadfast, immovable, constant,
firm—dependability

1. The workman does not render mere
external service.

He does not work just when the boss is
watching. He does not sweep the dust
under the carpet when no one is watch-
ing. He may be depended upon at all
times.

2. The workman’s heart must be in it.

27



Barclay said, “The workman must not
put on a show of eager efficiency when
his heart has a grudge and a bitterness
against the whole business.”

B. Abounding in the work of the Lord
—performance

1. This is an interesting word: to exist
in full quantity, to be abundantly gifted,
richly furnished; to cause to be abundant,
to be a gainer, to be outstanding, to be
prominent; to abound, to excel, to pro-
gress more and more.

2. An intriguing lesson: God is not so
interested in personality as He is in per-
formance. Christian work calls for 100
percent participation, involvement, pull,
and drive.

C. Your labor is not in vain—rewards.

It is worth the sacrifice and hard work.
It is worth the disappointments and frus-
trations. It really counts for something
worthwhile.

Conclusion: We are co-workers with God.
We do not stand alone in our work. Some-
times the going gets rough and we think
we will faint, but God sees us through.
If our motive is to do all to the glory of
God, and the manner of our work is as an
offering of sacrifice to Christ, and the
measure of our work is dependable per-
formance, we have the assurance that our
labor is not in vain.

D avid N ixon

... Pastors’ Wives
(Continued from page 19)

of a pastor’s wife has a lot to do with
the denomination she serves.

3. When asked about her fulfill-
ment and satisfactions in being a
pastor’'s wife, 85 percent responded
with positive feelings of satisfaction.
Douglas identified 12 factors which
influence the degree of satisfaction a
pastor’s wife has in her role:

(1) Level of finances is more impor-
tant than childhood background.

(2) The happier pastors’ wives do not
have preschool children at home.

(3) More women over 50 are happier
than women under 35.
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(4) A pastor’s wife is more satisfied if
she and her husband participated regu-
larly in the life of the same denomination
where her husband now serves.

(5) The pastor’s wife is happier if she
is not the first or second child.

(6) There is a tendency for farmers’
daughters to be happier than wives raised
in the city.

(7) More happiness is apparent if she
married her husband after seminary rath-
er than before or during these years.

(8) Happier women have husbands
five or more years older than themselves.

(9) There is no relationship estab-
lished between educational level and
happiness.

(10) Pastors’ wives are more satisfied
if deeply involved in their husband’s
work.

(11) The happier pastors’ wives feel
called to their work.

(12) Happier pastors’ wives have a
special work assignment and are not used
just for social contacts.

4. Douglas made three observa-

tions on unhappy pastors’ wives
based on his data: (a) The problems
of unhappy pastors’ wives tend to be
in the area of emotional needs such
as loneliness rather than reality fac-
tors. (b) Unhappy wives tend to re-
late their problems to their situation,
and find difficulty seeing the source
of the problem in themselves, (¢) Un-
happy pastors’ wives may or may not
be involved in the church. Differ-
ences are not in how much involve-
ment, but what kinds, and how they
feel about it.

In summary, Douglas said, “Those
who report themselves to be very
satisfied and fulfilled as ministers’
wives tend to be women of dedication
and energy who are highly involved
in their husbands’ work and the life
of the congregation. They find ex-
pression for their religious commit-
ment and the means to their own
personal growth in church activities,
and view themselves as witnesses for
Christ rather than ordinary Christian
laymen.”
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For the Church with a
New Pastor

Accept him as he is and don’'t try to make him what YOU
think he ought to be. If any changing is necessary, let God do
it. He knows best where the rough spots are.

Support him in what he feels directed to do. When he suggests a
different way of doing things, don’t be guilty of the “seven last
words of the church”: “We’ve never done it that way before.”

Work with him, not against him. Remember you called HIM
to be YOUR leader.

Try seeing from his point of view sometime. His perspective
may come from valuable lessons he has learned in his own ex-
perience. Don’'t decide to vote against him because he doesn’t
always see it your way.

As your pastor he is still a human being—treat him like one,
and do it with the greatest respect.

. Give him your full support; it will make him a better preacher.

Do this by endeavoring to be present in each service, giving
liberally, praying fervently, and calling faithfully. If you plan
to be away, inform him of the fact.

He has the ability to fail. Don’t knock him because of it—you
may have contributed to his failure.

Be positive, not negative. Major on what IS being done, not on
what IS NOT being done. A great church is never built by a
wrecking crew of negative thinkers.

. Always remember his family. They will respect and love you for

it.
Let him know often that he is appreciated. Don’t pour all your

affection on him the first six months and then forget him until
Christmas or some rare occasion.

Go to him for counsel when you first face a problem. Don’t wait
until you have gotten yourself into real difficulty. When you
seek his advice, heed it.

Don’t be tempted to think he is coming to be the pastor of per-
fect people in a perfect church. He knows better.

Carl B. Haddix
Amherst, Ohio
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BULLETIN U BARREL

Sermon-rating

A pastor from another town, so the
story goes, has devised a rating system
for his sermons to help churchgoers de-
cide whether or not to sleep late on Sun-
day mornings. He has developed these
four categories:

G—generally acceptable. Full of in-
offensive platitudes. This sermon is usu-
ally described as “wonderful.”

M —for mature congregations. At times
this sermon even makes the gospel rele-
vant—subtly, of course. This is often
called “challenging,” though no one in-
tends to take any action.

R —restricted to those who are not up-
set by the truth. It threatens the com-
fortable, and usually indicates the
preacher has an outside source of income.

X—Ilimited to those who can handle
explosive ideas. It is the type of sermon
that got Amos run out of town. It is al-
ways described as “shocking” or “in poor
taste,” and the minister who preaches
it had better have his suitcase packed.

—Selected

This learned 1

from the shadow of a tree
Which to and fro

did sway upon a wall:
Our shadow-selves—

our influence—may fall
Where we can never be.

—A. E. Hamilton

Sitting still and wishing
Makes no person great.
The Lord does send the Ashing,
But you must dig the bait!
* * *

Opportunities that come our way
By some event or quirk

Will often go unnoticed—
They so resemble work.
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God never intended for man to have
spiritual problems. Other kinds of prob-
lems man must face, but not spiritual
problems.

Two things cause spiritual problems:
(1) Disbelief—God will not do what He
says He will do; (2) Disobedience—man
will not do what God wants him to do.
Disbelief usually is a covering for dis-
obedience.

Life is filled with problems. To add
spiritual problems when they do not have
to be there is to invite failure in all areas
of life. Believe and obey and rid yourself
of spiritual problems.

MY AMBITION

To serve the Lord with all my might,

To do His will with sheer delight,

To help to spread the gospel light—
This is my ambition.

To strive to please my blessed Lord,
To be conversant with His Word,
To wield with skill the Spirit's
Sword—
This is my ambition.

To preach salvation full and free,

To live as for eternity,

To prove “the best is yet to be” —
This is my ambition.

To live the gospel | have preached,
To have concern for those I've
reached,
To hold the ramparts | have
breached—
This is my ambition.

To witness for my Lord each day,

To rescue some who’ve gone astray,

And show to them the better way—
This is my ambition.

To be serene when shadows fall,

To find in Christ my All in All,

To quickly answer should He call—
This is my ambition.

And when my work on earth is done,
To gladly lay my armor down
And take the promised victor’s
crown—
This is my ambition.

—Kenneth H. Wells
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Ed e d ITLLLE

AMONG BOOKS

Conducted by the Editor

All books reviewed may be ordered from
your Publishing House

Beginnings in Bible Archaeology
By Howard Vos (Moody Press. Paper, 112
pp., $1.50.)

For those who have not done any read-
ing this field, or who have read only
monographs, this book is an excellent in-
troduction. The third chapter, “The
Main Geographical Features of Bible
Lands,” gives the setting. The author dis-
cusses the organizing and conducting of
an excavation and how the objects found
are dated. He then deals with the con-
tribution that archaeology has made to
fixing the exact text of the Bible, and
with the way archaeology has confirmed
and illustrated the biblical narratives.
After two chapters on the light that
archaeology has thrown on biblical kings
and cities, he concludes with a brief
chapter on “The Apologetic Value of Bi-
ble Archaeology.” Here he takes an in-
formed conservative view.

The book is very well written, and con-
tains a wealth of information. For those
who want to pursue the subject, an an-
notated list of books is given at the close.

Ralph Earle

Your Child from Birth to Rebirth
By Anna B. Mow (Zondervan, 1972. Pa-
per, 186 pp., 95c.)

“How to educate your child to be ready
for a life with God” is the subtitle of this
fascinating little book. In other words,
one’s responsibility as a parent lies in the
preparation of the child for a saving con-
frontation with God. Response is the key
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to this preparation. “God has equipped
every child with a natural response to
love. This is the most precious quality in
his life. ” A full-grown capacity to respond
in and to love, however, is a development,
not a “given.” Here is the place where the
child, guided and corrected, is prepared
for redemptive encounter with God. With
this thesis, Mow achieves a satisfying
description of the unity of education and
evangelism.

While the thesis makes the book inter-
esting, the illustrations make it “fun.”
For example, Mrs. Mow tells of a little
fellow, biblically illiterate, who, upon
hearing a story of the baby Jesus for the
first time, lamented, “Ain’t it a pity they
named him a cussword!”

One might get a feeling while reading
this book that things are always just a
little too nicely in hand. Whether that is
an unconscious distortion of reality or an
evidence of the confidence won by years
of experience by the author hardly matt-
ters. One’s conclusion will do nothing to
detract from the thoughtful utility of this
warmhearted book.

Dan Berg

Evangelistic Sermons
By James P. Wesberry (Broadman Press,
1973. Paper, 124 pp., $1.95.)

While | do not consider that these 12
sermons are pronouncedly evangelistic,
nor that they are properly biblical (being
topical in the main), nor even that they
are actually sermons (being more like
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addresses, or articles), they are useful
particularly for their illustrative material
and their evangelical warmth. The
author is a longtime Atlanta Baptist pas-
tor who has authored several other books.
J. Kenneth Grider

For This Cross I'll Kill You

By Bruce E. Olson (Creation House,
1973. Cloth, 221 pp., 14 pp. photographs,
$4.95.)

Bruce Olson tells the dramatic story
of how, at the age of 19, he went to a
murderous tribe of South American In-
dians, where he faced disease, terror,
loneliness, torture in order to carry out
his vision to serve God (featured in
March, 1974, Guideposts). He sought to
bring the message of Christ to a savage
nation without destroying the beauty of
their culture. He prayed, “Jesus, these
people need You. Show yourself to them.
Take me out of the way, and speak to
them in their own language, so that they
see You for who You are. O Jesus, become
a Motilone.” And He did.

Preachers’
Exchange

WANTED— Wesley's Standard Sermons,
edited by Edward H. Sugden (London,
Epworth Press, 1921, 1935, 1951), by
Nease Library, Eastern Nazarene Col-
lege, Wollaston, Mass. 02170. (Vol. Il es-
pecially needed but will purchase both.)

FOR SALE: Life-size, oil retouched pho-
to of the original “Lord’s Supper,” by Da
Vinci, 19 ft. by 42 in. Includes frame,
curtains for unveiling, and other equip-
ment. Good condition. Used in services
by the late Robert Bradley.—M. E.
Bradley, 849 Columbia Ave., Fort Wayne,
Ind. 46805.

* Celebrating the Gospel

COMING

next month
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Why the solemn gloom in the worship
of some Christians? Joy always has
been a vital ingredient in the associa-
tions of God’s creatures with their
Creator.

Keys to Successful Ministry

God wants every preacher to succeed,
and those who do the things God
wants them to do will succeed in spite
of all the opposition they face.

Slowing Down to Smell the Flowers

It is much more rewarding to let the
power of the Holy Spirit work through
you than to struggle with all your own
strength to see the church go forward.

Apostolic Succession

All Christians are in it, as they main-
tain the beliefs and practices of the
apostles, and as they give witness to
God’s offer of grace through Jesus
Christ.
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Americans celebrate their independence this month. At
least, they celebrate what they call independence. They hope
the rest of the world will tolerate their preoccupation with
this theme, although other nations do this at other times and
in different ways. Our friend H. K. Bedwell, of South Africa,
who is just a wee bit English, you know, remarked wryly some
time ago as to what a pity it was to waste all that good tea in
Boston harbor! And so we believe it is appropriate to focus
attention upon what true independence is—dependence upon
God. Psychologist Eric Ericksen would agree with Joseph
Larson (p. 3) in this approach. Dr. Ericksen sees three dimen-
sions: dependence, independence, and interdependence. The
third dimension, interdependence, is the one we tend to for-
get. It means one is dependent upon another by choice. Al-
though he has the power to be independent, he chooses to
need some other person. This is the Christian’s reason for
submission to God. It is his choice to do so, as he answers
Christ’s challenge. “If any man will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me” (Matt.
16:24). The cross is not forced upon the Christian; he chooses
it! The Christian way to genuine independence is found in his
voluntary dependence upon God.

Yours for souls,
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EDITION

“A welcome gift to everyone who loves the Bible,"—Bruce Larson.

"A translation Wesleyans can trust. It will help them to understand God's
Word more clearly and correctly. "—Ralph Earle.

"A source of delight. It provides clarity without being ostentatious in its
contemporaneity."—D. Elton Trueblood.

"An excellent and eminently useful translation.”—W. T. Purkiser.

"At last! A worthy successor to King James!"—Charles E. Blair.

"A trustworthy version. It achieves immediacy without conversational
casualness."—Calvin D. Liston.

The NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION is a modern translation from the original
tongues. It is not a revision of the King James Version, as are the Revised Standard
Version and the New American Standard Bible. It is not a paraphrase like The Living
Bible. It is thoroughI%/ accurate, written in language easily understood and up-to-
date, but retaining the dignity that befits the Word of God. It is the work of 100
international Bible scholars, including Dr. Ralph Earle, Dr. Harvey J. S. Blaney, and
Dr. J. Kenneth Grider from the Church of the Nazarene. The governing committee
of 15 includes two Wesleyan scholars—Dr. Earle and Dr. Stephen Paine of Houghton
College.
9 573 pages.  Cloth-board binding, gold-stamped

Order by Number TR-80501 $5.95

A significant publication every minister
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RIGHT AWAY. Excellent for giving too!
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