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, WHY RESEARCH?

DONALD TRUMP
CHANGED POLITICS
140 CHARACTERS AT A
TIME.




, WHAT’S THE METHOD?

AGENDA-SETTING
THEORY




, AGENDA-SETTING THEORY

"THE MEDIA MAY NOT ONLY TELL US
WHAT TO THINK ABOUT, THEY ALSO
MAY TELL US HOW AND WHAT TO
THINK ABOUT, AND PERHAPS EVEN
WHAT TO DO ABOUT IT.”

MAXWELL McCOMBS (1997)




, AGENDA-SETTING THEORY

- WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT
- HOW YOU THINK ABOUT IT

- WHAT YOU DO ABOUT IT




WHAT DOES AGENDA-SETTING THEORY
HAVE TO DO WITH DONALD TRUMP?

BY ATTACHING NICKNAMES AND
UNFLATTERING CHARACTERISTICS
TO HIS OPPONENTS, TRUMP MAY
HAVE IMPACTED PUBLIC PERCEPTION
OF THEM.




, RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. DID TRUMP TRY TO INFLUENCE
PUBLIC OPINION?

2. DID TRUMP'S TWEETS IMPACT
WHAT PEOPLE WERE THINKING
ABOUT ?

3. DID TRUMP'S TWEETS IMPACT
HOW PEOPLE THOUGHT ABOUT
HIS OPPONENTS ?






, THE PROCESS

1. IDENTIFY NICKNAMES GIVEN
2. LOOK FOR TWEET TRENDS

3. DETERMINE GOOGLE TRENDS
4, LOOK FOR POLLING TRENDS




"LYIN' TED CRUZ"

Twitter Archive search through all of Trump’s tweets

MARCH 1/-MAY 3
/ TWEETS
EATURING

"LYIN' TED”




"LYIN' TED CRUZ" GOOGLE TRENDS

ted cruz lies ® cruzlies lying ted ® lyinted

United States 1/1/16-1/117 = All categories Web Search ~

Interest over time @




, “‘LITTLE MARCO RUBIO”

FEB. 28: SIX TWEETS WITH “LITTLE
MARCO.” (TWO MORE ON MARCH 12)

Sl Donald J. Trump
= @realDonald Trump

Little Marco Rubio, the lightweight no show

Senator from Florida is just another
Washington politician.




"LITTLE MARCO RUBIO” GOOGLE TRENDS

little marco @ rubio experience lightweight rubio @ little rubio

United States 1/1/15-1/117 - All categories ¥ Web Search

Interest over time ﬂ




, DID IT WORK?

DID DONALD TRUMP INFLUENCE
WHAT VOTERS THOUGHT ABOUT [N
RELATION TO TED CRUZ AND MARCO
RUBIO?

IT SURE LOOKS LIKE IT.




TOP REPUBLICAN TERM GOOGLE TRENDS

lyin ted @ low energy jeb carson immigration @ kasich loser @ little marco

United States 1/1/15-1/117 = All categories Web Search =

Interest over time 9




, DID IT WORK?

DID DONALD TRUMP INFLUENCE
HOW VOTERS THOUGHT ABOUT TED
CRUZ AND MARCO RUBIO AS
CANDIDATES?

PROBABLY.




DID IT WORK?




This chart combines the latest opinion polls into
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Wi Trump 56.4% Cruz 23.4%

Vi Christie 3.1% Rand Paul 3.0%

Wi Perry 0.7% W4 Santorum 0.5%

V4 Kasich 13.8%
Fiorina 2.1%

W4 Jindal 0.3%

¥4 Rubio 8.9% Carson 7.1% Wi Bush 4.5%

Huckabee 1.4% Walker 1.2% ¥4 Graham 0.7%

V4 Gilmore 0.0% Wi Pataki -0.0%

57.0%




, ANSWERING THE RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. DID TRUMP TRY TO INFLUENCE
PUBLIC OPINION?

2. DID TRUMP'S TWEETS IMPACT
WHAT PEOPLE WERE THINKING
ABOUT ?

3. DID TRUMP'S TWEETS IMPACT
HOW PEOPLE THOUGHT ABOUT
HIS OPPONENTS ?
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