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Managing Editor’s
MESSAGE

ONCERNING the church bul-

letin exchange: A surprisingly
large number of preachers are anx-
ious to enter into some Kkind of
bulletin exchange—a suggestion that
was made in this column in the last
issue. We will have something
more definite to present along this
line in the first issue of 1945.

* * *

It is the desire of the M. E. to
make this periodical a preacher’s
magazine. Give us your suggestions.
What additional features would you
have us incorporate? What sub-
jects would you like to have dis-
cussed? Give us some themes for
articles. Are there any present de-
partments — Poetry, Preacher’s
Scrapbook, Missionary, etc.,—which
you think should be eliminated? In
short, we invite your suggestions
that will help us to make this the
preacher’'s magazine you want.

Thinking of departments! We've
had several letters requesting that
the Better English Department,
which Rev. L. B. Williams prepared,
be brought back to the magazine.
Really, it was due to a severe illness
of Brother Williams that he was un-
able to prepare his material. You
will note that we have that depart-
ment in this issue. We are happy
he is so much improved that he is
able now to provide this material.

* *

This issue covers the period of
some of the most important events
of the church year; Thanksgiving
Sunday, Bible Sunday and Christ-
mas. The pastor has a great oppor-
tunity in these days of war to stress
great themes on these occasions that
will be of much help to his people
who are meeting issues they never
have met before. What an oppor-
tunity the preacher has to minister
to broken hearts and lives in these
dark days. How eager we should
be to be faithful ministers of Christ
to His people.

D. Shelby Corlett,
Managing Editor.
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The Preacher Who Came to Our House

J. B. Chapman, Editor

N article in a medical magazine,

written by a full-fledged M. D., criti-
cized the regular doctors for their personal
indifference toward their patients. He
claimed that an M. D. is authorized to use
any healing method with which he is fa-
miliar, and that he is bound to know that
a good mental state is an advantage to the
body. He said that much of the good
done by chiropractors, users of electrical
apparatus, etc., is by reason of the fact
that these practitioners must take a per-
sonal interest in every patient, and as the
patient mentally responds to the interest
shown, his body receives a special lift
which tends toward healing and health.
And the writer claimed that the M. D.
should make full use of this power. He
should avoid professionalism, and should
actually look upon every patient as an in-
dividual and seek to deal with him as his
own peculiar type of mind requires.

Of course we all know that “Nothing
draws a crowd like a crowd,” and that
some people want to be unnoticed. But to
many people a crowd is the most lonesome
place in the world. Such people are not
always recluses, preferring to be by them-
selves; but they do like small groups of
which they can themselves be prominent
members. A young man of my acquain-
tance said in my hearing, “I do not care
for a big church. 1 much prefer a small
church where the fellowship is close and
where the methods of worship are nar-
rower and better adapted to the individual.
A big church has to please so many people
that it seems to me that | am lost in its
generalities.”

As an observation a little aside, it is a
fact, 1 think, that many churches have
too few exercises in which the many can
share. Meetings in which the preacher
does about all that is done are poor meet-
ings, no matter how well the preacher does
his part. Every preacher should seek to
build a service in which as many people
as possible can take part. It helps just even
to have the people stand during a part
of the singing. And when they sit for
singing, their attention should be called
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to the fact by some word like this: “Now
we will all remain seated while we sing
the next hymn.” If this is not done, sitting
is likely to become the symbol of listless-
ness. Most praying people prefer to
kneel for prayer. But when the crowd is
large it is impossible to secure uniform-
ity in kneeling, and it is better to have
the people stand or sit with bowed heads
than to have them sit while a few kneel.
For, after all, it is what people do in a
meeting, rather than what they watch
others do that brings them the largest
benefit. But there should be responsive
reading of the scriptures, offering of the
Lord’s Prayer, receiving of general offer-
ings of money, and whatever other ex-
ercises the preacher can inject which call
for general co-operation on the part of the
majority in this group.

But between the public church service
and the individual comes the home. Most
people live in family groups, and it is re-
grettable that even a much larger per-
centage do not do so. To the average
person, especially to the young, the fam-
ily is the most important institution in all
the world, and whoever is interested in
the family is marked out as a friend to
all. If we build the kingdom and the
Church we must win families, as well as
individuals, and there is no better ap-
proach to the average individual than
through his family and his home.

There is no substitute for going to
church. In fact there is a sense in which
all our activities for the winning of men
and families eventuate in church attend-
ance; for it is in the church that people
are brought under the influence of the
gospel in an atmosphere that is adapted
to its effectiveness. People are in some
instances very like chemicals in that they
are affected by certain things in a given
temperature when they are altogether in-
different to them in a different tempera-
ture. And there is full justification in life
and experience for the motto, “Church-
going Families Are Happier.”

Families and the individual members of
families are often much more affected by
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the preacher’s visit to the home than they
are by their own visits to the church.
But we scarcely need to make this com-
parison, since it is so largely true that
it is the families the preacher visits that
are represented in the services of the
church. 1 would avoid judging motives.
Perhaps people should come to church
whether the preacher comes to their homes
or not. Perhaps it is a weak, human trait
that causes people to flourish under special
attention and wither under neglect. But
we are not likely to succeed by “fighting
fire with fire.” Our method is to “over-
come evil with good.”

It never has been possible to separate
the pastoral office from the preaching min-
istry. No matter what other visitors come,
the people want the man who preaches
to come, and if he does not come, they
conclude that they are not very important
to him, and pretty soon they answer his
inattentions with either indifference or
positive dislike. But “The door-bell ring-
ing preacher will not want for some one
to come to hear him preach.” Hospitality
is one of the oldest human traits, and one
of the finest fruits of “prevenient grace.”
No matter how humble his dwelling, every
man instinctively feels that his home is
his castle, and whoever enters there is the
object of the master’s care. In the home
the preacher can risk reproofs that would
be resented anywhere else. In the home
the preacher can personate without of-
fense, and he can minister to the spiritual
needs of the household in the most direct
manner.

If the preacher is too busy to visit his
people and his prospective people, he is
just too busy—that's all. And it is not a
question of the size of the congregation.
At the close of his forty-year pastorate in
New York City, Cuyler described his living
congregation as a temple, and said, “These
hands of mine have handled every stone in
this holy house. | have myself talked
personally with every one who has joined
this church since | have been pastor, and
I have baptized every one who has re-
ceived the sacrament in this building in
all these years. | know the homes of all
these people, and | know the joys and sor-
rows through which we have all passed to-
gether.”
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But this is an indeterminate subject, and
in order to stop at all, | shall have to come
to an abbreviated outline:

1. No preacher can succeed as he ought
to succeed if he neglects pastoral visita-
tion, and many a preacher fails altogether
because he “would not call.” Some of the
most mediocre preachers have succeeded
and are succeeding because they com-
plement their poor preaching with faithful
and effective pastoral visitation.

2. You don't have to “enjoy” calling.
Just do it faithfully—that’'s all. If you en-
joy it, do so much of it will become work,
and if you don’t enjoy it, do so much of
it that your approving conscience will
compensate for your want of pleasure.

3. Follow a system, (a) Give the sick
and the bereaved first and full attention,
(b) Don’t let the week pass following the
Sunday in which the family was not repre-

sented in church without calling in that
home. Make their absence the occasion
for calling. Your interest will touch them

and they will be more careful not to miss
thereafter, (c) Make every occasion like
a birth, a marriage, a graduation, a re-
turn from a journey, a reason for a pas-
toral call in the home, (d) Don’t confine
your visiting to the homes of your own
people, but be always on the lookout for
“outside” families that might be willing
to receive you. (e) Utilize your own time
by “doing” a section when once you go
there, (f) Offer prayer every place where
this is possible, but do not force this fea-
ture, especially when you are calling in
homes of people not members or attend-
ants of your services. (g) Don’'t carry
a Bible or Testament with you. The
people like for you to read out of their
Bible, and if they do not have a Bible
or if it is difficult for them to find theirs
your plight will serve as a good suggestion,
(h) Don’t stay too long. If you find that
the situation in the home is such that
your visit cannot well be of value, with-
draw with apologies and with promises to
call again soon, (i) Be persistent, but be
unfailingly courteous.

4. Believe God to bless your efforts
and make them both directly and in-
directly means for saving souls. And be
assured that in days to come many a little
one now “grown tall” will remember to
bless you as “the preacher who came to
our house.”
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The Preacher

And His Home Life

By the Editor

T USED to be a proverb that the shoe-

maker’'s family went barefooted, the
carpenter’s family lived in a shack, and
there is a possibility that the preacher will
be so taken up with the families of others
that the spiritual needs of his own will be
neglected. In fact a letter recently re-
ceived intimates that this is sometimes
the case. The letter is from a preacher’s
wife, and knowing that she has no oc-
casion to complain in this particular con-
cerning her own lot, | feel that she speaks
unselfishly and from observation. She
says, “lI have known a preacher’s wife to
become discouraged because of the attitude
of the preacher in his home. AIll his
‘thank yous’ and courtesies have been
used up on the people of his parish, and
he has gone home to grumble because
things were not just as they should
have been. The preacher receives so many
courtesies from other people that he is
likely to be dissatisfied with the plain
treatment he receives at home. Neverthe-
less he is the only pastor his wife and
children have, and if he is not considerate
and kind and consistent with them, they
are just as likely to miss his ministrations
as any others who are committed to his
care. If the preacher would bring love and
appreciation into his own home he would
get more help from his ‘silent partner,
and all would be better for him and his
work.”

This is indeed a delicate subject, and
of course there are two sides to it. There
are preachers who play with their chil-
dren, help with the housework, work in
the garden and putter with the car when
they should be in their study, on their
knees or out visiting in the homes of the
people. On a certain mission field the
old veterans urged every new missionary
to set himself to the task of working for
God and the mission a minimum of eight
hours a day. This they found to be ad-
visable because of the tendency of some
to write too many letters to the homeland
and to seek to make their personal living
conditions more agreeable. The preacher
is a professional man, and he cannot suc-
ceed with his work if he permits himself
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to think of his time as his own or that
of his family’s. The calling demands un-
limited devotion. But just as “all work
and no play makes Jack a dull scholar,”
so in a much fuller sense the preacher
needs to be sustained by the realization
that he is as much a Christian in private
as he is in public, and that one of the evi-
dences that he can take care of the house
of God is found in the fact that he can
build a successful home.

I have known some fairly successful
preachers whose home life was below par.
But it has always been conceded with
reference to such men that they succeeded
in spite of their poor family setup, and
not because of it. A while ago a preacher
was asked to join a company for dinner.
He excused himself and said he had prom-
ised his wife to be home. One of the group
urged the invitation on the ground that
the occasion was so rare in nature that
the wife would understand and excuse.
But the preacher was not sure, and said
frankly, “Well, 1 am sorry not to be with
you. But | can better take a chance on
displeasing you than on displeasing my
wife; for I must live with her -much more
than with you.” This was, | think, a very
good attitude to take in the matter.

And as regarding the children, if the
preacher is too busy to give a little time
to his own children, well, he is just too
busy. And more than that, he is not well
prepared to serve other people’s children
if he is given to neglecting his own. When
Sam Jones was right at the height of his
fame as an evangelist, he said, “When 1
am dead, if my children can come by and
look into my cold face through the glass
of the coffin, and say, ‘There lies a man
who loved God and hated iniquity all the
days that we knew him,” | shall not envy
the rich; for 1 would rather leave to my
children a heritage like that than to leave
them a million dollars each.”

Perhaps we can come at this theme from
the approach Jesus used with the Phari-
sees, and say to the preacher who is cour-
teous and Christian with his parishioners,
“These ought ye to have done and not to
have left the other undone,” for we can-
not suggest that the preacher neglect his
ministry for his family, and we think it is
not only unnecessary that he neglect his
family for the ministry, but that both are

(Concluded on page thirteen)
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Word Pictures in Ephesians

Olive M. Winchester

The New Man

That he might create in himself of the
two one new man (2:15).
And put on the new man (4:24)

S A testimony to the actuality of a
Acrisis experience there would ap-
pear to be no more outstanding scriptures
than the ones we have chosen for our con-
sideration. As bulwarks of strength they
stand against the theory that one enters
the realms of grace through Christian
nurture without any definite change. They
clearly proclaim the necessity of a new
birth if one is to enter into the kingdom
of God, that is, the spiritual life.

Its Universal Need

In connection with the first verse Paul
was addressing the Gentiles and he called
to their attention that they were origin-
ally beyond the pale of the covenant
promise and were aliens from “the com-
monwealth of Israel,” but although being
thus removed, they now had been brought
nigh. No one would have disputed that
Gentiles had no inheritance in connection
with the covenant promises. Certainly the
Jews would not admit them to fellowship;
to them they were Gentile dogs. More-
over the Gentiles themselves would never
have asserted any claim; they cared as
little for the Jews as the Jews did for
them. While it is true that a few in the
wearying quest for some satisfying
religious experience did become proselytes,
yet for the most part they held themselves
aloof.

With the Jew, however, it was quite
different. He felt that he had a birth in-
heritance from the religious standpoint.
Not only so, all the ecclesiastical advan-
tages were his. He had the ritualistic cere-
monies, the tabernacle with its manifold
offerings and officiating priests. Further
still he had the divine oracles. What need
a people more to become the children of
God?

But the Apostle Paul in setting forth the
truth of the new man distinctly states that
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“the two” are to enter into this new life
which signifies not the Gentile only but
also the Jew. This has a twofold aspect,
first that the Gentile may be a partaker,
a truth which the Jew was not too friendly
toward in his attitude of superiority, and
second that the Jew himself must undergo
transformation if he himself would be
privileged to become an inheritor.

An Act of Creation Basic

Distinctive as a requisite to become a
new man is an act of creation. This stands
with uncompromising steadfastness over
against any developmental theory. Look-
ing at the word “creation” in its secondary
aspect even, it has a constructive phase;
then taking it in its primary meaning
which is to bring into being that which
has not been existent previously, the
thought of Christian nurture as the ef-
ficient means of attending spiritual life is
decidedly excluded. Christian nurture pre-
pares the background and the setting and
it also fosters growth and development
after spiritual life has been bestowed, but
an act of creation is necessary to bring it
into existence.

Confirming this line of thought is the
tense used here in the verb, “create,” and
also the tenses used in chapter four when
the new man is mentioned. In the former
case it is the Greek aorist and also in the
latter. Moreover the same tense is used
in this latter connection referring to put-
ting off the old man. The Greek aorist
denotes a single act and not a process
Nurture is a process, but creation a single
act. «

That the writer was very clear in his
thought in the use of tenses is evidenced
by the fact that referring to the old man
becoming corrupt he uses the present tense
indicating a process; the original sin with
which we are born adds to itself and this
is a continuing process. Furthermore he
used the present tense in connection with
the renewing of the spirit of the mind:
the mental enlightenment which occurs
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previous to our conversion, the change
of thought, which is incorporated in one
of the Greek words for repentance, is a
process, but it is previous to the great
.creative act which causes us to become
new creatures in Christ Jesus.

It is significant to notice that the word
“create” is used in the context of both
passages that we are considering. In the
second, the exhortation is “Put on the new
which after God is created in righteousness
and true holiness!” Thus the basic need
of an act of creation would seem to be un-
mistakable.

Again this thought is brought out by the
fact that the descriptive adjective with re-
spect to this nature bestowed is new.
There are two words in the Greek lan-
guage meaning new; one refers to time and
time alone, and indicates that which has
not been in existence long; the other re-
fers to quality as well as time, the word
used here. Thus the suggestion is that this
nature is both new in time and new in
quality or kind.

The Intrinsic Nature of the New M an

Very important is the diagnosis of this
new man. Just what is he? In this con-
nection we might note that before putting
on the new man, we must put off the old
man. Now if we allow that there is an
intrinsic being which we call self and
consider that these are separate selves, we
have a multiple personality; this we would
certainly not admit as the state and con-
dition of anyy normal personality; it be-
longs in the realm of the abnormal; it
characterizes the mentally deranged per-
son.

On the other hand the normal person
is a single entity, one in being and one in
unity of nature. Our belief is that Chris-
tian experience tends to integrate person-
ality rather than disintegrate. All evidence
points to this; even those afflicted with
mental aberrations feeling the healing
touch of divine power have been made
whole. There may be multiple selves in
the unregenerate, and in the regenerate
there are still two contending natures but
when the working of grace is complete in
the heart there is one self and one alone.

Again we return to the question, “What
is the new man?” As we study our New
Testament, we find that the phrase is used
for the spiritual being or spirit being of
man in contrast to his body or physical
being. The Apostle Paul writing to the
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Corinthians drew this contrast when he
said, “Though our outward man perish,
yet our inward man is renewed day by
day.” Here clearly the inward man refers
to the spirit.

Taking this connotation then we draw
the conclusion that the word man was a
psychological term used in that day and
age for our word “self.” The phrase “old
self” consequently would mean the self
dominated by sin; this is clearly brought
out in the context of the second passage,
for the manifestations of the sinful nature
are delineated. Then the new man would
indicate the self under the dominance of
the grace that is in Christ Jesus. In both
cases it is a quality or state of the self
and not a separate self.

The New Man Characterized

Very specifically does our second pass-
age tell us the elements or characterizing
features of the new man. These are ex-
pressed in our authorized version, “right-
eousness and true holiness,” but commen-
tators tell us that the qualifying genitive,
as it is written in the original (of the
truth), belongs to both nouns; thus these
virtues radiate from the truth.

When we recall the emphasis of the
functioning of truth in relation to Chris-
tian experience we obtain a new per-
spective on this passage. Jesus said, “I
am the way, the truth, and the life.” Then
when praying for the disciples at the close
of His ministry, He entreated, “Sanctify
them through the truth; thy word is truth.”

Ultimate truth lies only in the person
and being of Jesus Christ. All other truth
is but a scintillation of His person, and
it is to be tested by this one fact. The
truth of science and the universe goes back
into this one great focal origin, otherwise
it is not truth. Moreover much more so
does truth regarding human virtue and
more particularly religious and Christian
experience.

While the Jews had concepts of right-
eousness and also concepts of holiness, yet
their thought of righteousness was couched
for the most part under the Pharisaic for-
mula and their idea of holiness lay in
ritualistic forms and ceremonies, but the
new man within the soul is a state of being,
for its source is from a person or being.

This is further emphasized by an ex-
pression in the context, namely “after or
according to God” which signifies god-
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likeness. The new man bears the image
of its Creator. As in the beginning man
was created in the likeness of God, so in
the new creation in spiritual life.

Turning now to the specific virtues
mentioned, writers vary as to their analy-
sis of these, but the suggestion made by
one commentator appears to be pertinent
when he says, “The words seem used in a
way which had become familiar as a sum-
mary of human virtue,” that is, they
represent an ideal that had found its ex-
pression in these terms. They may have
stood in that age for what the phrase,
‘entire sanctification’ stands now. We
believe that they did.”

Although this may be so, yet it might
prove interesting to analyze the terms
separately. Taking the first, righteousness,
we find in Scripture several different
meanings which center in one significance
yet vary in their particular application.
But in our particular passage the state-
ment, “according to God” certainly is a
determining factor. What is righteous-
ness in God? We might answer this by
saying it is a proper balancing of His jus-
tice and His love. Now in God alone is
there the full harmonization of the two;
man with his human limitations cannot
obtain a complete balance, but he has the
potentialities in the new man, and the
only reason he cannot work these out in
actual conduct is an intellectual defect,
an impaired judgment. Holiness means the
absence of sin. This the scripture teaches
us can become a reality in man for we
recall the exhortation, “Be ye holy, for 1
am holy.” Thus the new man within the
soul, though created in the state of re-

God's Variety

generation, comes to full realization only
in the second work of grace. Most truly
then can the phrase, “righteousness and
holiness which are fundamentally rooted in
truth” be a summary of Christian virtue.

When we return for a summary per-
spective of the various thoughts brought
out by the Apostle Paul in his two Ephe-
sian passages, we find that he has made
a very comprehensive survey. The need
for such is universal; Jew as well as Gen-
tile must be created anew. So today,
every man must enter by this avenue
into the kingdom of God. Moreover basic
in the transformation is an act of creation
calling into being that state and condition
of the soul or self which was not existent
before.

Referring to state and condition we learn
that such constitutes the intrinsic nature
of the new man, that it is not a separate
entity brought within, but a distinct change
wrought in the existent self so that it
functions in a new way. To make human
nature function in a new way, a way dis-
tinctly opposite from its previous trend,
is certainly a miracle, a creation of God.
This new man thus operating manifests
the great outstanding virtues of Chris-
tian living, righteousness and holiness, the
latter coming to fruition in the experience
of entire sanctification and the former re-
ceiving then its potentialities and increas-
ing in its outward manifestation as the
judgment is matured.

Thus we have a glorious ideal set be-
fore us. Should we not kneel in humble
entreaty that this new man may be created
within that we may attain unto these pri-
mary Christian virtues?

Just now | am thinking of the many kinds of workers God uses in
His work: some large, some small; some beautiful, others decidedly

homely; some learned, others

illiterate;
voices, others with unpleasant deliveries.

some with very melodious
Some are immaculate in

dress; others are not so careful of their garb. Some appear like a pro-

phet; others are but a voice, and a poor one at that.
If we had the picking of workers, we would
Not so with God.

are God’s instruments.
have a monotonous similtude.

Nevertheless, they

He delights in end-

less variety. Let none feel when God clearly calls, that he cannot do

service because of handicaps.

Let him get the best equipment, and

continuously seek to improve that equipment, but heed the Lord's call.

—A. C. W.
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A Pattern of Praise

Paul S. Rees

A Thanksgiving Message

Giving thanks always for all things unto
God and the Father in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ (Ephesians 5:20).

HIS is Paul’'s counsel to his fellow

Christians. It is strong counsel too—
so strong, indeed, that one who did not
know the author of it would be tempted
to feel that it was rash or else that it was
just intended for effect. But neither of
these explanations will do, ior the simple
reason that Paul, by the grace of God,
practiced just what he preached with re-
spect to this matter of gratitude.

It occurred to me the other day that
Paul must have reveled in the Psalms of
the Hebrew Scriptures. Their prevailing
mood of praise was well suited to his
habitually sunny soul. Like the psalmist,
the apostle knew the dark and difficult
side of life, knew full well that the soul’s
faith in God is often a fiercely assailed and
tested thing, but, like that same psalmist,
he knew also that faith gives the soul
wings that are stronger than the weights
of its cares and conflicts, enabling it to
rise and sing, Bless the Lord, O my soul:
and all that is within me, bless his holy
name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and
forget not all his benefits: who forgiveth
all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy
diseases; who redeemeth thy life from
destruction; who crowneth thee with lov-
ing kindness and tender mercies.

In the same humble, sensitive spirit, but
with the vastly enriched knowledge
which Christ has brought, St. Paul calls
upon these Christians at Ephesus to join
him in the holy exercise of “Giving thanks
always for all things unto God and the
Father in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ.” Are such words unusual for this
man or are they characteristic of him?

There is abundant proof that they are
typical. To some of that proof we shall
now turn, as we think of “St. Paul, a

Pattern of Praise.”

The Object of Praise

If thanksgiving is “the declarative
mood of gratitude,” to whom should the
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declaration be made? Our text answers
in one simple, sublime phrase: “unto God.”
“Unto God!” Polite thanks for secondary
causes may be spoken to our human fel-
lows, but true thanksgiving always directs
itself to the “Father of lights,” Who is the
giver of “every good and perfect gift.”

Some years ago one of the noted atheists
of the country wrote a book on the de-
clining belief in God and religion. Among
other things he suggested that we Ameri-
cans abandon our traditional Thanksgiv-
ing Day because so many of us have, as
he put it, no sense of “a real and im-
mediate dependence upon a personal div-
inity.” And he adds, “From an expres-
sion of genuine belief this (Thanksgiving)
custom has become an objectionable tra-
dition which, the sooner it is abandoned,
the better. It were better, instead, that
we should be taught to realize our de-
pendence upon each other.”

One must confess that there has been
a strong tendency among us to substitute,
practically if not theoretically, the praise
of man for the praise of God. It is a part
of the humanism of our day which must
be held responsible for bringing our
blood-drenched world to its present
agony and ruin. We have forgotten that,
as a famous catechism puts it, “the chief
end of man is to glorify God and enjoy
him forever.” Our modern version of it
has been “The chief end of man is to
glorify himself and enjoy himself forever.”
It simply will not work. The very struc-
ture of life is against it. For all his high

capacities, man is still a creature. His
capacities are counterbalanced by his
frailties. We may not like it, we may

wish it were different, but here is the fact:
when man glorifies himself he stultifies
himself, and when he glorifies God he
fulfills himself.

“Thanks be unto God,” cries Paul (Il
Cor. 9:15), as he echoes the blithe lan-
guage of the Psalmist, “What shall | ren-
der unto the Lord for all his benefits unto
me? .... | will offer to thee the sacrifice
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of thanksgiving, and will
name of the Lord”

call upon the
(Psalm 116:12, 14).

Thank God—Whose heavens declare His
glory and whose firmament sheweth His
handiwork.

Thank God—Who hath measured the
waters in the hollow of His hand, and
meted out heaven with a span, and com-
prehended the dust of the earth in a
measure, and weighed the mountains in
scales and the hills in a balance.

Thank God—Who pours the light of
morning over the horizon of every day,
Who sends the clean breezes from the cool
tops of the mountains, Who paints the
colors on the faces of the flowers, Who at-
tends the birth of every bud in spring-
time and is present at its funeral in the
chill of autumn, Who openeth His hand
and feedeth every living thing.

Thank God—Who is the Creator behind
all creation, the Wisdom behind all phil-
osophy, the Fact behind all science, the
Purpose behind all history, the Lover be-
hind all love, the Giver behind all gifts.

One of our noblest hymns puts it well:

To Him I owe my life and breath,
And all the joys | have.

To Him therefore—the supremely worthy
object of intelligent gratitude—Ilet my lips
speak their praise.

The Obligation of Praise

This surely is another part of the Paul-
ine pattern of thanksgiving. That is to
say, there is something about gratitude
so becoming and so desirable as to give it
the standing of a high duty.

Rightly understood, our text
than a bit of kindly advice: it is a com-
mand. It is the Holy Spirit's call to a
Christian life of abounding gladness and
overflowing thankfulness. “Be not drunk
with wine,” runs the whole passage, “but
be filled with the Spirit, speaking to your-
selves in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody in your
hearts to the Lord, giving thanks always
unto God and our Father in the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ.” Similarly, in
I Thessalonians 5:18 Paul says, “In every-
thing give thanks.”

is more

How many there are who look upon
praise as a matter of inclination or senti-
ment. It is that as a rule. But when the
emotion fails us, what then? Are we never
to be thankful except as we feel like it?
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If so, we should miss the highest levels
of gratitude and our souls will be the
poorer for it

For one thing, the duty of thanks can be
performed if we deliberately and prayer-
fully concentrate on the right things. It
is usually a matter of right selection. Try
it on yourself. If you are tempted to
give way to a murmuring spirit instead of
a grateful one, you will probably find
that you have been fixing your attention
too much on your troubles or your dis-
advantages, and forgetting all about the
favorable side of life’s balance sheet. A
good piece of advice for all of us is this:
Never begin by tallying your troubles
and then coming around to your blessings,
but begin with your mercies and then,
with your eyes washed clean by the joy-
ous tears of your favors, look at your
difficulties. They will not appear half
so many or so dark.

A distinguished church leader was be-
ing assailed by a bitter and misunder-
standing public. One day a friend offered
sympathy, remarking that he did not see
how the preacher could stand it. “Ah,”
came the quiet answer, made all the more
impressive by the light that glowed in his
grateful eyes, “you see | am very happy
at home.” That is the point—getting the
right perspective! The outside crowd was
critical and hostile, but the family circle
was all love and confidence and loyalty,
For that he could be profoundly thankful,
And such thanks is not merely an emo-
tion; it is a duty. See to it, urges Paul,
that you do not forget your obligation of
“giving thanks for all things unto God
and the Father.”

The Outline of Praise

Thank Him “for all things,” says the
text. When we take Paul’'s writings and
analyze them, we find an outline of these
“things.”

1. Praise Him for Christ, our Redeemer
and Lord.

Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable
gift, is the way the apostle expresses it in
Il Corinthians 9:15.

Take Christ out of history and you leave
a gap which all the kings and all the
generals and all the philosophers and all
the artists can never fill. Indeed, let
Christ drop out of it and you have lost
the key to history. Be tremblingly grate-
ful, then, that He is there—gloriously
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there—the Word made flesh, the Grace of
God come down to meet and master the
sin of man, God’s perfect Man and man’s
perfect God, the fairest among ten thou-
sand and the altogether lovely One.

Men often quote Napoleon Bonaparte.
There are some things he said which the
world could forget and be no poorer, but
one quotation from him is worth remem-
bering forever. Many of you are fam-
iliar with it: “Alexander, Caesar, Charle-
magne and myself founded empires. But
on what did we rest the creations of our
genius? Upon force. Jesus Christ alone
founded His empire upon love; and, at
this hour, millions of men would die for
Him.” And he spoke the truth.

Thou lovely, commanding Christ, Who
by the pure royalty of Thy spirit and
the saving virtue of Thy sacrificial love
are worthy to be the King of the universe,
to Thee we lift our grateful adoration:

O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,

The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace.

2. For the Bible as the Word of God.

One day Paul sat down to write a letter
to the Church of Christ in Thessalonica.
Of the several things he had on his heart
to say, one was this: For this cause also
thank we God without ceasing, because,
when ye received the word of God which
ye heard of us, ye received it not as the
word of men, but as it is in truth, the word
of God, which effectually worketh also in
you that believe.

We do not hold that God speaks to men
today only through the Bible. We do
hold, however, that in the Bible He speaks
to men in a special and authentic way.
We do not hold that no new light or truth
can break forth from the Bible. We hold,
however, that anything claiming to be new
truth or light is not to be accepted if it
contradicts the spiritual authority and the
Christian principles of the Bible.

For the matchless light and power of
the Holy Scriptures let us today offer our
renewed praise. To try to pay rhetorical
tributes to this Book is “love’s labor lost.”
It is the needless and thankless task of
painting the lily or of decorating a sunset.
It is the Book supreme and the Book
sublime, God-breathed and God-revealing
—supernatural in origin, universal in ap-
peal, unerring in guidance, regenerative
in force, timeless in appropriateness, death-
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less in destiny, with man’s hand behind its
penmanship but with God’s heart behind
its authorship.

Let it be read and believed, and lo, the
powers of a higher and a better world
are loosed in this one: the hopes of the
despairing are revived, the lives of the
vicious and the vain are refashioned, the
shackles of the slave are broken, the sor-
rows of the bereaved and stricken are
healed, the homes of the hating and the
disloyal are united, the fears of the dying
are dispelled. Argument is useless: there
is no other Book like it. It stands as soli-
tary among the libraries of men as the
Church of God stands solitary among the
institutions of men or the Christ of God
among the sons of men.

Then let us send up a shout of praise
that today this Book—the Bible—taxes the
capacity of more printing presses, travels
more miles, enters more doors, and talks
to more people in their mother tongue
than does any other book!

This precious Book I'd rather have
Than all the golden gems

That e’er in monarchs’ coffers shone
Or on their diadems.

And were the sea one chrysolite,
This earth a golden ball,

And gems were all the stars of night, =
This Book were worth them all.

Ah! no, the soul ne’er found relief
In glittering hoards of wealth.

Gems dazzle not the eye of grief,
Gold cannot purchase health.

But here’s a blessed balm,
For every human woe;

And they that seek this Book in tears,
Their tears shall cease to flow.

3. For Precious Legacies of the Past.

For another strand in Paul’s tapestry of
thanksgiving, we may turn to his second
letter to Timothy. He says, | thank God,
whom 1| serve from my forefathers with
pure conscience (Il Tim. 2:3). It was al-
ways Paul’s .contention that Christianity
was the fulfillment of Judaism and not
the repudiation of it. For the priceless
Hebrew heritage of faith is the one living
God of heaven and earth, holy in char-
acter and righteous in dealing, Paul was
grateful to the end of his days. He did
not worship the past, but he thankfully
evaluated the worth of the past. We do
well to follow his example.
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Passing over the many things that be-
long to our rich inheritance as Christians
and as members of the Christian Church-—
things that wear the genuine halo of no-
bility and heroism—Ilet me speak a mo-
ment of our heritage as American citizens.

Not long ago, while speaking in Chicago,
a friend of mine invited me to be his
luncheon guest at a gathering to be ad-
dressed by Jean Valtin, the now famous
author of the book, “Out of the Night.”
To my regret it was impossible for me to
attend. From my friend, however, | re-
ceived a first-hand account of Mr. Val-
tin’s talk. As you know, he was trained
to be a Communist agitator. He has seen
—and felt—the inside workings of the two
most powerful dictatorships on the face
of the earth—that of Russia and that of
Germany. Thoroughly disgusted with the
hypocrisies and cruelties of both powers,
he has become, he says, an enthusiastic
convert to democracy. In his Chicago
address he told a large gathering of busi-
ness men that they could hardly compre-
hend how utterly twisted and perverted
the whole thinking of Communism and
Nazism is. “You Americans,” he said,
“have a phrase that is typical of your
way of life at its best—the phrase ‘fair
play.’ To the Communists and the Nazis,
said he, those words mean absolutely
nothing. The only thing that counts with
them is the gaining of their end at any
particular moment. What means may be
used to gain it is of no concern. Their
system is the business of getting on with-
out any moral standards or any fixed
principles.”

God knows our United States has its
sins that cry to high heaven, but God also
knows that our nation was conceived in
prayer and founded in reverence—rever-
ence for Himself and regard for the rights
of His human creatures everywhere. For
this we have reason to rejoice and be
grateful. Our flag is breeze-furled over
a land whose government was fashioned
for the purpose of giving free exercise to
the religious conscience of every indi-
vidual and every group, a land where all
men stand equal before the law and equal
in the opportunity granted to them for
the pursuit of life, liberty and happiness.

We are a privileged people. Our liber-
ties have been won for us at no mean
price. We drink today from fountains we
did not start; we eat from vineyards we
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did not plant; we warm by fires we did
not kindle; we find refuge in institutions
we did not build. The least we can do
is to be grateful for them. And surely
we cannot do less than cherish them,
strengthen them, preserve them, and,
please God, pass them on to our children
and our children’s children.

Shakespeare said:

How sharper than a serpent’s tooth
To have a thankless child.

it is,

Let us not commit the sin of base in-
gratitude, we children of the founding
fathers of this republic.

4, For the Assurance of Final Triump
over Death and the Hope of that Life
which Lies Beyond.

The Pauline pattern of praise would not
be complete without this figure. It is
described in | Corinthians 15. The grand
argument for the resurrection is nearing
its crashing crescendo. This corruptible,
cries the apostle, must put on incorrup-
tion, and this mortal must put on im-
mortality. So when this corruptible shall
have put on incorruption, and this mortal
shall have put on immortality, then shall
be brought to pass the saying that is writ-
ten, Death is swallowed up in victory. O
death, where is thy sting? O grave, where
is thy victory? For the sting of death is
sin; and the strength of sin is the laio.
But thanks be to God, which giveth us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

There are those today who would take
the scissors of materialism and snip from
our Christian .creed the hope of glory
beyond the gloom of the grave. They
teach, with Bertrand Russell, that “No
fire, no heroism, no intensity of thought
and feeling can preserve an individual
life beyond the grave; that all the labors
of the ages, all the devotion, all the in-
spiration, all the noonday brightness of
human genius, are destined to extinction
in the vast death of the solar system, and
that the whole temple of man’s achieve-
ment must inevitably be buried beneath
the debris of a universe in ruins.” But
the fact and the faith of Christ’s resur-
rection take hold of such black unbelief
as that and sweep it clean out of the soul.

Christ hath “abolished death,” cries
Paul, “and brought life and immortality to
light through the gospel.” That is, Christ’s
death and resurrection have put the seal
of doom on death itself. Death is on the
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way out.
victory.

Is there no immortality?
No life everlasting? Then our final des-
tination is a death-box, our final crown
a shroud, and our final music the dull
thud of covering clods. Then those aching
good-bys we told our dear ones were
forever—utterly destitute of any hope of
reunion.

“If 1 had believed that,” said a man to
his pastor, when he had lost his wife,
“if 1 had believed that, I think | should
have gone mad. But oh, thank God for
Christ!” Exactly. It is in that mood of
praise that we ought to expose our re-
deemed spirits to the brightness of their
eternal prospects. On our knees today we
ought to thank God for the Christ who
has conquered death and flung open to
us the gates of Paradise: the Christ who
assures us that high above the smoke-
grimed cities of man is the stainless,
deathless City of God: the Christ who
said, in tones sweeter than a mother’s
lullaby and stronger than a captain’s call,
In my Father’s house are many mansions.
If it were not so, | would have told you.
I go to prepare a place for you, and if
I go, and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and receive you unto myself,
that where 1 am ye may be also.

Do you want this pattern of praise to be
stamped deeply upon your own life? Then
make sure that you are acquainted with
Paul's Christ and that He, through the
Holy Spirit, is made unto you “wisdom
and righteousness and sanctification and
redemption.”

It shall yet be swallowed up in

No heaven?

Superficially there are many kinds of Christians.

scribed as “nominal Christians.”

The Preacher and His Home
Life
(Continued from page five)

better when they are properly related to
one another and to the preacher.

Most preachers can pass the usual ex-
amination that is imposed by churches re-
garding the preacher’s family; but that
is not enough. It would be a good thing for
the preacher to make one of his four per-
sonal class meetings for the month major
on this subject. And in that class meeting
he might ask himself, “Am 1 the sort of
husband and father people who hear me
preach have a right to think I am? Do
I take refuge in the fact that I am a
preacher and excuse myself for being
nervous beyond what | would allow in a
layman? Do | really play fair as a part-
ner in the home and a member of the
family? Is my car large enough to hold
all the members of my family, and do
I take the family with me when that is
possible? Do | expect rights and privi-
leges that would be detrimental if my wife
and children claimed the same? Do |
place my wife in an inferior position as
regards my attitude toward people gen-
erally? Am 1 as thoughtful of my wife’s
comforts and as careful of her regard as
I would expect other husbands to be? Am
I so consistent in my home life that 1 am
in no sense embarrassed by the presence
of my wife and children when it comes
time to preach on “The Christian Home”?

There are those de-

The Chinese, with characteristic Oriental
insight, describe some as “rice Christians.”

Dr. Alexander Maclaren, the

great preacher and devotional writer, once wrote of “half-and-half Chris-

tians and out-and-out Christians.”

Most of us are familiar with the various

types—perhaps there is even one whom we know better than anyone else.
If so, perhaps Dr. Maclaren’s further words will be helpful to us: “The out-

and-out Christian is a joyful

Christian,”

he wrote. “The half-and-half

Christian is the kind of Christian that a great many of us are—little ac-

quainted with ‘the joy of the Lord.”

If this is true of us, how many and

how great are the blessings of which we are depriving ourselves through

our failure to follow Christ as He would have us to follow Him!

“Why,”

continues Dr. Maclaren, “should we live halfway up the hill, and swathed in
mists, when we might have unclouded sky and a visible sun over our
heads, if we but climb higher and walk in the light of His face?”—Chris-

tian Observer.
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“Emmanuel—God with Us”

(A Christmas Message)

E. E. Wordsworth

And they shall call his name Emmanuel
which being interpreted is, God with us
(Matt. 1:23).

E CANNOT grasp the mystery of

the incarnation of Jesus Christ
unless we grasp the divine truth of the
God-man, that He is both God and man.
To deprive Christ of His essential deity is
to nullify the whole redemptive scheme.
He must be the Word made flesh dwelling
among us not only as a perfect example
and peerless teacher, but also as our kins-
man to redeem us from our lost estate.
Such He is to the world of lost men, and
in a particular and special sense to every
child of God.

Verse twenty-three opens with that
meaningful word, “Behold.” Whenever
this word is employed by the Holy Spirit
something of unusual importance is about
to be announced. Note the proof texts,
“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29);
“Behold, what manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us, that we should
be called the sons of God” (I John 3:1);
“Behold, | stand at the door, and knock”
(Rev. 3:20), and “Behold, he cometh with
clouds” (Rev. 1:7).

One may look and not behold; it means
to look intently and until you see clearly.
Therefore we need to behold the Incar-
nate One and see in Him the fulfillment
of prophecy (see lIsa. 7:14; 8:10), the vir-
gin birth of Jesus, the Word made flesh
for our redemption, and the ultimate vic-
tory over sin, Satan and demons through
the vicarious sacrifice on the cross. The
Hebrew name Emmanuel signifies “God
with us” and presents to us the nature,
character, personality and work of Christ.
He is truly God and truly Man.

The Jews had God with them in types,
shadows and symbols, dwelling between
the cherubim, but today we have Christ
in antitype and substance and glorious
reality. Paul wrote, “Christ in you the
hope of glory,” while John says, “Truly
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our fellowship is with the Father, and
with his Son Jesus Christ”; and Peter
declares, “We were with him in the holy
mount.” No longer do we need rams of
consecration, turtledoves and pigeons, nor
any earthly sacerdotal priest to make
atonements for us, for “Christ our pass-
over is sacrificed for us.”

“A virgin shall be with child.” This
had been predicted in Eden thus, “And
the Lord God said unto the serpent, . . . .
I will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her
seed; it shall bruise thy head.” This was
prophesied four thousand years before
the advent of Christ. Isaiah, in his later
prophecy (7:14), uttered the words 740
years before Christ was born in Bethle-
hem. At that time the land of Judea was
threatened with invasion from the united
armies of Syria and Israel, in the days
of Ahaz, king of Judah. Ahaz was ser-
iously troubled because apparently his
kingdom was about to be overthrown, but
God sent the Prophet lIsaiah to him to
tell him to ask a sign from the Lord, or, in
other words, to ask God to help him. The
Lord gave an appropriate sign, not only
for the sake of Ahaz, but for all Jews of
all ages—a standing sign of the virgin
birth of Immanuel, our Redeemer. The
Old Testament scriptures foretell of Cal-
vary for all mankind.

The daughter of a respectable Jewish
merchant in Ohio, being near death, said
to her afflicted father, “I know little
about Jesus, for | never was taught; but
I know that He is a Saviour, for He has
manifested Himself to me since | have
been sick, even for the salvation of my
soul. | believe He will save me even
though | never before loved Him! 1 feel
that 1 am going to Him, that I ever shall
be with Him. And now, my father, do not
deny me; | beg that you never again will
speak against this Jesus of Nazareth. |
intreat you to obtain a New Testament,
which tells of Him.” Thus this Jewish girl
died in the faith of Christ, and went to be
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with Him in heaven. The world's Re-
deemer can save both Jew and Gentile
who trust His saving grace and power.

Christ is not only with us as a Saviour
from our sins, but also as a Sanctifier,
“He is able also to save them to the ut-
termost” (Heb. 7:25); “For their sakes
I sanctify myself, that they also might
be sanctified through the truth” (John
17:19); “For both he that sanctifieth and
they who are sanctified are all of one”
(Heb. 2:11); “By the which will we are
sanctified through the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all” (Heb. 10:10).

In the old rugged cross

Stained with blood so divine,
A wondrous beauty | see.

For 'twos on that old cross,
Jesus suffered and died,

To pardon and sanctify me.

A Moravian missionary once went to
the West Indies to preach to the slaves.
He found it impossible for him to carry
out his design so long as he bore to them
merely the relationship of a missionary.
He noticed that the slaves were driven
into the fields in the early morning and
returned late at night, with scarcely
enough strength left to roll into their
poor cabins. They were in no condition
to be profited by his instructions; then,
too, they were savage toward all the race
and rank of their masters, so the mis-
sionary determined to himself become a
slave that by so doing he might labor
beside those enslaved men and thus when
possible, preach to them and teach them
the way of everlasting life. He was sold
as a slave and became one with them,
and thus he carried on his great mission-
ary work of saving souls.

Certainly this was like the Master, who
became poor that we through His poverty
might be made rich; for He took upon
Himself the form of a servant and was
made in the likeness of men. He did this
that we might be saved.

But Christ is also with us in our daily
lives. Even in disciplinary measures He
seeks to help us Godward. In the many
and varied temptations and trials He per-
mits us to have He would enrich and
strengthen us and teach us lessons of
trust and obedience. In the prayer life,
He seeks our companionship and inti-
macy; in private prayer and public devo-
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tion we can have our Emmanuel—God
with us! When sorrow and bereavement
enter our domain, He will be present with
His consolation and guiding hand.

He will be with us to enlighten, protect
and defend us all along the uneven jour-
ney of life, and when the hour of death
summons us He will be the unfailing
Friend by our side. And when we have
entered the portals of glory, He still will
be with us in our joys and felicities, and
throughout the countless ages of eternity
we shall say, “Christ is all!” Christ is all!
Precious companionship divine!

The Consecrated Life

When a man is right with God, God
will freely use him. There will rise up
within him impulses, inspirations, strong
strivings, strange resolves. These must
be tested by Scripture and prayer; and if
evidently of God, they must be obeyed.

But there is this perennial source of
comfort: God’s commands are God’s en-
ablings. He will never give us a work to
do without showing exactly how and when
to do it, and giving us the precise strength
and wisdom we need.

Do not dread to enter this life because
you fear that God will ask you to do
something you cannot do. He will never
do that. If He lays aught on your heart,
He will do so irresistibly; and as you pray
about it, the impresssion will continue to
grow, so that presently, as you look up to
know what He wills you to say or do, the
way will suddenly open; and you will
probably have said the word or done the
deed almost unconsciously. Rely on the
Holy Ghost to go before you, to make the
crooked places straight and the rough
places smooth.

Do not bring the legal spirit of “must”
into God’s free service. “Consider the
lilies of the field, how they grow.” Let
your life be as effortless as theirs, be-
cause your faith will constantly hand over
all difficulties and responsibilities to your
ever-present Lord. There is no effort to
the branch in putting forth the swelling
clusters of grapes; the effort will be to
keep them back.—F. B. Meyer.
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The ldea of Carnality in First Corinthians

Neal C. Dirkse

HEN Paul wrote his several letters
W to the Corinthians he was attempting
to correct a number of situations that had
developed amongst them. The church was
composed of those who had been saved
out of gross darkness and idol worship.
Corinth was the town in which the temple
of Venus, goddess of love, was established.
The form of worship called for one
thousand women priestesses, who served
as public prostitutes before the altars of
the heathen temple. These women held a
place of public esteem and their offices
were sought after by the best and most
beautiful of the women. Thus the sin of
fornication was common and had the ap-
probation of public conscience. It was a
city given over to licentiousness and gaiety.
It is reported that during the act of their
so-called worship, these priestesses went
into a sort of coma, the meanwhile utter-
ing peculiar sounds, not unlike an in-
decipherable gibberish. It was also a city
in which the women enjoyed an unusually
high place of influence, probably due to
the power of the priestesses. Against this
dark background, Paul attempted to build
a people who would properly interpret
the grace of God.

This explains his frequent references to
idolatry, to fornication and other sexual
abuses, and to the place of women in the
church and in the home. It also serves
to explain why Paul approaches the
thought of our discussion with the terms he
did.

The origination of carnality in the hu-
man heart began with Adam and his sin
of disobedience precipitating the sentence
of death upon all mankind (15:21, 22).
In Romans, Paul stated that the “wages
of [the] sin is death.” This principle of
evil is handed down from generation to
generation as in inherited tendency to-
ward the material (15:48, 49). Only twice
is the term “the sin” so frequently used
in Romans used in this epistle. Here it is
given as a definite principle of evil that
puts the sting in death and finds its
strength in the law (15:56).
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Speaking in another connection, the
writer defines this principle as the spirit
of the world (2:12) as opposed to the
Spirit received from God. And this Spirit
does not abide in the natural man (2:14),
that is, the unregenerate man. The one
other term used, leaven (5:6-8), is full of
suggestions, but we barely mention it. He
uses it in connection with his references
to the group rather than the individual,
yet that which is to be removed, serves
as a figure of its nature in the treatment
accorded it in relation to the individual.
If the holy are unleavened, as he sug-
gests here, then the unholy are leavened,
that is, one group has an evil principle
that permeates the total personality, mak-
ing it displeasing to God, while the other
group is purified from such an evil dispo-
sition.

The list of manifestations of this evil
disposition of the human heart are nu-
merous and several are frequently re-
peated. Remembering the background of
the folks to whom he was writing ex-
plains this. While it is plain to us that
these things are evil, we must remember
the difference of background, and recall
that this group were largely an uneducated
group and thus probably more apt to
rationalizing their conduct, until a con-
science had literally to be built about these
matters.

Proceeding from the fact that Paul was
writing to a church that had been regen-
erated and thereby sanctification begun,
they were largely unsanctified, as indicated
by the first three verses of chapter three.
One indication of their state, and three
times condemned, was that of a lack of
unity. They were split up into divisions
and cliques (1:10; 3:3; 11:18), resulting in
contentions (1:11; 3:3).

Paul lists the calendar of terms; he
charges them with almost every mani-
festation of carnality. They are carnal
(3:1, 3); babes in Christ (3:1); have to be
coddled instead of being able to submit
to the persecution involved—yet fed with
milk; unable to eat meat (3:2). They
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“walked as men” (3:3) that is, there was
so little difference in their life and those
out of the church, as to be barely dis-
tinguishable. The result of their faction-
alism and contentions led to envying
(3:3), to strife (3:3), to conceit (3:18), to
vain thoughts (3:20), made them puffed
up (4:6, 18; 5:2), to boasting (5:6), and
being covetous (5:10; 6:9). They were
given to graft and dishonesty (5:10; 6:9).

The frequent references to idol worship
and the eating of food offered to idols and
Paul's unequivocal condemnation of all
idolatry are all to be understood in view
of the city and its temple of Venus (5:10;
6:9; 10:7, 14; 12:2). The sexual sins were
understandably predominant, and %e de-
nounces the adulterers (6:9), and sodom-
ites, the effeminate (6:9), the fornicator
and fornication (5:1, 10; 6:9, 18; 10:8).
The suggestion that carnality is in line
with the tendency of the day, and that
sanctification is the one guaranty against
being carried along by its tide is indicated
in this connection in his letter to the Thes-
salonians (I Thess. 4:3). Other indications
of carnality as given are the intemperance
of the drunkard and the intemperance
of the tongue, the blasphemer (6:9). It
has in it a God-defying element (10:1-5),
a lust for evil things (10:6), a spirit of
presumption (10:9), a spirit of complain-
ing (10:9). It is in sympathy with false
doctrine (11:19).

In this sordid list, we are not to under-
stand for a moment that Paul winked at
these things in the lives of professed fol-
lowers of Jesus and in any way condoned
them. He was hereby showing them that
all these characteristics and manifesta-
tions of sin were potentially within the
heart of every unsanctified soul, that the
carnal disposition was in sympathy with
the worst hell could produce.

The essence of carnality is selfishness,
and it is seen in the conduct of those who
at the love feast before the commemoration
of the Lord’s Supper (11:20-22), and also
in the entire ninth chapter where the ten-
dency toward their selfishness as it related
to the support of the gospel is denounced.

The presence of inbred sin will influence
the entire attitude and outlook of the in-
dividual as suggested by the permeating
action of leaven (5:6, 7). It served to
make them inconsiderate, as suggested in
the eighth chapter, and their lack of con-
sideration for those of a weak conscience.
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The tendency of this evil disposition is to
demand one’s rights, as indicated by Paul’s
denunciation of their going to law one
against the other (6:1, 6, 8). The entire
seventh chapter deals with the tendency
of carnality to sensualize the divine and
spiritual relationships in marriage.

The test of true Christian character is its
separateness from the world, and the in-
dication of the presence of carnality is
seen in its desire for association with the
pagan world and practices (10:15-22). Be-
cause of carnality, they were not worthy
to partake of the Lord’s Supper, and were
displeasing to God (11:27, 29). Their
selfish conduct during the love feast and
the Lord’s Supper was further aggravated
by their intemperance (which in some had
begotten premature death, and in others,
illness—11:30).

The test of their complete consecration
and testimony lay in their reaction to
persecution, to which they were subject.
If they denied Christ, and, as the custom
of that day, cursed and renounced Him, it
was proof positive that they were not His.
Carnality has in it the element of coward-
ice and treason (12:3).

God’s best for them is stated in the
thirteenth chapter, but carnality will de-
feat it in that it ruined the oratorically
able by making him shallow and insincere;
the prophetical gift and a keen mind were
rendered worthless and unusual faith use-
less; kindness was cheapened, for the
carnal are incapable of doing good with-
out an ulterior motive.

The presence of the traitor within the
heart of the regenerate tends to place too
great an emphasis upon the gifts of God,
rather than upon the Gift of God, upon the
human demonstration rather than upon the
divine possession (14: 1-32). And, with
the unusual freedom accorded women in
this place, carnality served to make them
“behave unseemly” when in the house of
worship (14:33-36).

Several times the writer refers to the
blinding effects of inbred sin, and in its
power to dull the spiritual apprehensions
(2:14; 1:18, 20, 21, 23; 14:34). This very
dullness of spiritual apprehension led to
the crucifixion of the Lord (2:7, 8). The
very thing in the heart of the sinner that
led to the tragedy of Calvary is the same
thing in the heart of the believer that has
the potential power to slay them.
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The root meaning of the word sanctify
is “unearth.” Paul tells them that the
natural or carnal man has earthly desires
—things that pertain to time and space
(15:47, 48). The stamp of the carnal is
to be seen in their desires and attitudes,
for it has that power to so influence the
whole life. “Out of it [the heart] are the
issues of life.” And, in its ultimate an-
alysis, whether in sinner or believer, it
opposes the gospel and all the will of
God (16:9), for “it is not subject to the
law of God.”

Faithful in the awful delineation of its
character and its characteristics, Paul is
also faithful in describing the only remedy

for this malady of hell that remains in the
heart of the regenerate. It is interesting
to note that in the thirteenth chapter, one
finds the antithesis to every one of the
characteristics of carnality therein listed.
Divine love is the only answer. With the
infilling of divine love, the heart is purged
(5:7, 8) from the old leaven. The heart
may be made free from its presence and
its power through the merits of Calvary
and the resurrection (15:35-49). And it
is through Jesus Christ, and only through
Him that deliverance is possible (15:22,
27)!

“Thanks be to God, which giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”!

Heart Cries of the Man of Vision

C. Davies Warren (Hightown)

OME sermons are suggested by a pass-
Sing word; others by the prevailing
mood. Some are conceived in the study;
others in the crowded streets or solitary
lanes. This message, however, was born
in an all-night prayer meeting.

There are desires, yearnings, sighs and
aspirations, peculiar to the man of vision.
They are the continual uprisings of his
renewed and sanctified spirit; they are
cries of the heart. Many of them are
untranslatable, but the trained and at-
tentive ear is able to catch some of them.
Listen carefully!

1. Give Me the Secret of Prayer!

Thousands pray every day. Certainly
it is impossible to be a Christian at all,
much less a sanctified Christian, and not
pray. Moreover, it is characteristic of
every true church, and especially of that
church which stands for the positive mes-
sage of holiness, that she must either pray
or perish. But there is a hidden and un-
discoverable secret in prayer which is
generally unknown. For the most part,
men and women who pray are not con-
cerned about it; they are quite content
to pursue their ordinary method, and to
indulge in their usual exercise. Satisfied
with uttering familiar phrases and pious
platitudes, they know little or nothing of
the originality, inspiration, and unction of
the Holy Ghost in prayer.
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Not so the man of vision! The constant
cry of his heart is, “Give me, O God, the
secret of prayer—of that prayer which
cleaves the skies, which sweeps through
and ascends far above principalities and
powers, the prayer that reaches Thy
throne and moves Thy hand of omnipo-
tence, the prayer that prevails and ob-
tains blessing!” This is prayer of a super-
natural order. This is the kind of praying
which has distinguished all who have done
most for God and their generation.

Take me into Abraham’s secret as he
pleads for Sodom!

Give me Jacob’s secret as he wrestles
at Peniel till daybreak; wrestles until
his physical frame is altered; wrestles’
until his name is changed from pre-
tender to prince!

Let me grasp the secret of Moses at
Sinai, and of Paul at Corinth, who
both scale the same dizzy heights of
intercession, willing to be eternally
obliterated in hell if only their breth-
ren are forgiven and saved!

2. Give Me the Secret of Faith!

It is true that every believer has faith,
for it is impossible, without faith, either
to believe in God or to be saved. But
there is a key which is able to unlock the

The Preacher's Magazine



resources and release the energy of Om-
nipotence. Few possess it. We say we
believe God, we believe the Bible, we be-
lieve all things are possible; indeed, it is
said that the demons believe and they
tremble.

Where is the faith that can remove
mountains? Where is the faith which in
quantity may only equal the size of a
mustard seed but which in quality and
achievement is limitless? Where is the
faith that not only reckons sin dead in the
small circle of self, and renders the flesh
impotent, and binds the devil, but also
conquers the world? Where is the faith
that condemns the creeds, confounds criti-
cism, disarms the opposition, shatters the
indifference, and ransacks the resources
of the world? In short, where is the faith
that our fathers knew—the faith that
“laughs at impossibilities, and cries, ‘It
shall be done’”?

Can the man of vision think of Abraham
on the Mount, or of Moses at the Red Sea,
or of Elijah on Carmel, or of Joshua at
Jericho, or of Peter at Pentecost, and be
content with the commonplace? Can he
thus remain smugly satisfied, apathetic,
unmoved, unchallenged, and uninspired?
Certainly not! He knows that there is a
law of faith which is as real and as clearly
defined as the scientific law of gravity,
and which works with equal precision and
reliability. The cry of his soul is, “Give
me this unutterable secret of dynamic and
unconquerable faith.” “Give me the faith
which can remove and sink the mountain
to a plain.”

3. Give Me the Secret of Revival!

The man of vision is perpetually con-
sumed with the passion for souls, and is
always seeking revival. Nothing less
satisfies him. He knows that there is a
secret in revival, but he believes that it is
an open one. So he longs, and yearns,
and lays himself out before God in prayer
and fasting.

Revival is never accidental or fortuitious.
The great Charles G. Finney, who stands

head and shoulders above most of us, said
repeatedly that revival is possible at any
time and in any place. But he was more
than a man of words, he was a man of
deeds; for wherever he went he had re-
vivals. Realizing all this, the man of
vision is sorrowful without seekers, con-
fused without converts, and restless with-
out revival. Revival he must have,
whether local or national.

The man of vision has lived in every
age, and he has been the voice of revival
to every generation. His heart cry is
ever and essentially the same.

Listen to
redemption:
the heavens,

Isaiah, the great prophet of
“O that thou wouldest rend
that thou wouldest come

down, that the mountains might flow
down at thy presence!”
Let Jeremiah, the prophet of tears,

speak: “O that my head were waters, and
mine eyes a fountain of tears, that 1 might
weep day and night!”

Hear the heart cry of Habakkuk, the
perplexed prophet: “O Lord, revive thy
work in the midst of the years, in the
midst of the years make known!”

Listen to John Knox, the great Scottish
reformer: “Give me Scotland or | die!”

Bend down and catch the passionate
plea of that Welsh divinity student in the
chapel at Newcastle Emlyn, who had but
recently come from the coal miners of
Glamorgan. His soul is stirred, his heart
is broken. He has seen the vision; the
secret of revival has been given him!

“O Arglwydd, Plygafi!
Plygafi, O Arglwydd”!
“O Lord, bend me!
Bend me, O Lord”!

As surely as God finds the man of
vision, who prays, and believes, and is
willing to pay the price of revival, so
surely will He come down again, rend
the heavens, and shake terribly the earth.
The Flame (England.)

How precious public prayer can be! A church member once said to his

minister, in words the minister never forgot:

“l deeply value the man who

can lead me to the Truth; but I value still more deeply the man who can

lead me to the Throne.”
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The Preacher’s Intellectual Life

J. Glenn Gould

Part Two

HERE is a further inquiry without

which our discussion would be in-
complete. Granted the preacher must be
a student, what shall he study? We are
all agreed, | take it, that he must first of
all be a student of the Word of God. The
danger we preachers face is that of re-
garding the Scriptures as a source-book
of texts, out of which sermons are made.
Such a mistaken attitude will destroy all
hope of obtaining a comprehensive grasp
of Christian truth, and impoverish our
preaching immeasurably. It should be
sedulously avoided.

The preacher’s first attitude toward the
Bible must be that of a Christian man:
he must read it for the good of his own
soul, finding in it the bread and water of
life. The assumption of holy orders does
not destroy or suspend the basic neces-
sities faced by the soul. It is not impos-
sible for a man to lose his own soul while
actively engaged in the task of the min-
istry. One essential antidote to this dan-
ger is to be found in a devotional reading
of the Word.

But the matter cannot be concluded
there, for our pulpit responsibilities, and
the expectations of God and our people lay
upon us a further necessity. We must
become systematic and comprehensive
students of the Word of God. This means
the attainment of some grasp of the lit-
erature that has grown up about the
Word, such as ideals with authorship, ob-
jective and history; it means a grasp of the

Word itself. We must study the Book
of God.
Now, there are numerous approaches

to such a study. It may be by books
until, one after another, we have achieved
an approximate mastery of these glorious
volumes; though, we should add, such is
the height and depth and length and
breadth of this ocean of truth that one’s
mastery of it must ever remain merely
approximate. Or, it may be considered
sectionally; as, for instance, a study of the
Synoptists, or the Johannine literature,
or the Pauline writings, or the contribu-
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tion of Peter and others to the develop-
ment of Christian thought. Or, again, it
may be considered doctrinally, culling
eclectically from the Word the inspired
records dealing with some great phase of
truth. It might be well to study the Word
under the guidance of some great com-
mentator (other than C. 1. Scofield);
though, one must admit, this is the least
rewarding method of all. The more com-
mentaries | read, the more inclined am
I to sympathize with the old lady who
fervently thanks God for the Bible, be-
cause “it throws so much light on the
commentaries”! But, by all means beware
of a purely textual study of the Word.
The preacher should always remember
that “a text without its context is a pre-
text.”

Moreover, the preacher’s study should
embrace the field of Christian doctrine.
The modern pulpit has revolted against
the preaching of doctrine, due to the mis-
taken belief that the man in the pew is
no longer interested in such matters. But
I am convinced that the average thought-
ful layman resents such a vile aspersion
on his intelligence. Someone complained
to the late Dr. Charles L. Goodell that
people were sick of hearing “thus saith
the Lord”; to which Dr. Goodell replied,
“How could they be sick of hearing what
they so seldom hear?” Now, we believe
that we Nazarenes are exceptions to this
disastrous rule. | wonder if we really
are? | am half inclined to believe that
the subtle influence of the spirit of the
times has had its effect upon us. At any
rate, our people—especially the newer
ones among them—are not indoctrinated,
for the simple reason that we are not in-
doctrinating them. Even in respect to our
distinguishing tenent, the doctrine of en-
tire sanctification, there is a lamentable
ignorance among our people. And | fear
that our evangelistic and pastoral preach-
ing may be largely responsible. The only
solution for the problem lies in the
preaching of doctrine; and to preach it, a
man must have an intelligent grasp of it
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Hence, the necessity for this phase of our
study. The preacher should read theo-
logy; should soak his thinking in it until
his mind is literally impregnated through-
out with systematic Christian doctrine.
Of course, one should be judicious in his
choice of teachers. More than twenty-
five years ago | held a revival meeting for
a young pastor in western Pennsylvania
and found him in raptures over a set of
books he had recently purchased for a
song in a second-hand store. He was
deriving more help from them than he had
ever gotten anywhere before. Upon in-
quiry, | found he was reading works of
William Ellery Channing! Select your
authors with infinite care; but select them
and use them to the full.

Furthermore, the preacher should study
something of human psychology, particul-
arly in its religious aspects. It will help
any preacher if he understands something
of the method God has ordained for an
approach to the mind of man. | recognize
that this is a controversial field. But such
books as “Psychology and God" by Gren-
stead, “Sin and the New Psychology” by
Barbour, and “Psychology and Life” by
Weatherhead, are fairly safe books to read
and follow.

What we have been saying deals with
that part of the preacher’s intellectual
life that is fundamental to his task. His
studies, however, should not be restricted
wholly to those fields immediately related
to his craft; for the informed preacher
must also be a student of life and of hu-
man affairs. Early in his career John
Wesley vowed that from that hour for-
ward he would be a man of one Book.
Fortunately for him, for Methodism, and
for Christianity, he did not keep so rash
a vow. In fact, in his Christian Library
Wesley edited and published for his
preachers and followers works of philoso-
phy, science and biography, as well as
theology, thus setting a noble example
of broad-mindedness in respect to learn-
ing and culture.

The preacher, furthermore, should read
philosophy, for discipline if not for infor-
mation. It would be an excellent thing
if every preacher would delve into a few
such books as Brightman’s “Introduction
to Philosophy,” Calkins’ “Persistent Prob-
lems of Philosophy,” Leighton’s “Field of
Philosophy,” or Patrick’s “The World and
Its Meaning.” He would do well to add
to his library and his conquest such books
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as Bowne’s “Theism,” Everett's “Moral
Values,” or Sorley’s “Moral Values and
the Idea of God.” This list might prove

to be enough for the average man’s life-
time, and even if he derived no intel-
lectual enjoyment from such reading, he
would find in it a soporific of no trifling
power.

The preacher, furthermore, should read
history for the sake of perspective, if for
no other reason. History is the portrayal
of life as it has been lived. Without some
understanding of history, the present time
is isolated from the past and one major
clue to an understanding of the present
day is lost. It is an astonishing drama,
indeed, to watch history repeating itself
and to observe the cycles in human affairs
by which our modern world is brought
back inevitably to what is essentially the
same place it occupied one hundred or
five hundred years ago. In the reading of
history one will discover that there is
nothing under the sun that is really new.
The study of history is conducive to a
humility of opinion, and leads one to the
exceedingly chary of the easy dogmatism
that identifies current events as the cer-
tain fulfillment of this or that prophecy.

Closely related to history is biography.
We have come upon times singularly rich
in biographical literature. Biography has
attained almost the status of a critical
science, and the lives of men are por-
trayed with greater fidelity and richer
profusion than ever before. Here is a
fountain of culture, information and in-
sight which we should not overlook.

It is a mistake for any man to affect
to despise the value of current literature.
I believe the daily paper should be a part,
though a relatively small part, of the
preacher’s daily reading. He can well
afford, ordinarily, ten or fifteen minutes
a day to bring his mind up to date on
world affairs. Then, too, rich resources
are available to us in the literary digests
that have multiplied so rapidly in recent
years. | believe the “Readers Digest” is
still the best in its field and would repay
any man for time spent in its perusal.

It is a good thing for the intelligent man
to read occasionally something with which
he cannot agree, if only to improve his
critical faculties. There are some men
who are unwilling to read anything writ-
ten by authors outside our particular
connection. It seems to me that this is a
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mistaken attitude. The broadly tolerant
Mr. Wesley advised his preachers that
they must not think they could get
nothing by listening to men with whom
they were in disagreement, and we would
do wisely to heed his sane counsel.

In conclusion, let me say that | believe
the preacher’s first task is to be a holy

man. Whatever sacrifice of other things
is demanded by holiness of heart and life
must be eagerly made; but | believe
there is no basic antipathy between an
earnest, devoted heart life and an intelli-
gent, informed intellectual life; and |
believe it would please and honor God
for His preachers to enjoy both to the full.

Bible Holiness

For God hath not called us unto un-
cleanness, but unto holiness (I Thess. 4:7).

The modern holiness work has come
into considerable disrepute because, too
frequently, it has been found in bad com-
pany. Many good, sincere Christian peo-
ple have become adverse to holiness be-
cause of inconsistencies in the lives of
people professing this state of grace. While
this fact does not disprove the doctrine
nor refute the experience, yet it should
be a sharp rebuke and a provoking chal-
lenge to those who sincerely profess and
preach holiness. Unbelievers do not care
for the theories, doctrines, and explana-
tions, but they want to see it lived, to
see it work in the hard knocks of
everyday life. And that is a big task,—
too big unless one has a pure heart
filled with the love of God (Rom. 5:5).

“Be diligent that ye may be found of
him in peace, without spot and blame-
less” (Il Peter 3:14). “Ye are witnesses
and God also, how holily and justly and
unblameably we behaved ourselves among

you that believe” (I Thess. 2:10). God
has called us unto holiness. Certainly
the unblamable, holy life is God’s ideal

for His children, and we do not believe
that He would hold forth such an ideal
unless it were attainable. People gen-
erally admit an evil stirring, down in the
heart when they are severely aggravated
or deeply wronged. Some excuse them-
selves for such breaks in their even (?)
temperament, on the grounds that the
circumstances justified it (for instance
a slander, or the Pearl Harbor outrage).
Some try to overcome such breaks or up-
sets, by culture and self-discipline, prom-
ising themselves that such shall not oc-
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cur again. But, beloved, this remedy is
utterly unsatisfactory. That evil carnal
nature of the heart is too much for us to
handle in our own srength.

In order to live a blameless holy life,
we must first have the heart cleansed of
that sinful nature. Jesus shed His life’s
blood to cleanse our hearts (Heb. 13:12).
John the Baptist announced this gracious
provision in Christ's atonement: “I indeed
baptize you with water, unto repentance,
but . ... he shall baptize you with the
Holy Ghost and with fire” (Matt. 3:11).
Peter bore testimony to this work of God’s
grace at Pentecost and at the house of
Cornelius. “God .... bare them witness,
giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he
did unto us; and put no difference be-
tween us and them, purifying their hearts
by faith” (Acts 15:8-9). So the pre-
requisite to a holy life is a pure sanctified
heart.

But sanctification is not an end in itself,
but a means to an end—a beautiful holy
life here and an abundant entrance into
glory hereafter. God does not do the
holy living for us; He furnishes the needed
grace, but we must do the living: “Keep
yourselves in the love of God.” This
loose, selfish, pleasure-loving age scoffs
at the idea of living a sinless holy life.
A theological doctor sneeringly said to
his class, “Some people have the audacity
to preach that we can live without sin-
ning.” He thus expressed the common at-
titude of the world, and of many church
people. But in spite of all this, holy
living is clearly held forth in the Bible,
and, thank the Lord, a few are demon-
strating it
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May we check a few requirements for
living a genuine holy life?

1. Jesus is first and pre-eminent (Col.
1:18). In all our decisions, vocations, and
services, the first question should be, “Is
this what Jesus wants of me at this time?”
Decisions of saints must not be for self,
experience, nor salary, but for the will
of God. Many failures of the Christian
life lie just at this point. Such persons
have not been willing to let the Lord have
His way in the plans of their lives—and
be happy in it. Can we say that what
we are engaged in, is the thing in which
we can most glorify our Christ, at the
present time?

2. All emotions and passions must be

under the control of the Holy Ghost. Paul
says, “But | keep under my body, and
bring it into subjection” (I Cor. 9:27).

Dr. Chambers, in his Biblical Psychology,
explains that in the unregenerate, the
emotions and passions (psychic) are in
control of the life, and the body and the
spirit are enslaved; but in the saints, the
spirit, indwelt by the Holy Ghost, is in
control, and the body and the emotions
are its servants. Solomon pictures the
first state in the lustful dissipation (Prov.

7:7-23). Paul pictures the second state
(Col. 3:14-20). When the Lord purifies
the heart in sanctification, He does not

take away our emotions, passions, and
fiery feelings of the soul; but He purifies

them and motivates them in lines that
glorify Himself and bless others. This
point is of paramount importance. Here-

in lies most serious inconsistencies among
people professing holiness. Being set right
here, would remove many reproaches
from cigarettes,’ beer, social relations, and
unhappy homes.

3. Holiness people do not care for the
pleasures of the world. Things which
give worldly people a thrill, fall flat on
hearts where the Holy Ghost dwells. The
spiritual joys and glories so far surpass
the fleeting thrills of the world, that these
find no response in the sanctified heart.
This does not mean a “longfaced” religion,
for the desire for earthly pleasures is
cleansed from the heart.

4. The Holy Ghost keeps the saint

sweetly in the love of God. Many re-
proaches come from Christians becoming
impatient and angry under severe trials
and provocations. “Charity [love] is not
[easily] provoked” (I Cor. 13:5). “Who,
when he was reviled, reviled not again”
(I Peter 2:23). When things are vexing,
the tongue is liable to cause trouble. How
cruel are those sharp, cutting words which
cut others, and shield and excuse self!
Verily the tengue is a little member set
on fire of hell. But when the blood of
Jesus cleanses the heart, and the Holy
Ghost dwells within, the source of such
evil is destroyed. “Out of the abundance
of the heart the mouth speaketh” (Matt.
12:34).

We do not claim absolute perfection. We
all have faults and may suffer temporary
defeats, but that is not God’s ideal for us.
He has grace to keep his saints sweet in
every trying hour. Every such break of
impatience cripples the work of the Holy
Ghost, and becomes a stumbling block
to others. They, seeing such failures, con-
clude that a real sanctified life is im-
possible.

5. Saints of God should be earnest in
the service of their blessed Master. They
love to go to church and worship the
Lord, and help in His work. The spiritual
pastor feels that he can depend on them.
The Lord blesses them and rolls burdens
for others upon their hearts. Surely
something is wrong when those professing
holiness carry no burden for needy souls.
The Holy Ghost also urges us to put feet
to our own prayers and win those for
whom we have been burdened. How can
holiness folks go complacently on and do
nothing to win others to Jesus?

So, the great need today is constant con-
sistent holy living, after Jesus has gra-
ciously sanctified our hearts. Beloved, will
we accept the great challenge, trusting
His grace to keep us sweet, though our
paths may lead through deep waters,
great sorrows, and fiery furnaces? Then
shall we be ready to go sweeping through
the gates of glory, or to meet the Saviour
coming for his Bride—Scott B. Clark
in The Evangelical Friend.

Christ crucified is the greatest theme in the universe, for it pro-
claims the greatest work ever performed by the greatest Person, and secur-

ing the greatest ends possible.
— Selected.
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Nation-wide Bible Reading—

Thanksgiving to Christmas

GREAT nation-wide Bible reading,
A under the sponsorship of the Ameri-
can Bible Society and national committees
formed for this purpose, is planned this
year for the period from Thanksgiving
to Christmas. This will be an expansion
of the observance of Universal Bible Sun-
day sponsored annually by the Society,
which comes this year on December 10.

Passages specially helpful for times like
these have been chosen, one for each day,
by a nation-wide canvass of pastors and
chaplains. People at home and members
of the armed forces are all being invited
to join in the reading.

Three outstanding facts have led the
American Bible Society to plan this Bible
reading emphasis on a scale never before
attempted in our country:

1. Hundreds of thousands of men and
women in the armed forces and multi-
tudes at home are already finding the
Bible an inspiration and guide; now as
never before. Because so many in the
armed forces have written asking their
families and friends at home to join them
in their reading, a home-front emphasis
on Bible reading can well be considered
an essential part of keeping faith with
our men on the fighting fronts.

2. Our American people need the help
of thoughtful Bible reading on the widest
possible scale in order to strengthen moral
character and reinforce our spiritual
power to withstand the strain of the re-
maining months of the war and the peril-
ous years that follow.

3. Many people, though, they recognize
the necessity for it, still require the en-
couragement of a special emphasis and
concerted action before they themselves
will take part in Bible reading. Others
who would like to read the Bible do not
quite know how to begin and need direc-
tion.

This nation-wide effort, promoted vig-
orously by the churches and publicized in
every way possible through newspapers,
magazines, radio, etc.,, can be expected to
enlist many who have never before been
accustomed to reading the Bible.
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The emphasis on daily reading will en-
courage many who have been only casual
readers to continue the custom of daily
reading after this special emphasis by
following the long-established regular
programs of daily Bible reading sponsored
by the various organizations in the
churches.

The American Bible Society is furnish-
ing to pastors, without charge, in what-
ever quantity they can use, bookmarks
listing the selected passages. Posters and
other special materials are also being
provided free of charge. Ask your pastor
for the supplies you will need.

As a church member you can help in
these ways:

1. In the church organizations of which
you are a member, encourage your fel-
low workers to take part in the reading
and to invite others to do so.

2. Offer to help your pastor carry out
plans for the greatest possible emphasis
on Bible reading in your church and
throughout your community by the co-
operative effort of the churches, schools,
civic and other organizations, merchants,
newspapers, radio stations, etc.

3. If for any reason your pastor cannot
give attention to this matter, ask him to
appoint someone else to take charge. If
your church is without a pastor, make
sure that someone takes the responsibility
of leading in this nation-wide Bible read-
ing.

If you are a pastor, here are ways in
which you can help:

1. Plan now to make the nation-wide
Bible reading from Thanksgiving to
Christmas a major emphasis in your fall
program. Every organization in the life
of your church can, help not only its own
members and strengthen its regular pro-
gram, but can also greatly widen its min-
istry of usefulness by encouraging its
members to take part in the reading and
to invite others to do so.

2. Arrange for a community-wide em-
phasis on Bible reading through the co-
operative effort of the churches, schools,
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civic and other organizations,
newspapers, radio stations, etc.
3. Request early the
church will need. You should receive by
mail not later than the first week of Oc-
tober, an envelope containing samples and
a card for sending your request. If your
envelope does not arrive promptly, please
send a postal card requesting one.
Further information may be
by writing to:
Nation-wide Bible Reading,
American Bible Society,
Park Avenue and 57th Street,
New York 22, New York.

merchants,

secured

The Second Coming
/. I. Schaumburg

HE great evangelist, Dwight L. Moody,
T said that the doctrine of the second
coming of our Lord was mentioned in the
New Testament 318 times. From the point
of view of mentionings, it stands among
the very first as to the number of times
mentioned.

It has been, like other doctrines,
brought into disrepute, by time-setters,
etc., and some have made the doctrine
somewhat unpopular by theorizing about
it. But, such things happen to other doc-
trines at times, also. The question is,
What saith the Word about it?

It is to be a personal and visible coming,
“The Lord himself shall descend from
heaven” (I Thess. 4:16)!

There is a group of religious teachers
who affirm this language to be symbolical.
Paul in the verse quoted above does not
use any symbols at all. The language is
plain, and needs only to be believed.

If the apostle had wanted to use plain
language, employing no symbols, he could
not have chosen better words, in both the
Greek and the English.

11
In Acts 1:11, the testimony of angels is

explicit, “this same Jesus, shall so
come in like manner as ye have seen
him go.” The ascension was personal.

His coming back will be.

A group teaches that the second coming
may be two-phased: invisible, and later
visible. They use the Greek word par-
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supplies your

ousia to prove the invisible phase. But
that Greek word occurs in the New Testa-
ment twenty-four times, and is rendered
“coming” twenty-two times, and “pres-
ence” twice (I1 Cor. 10:10; Phil. 2:12). In
both references, the “presence” is visible
and personal. It cannot be made to mean
“invisible presence.” To speak of Paul’s
“bodily presence” as an invisible presence
doesn’'t make sense. The other reference
is equally strong for a personal and visible
“presence.”

It is said that the Greek words,
epiphania and apokalupsis, are used, when

a personal and visible coming is re-
ferred to.
Our reply is: All three words refer to

one single event. Parousia refers to His
actual presence at His coming; epiphania
has to do with the glory surrounding it,
and apokalupsis has reference to the un-
veiling of our Lord at the time He comes.

It is not necessary to split the second
coming into halves, thirds, or fourths! It
is a public rapture, and not a secret one.

Our good Mr. Blackstone told me some
months before he died (his book had
then gone through many editions): “I
taught for years that the rapture was
secret. After going over it again, | have
come to believe it is a public and visible
rapture.”

Take the book as it reads on this, as
on any other topic, and you will never go
astray on it

+

From Death to Life

An old preacher was once heard preach-
ing on a village green in England. He
had lived on the American prairies, and
his illustrations had a powerful fascination
for my boyish ears. He told of a prairie
fire, and he described the way in which
the Indians saved their wigwams from the
blaze by setting fire to the dry grass im-
mediately adjoining the settlement. The
fire cannot come,” he cried “where the
fire has already been.” That is why |
call you to the cross. Judgment has al-
ready fallen there, and can never come
again. He who takes his stand at the
cross is safe forevermore. He can never
come into condemnation; he has passed
from death unto life. He is at perfect
, peace within God’s safety zone.—Boreham.
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A Minister’'s Praying and Practicing

F. Littcicome

RAYER is sensitive and always af-

fected by the character and conduct
of the one who prays. Water cannot rise
above its own level. The stream of your
praying cannot rise higher than the foun-
tain of your living. You cannot rise
higher than your own character.

A spotless prayer cannot come from a
spotted heart. Straight praying is never
born of crooked conduct.

It is neither words nor thoughts, nor
ideas, nor feeling which shapes praying,
but character and conduct. When char-
acter and conduct are at a low ebb, pray-
ing can barely live, much less thrive.

Prayer is the genius and mainspring of
life. We pray as we live, and we live as
we pray. We pray feebly because we
live feebly; and we live feebly because we
pray feebly. The life will never be finer
than the quality of the closet.

“The mercury of life will
the warmth of the closet.

rise only by
Persistent non-

praying will eventually depress life be-
low zero.”
Prayer and a holy life are one. They

mutually act and react. One cannot sur-
vive without the other. Between a man’s
life and his praying there is a constant ac-
tion and reaction. Your life will broaden
or contract your prayers, and your pray-
ers will broaden or contract your life.

A holy life does not live in the closet,
but it cannot live without the closet, for
“everything vital to godliness is nourished
on closet air.”

Someone has said that the Reformation
was born in Luther’s closet. That is right,
for that is where all reformation is born—e
in the closet. It is where it is born with
me. | find the God-consciousness fading
out of my life just to the extent that
prayer fades out of my life. | find myself
better or worse just to the extent that 1
pray more or less. It works with almost
mathematical precision. So if you stay
with God out of the closet, you will have
to stay with Him in the closet. It is what
we are out of the closet that gives victory
or defeat in the closet.
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If the spirit of the world prevails in our
noncloset hours, then the spirit of the
world will prevail in our closet hours. If
we have been worldly minded all week,
we will be worldly minded on Sunday.

Yes, there is an intimate relation be-
tween prayer and conduct. This we see
in the words of our Saviour, “If ye abide
in me, and my words abide in you, ye
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be
done unto you.” The first part of this
verse cannot be divorced from the last
half; it is the abiding. Abiding is one of
the fundamental laws of prayer and has
to do with character.

We can see in this verse that there is an
intimate relation between prayer and con-
duct. “The prayer of a righteous man
availeth much.” You see that not only the
right kind of a prayer is necessary, but
also the right kind of a man is needed.
So if we as ministers are to accomplish
anything by prayer, we must pass the first

test—the test of “righteousness.” The
thing required of us here is within our
reach.

I can think of many things He might
have said. He might have said the prayer
of a rich man availeth much; or the prayer
of a theologically trained man availeth
much, or the prayer of a college-bred man
availeth much, but He did not. If He
had, many of us could not have qualified;
but we can all be “righteous.” And, if we
fail at this point, the point of righteous-
ness, we are disqualified, for we violate
one of the fundamental laws of prayer—
the law of righteousness.

The law of God is unchangeable: as on
earth, so in our traffic with heaven, we
only get as we give. Unless we are willing
to pay the price, and sacrifice time and
attention and what appear legitimate or
necessary duties, for the sake of the
heavenly gifts, we need not look for a
large experience of the power of the heav-
enly world in our work.—Andrew Mur-
ray.
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The Dignity of the Ministry

Meredith T. Hollingsworth

HE ministry is dignified. | am not

thinking of the dignity we associate
with austerity, nor the dignity that adopts
a “better than thou” attitude. But it is a
dignity resulting from a sense of what St.
Paul had in mind when he wrote to the
Romans, “For | am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ . . . .” It was some-
thing in regard to which he held his head
high, and in which he derived great dig-
nity of speech and action.

From numerous contacts with preachers
and ministers at home and abroad | have
had occasion to do quite a lot of thinking
on this subject, especially as | turn the
searchlight inwardly and bring my own
life and my call to the ministry under
examination.

Two extremes have been clearly de-
fined. The first I observed in the British
Isles and in Australia where many good
people, devout Christians, were so clothed
in the somber garb of religious dignity
and an unwillingness to break away from
old forms and customs, that an amosphere
of the tomb could be felt. Such dignity
we do not seek after. It tends to stifle
life and liberty and narrows down the
avenues of usefulness for God.

On the other hand, America has shown
me the very opposite. We have young
men who are graduating from our col-
leges and seminaries who appear unaware
of the dignity compatible with their high
calling. They look upon a preacher as
one who is able to do certain things which
have outwardly become associated with
the ministry, rather than the undying in-
fluence of a consecrated life. When such
a false set of values is accepted, the dig-
nity of the ministry is lost.

After several years of ironing out the
kinks and reinforcing the weak spots in
my own life I am assured of this one
thing—that a minister’s outward activities
are but the one-eighth of the iceberg
which can be seen. But brethren, if our
works are going to stand, even though
they be tried with fire, those remaining
seven-eights had better be solid!

The dignity of a minister’s calling goes
much deeper than many of us realize.
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Whether we ministers like it or not, the
eyes of the world are upon us. If, here
and there, we as individuals let down the
bars of dignity, it appears that the church
as a whole is going to suffer.

True dignity should never be confused
with “stuffiness.” | was reared in Scot-
land, famed for its theologians and church-
men, and it is very possible that my early
associations have much to do with my
sentiments on this subject.

Inherent with me is a deep respect for
“the cloth” or clerical dress. It was said
of my father that he had only to knock
on a strange door to be immediately
recognized and admitted as a minister.
He looked like one, he acted like one
and he dressed like one. 1| still remember
his suits of clergy gray which were tail-
ored year after year to the same quiet
style. He was a man who, even in the
matter of dress, upheld the sacredness of
his ordination.

My father has been used here as an
illustration because | know him better
than | know any other minister. He car-
ried the dignity of his ministry into all
of life’s relationships.

Brethren, let us strive to uphold the
sacred dignity of our calling. May we
never, by word or action, expose the name
of Jesus to contempt or to ridicule. In-
stances have been known by the writer in
which years of faithful, devoted ministry
have been ruined by one action or one
speech or even by a certain attitude.

Finally, | would like to pass on to you
a striking passage | came across while
preaching for Kendall White in Spring-
field, 111 Sitting there in his study, in
the quiet of a Sabbath afternoon, | copied
it into my Bible.

“A God-called preacher is a man of
prayer, humble, patient, courteous, rever-
ent, carrying into every situation of life
the tonic of an unconquerable faith. The
age is looking for such preachers. A lazy,
halfhearted preacher is a disgrace to any
pulpit. Do not tamper with the high
calling of preaching. If God calls you to
preach the gospel of Christ, do not stoop
to be a king.”
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The Importance of Right Thinking

Among Our Preachers

Richard S. Taylor

ECENTLY 1 read in a ten-year-old
R copy of an important interchurch
magazine the absorbing account of a young
preacher’'s mental struggles and transi-
tions, and | was impressed anew with the
importance of right thinking, and the
grave responsibility of our church in
helping its young ministers to be properly
fortified against subtle intellectual by-
paths and tangents, inconsequential at
first, apparently, but which would surely
work their way outward and into the
trends of their whole ministry if allowed
to get into their thought patterns.

The article is just another commentary
on the utter inability of even able and
sincere minds to escape jumbled theolo-
gies and offsetting extremes of the pen-
dulum without the acknowledged aid,
constantly, of the Holy Spirit. Even the
best of early training is not sufficient,
for when maturity is reached, the thinking
mind will see difficulties and explore
possibilities, and honesty will demand that
they be faced. But attempted honesty
is neither a guide nor a shield, and church
history is confused with brilliant men,
trying to be intellectually honest, who
thought their way through one difficulty
into many, and from one error into a
worse one. And the fact that such in-
tellectual windings through pitiful mazes
and entanglements has marked the mental
history of even some truly good and
great men merely adds to the tragedy, and
proves more fully that the Holy Spirit is
not only the conservator but the guide
to orthodoxy is a stark necessity. “He
will guide you into all truth,” promised
Jesus. No man is so astute in his logic
or so earnest in his honesty that he can
find his way into all truth without this
guide.

The author of the article sketches not
only his own mental history, but also the
parallel trends of the church world in the
early part of this century, the period con-
temporary with his own early ministry.
He traces the first steps in the stress on
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the social gospel and religious education,
in which Christian Endeavor Societies
began to substitute education programs
for testimony meetings, and interest in the
working hours of laborers, and opposition
to the saloon began to usurp the place
of “narrow,” “impractical” evangelism.
He himself went to his first pastorate with
the determination of making it a mission-
ary church, but when he was confronted
with the grim tragedy of the local saloon
and the deplorable conditions in his com-
munity he was gradually drawn into a
seven-year fight to clean up his town, and
ended as a state officer in the Anti-saloon
League.

The amazing thing about these trends
and shifts, the point to be marked well,
is that they were good, Christian works,
many of them with apparently sound,
orthodox reasons and objectives, and they
were fostered by good men with altruistic
motives who were courageous, who de-
sired to be useful ministers of Jesus
Christ, and who wished not to destroy the
church but to improve and strengthen
its methods and broaden its usefulness,
in order that Christianity might become
a more practical force in the lives of the
people. They were neither atheists nor
time-servers, but they were men who
had not the Holy Spirit, and therefore
were unacquainted with the deeper laws
of spiritual life or of human nature; and
it was a church world that had rejected
the primary ministry of the Holy Spirit in
the sanctification of the Church, having
faced the issue squarely in the great holi-
ness revivals of the previous fifty years.

As a consequence, these great and good
men became so absorbed in the social
results of the gospel that they lost sight
of the vastly superior importance of the
personal inner springs of the gospel. They
became so busy with good works that they
neglected saving works. Having not the
Holy Spirit they lacked the spiritual in-
sight to recognize the subtle leads of
Satan and were gradually drawn off from
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the primary to the secondary. They did
not say to Sanballat, “I am doing a great
work, and cannot come down.”

But these external trends were simply
the expression of similar, gradual, subtle
trends in the thinking of the ministers
themselves. The author’s account of his
own shifting of views relative to the Bible
and doctrine indicated that they were ex-
actly parallel to these outer changes. And,
again, he was—or thought himself to be—
honest and sincere. His thinking, all through,
was characterized by careful scholarship,
thorough Bible study, and devotion to his
task as a minister of God. But having
not the Spirit, he thought his way out
of the mechanical, legalistic, Calvinistic
interpretation of the atonement into an
understanding of the blood that satisfied
his mind, but destroyed any real atone-
ment at all.

But this is just the story of what always
happens when men try to find their own
way, unaided by the Spirit, into Christian
truth and usefulness. And the question
is, “How can we holiness preachers so
relate ourselves to the Holy Spirit that He
will be able to safeguard us from side-
lines and delicate hair-splitting but grow-
ing errors which our own mental faculties
cannot see?” For error in thinking is like
faith, it may begin as a tiny, microscopic
mustard seed, yet grow into the greatest
of all trees.

First and always we must recognize and
acknowledge, deep in our heart of hearts,
the very real intelligence and personality
of the Holy Spirit, His understanding of
our minds, and both His knowledge of
truth and His ability to guide and in-
struct us in it

Then we must be sure that we have
received Him, and know Him now, in
His sanctifying ministry, in which He
straightens out the cross-currents of our
hidden, inner life—that center of our be-
ing which controls us but which we
cannot control; nor can we fathom it
with any amount of human introspection.
The importance of this lies in the biblical
fact that our thinking, after all, is a mat-
ter of the heart rather than the head (“As
a man thinketh in his heart, so is he”),
and he never will be able to think straight
if there are pride, ambition and self-love
at the base of his nature. All his intel-
lectual life will be twisted and influenced
by these conflicting elements in his heart-
life.
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The essence of this relationship to the
Spirit is a deep, intellectual and spiritual
humility. 1 do not mean a practiced man-
ner of humility, but an inner sense of
the utter futility of man’s wisdom in find-
ing out God, a distrust of our own men-
tal acumen, a vision of our constant and
real dependence on Him. Intellectual
pride and self-sufficiency is very touchy
about this; and, by the way, such pride
may exist under a mask of very com-
mendable outward piety. It is to be
feared that some very capable leaders
among those who talk a lot about the
Spirit are too conscious of their own ability,
and feel it rather beneath them to humbly
lay aside their own good judgment and
wait on Him for guidance, then frankly
acknowledge His leadership. Because fan-
atical persons have carelessly identified
the Holy Spirit with all their wild impres-
sions, many have come to have a distaste
for ever saying, “The Spirit led me to
pray thus, or to do this,” or “While | was
praying the Spirit showed me this truth.”
I fear that many honor Him theoretically,
but not practically; intellectually, but not
devotionally; doctrinally, but not per-
sonally. We must ask Him to open to us
the Word, to show us our hearts and
heads. We must come to see our own
vulnerability, our own utter insufficiency,
then humbly implore Him to be our
teacher and our guide.

And running all through this matter of
our thinking, being enabled and fortified
by the Holy Spirit is the question of our
reading. If young preachers want to be
sure of thinking right all through their
ministry, without imperceptibly drifting
off in one direction or another, they had
better read largely after those writers who
themselves honor the Holy Spirit. Many
seem to feel that they can read all the
books of modern religious thought and
come forth unscathed and uninfluenced.
We are bound to absorb some ideas in our
reading; even some that we consciously
object to when we read them have a way
of sticking like burrs. Later, if we are
not careful, we may discover that they
have modified our thinking, maybe our
ideas about this or that. Since this is
true, how careful we should be that the
books which thus modify our thinking
are right! None of us is entirely immune
to heresy if we unnecessarily expose our
minds to it continually. A casual acquaint-
ance with contemporary religious thought
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is doubtless in order, but we will
escape the harm if the principal sources
of our intellectual stimulation and in-
spiration are the muddy wells of Fosdick
and his kind, men who in their mental
gropings come so close to sound doctrine,
yet miss it so far, and who have a faculty
for getting hold of some wonderfully fine
truths without really getting hold of the
Truth himself.

never

I would not infer that all the writers
who honor the Holy Spirit and help
us to do so are in agreement about all
they write. They are not. But there is
a trend of God-honored truth running all
through them. They point the mind in the
right direction. They sound a true note
of devotion to the Bible and our Lord, and
they entice the soul into the deeper
things of the Spirit.

The Importance of a Definite Emphasis

On the Doctrine of Holiness*

Eugene D. Owen

HE distinctive doctrine of the Church
T of the Nazarene, her very excuse for
being, is the doctrine of holiness, a defi-
nite work of divine grace in the human
heart subsequent to regeneration, a work
of cleansing and of filling with the Holy
Ghost, without which no man shall see
the Lord. It shines forth on the title
page of the official publication of our de-
nomination, telling the world that here
is a Herald of holiness. A herald may keep
some secrets, but he is known as a herald
because of the things he tells. The mem-
bership of the local churches is made up
of people who enjoy the experience of
entire sanctification, are seeking it, or at
least are not antagonistic to the doctrine
which describes the process of coming
into the experience and helps believers
to understand and properly to evaluate
their daily experiences in the light of the
Scriptures.

Doctrine is not opposed to experience;
the two complement each other; but a
preacher who has experienced in his own
life the cleansing operation of the blood
of Christ and the baptism with the Holy
Ghost does not need to be urged to per-
suade men and women to seek a similar
experience. Already he is emphasizing
the experience in his altar calls and in his
evangelistic sermons, for even when he is

* Paper presented at zone Preachers’
Meeting, Washington-Philadelphia Dis-
trict.
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not directly urging believers to seek to
be sanctified wholly, no one in this world
is so well qualified to preach regeneration
as the man who knows what God can and
wants to do after regeneration. He best
can give proper perspective to the doctrine
and experience of regeneration, for in him
the old man has been crucified and the
inner conflict of the regenerated state is
gone. But anyone who has been present
at the altar service where several persons
have come into the experience of entire
sanctification knows that hardly any two
people receive the blessing in the same
way. Shall we then doubt the experience
of another because “He didn’'t get it the
way | did?” By no means. Yet if we
emphasize only or predominantly the ex-
perience such questions as this will arise
which only emphasis on the doctrine can
satisfactorily answer. There may be and
are diversities of experiences, but they
all find their own proper place under one
doctrine, the scriptural doctrine of holi-
ness. In definitely emphasizing the doc-
trine of holiness, then, it will be our duty
to place most emphasis on the minimum
essentials: the need, the Omnipotent
Giver, the process, and the results. To
expand these minimum essentials we shall
find a wealth of material at hand, of which
some kinds are discussed below.
Definite emphasis on the doctrine of
holiness is of paramount importance to
believers, although perhaps the most ef-
fective preacher 1 have heard has not,
in many years, to my knowledge preached
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anything but holiness, and people who
come to the altars come understanding”
and God honors their coming and prayers.
If we emphasize some phases of the doc-
trine before believers seek to be sancti-
fied wholly they can reduce to a minimum
the time they need to spend at the altar.
They will know when they go to the altar
exactly what they must do, and the re-
ward that awaits them when they have
done it. Over against these instructed
seekers place those who never heard of
holiness before, but plunge right in before
the devil has had a chance to fortify
them against God’s best for them. All of
which goes to prove what has just been
said, that there are diversities of experi-
ences, but only one doctrine, and one
person may live as holy a life and praise
God as acceptably as the other.

We need also to emphasize the doctrine
after believers have entered into the ex-
perience of entire sanctification, for em-
phasis on the doctrine will surely aid in
showing them the riches of their new pos-
session, and will at the same time fortify
them against the vicious attacks of the
devil. The devil doesn’'t need to unleash
his “Stukas” against an up-and-down
“Christian,” for an antiquated trainer
plane is sufficient to keep him down. But
the devil's pride is really wounded and
his authority challenged when a believer
goes on to holiness, for whatever happens
afterward the person will never again be
satisfied with the devil's wares.

Three facts about holiness seem to me to
deserve special emphasis. First, the neces-
sity of the experience, in order to see
God. If we believe this, we shall certainly
want to snatch as many souls from de-
struction as we possibly can, and emphasis
on the doctrine together with emphasis on
the experience of holiness will be a long
step toward enabling us to go with a
clear conscience to the judgment. Second,
the universality of the need for entire sanc-
tification—that no one is good enough
without God’s best for him. But just this
much is only a taunt if we do not em-
phasize, third, the how of entire sancti-
fication— consecration and faith. Not con-
secration of our sins, but of our ransomed
powers, our blessings, for the glory of
God. Endless variations upon these themes
are possible. We shall never need to say,
“l have just finished saying all there is
to say on the doctrine of holiness a week
ago last Sunday morning.”
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I shall suggest a few means by which we
may indoctrinate people in holiness. From
your own experience you can extend the
list in many directions:

We should emphasize the doctrine of
holiness by types, as Abraham offering
Isaac, and the children of Israel entering
Canaan. No one bothers to preach about
types except people who believe the whole
Bible to be inspired. The rest take Bible
stories as narratives, or at best as illu-
strations, and to them secular stories
really offer some advantages. A type is
more than an illustration; it is a prophecy,
and when the antitype appears we know
that the prophecy was true. God set the
types, and He enlightens us to their use,
wherein we need to avoid extremes.

We can also indoctrinate in holiness by
the use of history. Bible history gives
us the lives of the prophets and apostles,
and their inspired words on the doctrine

of holiness. It is good to know what John
Wesley said about holiness, but much
better to know what Paul said. | have

found inspired words on every question |
have ever had raised in my own mind
about the doctrine of holiness in the words
of some Bible character. Peter and John
and Paul testified as well as preached
holiness. If you haven't already done so,
you might profit from a searching of the
Scriptures to find their testimonies.

Church history also helps. We have the
lives of many saints for our encourage-
ment. Some of them have left their
thoughts written down for us—perhaps a
book we might class as “doctrine.” You
are no doubt thinking right now of some
such book which has been for you a
source of blessing. In your use of books
on doctrine, you may be surprised to find
how much light the Bible throws on them.

Interspersed with teaching from types
and illustrations from history we should
use plenty of direct teaching. We might
even try using Bible terms. If the in-
spired writers of the Bible called it sanc-
tification, it does not seem really logical
to believe we can improve on their ter-
minology. We should expound the Scrip-
tures. Our congregations may not know
all the facts about the Bible, but they
will understand and be blessed by the doc-
trines they know, and in the light of those
doctrines study the Word thankfully and
prayerfully to seek to better understand
the divine plan for their lives.
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“Put De Cookies on De Lower Shelf”

E. Wayne Stahl

OT far from the stately city hall of
N the community where | live is a public
drinking fountain. Its top is rather high.
As | pass by that thirst-destroying con-
trivance | have a gentle gladness to note a
cement step a foot or more in elevation
near it. My gladness is occasioned by this
evidence that the city fathers, in having
that fountain constructed, remembered that
small children yearn for water on hot
days of summer and have, by that block
of stone-like hardness, made it possible
for the desires of those children to be
satisfied.

It is an amazement to me that usually
in preaching services | have attended, in
different churches, there is practically no
definite provision for the boys and girls
present to obtain the water of life, as far
as specific adapted attention to their needs
along this line is concerned. If a great
New England city felt it necessary that
its little children should not go thirsty,
how much more imperative it is that they
should have spiritual refreshment! “The
thirst that from the soul doth rise, must
ask a drink divine.”

Repeatedly | have been at preaching
services where a third or a fourth of the
audience was composed of children. Yet
never a word of recognition of their pres-
ence! To put it mildly, this is lamentable.
It is asking a great deal of a healthy, en-
ergetic youngster to sit still in a pew for
an hour, or an hour and one-half, when
he does not understand most of what is
said or sung there. Of course, he will get
something from the service; part of what
he hears, and does not comprehend, will
remain in his memory, and be revived in
later years, to his profit; and there is a
certain uplift in the atmosphere of the
place.

But how immensely more profitable and
attractive the church service might be
made for the boys and girls if the minister
took just a few minutes to give them an
object lesson or tell them a story, bringing
out some tremendous truth of our holy
faith. The aforesaid amazement of mine
is due to the fact that there is such a scanty
realization of this fact. | believe that to
act on it pleases Him who said, “Feed
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my lambs.”
the children.

Some ministers will say they do not
have time to give this sermonette or il-
lustration. Better omit a hymn, or cur-
tail the time given to announcements, (too
much time is usually taken for the latter,
anyway), rather than deprive the youngest
members of the congregation of that to
which they are entitled.

In my not inconsiderable experience in
giving lesson stories to children | have
found that the adults were even more in-
terested in my messages along this line
than were my small auditors. | could get
an undivided and continuous attention
from these grown-ups that | might not
always secure during the delivery of my
regular sermon. After all, men and wo-
men are only “children of a larger
growth.” We are so made by our Creator
that we all enjoy a story or concrete

I believe it is a courtesy due

presentation of the truth. Christ, the
Master Preacher and Teacher, realized
this principle, speaking so copiously in
parables.

I have found that to gather the children
on the front seat, or seats, of the church,
just prior to my telling them the story or
giving the illustration furnishes a dis-
tinction and impressiveness to the mes-
sage for them that might not otherwise
be obtained. Concluding with a short,
appropriate Bible verse, having them
memorize it on the spot by repeating it a
few times, adds to the helpfulness of the
little service.

When it is an object lesson that is used,
to let one or more of the children have
a part in it, holding something, or being

of assistance in some small way, makes
them all the more enthusiastic. But |
believe, in making use of object lessons,

it is by no means wise to have experi-
ments that require the use of matches
or fire. Children are so imitative that
they might endeavor to repeat the ex-
periments at home, with possibly fearful
consequences.

Speaking from my own experience | can
wonder if the benefit the preacher gets
personally in persistently giving the chil-
dren messages during part of the preach-
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ing service may not be greater than the
profit of his listeners. 1 always have re-
membered what one of my professors at
the seminary counselled us young theo-
logues one day in class. He urged us to
speak much to little children, declaring
that this will improve the pulpit style to
a marvelous degree. He was right. One
who makes a practice of addressing active,
squirming boys and girls, and learning
the secret of securing their rapt attention,
has made real progress up the road to be-
coming a master of assemblies.

And it will be found also that there is
a gain in directness, simplicity and clear-
ness that means much to pulpit effective-
ness. That professor truly spoke “coun-
sels of wisdom and knowledge.” He was
helping his students to get nearer that
goal which Henry Ward Beecher reached.
A woman with distorted ideas of what
successful gospel oratory was went to hear
the famous one. Later she remarked, “I
don’'t think he is such a great preacher.
Why, 1 could understand everything he
said!”

Years ago | heard a song about a min-
ister who “preached in his grandest style.”
But all the while “the congregation slept.”
(It seems to have been an audience of
colored folks. “But by and by he a pic-
ture drew, as he drove the gospel plow.
And a dear old brother out in the pew
cried, ‘De light am a cornin’ now.”” The
refrain of that quaint, stirring old song
was:

Den put de cookies on de

Where de chilluns all
For you knows,

you’self,

Whom de Lawd have called to preach.

lower shelf,
can reach.
my brudder, how it is

Addendum:
In my use of various helps in present-

ing the gospel message to children | have
found the most valuable to be a series

of object lessons prepared by a devout
minister living in the Middle West. What
he offers is superlatively interesting; and
as instructive as interesting. God ap-
pears to have given him a special gift for
making this form of concrete declaration
of the good news. 1 shall be glad to fur-
nish his name and address to anyone
sending me a reply postal card or three-
cent stamp. Neighboring ministers might
arrange to secure a number of these fas-
cinating “lessons” and exchange.

+
A Soul-wimting Ministry

The ministry of Jesus Christ, the min-
istry of the gospel, is a soul-winning min-
istry. That is its chief work. To feed the
ninety and nine is essential (they must be
kept in the fold), but to go after the lost
sheep is imperative. A much greater de-
gree of soul-burden is needed by the min-
istry in general. But chief of all, the min-
istry should lead their congregations in
soul-winning work. They should hold
classes and prayer meetings for soul win-
ners. They should inspire soul-winning
activities. They should fire their mem-
bers with soul winning love and passion.
Definitely, purposefully, skillfully, should
the ministers lead their congregations into
active, fruitful, soul-winning work. Defin-
ite plans should be laid for the inspiring,
the training, and the handling of the lay
soul winners. Definite assignments of
areas, definite limits of leadership, and
other arrangements, should be made so
that the whole congregation may exert its
powers to bring men to God. This training
of workers and delegating their fields of
labor and inspiring them with passion for
souls, will do more to win the world for
Christ than if the minister shoulders the
whole responsibility while his members sit
inactive before him.—Selected.

A Songful Religion

Christianity

is the only religion that abounds

in song. Atheism is

songless; agnosticism has nothing to sing about; the various forms of idol-
atry are not tuneful: but Judaism said, “O, come, let us sing unto the Lord;”
and when Christ came, the angels greeted His birth with a song, and since
then Christian song has gained in fullness and strength of voice with each

century.— Selected.
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SEARCHING TRUTHS FOR MINISTERS .

Passion for Souls

Passion for souls is an indescribable
zeal, earnestness, and enthusiasm, which is
calm and quiet but intense and irrepres-
sible.

Jeremiah (20:8-9) expresses it in his
prophecy. When God’'s Word became to
him only a cause of daily derision and
reproach, he determined to keep silence
and no more make mention of his name:
“But his word was in mine heart as a
burning fire shut up in my bones, and 1
was weary with forbearing, and | could
not stay.”

There is a secret fellowship with God
where we get this heavenly fire kindled
within, and it makes personal work for
souls easy, natural, a relief, and a rest.
To linger in God’s presence until we see
souls, as through his eyes, makes us long
over them with the tireless yearning.

This passion for souls is probably the
highest product of spiritual communion
with God. It absorbs us, and even our own
salvation is forgotten in that passionate
yearning which made Moses ready to have
his name blotted out of God's book for
Israel's sake, or Paul willing to be ana-
thema for the sake of his brethren.

It seems to me that such passion is the
highest form of unselfish love, and the
nearest approximation to the divine mo-
tive that impelled the Lord Jesus Christ to
empty Himself of His original glory and
majesty, and assume “the form of a ser-
vant,” enduring even the cross.

No man can kindle in himself that celes-
tial fire; it must come from the live coal
from the altar above.—A. T. Pierson.

+

A recent writer upon the sealing of the
Spirit without which one cannot have the
full assurance indicated by Dr. Steele,
says:

“What is the significance to me a be-
liever that I am sealed with the Holy
Spirit of promise? It means of course that
I belong to God. But it means more. It
ever keeps before me the important truth
that my salvation depends more on God's
hold on me than my hold on Him. An old
man once said to me that he noticed a dif-
ference between preachers of this gen-
eration and the last. The old preachers
spoke of God taking hold of my hand, the
new speak of my taking hold of the hand
of God. This is characteristic of our age.
It is more interested in psychology than
redemption. Psychology has its message,
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but it is true as | once heard the late Rev.
S. Chadwick say, psychology is like a man
trying to lift himself by getting hold of
his own collar. The message of the seal-
ing of the saints saves me from a nervous
egoism. It gives my faith backbone. It
places in the center of my life instead of
a big (or little) I, a big God. It gives
me a divine indifference, for my life is in
His keeping, and He is pledged to perfect
His work. As Jesus said, ‘They shall
never perish, and no one shall snatch
them out of my hand’ (John 10:28).”

+

Make use of me, my God;
I would not be forgot,
A broken vessel cast aside,
One that Thou usest not—
Make use of me, my God.
—Selected.

+

“Cherith”

Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward,
and hide thyself by the brook Cherith (I
Kings 17:3).

God’s servants must be taught the value
of the hidden life. The man who is to
take a high place before his fellows must
take a low place before his God. We must
not be surprised if sometimes our Father
says, “There, child, thou hast had enough
of this hurry, and publicity, and excite-
ment; get thee hence, and hide thyself
by the brook—hide thyself in the Cherith
of the sick chamber, or in the Cherith of
bereavement, or in some solitude from
which the crowds have ebbed away.”
Happy is he who can reply, “This, Thy
will, is also mine; | flee unto Thee to hide

me. Hide me in the secret of Thy taber-
nacle, and beneath the covert of Thy
wings.”

Every saintly soul that would wield
great power with men must win it in some
hidden Cherith. Our Lord found His
Cherith at Nazareth, and in the wilderness
of Judea, amid the olives of Bethany, and
the solitude of Gadara. None of us, there-
fore, can dispense with some Cherith
where the sounds of human voices are ex-
changed for the waters of quietness which
are fed from the throne; and where we
may taste the sweets and imbibe the
power of a life hidden with Christ.—F. B.
Meyer.

+

Holiness of living is the outcome of a
fresh and ever-living vision of a living
Christ.—Selected.
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THE PREACHER’S ENGLISH

Leewin B.

Many English-speaking people
very little English.

speak

The prayer of Henry van Dyke might
well be made the prayer of all ministers:
“Lord, let me never tag a moral to a tale,
nor tell a story without a meaning. Make
me respect my material so much that I
dare not slight my work. Help me to deal
very honestly with words and with peo-
ple, for they are both alive. Show me
that as in a river, so in writing, clearness
is the best quality, and a little that is pure
is worth more than much that is mixed.
Teach me to see the local color without
being blind to the inner light. Give me
an ideal that will stand the strain of weav-
ing into human stuff on the loom of the
real. Keep me from caring more for books
than for folks, for art than for life. Steady
me to do the full stint of work as well as
| can; and when that is done, stop me; pay
what wages Thou wilt, and help me to say,
from a quiet heart, a grateful Amen.”

We cannot go wrong on the pronounci-

ation of some words, the dictionaries
recognize different pronunciations. Note
the following:

KETCH-up, CATCH-up, CAT-sup;

either spelling, but different pronuncia-
tions.

EITHER—Pronounced EE-ther, Il-ther,
Al-ther. Two disputants, one claim—
EE-ther the other Il-ther as the correct
pronunciation, referred the matter to an
Irishman for decision, he said, “Sure, and
Al-ther one is correct.”

AMEN—A young evangelist insisted on
the congregation saying AA-men; but if
he had consulted his dictionary he would
have learned that the preference is for
AH—men. But most of us like AA-men.

The pronunciation of the names of some
of the states is frequently incorrect; in
fact, all are not agreed as to the proper
Ipronunciations. The best authorities give
the following:

KANSAS—1 KAN-zas, 2 KAN-sas, fig-
ures denote first and second choice.

ARKANSAS—AR-kan-saw; the legisla-
ture of this state a number of years ago
definitely decided to put the “saw” in the
name of their state. Whether this pro-
nunciation applies to the Arkansas River is
a question, authorities usually give it the
same pronunciation as the state. How-
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ever, Arkansas City, Kansas, is given by
Funk & Wagnall as AR-kan-zas City.

IOWA—1 Al-o-wa; 2 Il-o-wuh. The
word was originally spelled l-o-way. |
have found no authority for pronouncing
the word I-00-ah.

CALIFORNIA — KAL-i-for-ni-a,
syllables, not KAL-i-for-ny.

COLORADO—1 KOL-0-rah-do, 2 COL-
o-ra-do; the a in the first pronunciation as
in raw, saw, law. Secondary emphasis on
the third syllable.

ILLINOIS—IL-i-noi or IL-i-noiz.

One of the most persistent errors heard
from the pulpit is that of using a plural
pronoun with a singular antecedent. We
have noted this before, but it seems to
hang on:

Each one should bring (their) Bible to
the class. Correct; Each one should bring
his Bible to the class. Each one, every
one, and no one, and similar expressions
all take a singular pronoun, or a singlar
verb.

Each of them knows him by sight.
Everybody has finished the test.
Either John or Jane is right.

Neither reward nor punishment makes
(singular) him industrious.

When a subject plural in form is singu-
lar in sense, it requires a singular verb.

“Pickwick Papers” is on my reading list.

One third have left the field. (Plural in
thought).

Collective nouns, such as congregation,
family, jury, orchestra, company, etc., take
singular or plural verbs depending upon
whether the thought is singular or plural.

The company is chartered.

The orchestra had its (as a group) pic-
ture taken.

The orchestra had
pictures taken.

There are some in every choir who
(sing, sings) too softly.

He is one of ten who (volunteer, volun-
teers) to help.

Jones, with a group of scouts,
waiting for you.

five

their (separately)

(is, are)

There is a marvelous secret of strength
in recognizing the presence of Christ in us
as the Overcomer in times of temptation
and as the energizing power for the work
God calls us to do.—Selected.
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QUOTABLE POETRY

The Lord of Harvest

Sing to the Lord of harvest,
Sing songs of love and praise;
With joyful hearts and voices
Your hallelujahs raise.
By Him the rolling seasons
In fruitful order move,
Sing to the Lord of harvest
A song of grateful love.

Heap on His sacred altar
The gifts His goodness gave,
The golden sheaves of harvest,
The souls He died to save.
Your hearts lay down before Him
When at His feet ye fall,
And with your lives adore Him,
Who gave His life for all.
—Selected.

+

“Finding My Mission”
Eben E. Rexford
I was longing for a mission;
Fancy made it something grand—
Something that would win the praises
Of the world on every hand
So | squandered time in waiting
For a chance that never came.
Quite forgot to think of others
In my longings after fame.

Then it was | found my mission,
Knew what work God meant for me,
And 1| cried “Forgive my blindness,”
Now, at last, thank God, | see
And my heart that had been selfish,
In its longings to be great,
Saw great fields of labor waiting
For me just outside the gate.
—Selected.

+

A Lamp unto My Feet

(Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and

a light unto my path).

Along life’'s way I'd dimly grope,
Lord, but for Thee;

I find in Thee my only hope—
Thou giv'st to me

“A lamp unto my feet,” dear Lord,

A lamp which is Thy Holy Word,

By which my wayward soul was stirred
To come to Thee.

Thou fill'st the lamp with Thy pure oil,
It lights the way,

That |1 the tempter's power may foil
Through its pure ray;

A lamp of grace unto my feet,

A lamp whose beam is true and sweet,

Showing the snares which | must meet
From day to day—Blanche Johnson.
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Thanksgiving

For simple things | thank Thee most of all:

Such things as daily bread and homely
tasks;

A small, green dooryard, and a poplar tall;

The joy of lending aid to one who asks.

For wholesome love of kindly, common

friends
Who stay my faith in all humanity;
For home lights beckoning when day’s
work ends—
And for the ones who wait to welcome
me.

For simple, childlike faith that yet believes

Our God is real, and heaven waits us
still,
And that, in spite of darkness that de-
ceives,
Men still may find a Saviour—if they
will.
The majesty of stormclouds, lightning
rent;
Thy surging seas and star-bejeweled
sky
Have always stirred men’s hearts to won-
derment,

They stir me—yet a simple soul am |,
And while Thy wondrous works since
ancient days
Thrill me profoundly, Lord; my heart
still sings
A song of gratitude and humble praise—
More than all else—for life’'s sweet,
simple things—
Kathryn Blackburn
Golden Windows,

Peck, in her book,
used by permission.

A Gift for the King

W illiam C. Mays
I sought to give unnumbered things
To Him who brought this season here,
But found all gifts were triflings—e
He claimed a present far more dear.

“l need not gold, incense or myrrh,”
He said, “I am a King;

I seek men’'s hearts and live to stir,
Far more than earthly offering.”

“But Lord!” I cried, “lI wish to show
Some outward act, some loving deed!”

“'Tis inward love that makes me know
Your outward love is real indeed.”

“My heart, my life, my love is Thine,
Though ’tis of insufficient worth;

Humbly I come, Thou King Divine,
Take even me, a child of earth!”
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For You Who Mourn
At Christmas Time

For you who mourn at Christmas time
I breathe a special prayer

That God may grant you inner peace
And strength your cross to bear.

That you may look beyond your tears,
Beyond the vacant chair,

And lean your heavy heart on Him
Who waits your grief to share.

That through your loss you may some-
how,
This year, have more to give
To this dark world, because of Him
Who died that we might live.

That you may rise above your grief
To clasp another’s hand

In loving, gentle sympathy,
Because you understand.

That even now you'll hear the song
Of "Peace, Good Will to Men,”

And never lose the blessed road
That leads to Bethlehem.

And so for you at Christmas time,
| breathe a special prayer
That in the dark you’ll always see
His star is shining there.
+

—Alice Hansche Mortenson, from her
book, Sunshine and Shadows, used by
permission.
+
Face to Face
I am longing for that moment

When I'll stand before His throne,
Face to face with Christ my Saviour,
There to know as | am known.

But when | behold the nail-prints,
See the scars He bears for me,
Must | bow in shame before Him;

Shall I empty-handed be?

While I'm waiting for His summons,
Lo! the harvest fields are white;

I must labor for the Master
From the dawn of day till night.

Then I'll not go empty-handed,
When | kneel before my King,

But when harvest time is ended,
Many sheaves to Him I'll bring.

As | lay those sheaves before Him,
Precious souls that I have won,

'Twill be joy to hear the Master
Say to me, “My child, well done.”

Emma
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Breck Morgensen.

The Larger Prayer

At first | prayed for light—
Could | but see the way,

How gladly, swiftly would 1 walk
To everlasting day!

And next | prayed for strength.—
That I might tread the road

With firm unfaltering feet, and win
The heaven’s serene abode.

And then | prayed for faith:—
Could 1 but trust my God,

I'd live enfolded in His peace,
Though foes were all abroad.

But now | pray for love;
Deep love to God and man;

A living love that will not fail,
However dark his plan;

And light and strength and faith
Are opening everywhere!
God only waited for me till
| prayed the larger prayer.
— Ednah D. Cheney

lie Went a Little Farther

He went a little farther,
All alone,
Into the darkest night
this world has known;
The ancient olive trees a vigil kept,
Disciples slept.

He went a little farther,
To a tree
That stretched its cruel arms
o’er Calvary;
No other could have suffered in the stead
Of Him who bled.

He went a little farther;
Fear and gloom
Encompassed those who laid Him in the
tomb
Forgotten was His promise unto men
To rise again.

He went a little farther;
Christ arose
Triumphant over sin and death,
our foes,
And now in heaven lives to intercede
For human need.

He went a little farther—
Wondrous thought;
For you, for me, He has
salvation brought;
We choose to live or die eternally.
Which shall it be?—M arjorie B.
son in The Missionary Worker.

Robin-

(377) 37



PROBLEMS PECULIAR TO PREACHERS

Charles A. Gibson

Q. | find that our people can and are
paying the General Budget with no pull
whatsoever, and | am wondering if you
would advise that we make an effort to
overpay it.

A. | certainly would so advise. More-
over, the average church will fail spiritually
unless they do much more for others than
they are asked to do. The budgets are
rightly set upon the normal standard of in-
come, and we are conscious that we are
now in a period beyond that. If we pay
just the amount of our budgets we will
miss the blessing that God wants to bestow
upon us, and will cheat the heathen out of a
right portion of the gospel. By all means,
get your people to do all they can for the
General Budget and Missions in these days
of prosperity. While you are doing this,
get your church and parsonage debts paid
also, and have your church business in
order when this war is over. If we have
cared for these things, we will be ready to
enter a period of revivals that will exceed
anything any of us ever have seen.

Q. Many of the promises quoted in
“Precious Promise” boxes are not strictly
for our times, therefore 1 write to ask if
it is proper to give them to our people
as a promise to them?

A. It is a question how far one can go
in applying any scripture to another’s
needs. | have seen very few of the boxes
used and would question the use of all
on any one occasion. The fact that they
were given to people of another age and
time does not have sufficient weight to
disbar them, for no promise is given di-
rect to us. | think they could be of much
help if used as a daily inspiration. There
could be a design on the part of those who
get up a set such as suggested, and thus
before they are ever used, they should be
checked to see that they do give real soul
food.

Q. Should Nazarene women wear slacks
in defense plants?

A. It is my conviction that Nazarene
women desire to dress right, and if they
wear slacks in defense plants they do it
from necessity or for safety reasons.
Further, | think that our women in gen-
eral do not look with approval upon the
wearing of such attire in public. In the
main, our ladies are as concerned about
proper dress as are our men. If there
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are those who break over, we should pray
for them and set before them a proper ex-
ample.

Q. What can be done in a local church
where one man continues to run the
church?

A. This is one of those questions that
are easier to ask than to answer. It could
be that he runs it so well that there is
no serious objection. If there is objection,
it would seem that finally it would be
vocal enough to be heard. | knew a pastor
who faced the situation and arrived at
the place in his own thinking where he
was prepared to leave unless this con-
dition was corrected. He then faced the
man in question and told him that either
he would resign as pastor, or the man
would let loose of the reins of the church
and allow the whole church to operate as a
unit. In this case the boss gave up, but it
might not always work that way. It would
seem that the rest of the church would
come to see that such a condition hinders
the work of God and would take their
stand. In all of this however the time
element should enter in, and in most cases,
time will do for us what we cannot do
for ourselves.

Q. | have a Sunday school teacher who
refuses to use a quarterly in teaching the

lesson. What should | do about it?
A. | am not sure that you should do
anything. If the man is hostile to quar-

terlies and other comments, that is one
thing; but if it is a matter of publicly
presenting the lesson, that is another
thing. | am of the opinion that the latter
action is a proper attitude to take. | study
from every source at my command in
order to properly understand a text and
its meaning, and yet | take only the Bible
to the pulpit.

Q. A certain member desires to give us
a lot for a church location, but the location
of the lot is not satisfactory to me. How
can | reject it without wounding this mem-
ber?

A. Your question is a bit hard to answei
without the benefit of conversation. It
could be that the lot is located all right,
even if not satisfactory to you; for, in all
fairness, sometimes a preacher has a wrong
notion about church location. In order
to guard against either the poor judg-
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ment of the preacher or layman, the ad-
vice of the District Superintendent should
be sought. Here is protection, for with
his advice and the action of the church
board which is needed to choose a location
for the church, a degree of safety is se-
cured.

While we are on this subject, let me call
attention to the fact that the Manual
makes it necessary to secure the approval
of the District Superintendent before a
church makes a debt, mortgages, buys or
sells property. There is a question of the
legality of the title to property where this
approval is not granted and filed in writ-
ing. If, in every case, advice was sought
before plans were entered into, we would
be able to have much better buildings
and locations.

Q. Where can a pastor best equip him-
self for his work? In his study, his home,
the homes of his members, the homes of
outsiders, or in the pulpit?

A. | think the last one should be left
out, for I doubt if any man does much
equipping in the pulpit. It is there he

will show whether or not he is equipped.
In regard to the other suggested places,
I do not think that any of them can be
overlooked. There is a part of a min-
ister’'s life that can be developed in each
atmosphere mentioned. He who gives at-
tention to all will benefit most and, will,
all things being equal, become a better
soul winner by neglecting none of them.

Q. To what extent should a pastor’s
wife who has small children be expected
to make calls?

A. | do not think that a pastor’s wife,
under circumstances such as described,
should be expected to make calls except
on rare occasions. There is no reason why
a pastor cannot make calls without his
wife and live above question while he is
so doing. There are places and occasions
where it is most fitting that he take his
wife, and when these conditions arise, she
should go with her husband.

. When a pastor makes a call should
he ask for the privilege of having prayer,
or wait until the request comes from
those upon whom he calls?

A. A pastor is a leader, and especially
so in spiritual matters. It is not expected
that laymen know procedure as well as
he, and in all places where the people are
new in the cause, or not familiar with the
custom of receiving a pastoral call, the
pastor should find a way to make the re-
quest. It will not always be in order to
have all the folks kneel and have prayer.
There will be occasions when there will
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seem to be no opportunity presented for
prayer and, in some instances, a pastor,
much to his sorrow, will have to leave
without prayer. Here is a suggestion:
In the extreme cases where no opportun-
ity seems to be presented, | suggest that
as the pastor is departing, while at the
door with hat in hand, just before leaving
that he request the privilege of having a
word of prayer—as he stands with his
hand on the doorknob. In nearly every
case it will be granted, and further, it will
be remembered for days, and spoken of
more often than you think.

Q. Should a local preacher leave his
home church responsibilities for every
occasion that presents itself for him to
preach elsewhere?

A. God is not the author of confusion,
and hence it stands to reason that the
Lord will not place upon the shoulders
of any person certain responsibilities, and
then lead him to leave them to do other
things, even if the latter are good. Faith-
fulness is a required condition of minis-
terial performance, and the local preach-
er that takes lightly his local obligation
never will serve well in other fields of
usefulness.

Now let me make a suggestion to pas-
tors. Yours is the job of guiding and pro-
moting the local preacher until he shall
leave that relation and enter into the
licensed-preacher relationship; provided
he is the type and of the age that plans
to go into the full ministry. You should
give him every encouragement. Make
his work in the local church easy to get
away from if he has a definite call and a
chance to preach somewhere else. We
need a revival of encouragement on the
part of pastors to the local preacher. It
may be argued that they are a distinct
problem to the pastor, and | suppose
in a sense that is true, but so are children
in the home and yet every parent feels
that the joys outweigh the problems. Our
church should have a large crop of new
preachers coming on, and the only way to
get them is to have local preachers. |
think our pastors need to give greater at-
tention to this matter.

Q. A preacher moves to another church
and leaves debts behind. What sKould be
the attitude of the preacher who comes
on that field?

A. In every case the cause of the debt
should be considered. If an accident,
sickness or something of this nature
caused the debt, great patience should
be shown and in some cases where the
people appreciate the former leadership
and where the church is financially able,
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it is proper and right that the church help
in clearing these obligations. If it is a
case of careless living and unconsidered
spending, the church will likely not be
disposed to do anything, and should not.
In this case, the pastor will have to face
it whenever he meets one of the creditors,

and simply say, “I am sorry.” He could
supply the new address. One further
word: It never is wise to enter into a

critical attitude toward the former pastor
even though he has erred in finances.
Work your field and let the former pastor
work out his problem as best he can.

Q. Is it proper jor preachers to use
notes in the pulpit?

A. | think it is perfectly proper where
the memory of the preacher cannot be
depended upon to keep his thought and
message properly connected. If the preach-
er can train himself to preach without
notes, he will have a great advantage;
however, notes may help a preacher to be
more accurate. In every case, the preach-
er should make a clear outline of his
message and preserve the same, that by
review he can check and see that he is
not traveling in a circle.

Q. Is it proper jor a pastor to use part
of his tithe to repair the parsonage?

A. It is not proper, and to do so will
encourage others to be loose with the
use of their tithe. The thing to do is for
the pastor to be an example in tithing, and
then get the church to make repairs where
such should be made.

Q. Is is according to our standard to tell
or listen to off-color stories?

A. This question answers itself. It is
not according to our standard, and very
few professors of holiness indulge in such
a questionable practice and those who do
are suffering because they do.

Q. What would you do with a Sunday-
school teacher who discards the quarterly
and uses only the Bible from which to
teach?

A. | would have to know the back-
ground of such a teacher to answer the
question. There are narrow-minded folks
who have assumed that they have the
only interpretation of the Bible, and they
refuse to study or use a quarterly. In
most instances, they are unsafe as teach-
ers. There are others who use the quar-
terly and other helps much as a preacher
uses his books; when they have gathered
all they can from every source they know,
they then turn to the Bible as their text
in class, and in such a case. | think they
are to be commended. | hope the one
you mention is in this latter class.
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Q. What should we do regarding the
effort to get the Bible taught in the public
schools?

A. Do all we can to get it done. God
will take care of His Word, and if we
can influence anyone to read it, study it
print it, or give it out, by that we have
a new subject of prayer. God bless Thy
Word!

Q. What attitude should we take to-
ward revivals held by holiness-fighting
churches, eternal security folks, etc.?

A. We should be courteous to all men.
In so doing, however, we must remember
that ours is a special job of preaching
holiness as a second work of grace, and
we must stick to that job. It is much
easier to follow this practice than it is to
get so free that we lose our identity and
the distinctiveness of our message. We
face other issues, like closing our services
for the summer because others do, and
other calls of a like nature. In these, we
decide that our job is too big, our calling
too sacred, to stop even for the heat. It
would seem that we could see the wisdom
of doing the same in regard to these other
matters.

A Pastor and His People

This is our church, and this is where we
come
With earnest hearts to worship and to
pray.
A pastor and his people, joined as one
To seek a holy way.

A pastor and his people—he to lead
And we to folloiv where the Christ-road
rims.
God made him wise—God gave him words
to say
To us, the listening ones.

God help us share his burdens—help ws
bring

Our own gifts to the altar—bring them all

Oh, may we not hide any talent, Lord,

Though it be large or small.
And we can pray—the humblest one can
pray,
The lowliest one can serve. God help
us see,
As pastor and a people, each one hay
His place in serving thee.
— Grace Noll Crowell, in Watchman
Examiner.
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The Delights of Soul-winning

Words cannot express the joys of soul-
winning. A young man in St. Louis could
have lived with his folks in a beautiful
home in the suburbs but he chose life in
the rooming houses; for there he found a
fruitful field of personal ministry. He
would quietly engage a room like anyone
else, and settle down to work his field.
When through, he moved to another
rooming house, and so, year in and year
out, this humble man labored for the
Master he loved. His secular work
through the day provided the finances; his
evenings, just when the men in the build-
ings were accessible, his Sundays and
holidays, were devoted to his blessed min-
istry in behalf of souls. Imagine the de-
lights of such a humble service here, and
the glad hands he will clasp in the Great
Day!—Gospel Herald.

“In regeneration, sin does not reign; in
sanctification it does not exist.

“In regeneration, sin is suspended;
sanctification it is destroyed.

“In regeneration, irregular desires—an-
ger, pride, unbelief, envy—are subdued;
in sanctification they are removed.

“Regeneration is salvation from the vol-
untary commission of sin; sanctification
is salvation from the being of sin.

“Regeneration is the old man bound;
sanctification is the old man cast out and
spoiled of his goods.

“Regeneration is sanctification begun;
entire sanctification is the work com-
pleted.”

in

=—William McDonald.

Goodness and Greatness

Goodness is possible to all, greatness to
i few. Salvation makes a man good but
lot necessarily great. Greatness con-
tributes nothing to any man’s happiness;
'oodness, everything; yet all men desire
;0 be great, and only a few desire to be
;00d.  Greatness requires combination of
jualities rare in nature; goodness is a gift
)Jf God and may be acquired by the
mmblest of men. Greatness will count
or nothing in the day of judgment; good-
less will be rewarded before the eyes of
ill.

We have made a disastrous mistake in
lolding up our great men as examples to
outh; good men should rather serve for
heir examples.

A great man may be miserable in this
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world and wretched in the world to come;
a truly good man will not be miserable for
long even in this world, and in the future
world he will be comforted in the bosom
of Abraham—The Alliance Weekly.

Possibilities

“Longfellow could take a worthless sheet
of paper, write a poem on it, and make it
worth $6,000—that is genius.

“Rockefeller can sign his name to a
piece of paper and make it worth mil-
lions—that is capital.

“Uncle Sam can take gold, stamp an
eagle on it, and make it worth $20—that is
money.

“A mechanic can take material worth
$5 and make an article worth $50—that
is skill.

“An artist can take a fifty cent piece of
canvas, paint a picture on it and make it
worth $1,000—that is art.

“God can take a worthless, sinful life,
wash it in the blood of Christ, put His
Spirit in it and make it a blessing to hu-
manity—that is salvation.”—Copied.

Thornton Wilder in his play “Our Town”
begins the third act by making the stage
manager, who is also the interpreter of the
meaning of the drama, say to the audience:

“Now I'm going to tell you some things
you know already. You know them as
well as | do; but you don’'t take them out
and look at them very often.”

“l don't care what they say with their
mouths—everybody knows that some-
thing is eternal. And it isn't houses and it
isn't names, and it isn't earth, and it isn't
even the stars . . . everybody knows in
his bones that something is eternal, and
that something has to do with human be-
ings. AIll the greatest people ever lived
have been telling us that for five thousand
years and yet you'd be surprised how
people are always losing hold of it. There's
something way down deep that's eternal
about every human being.” Something
in you has been saying “Yes” to that—
Arkansas Methodist.

“One of Wesley's biographers said, ‘He
was out of breath pursuing souls.” White-
field's cenotaph has carved upon it a blaz-
ing heart. The seal on Adam Clarke’s grave
is a candle burned down to its socket, and
underneath are the words, ‘In living for

others, 1 am burned away.’ F. A. Daw.
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SERMON OUTLINES

“At the Heart of Thanksgiving”

Introduction

About a week before Thanksgiving Day
of 1931, in the midst of the depression, |
was giving my Thanksgiving Sunday an-
nouncements to a young woman on the
editorial staff of a newspaper. In a kind
of half serious, half facetious way she
asked, “Is there still something for which
to be thankful?” She then cited the
poverty, unemployment, distress, high
taxes, etc., in support of her question. |
went away asking myself, “What was
really behind that question?” | decided
that she was thinking in terms of favor-
able circumstances as the only basis for
thanksgiving.

We enjoy much that is favorable: coun-
try, home, loved ones, friends, church,
health, material sufficiency.

But for many, this Thanksgiving season
means burden, loneliness, loss of health,
loss of loved ones.

So today, “Is there still something for
which to be thankful?”

I. Let Us Look “At the Heart of Chris-
tian Thanksgiving”

The human tendency is to be satisfied
with symbols rather than maintaining re-
alities: in creeds, morals, human relations,
religion.

1. Continuing forms after
has been lost.

2. Satisfied with phrases about experi-
ence rather than having the actual ex-
perience.

3. Mere activity,
content.

4. Theory rather than practice.

Thanksgiving Day is no exception. Too
often a symbol of what we ought to be
and do, rather than a reality of experi-
ence.

Il. wWhat Is “At the Heart of Christian
Thanksgiving?”

1. Consider the thanksgiving of Jesus.

a) Under  unfavorable
Stirred to the depths of His being by the
rejection and unbelief of three cities, He
upbraided them, pronouncing terrible
judgment against them. But immediately,
“l thank thee, O Father” (Matt. 11:25).
Luke says, “Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and
said, 1 thank thee, O Father.” Same idea
in Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:10-
12). Here is a spirit of thanksgiving in
the heart of Christ which was independent
of external conditions. Based on a rela-
tionship with the Father. Drew from an
unseen source. Manifested in unlikely
circumstances. Like an artesian well;
like “streams in the desert.”
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the essence

rather than genuine

conditions.

b) In the presence of need. At the feed-
ing of the four thousand, before the mir-
acle, Jesus “gave thanks.” (See Matthew
15:32-38.) At the grave of Lazarus, be-
fore the miracle by which he was raised
from the dead, Jesus said, “Father, |
thank thee that thou hast heard me”
(John 11:41). Thanksgiving before the
miracles had been accomplished was a
proof of genuine faith.

2. True Christian thanksgiving is based
on a vital relationship with God, a spir-
itual experience.

a) A personal and satisfying faith or
confidence in God, regardless of con-
ditions. Confidence in His love, power,
mercy, care and guidance. Confidence
that, in spite of appearances, Romans
8:28 is true.

b) In the presence of great needs, our
thanksgiving is a proof of genuine faith.
“With thanksgiving let your requests be
made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6). Then,
“the peace of God .... shall keep [gar-
rison] your hearts and minds through
Jesus Christ.” Assurance.

IIl. Christian Thanksgiving Today

1. Do you face difficult conditions? In
these tragic days, through Christ we have
a vital touch with God. “The eternal God
is thy refuge.” “Emmaus Road” for us all.
Life not a matter of luck, but divine
providence.

2. Do you have great needs? Commit
them to God, have confidence in Him, and
prove it “with thanksgiving.”

Conclusion

“At the Heart of Thanksgiving” is a
practical spiritual experience by which
we can say with Paul, “Thanks be to God
which always causeth us to triumph in
Christ” (Il Cor. 2:14). Not to be limited
to a symbolic Thanksgiving Day, but to be
a constant attitude of Christian experience.
— Hugh C. Benner.

e

An Example of Thankfulness

Scripture—Deuteronomy, chapter 8.

1. The Signal Keynotes of Thankful-

ness

a) Memory: “Thou shalt remember”
(vs. 2:18).

b) Meditation: “Thou shalt consider”
(v. 5).

¢) Mindfulness: “That thou forget
not” (v. 11). J

2. The Special Causes for Thankfulness]
a) Gratitude for all the Guidance:
“Thou shalt remember all the way]
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which the Lord led thee,” etc. (v.
2).

b) Gratitude for all the Goodness:
(1) The Power—*“Who brought thee

out” (v. 14).
(2) The Presence—“Who let thee”
(vs. 2, 15).
(3) The Provision—“Who fed thee”
(vs. 3. 16).
(4) The Perfecting—"“Who humbled
thee” (vs. 2, 16).
(5) The Proving—“Who proved
thee” (vs. 2, 16).
(6) The Principle—“Who taught
thee” (v. 3).
(7) The Profiting—“Who chastened
thee” (v. 5).

c) Gratitude for all the Gifts: “The
good land which He hath given
thee” (vs. 7-10). “It is he * . . .
giveth thee power to get wealth”
(v. 18).

3. The Sincere Expressions of Thank-
fulness

a) The Obedience: “Therefore thou

shalt keep the commandment” (v.
6).
b) The Offering: “Then thou shalt
bless the Lord thy God” (v. 10).
—Gospel Banner.

Thanksgiving
1. Thanksgiving Is Commanded:

“Be careful for nothing; but in every-
thing by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made
known unto God” (Phil. 4:6).

2. Thanksgiving Is a Good Thing:

“It is a good thing to give thanks unto
the Lord; and to sing praises unto thy
name, O most High” (Ps. 92:1).

3. Thanksgiving Should Be Offered to
God:

“Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay
thy vows unto the most High” (Ps. 50:14).
4. Thanksgiving Should Be Offered in the

Name of Christ:

“Giving thanks always for all things
unto God and the Father in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20).

5. Thanksgiving Should Be Offered in
Everything:

“In every thing give thanks: for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus con-
cerning you” (I Thess. 5:18).

6. Thanksgiving Should Be Offered for
the Goodness and Mercy of God:

“O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is
good: for his mercy endureth forever”
(Ps. 107:1).

7. Thanksgiving Should Be Offered for
the Gift of Christ:

“Thanks be unto God for his unspeak-
able gift” (Il Cor. 9:15).
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8. Thanksgiving Should Be Offered for
the Supply of Food:

“For every creature of God is good and
nothing to be refused, if it be received
with thanksgiving: for it is sanctified by
the word of God and prayer” (I Tim. 4:5).
9. Thanksgiving Should Be the Continual

Occupation of Saints:

“By him therefore let us offer the sacri-
fice of praise to God continually, that is,
the fruit of our own lips giving thanks to
his name” (Heb. 13:15).—Compiler Un-
known.

e

An Exhortation to Praise
Psalm 103

I. What Are We Exhorted to Do0?

1. Bless the Lord (vv. 1, 2, 20-22).
2. Bless His holy name (v. 1).
I. Who Is Exhorted?
1. O my soul (vv. 1, 2, 22).
2. His angels (v. 20).
3. All his hosts (v. 21).
4. His ministers (v. 21).
5. AIll His works (v. 22).
IIl. How to Praise Him?
1. All that is within me (v. 1).
2. With my whole heart (Ps. 9:1).
IV. Why Praise Him?
1. Benefits (v. 2).
2. Forgiveness (vv. 3, 12; 1
Acts 13:39).
3. Healing (v. 3; Heb. 13:8).
4. Redemotion (v. 4; Ps. 107:2;

John 1:7;

I Pet.
1:18, 19).
5. Blessings (v. 4, Ic).
6. Satisfaction (v. 5; Ps. 36:8; John
4:14).
7. Renewal (v. 5; 1l Cor. 5:17; Isa.

40:31; Tit. 3:5).

8. Protection (v. 6; John 10:27-29; Ps.
105; 14, 37-45; 80:8).

9. Revelation (v. 7).

10. Mercy (vv. 8-11, 17).

11. Grace (v. 8; John 1:17; Tit. 3:4, 5).

12. Compassion (vv. 13, 14).

13. Righteousness (v. 17; Il Cor. 5:21).

14. Preparation (v. 19; John 14:1-3;
Heb. 11:16).

15. Power (v. 19; John 17:2; Matt. 28:-
18— L. J. Derk, in Gospel Banner.

Salvation by Christ
Introductory

1. The leaven of heresy.
Remedy for this disease—the Holy
Spirit; the gift of faith.

2. This subject a positive faith.

3. The value of prayer.

4. “What think ye of Christ?”
The secret—“Christ in you.”
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I. What Is the Spirit of Christ?

1. The spirit of compassion, of love.
2. The spirit of truth.
3. The spirit of sacrifice.
4. The spirit of holiness.
Il. Results of Christ in the Heart
1. Salvation.
2. A knowledge of God.
3. Faithful testimony.
4. The sinless life.

IIl. The Work of Christ

1. He is a scapegoat—carries away our
sins. As the waters of the sea wash
away the sands on the shore, so the
blood of Jesus Christ “cleanseth us
from all sin.”

2. Reconciles man with God.

3. Teaches us how to live the overcom-
ing life.

4. The Author of the Gospel of our sal-
vation.—Selected.

“Emmanuel: God With Us”

They shall call his name Emmanuel,
which being interpreted is, God with us
(Matthew 1:23).

Introduction

Many names used in the scriptures to
describe God’s character and significance:
Jehovah-jireh, “Jehovah will provide;”
Jehovah-tsidkenu, “Jehovah is our right-

eousness;” Jehovah-shalom, “Jehovah is
our peace.” lIsaiah said of Christ, “His
name shall be called Wonderful . . . .~
etc.

But none is more precious or significant
than “Emmanuel: God with us.” Here
in three words is the essence of the char-
acter and work of Jesus Christ.

I. Broad Meaning of “God with Us”

1. In the beginning, heaven and earth
were close together, intimate. Sin brought
division, separation, gulf between, un-
measured distance, with only occasional
touches of heaven upon earth.

2. But at Bethlehem, heaven and earth
brought together again.

“In the highest, and on earth.”
Angels and shepherds.

Celestial glory touched the humble
manger.

Star of heaven guiding men of earth.

3. How could this be?

“The word was made flesh” (John
1:14).

“God was in Christ, reconciling” (Il
Cor. 5:19).

“God was manifested in the flesh”
(2 Tim. 3:16).

God in human form:
the second Adam.

4. The humanly impossible was wrought
(Psalm 85:10). “Truth,” demanding, dog-
matic, unyielding in its conception of sin

44 (384)

a new creation,

and its penalty. “Mercy,” not logically
compatible with truth. Yet in Jesus
Christ—Emmanuel—“Mercy and truth are
met together.” “Righteousness,” strict,
stern, uncompromising, demanding jus-
tice and death for rebels against God.

“Peace,” not logically compatible with
righteousness. But at Bethlehem, in Em-
manuel, “Righteousness and peace have

kissed each other.”

Il. “God with Us:”
Us

1. Redemption. “A Saviour.” “To for-
give us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.” The “double cure”
for sin. Through Christ, not only was
God brought down, but man was brought
up to fellowship with God. “He lifted
me.”

2. Quickening power. “The first Adam
was made a living soul” by external opera-
tion; but “the last Adam [Christ] was
made a quickening spirit” for within
Himself was the life of God and through
Him this divine vitality is made available
for all humanity. “In him was life, and
the life was the light of men.” The high-
est manifestation or expression of this
life comes with the abiding oresence of the
Holy Spirit.

3. Practical. Jesus, in His last words to
His disciples just before He ascended,
literally used the meaning of this pro-
phetic name, “Emmanuel: God with Us,”
when He said, “Lo | am with you.” Along
with the Great Commission came the
Great Reassurance: (1) Personal pres-
ence, “I am with you.” (2) “Alway,” under
all conditions. (3) “Unto the end,” for
all time.

Direct Meaning for

Il. “God with Us"—Extended Applica-
tion to Practical Life

No doubt the disciples linked this Great
Reassurance to earlier experiences. This
promise for the future was validated by
past situations.

1. In time of storm (Matthew 14:22-27).
In the darkness and danger, with contrary
winds, when all seemed lost, “About the

fourth watch .... he cometh .... saying,
Be of good cheer.” When we need Him
in time of storm, “Emmanuel: God With

Us.”

2. In bewilderment. The walk to Em-

maus (Luke 24:13-35). “Jesus himself
drew near,” and made everything clear
again.

3. In fear and doubt. The disciples
meeting behind closed doors “for fear of
the Jews.” Then “came Jesus and stood
in the midst.” Today, in fear and doubt,
look to “Emmanuel: God With Us.”

4. Labor without results. The disciples
fishing without catching anything. In the
morning, when all seemed so hopeless and
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useless, “Jesus stood on the shore,” and
immediately the situation changed and
success came.

Conclusion

There is more to the gospel of Christ
than a theological idea of redemption.
Jesus Christ wants to redeem us so that
we can know the joy of His blessed pres-
ence in all of life—~Hugh C. Benner.

God as Builder

Scripture— Psalm 147:1-6

The Lord doth build—the Lord gather-
eth together—the Lord healeth—the Lord
telleth the number of the stars—the Lord
lifteth up the meek. This is our God.
Here is an almost complete outline of His
attributes and of the purpose of His sov-
ereignty.

I. The Lord doth build.

He does not want to throw down. In
beginning, He created. He is a Constructor.

“Build up Jerusalem”—not a local term,
but a city of peace—completeness, a Holy
City. Beautiful for situation, and making
every situation beautiful. Even the earth
has looked beautiful ever since it grew
that fair flower called the “cross.” The
Lord is seeking to build up—The City of
Peace, the Zion of Holiness, the Metropolis
of Purity and Light. Let's help God to
build by keeping together, building up,
preserving, protecting, securing. That is
the ministry of love.

Il. “He gathereth together
of Israel.”

He does not want anybody to be out-
side; He would not have one prodigal son
in the far country. The kingdom of heav-
en has been opened to souls when all so-
cial doors are closed to them. Love al-
ways can make room for another.

I11. He healeth the broken
bindeth up their wounds.

Not only the broken in health, the brok-
en in fortune, the broken in hope—the
Lord goes to the root and core of the mat-
ter and binds up the broken in heart.
These are busy days for our God, for He
is still binding up broken hearts all over
the world!

1V. “He telleth the number of the stars.”

He makes pets of the stars. Like a great
shepherd, He makes sure they are all
there.

You have a thousand blessings. Why not
pillow your head upon these and rest;
yet you cannot because of one pain, one
trouble, one child lacking, one friend
grieved, one life in danger, one legiti-
mate aspiration imperiled and threatened
with disappointment. So the Lord telleth

the outcasts

in heart, and
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—He goeth over the number to see that
every little light is kindled. As long as
one is missing, He cannot rest.

The devil and wicked men are de-
termined to destroy the world, but God
and good men are anxious to build.

Oh, the joy of working with God and
His angels of construction, and if our
hands are not too rough, we may feel the
touch of angel hands. If we are in touch
and tune with Heaven, we may even feel
the touch of the Master’s hand.

“Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise
thy God, O Zion.” Do not be ashamed
of your God, but adore Him, praise Him,
obey Him, and know that there is no
God that can fill the whole need of life,
but the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.—B. V. Seals.

(o]

A Three-act Thriller

Scripture—Luke 15: 11-32 (sermon based
on the entire story).
Introduction
A. Parable more correctly the parable
of a loving father.
B. One of a triology of related parables.
C. Three outstanding characters.
1. Father, with his undying love.
2. Prodigal son, with his sin and re-
pentance.
3. Elder brother,
spirit.
I. Scene One
A. Younger son tired of limitations and
restraints of home.
1. Ordinary grind
monotony.
2. Feels lure of life in great city.
3. His imagination thus whetted, he
makes request of father.
B. The journey.
Picture the boy, his hopes, his feeling
of security, his anticipations, etc.
C. The brimming cup of carnal adven-
ture.
City night life, harlots, intoxication,
excitement, delirium, etc.
Il. Scene Two
A. Life moved rapidly.
1. Music becoming minor, and sweet
becoming bitter.
2. Found himself,
mings are gone.
a) Poor, starving, impoverished,
eagerly devouring husks.
b) Harlots, drunkards, gamblers,
now mean nothing.
c) Disillusionment,
ment, dejection.

Ill. Scene Three— The Journey Home
A. The essential factors of true repent-

with unforgiving

and humdrum

now that trim-

disappoint-

ance.
1. Consciousness of sin, “He came
to himself.”
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2. Nobit
arise.”

3. Conlession, “l have sinned.”

4. Forsaking of the past, “He arose,
and came.”

5. Self-loathing, “I ..
worthy.”

6. Utter unworthiress,
as . . .

Irretrievable Losses.

Money

Polluted memories

Undying influence

Good name

Time

Physical loss

Reputation

Conclisk n:

Attuude of elder brother injected an in-
harmonious crescendo into an otherwise
gnnd finale.—Ernest E. Geosse.

determination, “I  will

..am no more

“Make me

—omhwWNE

Abraham Walked by Faith

Scriptures—Heb. 11:8-10, 17-19
I. A Definite Call

Abraham received a definite call from
God, “Get thee out of thy country.” This
divine call involved a great deal. It was
a call to give up his kindred, lands and
country. Abraham must dispose of his
own plans; He must lay them all on the
altar and yield himself to God. God not
only desired to lead them out, but He also
wanted to lead him into something. He
had something better in His hand to im-
part. The Lord was calling Abram to a
new revelation of His will and to new
possessions. With the command to go,
God gave a promise. God promised Abram
a personal blessing, “l will bless thee.”
His name was to be great and his seed was
to spring up into a great nation.

It is blessed to note Abram’s obedience
to this divine call and command. Abram
possessed a faith that worked. Faith be-
lieves and obeys. Faith is the eye that
looks, the hand that takes, the foot that
walks.

Il. God’'s Reward

God rewarded Abram’s act of faithful
obedience. In Gen. 13:14 we read, “And
the Lord said unto Abram, Lift up thine
eyes and look .... for all the land which
thou seest, to thee will | give it.” He had
believed God’'s word and now he begins
to see the fulfillment of God’'s promise

coming into realization.
IIl. Tests of Faith

Abraham’s faith was tested several
times. It seems that Lot's herdsmen and

Abram’s herdsmen were having difficulty.
A separation became necessary. They
must make a choice as to what portion of
the land each desired. Abram’s action was
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very magnanimous. Although as the elder
and the leader of the expedition, he had
the undoubted right to the first choice,
he waived his right in the interests of
reconciliation. But above all it was based
on faith. His faith was beginning to real-
ize its true position.

A little later Abram unselfishly inter-
posed in behalf of Lot. A great victory
was won. After this victory Satan pre-
sented himself in the person of the king
of Sodom. Grateful for Abram’s suc-
cess and deliverance, the king of Sodom
made an offer to Abram. Thank God!
Abram would not depend on the revenues
of the world. He would not surrender
his God-given position to step down to the
world’s level. God declared, “lI am thy
exceeding great reward.” Abram was
not concerned with mere material things.
His vision reached beyond natural re-
wards, “For he looked [by faith] for a city
. whose builder and maker is God.”
He looked for a permanent home which
was eternal in the heavens. Faith assured
him of a safe arrival in that home. When
anticipating that city of immovability and
immortality, he could well afford to dwell
in tents in this passing world.

His faith reached out through interces-
sory prayer. Lot was again saved through
the faith of Abraham. Sodom and Go-
morrah were to be destroyed, but Abra-
ham concerned himself about the welfare
of Lot.

Abraham was subjected to a very severe
test when he was asked to offer up his
son lIsaac. His love was tried in that it
was his only son. His faith was put to
the hardest test inasmuch as lIsaac was
the son of promise.” Does he manifest
any doubt or hesitancy? No. In the dim
light of the early morning we behold
the mournful procession. The appointed
place is finally reached. The altar is
built and the wood laid in order, the only
son bound and laid upon the altar, the
father’s hand is uplifted, ready for its
work of destruction. Abraham did all this
by faith. He believed that in case lIsaac
should be sacrificed God could raise him
up, even from the dead. He possessed
unbounded confidence in God.

May we learn the lesson of faith from
the marvelous example of Abraham. Let
us be loyal subjects and bow in submission
to this king in faith and pray to be
governed by the same heroic principles.
May we possess that faith that can stand
the test of the hottest trial and come out
unsinged. The more Abraham’s faith
was tried the more it shone.

Yes! the struggle was over, the mystery
solved. The ram caught in the thicket
is the fulfillment of Abraham’s uncon-
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scious prophecy. “My son, God will pro-
vide himself a lamb for the burnt offer-

"

ing.”—The Missionary Worker.

Trials and Triumph
Scripture—Il Cor. 11:23-32.

Text—John 16:33
I. The Place
A. “In the World”
1. This is a proving ground
2. Now is time of hardships
Il. The Prospects
A. “Shall have tribulations”
1. The word means “pressure”
The word means “affliction”
2. Positive—"ye shall have” (Il Peter
4:12-16).
IIl. The Promise
A. “Be of good cheer”
1. Jesus stands behind all
trials (Heb. 4:15).
2. He was not only a Man of Sor-
rows, but also of “good cheer”
(Paul in Acts 25).
IV. The Provision
“l have overcome”
and 20th Century)
V. The Plea
“We are more than conquerors.”—D. J.
Evans.

of our

(see Weymouth

The Guidance of God

1. Guides by His W ord

All Scripture is given by inspiration of

God, and is profitable for doctrine, for

reproof, for correction, for .instruction

in righteousness (Il Tim. 3:16).

2. Guides by His Spirit
He will guide you into all truth (John
16:13).

3. Guides by His Providences

A man's heart deviseth his way; but the

Lord directeth his steps (Prov. 16:9).
4, Guides by His Eye

I will instruct thee and teach thee in the

way which thou shalt go; I will guide

thee with mine eye (Psa. 32:8).

5. Guides by His Counsel

Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel,

and afterward receive me to glory (Psa.

73:24).

6. Guides by His Hands.

So He fed them according to the in-
tegrity of His heart, and guided them by
the skillfulness of His hands (Psa. 78:72).
7. Guides by His Voice

Thine ears shall hear a word behind

thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye

in it, when ye turn to the right hand,

and when ye turn to the left (Isa. 30:21).

Conclusion

In all thy ways acknowledge Him and

He shall direct thy paths. (Prov. 3:6).

—Exchange.
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The Benefits of God’s Presence

Text—1 have set the Lord, always before
me: because He is at my right hand, |
shall not be moved.— (Psalm 16:8).

Introduction—The things that are con-

stantly before a person’'s eyes have a
great effect on his conduct and character.
Pictures on the wall of a child's bedroom
have been known to determine the future
of that child, and pre-dispose it to a career
suggested by the picture. A railroad tr2.in
suggests his being an engineer; a ship sug-
gests the life of a sailor; a battle scene
disposes the child to be a soldier. But
the Psalmist put something before his eyes
that was calculated to be good for him in
this life and in the next. He set the
Lord before him.

I. God as Our Observer

While the eyes of the Lord are in every
place observing the evil and the good, yet
there is one class of people upon whom
His eye rests especially. “The eyes of the
Lord are over the righteous.” (I Peter
3:12). The child who knows the parent
is looking is careful to obey. The servant
who sees his master looking is faithful in
his work. The Christian who realizes
his Lord is watching is inspired to good
deeds. The Psalmist did not try to avoid
the eye of the Lord. He was so happy to
have the Lord observe him that he took
care to “set the Lord always before him.

11 God as Our Protector

The Bible says of those who have the
eyes of the Lord over them, that, “His
ears are open unto their prayers.” It is
good to have a Watchman who never
sleeps and whose ears never grow dull of
hearing. In this world of many dangers,
both physical and moral, we need just
such a Watcher over us as the Psalmist
describes the Lord to be. Too many peo-
ple want to avoid the Lord. It is a
source of trouble to them to know the
Lord is looking. The obedient child never
dreads the approach of his parent, for he
knows he will not be punished. The re-
turning father often has a present for the
son who has obeyed him in his absence.

1. God as Our Leader

The world has many roads and many
bypaths. We often come to a fork in the
roads and to places where the traveling is
dangerous. It is well to know that even
the steps of a good man are ordered of
the Lord. If we follow the Lord we will
not miss the stepping stones in the bog,
nor make the wrong turn at the fork of
the roads. Many voices are calling to the
young to induce them to follow ways that
are not good, but he is safe who has the
Lord for his guide. The steps of the aged
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grow feeble and they need to be guided
in a plain path where the stones are re-
moved. The lame need supporting, and
the Lord as Guide supports and sustains
them. Darkness hides the path at times,
and we need the candle of the Lord to
show the path.

V. God as Our Example

God is so interested in the walk of His
people that the second Person of the Trin-
ity came down from heaven and took on
Himself the nature of man, that saved men
might have a pattern of good works to
follow. Jesus must first be Saviour, and
then Example. It is impossible to follow
Him without the new birth, for the nature
of man as 9 result of the fall is contrary to
the ways of God. But the renewed man,
born again, has a desire to be good, and in
Christ’s earthly life, and the precepts of
the Bible he finds the pattern to follow
so that men may see his good works and
glorify his Father who is in heaven.

Conclusion—The Psalmist says, in view
of the fact that he has set the Lord al-
ways before him, that, as a consequence
he shall not be moved. He had staying
qualities. God knew where to find him.
And people knew where to find him.
He was not vacillating and variable in his
conduct. He himself became an example.
Like a landmark to guide people along
life's way he was an outstanding example
of righteousness.

Who would not want to be this kind of
a man? And yet it seems that few care
to set the Lord before them. Their sin
makes them want to hide from God. Are,
you, reader, or hearer, one who sets the
Lord before you, or one who seeks to hide
from him?—w illiam M. smith, in The
Gospel Minister.

Expository Outlines

Heirs of Hope

We through the Spirit wait for the hope
of righteousness by faith (Gai. 5:5)

The Galatian Christians had missed the
way to holiness; they had hoped to obtain
perfection by the works of the law. But
Paul reproves them for their error saying,
“Are ye so foolish having begun in the
Spirit; are ye now made perfect by the
flesh? (Gal. 3:3). This form of error
exists today; for there are some who offer
no way of freedom from indwelling sin
in life. They teach development but not
deliverance. Paul had something more
than the ritualism of the law to offer
believers, he points them to the righteous-
ness which is through the faith of Christ.
If we have begun in the Spirit we can
also be perfected in holiness by the Spirit;
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if we have been born of the Spirit, we
may likewise expect to be baptized by the
Spirit.

1. The Expected Righteousness. “We
through the Spirit wait for the hope of
righteousness.” To wait means that we
expect the righteousness which has been
held out in hope to the heirs of God. This
righteousness is the right of every son of
God. “If a son, then an heir of God
through Christ” (Gal. 4:7) It is one thing
to be an heir of God, and yet another thing
to receive the inheritance promised
through Christ. These believers had not
come into their heritage which was the
fullness of the Spirit. Paul shows us that
the promise of the Spirit was in the coven-
ant of Abraham. “That the blessing of
Abraham might come upon the Gentiles
through Christ; that we might receive the
promise of the Spirit through faith” (Gal.
3:14). Then he further states, “If ye be
Christ’s, then are ye Abraham'’s seed, and
heirs according to promise” (v. 29). It is
clear from these statements of Paul that
in the gift of the Spirit which the chil-
dren of God have a right to receive, they
can expect to be made perfect in right-
teousness through faith, and not by works
of the flesh. This is the liberty where-
with Christ hath made us free; in it we
are to stand fast.

2. The Experience Received. “They that
are Christ’'s have crucified the flesh with
the affections and lusts” (v. 24). In this
work of divine grace the soul is delivered
from the unholy loves and lusts of the
carnal heart. All the manifest works of
the flesh have been crucified with Christ.
These passions were in conflict with the
Spirit; “For the flesh lusteth against the
Spirit”; but now they have been executed
as common criminals; they do not rise
to trouble the soul. Paul testifies to this
experience; “lI am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless | live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me: and the life I now live in
the flesh 1 live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave himself
for me” (Gal. 2:20). Not I, but Christ
liveth in me becomes the incentive to all
conduct. The delivered soul can now
walk, and work, and witness by the in-
dwelling Christ who is in complete pos-
session of the heart.

In this experience of righteousness we
not only have freedom from sin, but we
have fruitfulness in the Spirit. “The fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, temperance; against such there
is no law” (v. 22, 23). AIll regenerated
persons have the fruit of the Spirit; but
not in the degree possessed by the sanc-
tified. Jesus spoke of a purging necessary
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to “more fruit.” This was more in degree
but not in kind. The purified soul has a
higher degree of production, having no
hindrance to impair the life. When the
evil loves and lusts have been purged from
the soul, then it is that we can be at our
best for God. These perfect graces adorn
the sanctified life, and exemplify the works
of the Spirit; men seeing the good works
will glorify God. “As many as walk ac-
cording to this rule, peace be on them, and
mercy, and upon the lIsrael of God.”

Faith is the condition upon which we
enter this experience. It is the “faith
which worketh by love.” Faith in Christ
is an expression of love; and faith work-
ing by love yields the heart to Christ for

cleansing. Love withholds nothing; its
obedience is perfect. To this faith the
Spirit responds; and sweetly witnesses

that the work is done.—T. M. Anderson.

Sons of God
Reading—I| John 3:1-10.

Text—In this the children of God are
manifested (I John 3:10).

Introduction

The study will take us into the scrip-
tural evidences which are manifested in
the children of God. It is well to note that
the children of God have nothing in com-
mon with the children of the devil. In
one statement John defines the difference
between these two classes: “Whosoever
doeth not righteousness is not of God,
neither he that loveth not his brother”
(v. 10).

I. The cCalllng of Sons—“Behold what
manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the
sons of God” (v. 1).

1. The affection “The manner of love.”
Think of the mercy of love, and the
measure of His love, and the message
of love in the gospel. He pities the
lost; He purchased the lost, and His
power saves the lost.

2. The acceptance. “Now are we the
sons of God.” These are made ac-
ceptable by redeeming love. These
have favor, forgiveness, and a Father.
They have honor from God, and hope
in God, and happiness in God. He is
their protection, their pleasure, and
their portion.

3. The assurance. “It doth not appear
what we shall be, but we know that,
when he shall appear, we shall be
like him.” They are assured of a
legacy, and likeness, and life. They
shall be revealed in glory; raised in
glory, and rewarded in glory.

Il. The Cleansing of Self—“Every man
that hath this hope in him purifieth
himself, even as he is pure” (v. 3).

Lesson
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1. The motive of our cleansing. “This
hope in him.” This is the hope of
His coming. It is the incentive of
every child of God to seek holiness.
Every man in the world does not
have “This hope,” for this hope is
peculiar to the sons of God. The
wicked have no hope, and never can
have until they repent. The man
who is not interested in cleansing
from sin, proves by that indifference
that he is not a child of God.

2. The measure of our cleansing. “As
he is pure.” Jesus is the pattern of
our purity, even as He is the provider
of our purity. Jesus had no deeds of
sin, and no indwelling sin, and no

desires for sin. “In him is no sin”
(v. 5). He was not disobedient, nor
depraved, nor defiled. He had

neither guilt nor guile.

3. The merits for our cleansing. “He
was manifested to take away our
SiNS.....cc..... For this purpose the Son
of God was manifested, that he
might destroy the works of the devil”
(v. 5, 8). In the redemptive merits
of Christ is a power to “Take away
our sins,” He bears them, and breaks
them, and banishes them. In His
grace there is power to “destroy the
works of the devil.” The devil's
works in the heart are passion, pride,
and pollution. Evil lusts, evil loves,
and evil longings. These are banished
by the blood of Christ.

IIl. The Conduct of the Saved—“Whoso-

ever is born of God doth not commit
sin.”
1. They live without sin. “Whosoever

abideth in him sinneth not” (vs. 6, 9).
They have no purpose to sin, and no
pleasure in sin, and no practice of
sin. They desire righteousness, and
are devoted to righteousness, and
their deeds are righteous.

2. They love the saints and the Saviour.
“We know we have passed from
death unto life, because we love the
brethren” (v. 14). They have no
hatred, though they are hated by the
world.

3. They are law-abiding sons. “Sin is
the transgression of the law.” These
are not transgressors, but are obedi-
ent sons of God. They are governed
by His law, and guided by it, and
girded in strength by it. The law
in their minds, their morals, and their
messages. They walk in it, work
by it, and witness to it. The law is
perfect, practical, and powerful. In
this the children of God are mani-
fest.—T. M. Anderson.
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God Is Faithful

Lesson Reading—I John 1:10.
Text—If we confess our sins (I John 1:9).
Introduction

Confession is the only condition to be
met in order to receive the pardon and
purity provided in the blood of Christ.
No one may expect God to do His part as
promised, until this confession has been
made. 1t must be as full and complete in
its scope as the problem of sin in the soul.
A full confession is necessary to obtain a
full cleansing.

I. The Confession—"“If we confess our
sins.”

1. The responsibility for our sin. We
are personally responsible to God
and must answer to Him for our
deeds. We cannot evade our sins;
we cannot excuse them, neither
escape them.

2. The revealing of our sin. We must
disclose to God the past sin, the
present sin, and pleasurable sin held
in the heart. All sinful disobedience
and desires and devotion are con-
fessed. AIll covered sin, all conscious
sin, and all committed sin.

3. The renunciation of our sin. This
means to denounce sin, to deplore
sin, and to depart from sin. In this
we must be separate and sincere in
seeking the Saviour.

Il. The Confidence—“He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

1. The promise. Our faith is to rest on
the promise that He is “faithful and
just.” Faith rests on what God is
revealed to be in His attitude toward
the confession we make. He will
not reject us; He will now receive us;
He will now release us from the load
of sin.

2. The provision. Our confidence is in
the “blood of Jesus Christ his Son.”
Here are His sacrifice, His suffici-
ency, and His salvation.

3. The power. Our confidence is in the
ability of God, and the authority of
God, and the assurance of God.
Power for our weakness, and for our
wickedness, and for our willfulness.
The power of love, and of life, and of
liberty.

IIl. The CcCleansing—“His Son cleanseth
us from all sin.”

1. The extent of cleansing. “All sin.”
Evidently the cleansing is to reach
the entire need of the heart. It
cleanses the will, and words, and the
works; these are all in the heart.
The cleansing extends to our walk,
and work, and witnessing. Pure

50 (390)

motives, pure minds, and pure in
ministries.

The emancipation of cleansing. Both
pardon and purity are works of di-
vine grace that free the soul from
the bondage and body of sin. In for-
giveness we are acquitted, accepted
and adopted. In the purity there is
deliverance from the indwelling sin,
and from the disposition to sin, and
from the defilement of sin.

The experience of cleansing. There
is fullness of joy; there is fellowship
with Jesus; there is freedom in justi-
fication before God. This rests the
soul, and reassures, and restores us
fully in the favor of God.—T. M.

A nderson.

Lesson Reading, Eph. 5:1-21

Text—"“Be filled with the Spirit” (Eph.
5: 18).

The W alk—“See” then that ye walk

circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise”
(v. 15).
1. Walk in Light—“Walk as children of

light” (v. 8). Christ has awakened
us to the light, now let us so walk
(see vs. 9-13). The fruit of the Spirit
in verse 9 is the fruit of light. Prove
these things in holy living is the
meaning.
Walk in Love — “Walk in love as
Christ also hath loved us” (v. 2).
We have the sacrifice of love, the
service of love, and the stability of
love.
Walk in Lowliness—“With all lowli-
ness” (Eph. 4: 1-3). This is humility
seen in the Spirit-filled life.
The Work—“Redeeming the time be-

cause the days are evil” (v. 16).
1. A Time of Privilege—We must make

full proof of our ministry, and make
good use of our opportunities. Time
to be saved, and time to get others
saved.

A Time to Pray—Do not neglect, but
pray without ceasing. This is the
time to pray and be preserved by
it. Have a ministry of prayer for
others.

A Time to Prove—We mean to prove
worthy of the Lord, and of life, and
of love. To prove we are sincere,
and sacrificing, and serving in hope.
The W ill—“Understanding what the

will of the Lord is” (v. 17).
1. Experience His Will—To be filled

with the Spirit is to be fully in His
will.  We experience pardon, and
purity, and peace, and power in His
will.

Enlightened in His Will—“Be ye not
unwise, but understanding.” We
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must know what His will is for our
life; we must pray in His will, and
preach in His will.
3. Exemplify His Will. Put it into prac-
tice; carry it into business, and home.
IV. The Witness—The Person of the Spir-
it in our hearts is the witness.
1. The Speaking — “Speaking to your-

selves.” Witnessing of the good things
of God.

2. The Singing— “Making melody in
your hearts to the Lord” (v. 19).
3. The Submitting— “Submitting your-

selves one to another in the fear of
God” (v. 21).—T. M. Anderson.

SERVICE MEN’S DAY

First in a Series of Articles on Special Services

Buford Battin

UR country has made a call for men

to meet the needs of a nation at war.
To this call a group of noble young people
from our communities have made re-
sponse. Our churches have suffered a
loss by their leaving. These young men
have surrendered their ambitions in civil-
ian life and donned a uniform of their
country. They have gone to take their
places in the air, on ships and on land; to
stand in their places of service in an ef-
fort to protect the rights of our country.
Many of these young men are making a
great sacrifice. They endure hardships

and are denied many privileges. They
suffer loneliness and anxiety. They are
our men, from our homes and our
churches.

A responsibility rests upon the church
to render service to these noble young
men. Their loved ones at home need
special help and encouragement during
iheir absence. There is the uncertainty
is to the outcome of those in service. The
:hurch must arise to this need and render
special service to those at home and
ibroad.

A special day can be set aside by the
:hurch in honor of those away and that
vill encourage their loved ones at home.
The occasion should be planned far
mnough in advance that all details can be
worked out and proper announcements
nade. It should not be a surprise meet-
ig. The pastor may work with the Sun-
ay school superintendent or president of
lie Young People’s Society in compiling
complete list of all who are serving
dth the armed forces. When possible
le address of each should be secured and
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a bit of information as to type of service
being rendered. An effort should be made
to have a complete list of all those who
have been members of the church, Sunday
school, Young People’'s Society, and all
those who have attended the church or
whose near relatives are affiliated with
the church. The list completed, the ser-
vice can be announced and a special in-
vitation extended to friends and relatives
to be.present. This will encourage some
to attend the church who might not other-
wise be present. The service can be ad-
vertised as a candle-lighting service in
honor of service men.

A service banner may be arranged for
this occasion or the one that may have
been in use revised with the adding of
other stars to the banner. A blue star
may be attached for each one in service
and a gold star attached for each one who
may have lost his life in the service of
his country. This banner should not be
placed on the wall until the proper time
in the meeting and then presented cere-
moniously.

The church auditorium should be ar-
ranged previous to the time of the meet-
ing. The national flag may be mounted to
the right of the platform and a Christian
flag of the same size mounted to the left.
Between these flags, on a railing or a
frame that may be erected, candles are to
be mounted. There is to be a candle for
each name. If candle holders are not
available, a carpenter or the caretaker of
the building can very easily arrange a
frame that will hold the candles. The
candles are to be mounted with uniform
spacing so as to make the row of candles
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extend across the space between the flags.
A candle of red, white and blue colors is
very appropriate but any combination of
national colors may be used. If a train-
ing center is near by those who attend
the services in uniform should be recog-
nized. This can be done by mounting
three tall candles in the center. The can-
dles and flags are to be on display as the
people enter the building.

The meeting may be opened by singing
the national hymn, “America.” The min-
ister should offer a brief explanation of
the purpose and nature of the service.
The congregation may be led in singing
“Jesus Savior Pilot Me.” Without further
comment the people will grasp the in-
tended meaning of the service. The con-
gregation may be led in singing “God
Will Take Care of You.”

The pastor then presides in the candle-
lighting ceremony. Mention is made that
each candle represents one who has gone
from a home of the community to serve
with the armed forces of our country.
The pastor may request the assistance of

the Sunday school superintendent or
young people’'s leader in lighting the
candles. The minister, with the one as-

sisting, stands at the left of the row of
candles. The minister reads the first
name and the candle is lighted. The min-
ister mentions the family and relatives,
and comments briefly on the life and serv-
ice of the one represented by the lighted
candle. The minister reads the second
name and the assistant lights the second
candle and continues until all the names
are read and all candles lighted. The
minister remains standing by the Chris-
tian flag and the assistant by the na-
tional flag. It may seem appropriate at
this time to have a small girl sing the
chorus of “Keep the Home Fires Burning
Till the Boys Come Home.”

It is announced that prayer will be of-
fered for those whose names have been
called, and all who would like to repre-
sent one or more of the group may come
forward and stand at the altar facing the
lighted candles. When the response is
made the minister leads in prayer. He
prays for those in service that they may
be kept from harm and evil influences.
He prays for the nation and for the group

present. The people are then led in sing-
ing “God Be with You Till We Meet
Again.”
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The climax of the service should be the
sermon. The message may be on a theme
that will inspire Christian loyalty. The
sermon should be a challenge to the church
and to individuals to be devoted to the
cause of Christianity that the sacrifices
of our young men will not be in vain.
The people should be challenged to carry
on in such a manner as to make these
men feel when they return that their ef-
forts were rewarded.

The nearest friend or relative may be
given the privilege of taking the candle
that represented their loved one. The
minister should suggest that each one
write to one or more of those who had
been honored in the service. A form
letter may be offered to the people that
will describe the service and mailed to
the men whose names were read.

Prayer Meeting Messages

From the Psalms

By Oswald Chambers

(Taken from old copies of Spiritual Life, a
British publication)

The Protection of God
(Psalm 124)
D anger

If it had, not been the Lord who was on
our side, now may lIsrael say (v. 1).

Facing an alternative is not to deal in
supposition, but part of wisdom and un-
derstanding; supposition is wisdom gone
to hysteria. In estimating the dangers
which beset us we have to remember that
they are not haphazard, but things that
will happen. Our Lord told His disciples
to lay their account with peril, with hatred,
in fact He tells them to leap for joy “when
men shall hate you, and when they shall
separate you from their company, and
shall reproach you and cast out your name
as evil, for the Son of man’s sake” (Luke
6:22-23). We are apt to look at this alter-
native as a supposition, but Jesus says it
will happen and must be estimated. It is
never wise to underestimate an enemy,
We look upon the enemy of our souls &
a conquered foe, so he is, but only to God.
not to us.
1. Estimate of Antagonism

If it had not been the Lord who was an
our side, when men rose up against us
then they had swallowed us up quick!
when their wrath was kindled against us”
(v. 2-3).

We have to lay our account with tre
antagonism of men, it is a danger that ii
always with us. . when men rosg

1. Alternative
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up against us”—not tendencies, not the
moods of men, but men themselves. All
that makes life either honorable or terrible
is summed up in the word “men.” In esti-
mating the forces against us we are slow
to believe in this antagonistic element, we
look at them too haphazardly, not realizing
that they are dead set against us. “But
beware of men”—it is the last thing we do.
The reason our Lord tells us to beware
of men is that the human heart is “de-
ceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked,"” and if we put our trust in men
we shall go under, because men are just
like ourselves, and none of us in our wits
before God would ever think of trusting
ourselves; if we do it is a sign that we
are ignorant of ourselves.

At heart men are antagonistic to the
Lordship of Jesus Christ. It is not an-
tagonism to creeds or points of view, but
antagonism encountered “for my sake.”
Many of us awaken antagonism by our
way of stating things; we have to dis-
tinguish between being persecuted for
some notion of our own and being perse-
cuted “for my sake.” We are apt to think
only of the bad things as being against
Jesus, but it is the refined things, the cul-
tured things, the religious things which are
dead against Jesus Christ unless they are
loyal to Him. It was the religious people
of our Lord's time who withstood Him,
not the worldly. “If the world hate you,
ye know that it hated me before it hated
you” (John 15:18). These are the de-
liberate words of our Lord to His dis-
ciples. In the measure in which we are
loyal to Jesus Christ the same thing hap-
pens to us; we are at a loss to understand
why people should have the most appar-
ently absurd antipathy to us. Their anger
is strangely unaccountable; it is not irri-
tation, but an inspired working against.

2. Estimate of Agony

Then the waters had overwhelmed us,
the stream had gone over our soul (v. 4).

One element in the alternative danger
that attends the saints of God is the agony
it produces. It is strange that God should
make it that “through the shadow of an
agony cometh redemption”; strange that
God’s Son should be made perfect through
suffering; strange that suffering should be
one of the golden pathways for God's chil-
dren. There are times in personal life
when we are brought into an understand-
ing of what Abraham experienced. “Get
thee out of thy country........... ” It is not
so much that we are misunderstood but
[that suffering is brought on others through
pur being loyal to God, and it produces
agony for which there is no relief on the
human side, only on God’'s side. When
we pray “Thy kingdom come” we have to
Share in the pain of the world being born
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again; it is a desperate pain. God's ser-
vants are, as it were, the birth-throes of
the new age. “My little children, of whom
I travail in birth again until Christ be
formed in you” (Galatians 4:19). Many
of us receive the Holy Ghost, but immedi-
ately the throes begin we misunderstand
God’s purpose. We have to enter into the
travail with Him until the world is born
again. The world must be born again
just as individuals are.

3. Estimate of Annihilation

Then the proud waters had gone over
our soul (5:5)

The ultimate result of the danger is an-
nihilation, our Lord leaves us in no doubt
about that; He always estimated things
in the final analysis. Our Lord teaches
that the forces against us work for our an-
nihilation, “And ye shall be hated of all
men for my name’s sake.” Nowadays we do
not catch the drift of these words. It is
not the question of a law of nature at
work, but a law of antagonism, every-
thing that is not loyal to Jesus Christ is
against us. “And Saul, yet breathing out
threatenings and slaughter against the
disciples of the Lord ... .” Saul of Tarsus
was spending all his educated manhood
to annihilate those who were “of the way.”
It is that spirit we have to estimate in the
danger that besets us if we are true to
God.

Il. Appreciated Deliverance

Blessed be the Lord, who hath not given
us as a'prey to their teeth” (5:6).

The reason some of us are so tepid
spiritually is that we don’'t realize that
God has done anything for us. Many
people are at work for God not because
they appreciate His salvation, but because
they think they should be doing some-
thing for other people. Our Lord never
called anyone to work for Him because
they realize a need, but only on the basis
that He has done something for them. The
only basis on which to work for God is
an esteemed appreciation of His deliver-
ance, that is, our personal history with
God is so poignant that it constitutes our
devotion to Him. God'’s deliverance makes
us His absolute debtors. Have we taken
into account what God has done for us?
Estimate the alternative danger and then
begin to call on your soul to bless God for
His deliverance. “. . . . to whom little is
forgiven, the same loveth little.”

1. Entire Escape

Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the
snare of the fowlers: the snare is broken,
and we are escaped (v. 7).

God does not deliver us gradually, but
suddenly, it is a perfect deliverance, a
complete emancipation. When the deliver-
ance is realized, it is realized altogether,
from the crown of your head to the sole
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of your foot, and your devotion to God
is on account of that deliverance. It is
a good thing to begin prayer with praising
God for His attributes, and for the way
those attributes have been brought to bear
on our personal salvation. Let your mind
soak in the deliverance of God, and then
praise Him for them.

2. Eternal Element

Our help is in the name of the Lord who
made heaven and earth (v. 8).

Our help is not in what God has done,
but in God Himself. There is a danger
of banking our faith and our testimony
on our experience, whereas our experience
is the gateway to a closer intimacy with
God. Our help is in the Name of the One
who delivers. The dangers that beset us
are real dangers and if we estimate them
we shall appreciate God's deliverance.
Why our Lord said that self-pity was of
the devil is that self-pity will prevent us
appreciating God’'s deliverance. When we
begin to say, “Why has this happened to
me?” “Why does poverty begin to come
to me?” “Why should this difficulty
come, this upset?” it means that we are
more concerned about getting our own
way than in esteeming the marvellous de-
liverance God has wrought. We read of
God's people of old that “They soon for-
got His works . .. .” and we are in danger
of doing the same unless we continually
lift up our eyes to God and bless Him for
His deliverances.

Christian Security (Psalm 125)

I. THE FASTNESSES OF THE GODLY

They that trust in the Lord shall be as
mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but
abideth for ever (v. 1).

The security of the eternal God is what
we are to have confidence in, and the
psalmist likens that security to the moun-
tains, because a mountain is the most
stable thing we know. There is nothing so
secure as the salvation of God; it is as
eternal as the mountains, and it is our
trust in God that brings us the conscious
realization of this. The one thing Satan
tries to shake is our confidence in God.
It is not difficult for our confidence to be
shaken if we build on our experience; but
if we realize that all we experience is but
the doorway leading to the knowledge of
God, Satan may shake that as much as he
likes, but he cannot shake the fact that
God remains faithful (see Timothy 2:13),
and we must not cast away our confidence
in Him. It is not our trust that keeps us,
but the God in whom we trust that keeps
us. We are always in danger of trusting
in our trust, believing our belief, having
faith in our faith. All these things can be

54 (394)

shaken; we have to base our faith on those
things which cannot be shaken (Hebrews
12:27).

Our consciousness of God is meant to
introduce us to God, not to our experi-
ence of Him. Jesus said, “ . no man
is able to pluck them out of my Father's
hand” (John 10:29). No power, however
mighty, is able to pluck us out of the
hand of God, so long as that power is out-
side us. Our Lord did not say, however,
that His sheep had not power to take
themselves out. The devil cannot take us
out, neither can man; we are absolutely
secure from every kind of enemy, saving
our own willfulness. God does not destroy
our personal power to disobey Him; if
He did, we would become mechanical and
useless. No power outside, from the devil
downward, can take us out of God’'s hand;
so long as we remain faithful, we are as
eternally secure as God himself.

Il. The Frontiers of God

As the mountains are round about Jeru-
salem, so the Lord is round about his
people from henceforth even for ever (v.
2).

There are margins beyond which the
Spirit of God does not work. Nightingales
will not sing outside certain geographical
areas, and that is an exact illustration of
the frontiers of God. There is a place
where God reveals His face, and that place
has moral frontiers, not physical. We can
blind our minds by perverse thinking;
blind our moral life by crooked dealing in
business, or by sin. We can never get
away from God geographically, but we
can get away from Him morally. The
writer to the Hebrews mentions the moral
frontier, “Let thy conversation be without
covetousness; and be content with such
things as ye have” (13:5). Outside that
moral frontier, God does not reveal His
face. Let me become impatient, let me
fix my heart on gain, and | do not see
God. If | enthrone anything other than
God in my life, God retires and lets the
other god do what it can. The majority
of us do not enthrone God, we enthrone
common-sense. We make our decisions
and then ask the real God to bless our
god’s decision. We say, “It is common-
sense to do this thing” and God leaves us,
because we are outside the frontier where
He works. “Keep yourself from the lovel
of money, and be content.” Think of the
imperative haste in our spirit to wish wei
were somewhere else! That danger is al-
ways there, and we have to watch it
When | wish | were somewhere else, | an
not doing my duty to God where I am
I am wool-gathering, fooling with my own
soul; if 1 am God's child | have no busi-
ness to be distracted. If | keep myself
from covetousness, content with the things
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I have, | remain within the frontiers of
God. If | have the spirit of covetousness
in my heart, 1 have no right to say, “The
Lord is my helper"—He is not, He is my
destroyer. | have no right to say | am
content and yet have a mood that is not
contented. If I am ill-tempered, set on
some change of circumstances, | find God
is not supporting me at all; I have worried
myself outside the moral frontier where
He works and my soul will not sing; there
is no joy in God, no peace in believing.
We have to watch that we are not enticed
outside the frontier of our own control,
just as soldiers have to watch. If they get
outside the frontier of their strategy they
will probably be killed, and so we have to
watch that we are not enticed outside
God's frontier. Remember, no man can
take us outside, it is our own stupidity
that takes us out. When we realize that
we have got outside the moral frontier,
the only thing to do is to get back again
and realize what the Apostle Paul says in
Philippians 4:11-13.

Il. The Faithfulness of Godliness

For the rod of the wicked shall not rest
upon the lot of the righteous; lest the
righteous put forth their hands unto in-
iquity (v. 3).

The rod means two things—it is used
in counting in the sheep, and it is used
to destroy the wild beast that suddenly
springs out on the sheep (see Psalm 23:4).
The man of sin will have his rod, he will
do clever tricks, he will put the mark
of the beast on every business system that
he sanctions, and those who do not have
that mark on them can never do business
under the regime of the man of sin. Sup-
pose you find that the people who are
“counted in” under the mark of the beast
succeed, and you do not succeed, you may
be tempted to negotiate the thing and
say, “Well, I don’'t know, if | did this
thing it would save me; | had better just
compromise a bit.” We must never do
that. “The rod of the wicked shall not
rest on the righteous,” God says. There is
no need to fear, if we keep within the
moral frontiers of God we can say boldly,
“The Lord is my helper.” We do not
need to mind how the wicked bluster and
say, “If you don't do this and that, you
will starve.” Be faithful, make holiness
your aim, holiness in every relationship—
money, food, clothes, friendship—then you
will see the Lord in all these domains.

IV. The Fitness of Goodness

Do good, O Lord, unto those that be
good, and to them that are upright in their
hearts (v. 4).

Our Lord warned the disciples that they
would be put out of the synagogue, and
be killed (see John 16:2), but He says,
“Don’'t mind about that, beware only of
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not doing your duty according to My com-
mandments, because that will destroy
both soul and body in hell” (see Matthew
10:28, Revelation 2:10). We are apt to
make salvation mean the saving of our
skin. The death of our body, the sud-
den breaking-up of the house of life, may
be the salvation of our soul. In times of
peace “honesty may be the best policy,”
but if we work on the idea that it is better
physically and prosperously to be good,
that is the wrong motive; the right motive
is devotion to God, remaining absolutely
true to God, no matter what it costs,

V. The Futility of Godlessness

But as for such as turn aside unto their
crooked ways, the Lord shall lead them
forth with the workers of iniquity (v. 5).

There is no reference in the Bible to
natural law. We talk of certain things
as the inevitable result of what a man

does: the Bible says, “God.” “God shall
lead them forth . . . ” says the psalmist.
God is active in every relationship; it is
not natural law or mathematical logic, but
God working all through. No man has a
fate portioned out to him; a man’s dispo-
sition makes what people call his fate.
The course of deliberately remaining inde-
pendent of God ends in damnation, by God’s
direct decree, not as an inevitable happen-
ing; and the course of dependence upon God
ends in heaven, by God's decree, not by
chance. Either course has God behind it
It is the glorious risk of the Christian life.
The Apostle Peter gives the warning, “Be-
ware lest, being carried away with the
error of the wicked, ye fall from your own
steadfastness” (Il Peter 3:17). God does
not save us from facing the music, or
shelter us from any of the requirements
of sons and daughters (see | John 4:4).
As long as we remain within the moral
frontiers of God, watching our hearts lest
we give way to ill-content, to covetous-
ness, or self-pity, the things which take
us outside God's frontier, then God says,
“1 will in no wise fail thee, neither will 1|
in any wise forsake thee.”

A Sermon Series
Based upon events which happened at
night in Bible times, by Rev. W. C. Shane.

“Out of the Night—
—A Vision,” Genesis 28.

—A Blessing,” Genesis 32.
—A Voice,” | Samuel 3.
—A Victory,” Judges 7.

—A Judgment,” Daniel 5.

—A Saviour,” Luke 2.

—A Salvation,” John 3.

—A Song,” Acts 16.

—A Solution,” Luke 6.

—A Storm,” Acts 27—United Presby-
terian.
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MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT .

Prayer Changes Things

In a little Bible class in India there were
five native girls who were giving their
teacher so much trouble that she was al-
most tempted to disband them. They
were thoroughly bad.

She wrote a letter to a friend in Amer-
ica, a man of prayer, and asked him to
remember these children. As soon as he
received her letter, he retired on Saturday
evening and spread it before the Lord
in his closet, praying with his whole heart
until he became sure that God had given
the answer. He then wrote her his con-
fidence in the coming blessing.

That Saturday night in Ohio was Sun-
day morning in India. That morning the
class met as usual, and the teacher came
prepared for the usual scene of distur-
bance, distraction and sinful folly. But
how surprised she was as one after an-
other of these wayward girls turned to
her, asked her forgiveness, and told her
that they had made up their minds to seek
to serve the Lord. From that day they
were sweet Christian girls, and the writer
met one of them afterward in India, a
beautiful Hindu woman, modest, noble,
and consecrated.—A. B. Simpson.

It Was Only a Tract

It doesn’'t take much effort to pass out
a tract. In fact, every meeting night, and
that was five nights a week, we passed out
from three to six hundred tracts in our
stations.

A short lad stopped, and looking into
the church, listened and graciously ac-
cepted the tract written in Chinese. As
he slowly walked on he read the gospel
story about Jesus. He was rather a frail
young man wearing thick glasses. And it
seemed he had a bit of a limp, but inside
of him beat an earnest heart. Kam Tsz
Keung was this lad's name and in his early
years he applied himself to intensive study,
insomuch that he mastered the deep Chi-
nese characters to such an extent that he
could not only read them fluently, but
wrote them beautifully. In later years he
became our Bible school scribe.

His mother was an ardent idol wor-
shiper and worshiped all the idols she
heard about for she was trying to find one
that would heal her boy. He was taken to
a hospital one day and it was there our
workers met him and told him more about
Jesus. They prayed with him, and Kam
Tsz Keung was saved. The Lord filled
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him with the Holy Ghost. He entered our
Bible School and was a diligent student.

While in school he lived with his broth-
er until his brother’'s wife died. He then
went to live in the Koon Chung mission
where he stayed until he graduated. He
did not live in our dormitory for men be-
cause he was not able to pass his physical
examinations.

He loved his Bible and was a great
teacher. He spoke clearly and slowly and
held his audiences and won souls to the
Lord. In later years he was one of our
teachers in Peniel Bible School, teaching
Chinese subjects, character study, letter
writing, grammar, and the Bible.

He was not healed and the last year of
his life was spent at Lai Chi Kok hospital.
(This hospital has many, many tragic sto-
ries if time and space permitted, stories of
deformed babies born to opium smoking
parents; of every type of bone ailments
and diseases.) It was here that Kam Tsz
Keung lay with a plaster cast on his leg
and thigh. He had T. B. of the hip. When
the Japs attacked Hong Kong he was hur-
riedly carried from the hospital as the hos-
pitals were some of the first objectives to
be bombed. He was taken home and yet,
the first of our preachers to meet death
in Hong Kong was Kam Tsz Keung who
was saved by means of a little tract.—
China Peniel Flashlight.

A Painful Trip
To Learn More About Jesus

Far away in West Africa, around the
light of a blazing campfire was a group
of Africans listening while a white mis-
sionary told them the old, old story of
Jesus and His love. Suddenly a peculiar
noise was heard and, on turning around,
the missionary saw a strange object crawl-
ing on all fours in the darkness toward
him. He quickly reached for his rifle,
for in the dark the creature looked like a
leopard or a hyena. The African men
started to laugh and as the object ap-
proached the missionary saw it was a
human being crawling on his hands and
knees. He came near, and squatted be-
side the little group.

The missionary asked, “Who are you?”
He replied, “My name is Sawuchika.” He
had a fine head, broad shoulders, and a
beautiful developed chest and body, but
his legs were almost completely withered.
The missionary asked him what had hap-
pened to him and he said that he had
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taken a pain in the back which settled in
his legs, so now he could only crawl.
Very simply the missionary told him the
Gospel story, sympathized with him about
his condition, and the next day moved
on.

Several years passed by, and the same
missionary, who had come to the Songo
tribe, was standing outside his wattle-
and-daub house when suddenly in the
distance he saw a peculiar object crawling
along the path. He stood watching, and in
a few minutes who should come up and
deposit himself at his feet but Sawuchika!
The missionary coulc} hardly believe his
eyes, for he was then about one hundred
twenty miles from home. He looked worn
and half-starved. When the missionary
found his voice, he said,

“How ever did you get here?”

“Why,” said he, “I crawled on my hands
and knees.”

He said it had taken him “about nine
moons” (nine lunar months) to make
the trip. He had made the trip in several
stages, for when he had gone a distance of
about twenty miles the skin on his hands
and knees would break down into open
sores and the blood would flow, and then
he would have to rest in some village
until the sores healed, when he would
start off again. This occurred four or five
times. Looking at him in wonder the mis-
sionary said,

“Sawuchika, what brought you here this
long journey?”

He replied, “I never forgot what | heard
down in Sawanda, and | have come so
that | can hear the words of God every
day.”

He arranged with someone to build him
a little grass hut, attended the services
regularly, and God saved his soul. Then
he was baptized. Some of the Christian
natives carried him in a hammock down
to the river where he was immersed
along with others and now he is a bright
Christian—Gospel Herald.

Out of China comes the story told in
a Christian magazine about a Japanese sol-
dier who entered a Chinese Christian
church at service time. His entrance cre-
ated misgivings and alarm until he stood
up and said, “I am a conscripted soldier—
but I am a Christian. 1 would worship
with you.” Then he was welcomed. When
the service was over, this Japanese soldier
went up to the minister and asked him to
sign his name in the Bible he had brought
with him from Japan. This is what the
minister wrote in that Bible: “In Christ
there is neither Jew nor Greek.” There
is the fruit of a true Christian life pro-
duced by the Spirit of God.—Selected.
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It would be a great inspiration to mod-
ern missions if more missionaries would
do what Dr. John Sung did when he went
back to China to preach the gospel. The
devil taunted him on the steamer as to
the big salaries he could get with his
B.A., M.A., Ph.D. degrees if he worked
for the government. He got out his parch-
ments and threw them into the ocean and
there anew dedicated himself to the gos-
pel. God used Dr. Sung all over China
as a great evangelist up to the time the
war broke out. He became the Billy Sun-
day of China.

The High Cost of Prayer

“l want you to spend fifteen minutes
every day praying for foreign missions,”
said the pastor to some young people in
his congregation. “But beware how you
pray, for I warn you that it is a very
costly experiment.” “Costly?” they asked
in surprise. "Aye, costly,” he cried. “When
Carey began to pray for the conversion
of the world it cost him himself, and it
cost those who with him prayed very
much. Brainerd prayed for the dark-
skinned savages, and after two years of
blessed work it cost him his life. Be
sure it is a dangerous thing to pray in
earnest for this work; you will find that
you cannot pray and withhold your labor,
or pray and withhold your money; nay,
that your very life will no longer be'your
own when your prayers begin to be an-
swered.”

It is always a costly thing to give oneself
wholly over to the Lord, to be used as
He wills in His service.

It cost Elijah much persecution, for he
was hounded by that woman, Jezebel,
who eagerly sought his life (1 Kings 19:2).
It cost John the Baptist his head (Matt.
14:3-10). It cost Paul and Silas pain
and imprisonment (Acts 16:23). It cost
Stephen his life (Acts 7:60). It cost the
Apostle John banishment to the Isle of
Patmos (Rev. 1:19). It cost Paul desertion
(Il Tim. 4:16). It cost Christ the cross
(Phil. 2:8) —Missionary Tidings.

Q

Mrs. Lawson had been very ill, and
it was hard to get food for an invalid in
inland China. She could take fresh eggs,
but it looked as if all the hens had gone
on strike. Asking from door to door, the
people all had the same answer, “No eggs.”
As | walked home | remembered, “Every-
thing by prayer.” Soon after our Bible
woman came in with four fresh laid eggs.
I hugged her! The same night some Chris-
tains came in from an outstation, bring-
ing a hen as a gift. Every day she laid
an egg. Jehovah Jireh!—Mrs. Porteous.
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ILLUSTRATIONS

An artist was painting a picture which
he hoped to exhibit at the Royal Academy
of England. He came from a gifted fam-
ily and was making a name for himself.
His picture was called “Homeless,” and
it showed a woman struggling through the
storm of snow and sleet with a child in
her arms which she was shielding as best
she could. It was a striking and pathetic
picture, and the painter was putting his
whole soul into it

But as he painted, the thought came to

him that the picture was not worth
putting one’s whole soul into. “Why don’t
I go to rescue the homeless,” he asked

himself, “instead of painting pathetic pic-
tures of them?” The question stung him.
He turned again to his painting, but the
idea would not leave him. He finished
the picture, packed up his easel and
brushes, and went out to help the London
poor. In the end he became a missionary
and was sent to Agunda, in Africa, where
he became the bishop of that faraway pro-
vince—the well-known Bishop Tucker.

He did not abandon art entirely. He
painted and sketched whenever he could.
But a picture to him was only a picture.
Human life and its needs were the real
things to which he could fully consecrate
himself. To win a soul to God was worth
more than to hang a dozen canvases at
the Royal Academy. He found the true,
the satisfying way to live.—Selected.

Three Men Praying

A very wonderful story is told of three
young Christian soldiers who were sent
out to do a very dangerous piece of work
on the front line of the battle. When
night came they crawled into a hole to
rest, and repeated many verses of Scrip-
ture softly, and then in turn each one
prayed. As the second one prayed, an
enemy suddenly appeared and looked into
the hole. The man on watch saw him
with his gun pointed at them. The other
two men had their heads bowed, and the
one praying continued to talk with the
Lord. Then the third man prayed. Still
the gun pointed at them, until almost the
end of the prayer, and then disappeared as
suddenly as it had appeared. At the con-
clusion of the little prayer meeting, they
crawled out of the hole and searched the
jungle around, but the enemy was not to
be found and did not molest them that
night.—S. S. Times.
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Why Do You Come Alone?

A Swedish preacher tells the following:
In my home town lived a man whom
everyone considered a Christian. He went
to religious meetings, and his daily life
was such that no one doubted his Chris-
tianity. But never had he any testimony
about God at the meetings. This man be-
came sick and lay eight months in bed. At
the last, one had to watch over him. The
last night they were with him awaiting
death, when he fell into a deep sleep.
When he awoke everyone was greatly
surprised over the great change that had
taken place in him.

This is what he told: “lI dreamed that
| died and was taken across the river of
death in a boat. There were many boats
in the river, some full and some partly
full of people, but I was entirely alone.
When | reached the other side | saw the
New Jerusalem, and Jesus came out of
one of the portals to me. He reached
out a hand to me with these words, “Wel-
come, Brother Lovgren, to the heavenly
shores, but why do you come alone? With
sorrow | fell down at His feet and with
self-reproach in my soul | prayed, ‘Dear
Jesus, if you will take me back to earth
I will do whatever you wish me to do for
you.” Upon this | awoke.”

From that time he got well, and God
used him to preach the gospel of Christ.
He became the means in God’'s hand to
bring hundreds of souls to Christ.—Bud
og Hilsen.

Sacrifice

Two women were blessed with priceless
babies—sons they were and received with
joy in both homesteads.

“He's mine!” said one, and
clasped the boy to her bosom.
shall sever us two—no, never!”

Well she looked to his bodily comfort,
diligently sought the best for his mind—
the best that the world could sell.

Stalwart he grew, thoughtful, consider-
ate too; but the current was swift and the
tide too strong.

God called:

“What!” cried the mother in fearful
tones when she heard the news. “My
boy across those waters where heathen
rage! You're cut for better things,” she
said—and the boy who knew no boyhood
guide save his mother's word, went on
through law and was lost in the tide—
lost with the rest who had heeded not

fiercely
“No power
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when the Master called—and called again.

The other knelt with her babe held
closely, and earnestly said, “He’s Thine,
O Father above—I know that Thy care is
better by far than any | ever could give.
So help me, | pray, to guide him Thy way
and my heart will be glad when a place
in Thy service he fills.”

Earnestly sought this mother the best
for the boy. Deep in the Word she went,
prayerfully taught him all that she could,
tenderly watched for his needs—then led
him up to the Cross, to the Guide who was
surer than she.

Strongly he grew and stalwartly true.
God called:

The answer was ready. Together the
mother and man rejoiced. Through long,
long years they still have rejoiced thus,
though one on her bended knee—the other
out across the sea. Yet the distance has
not been very great for the Light shines
bright in the cause of Right, and through
it they both can see the Master waiting fo
welcome them—He and souls they've
already won.

Who Holds the Reins?

Professor Henry Drummond used to
visit some friends who lived in Mid-Scot-
land, spending a large part of his sum-
mer holiday with them regularly. On one
such occasion he was just going away
after having spent a happy time with
them, and as he bade good-by to his hos-
tesses, they said to him: “Oh, we have
just remembered something that we were
going to ask you to do for us. You know
John, the coachman?” “Yes,” he said.
“Well,” they went on, “we are troubled

about John. He has been giving way to
drink, and, unfortunately, he will not
be told. He has been warned again and

again, and he is now on his last chance.
We wanted to ask you if you would
speak to him. We thought, perhaps, that
you could help him. But now you are
going away, and we fear that it is too
late.”

It was not too late, however, for Henry
Drummond was always out on the Lord’s
business; and so, when the coachman
brought round the carriage to take him
to the station, he put his baggage inside,
and he himself jumped up beside the
coachman. He began to talk to the man
about his horses; he praised them; he
praised their action; he praised the man’s
clever handling of them. Then, as they
came round a very dangerous bend in the
road, he said to the driver, “John, what
would happen if these two horses were
to run away with us here?”
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“It would be a bad job for both of us,”
said the man.

“But if, when you found they were out
of control,” said Henry Drummond, “you
knew that I, sitting here beside you, was
one who could control any horse; that no
horse had ever run away with me, and
you yourself could not control them, what
would you do?” “That's easy to answer,”
said the man. “I'd give you the reins.”

“John,” said Drummond, “do you ever
feel as though there were something in

you like a pair of wild horses that
threatens to run away with you again
and again?”

John hung his head, for he was con-
scious of his fault; he was conscious of
his weakness and lack of control. Then
Drummond talked to him of the Lord, and
he said, “John, I know of One who can
control all these wild passions, if you will
only let Him into your life to do it for
you.” And as he parted from him at the
station, he said, “John, will you give Him
a chance?” With that Drummond was
away.

A year passed, during which time the
Professor had not heard anything of what
had happened. Then he found himself
going back to pay his friends another visit;
and as he sat in the train he suddenly re-
called the whole business. He wondered
if he would see John, or if he had been
dismissed. When the train drew up to
the platform the first man he saw was
John. He came along the platform, and,
touching his hat, said, “I've given Him the
reins, sir””—The Flame.

A rising young lawyer got filled with
the Spirit, and the next day said to his
client, “I cannot plead your case. | have
a retainer from the Lord Jesus”; and he
became one of the mightiest preachers
the world has ever seen.

A fashionable woman got the baptism,
and God gave her power to break away
from her worldly set and surroundings,
live wholly for Him, and gave her an
influence that girdled the globe.—Selected.

Why God Spoils Our Plans

Sir James Thornhill painted the cupola
of that world-famous structure St. Paul's
Cathedral in London. He was compelled
to work while standing on a swinging
scaffold far above the pavement. One day
when he had finished a detail on which
he had spent days of painstaking effort,
he stopped and began to estimate his
work. So well had he succeeded that he
was lost in wonder and admiration. As
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he stood there gazing at the structure, he
began to move backward slowly in order
to get a better view, forgetting where he
was. A man who was with him became
suddenly aware that one more backward
step would mean a fatal fall. Quick as
a flash he made with his own brush a
sweeping stroke across the picture. The
abstracted artist stopped and rushed for-
ward, crying out in anger and dismay;
but when his companion explained his
strange action the great artist burst into
expressions of gratitude.

Some day we shall thank God for every
loss sustained in this life, for every
shattered idol, for every disrupted plan.
—Source Not Known.

In his interesting book, “Some to Be
Pastors,” Dr. Peter H. Pleune, pastor of
the Highland Presbyterian Church, Louis-
ville, tells the story of a lonely old sheep-
herder out on the Western plains. In the
evening when the sheep were safely
housed for the night, he had his radio. But
in the daytime the only solace for his
loneliness was his violin. One day he
wrote the radio station asking that the
note A be sounded on the studio piano
so that he could tune his violin. This was
done, and later he wrote his thanks, say-
ing, “Now I'm in tune.”

The Accepted Time

There trudged along a Scotch highway
years ago a little, old-fashioned mother.
By her side was her boy. The boy was

going out into the world. At last the
mother stopped. She could go no farther.
“Robert,” she said, “promise me some-

thing?” “What?” asked the boy. “Promise
me something?” said the mother again.
The boy was as Scotch as his mother, and
he said, “You will have to tell me before

I will promise.” She said: “Robert, it is
something you can easily do. Promise
your mother?” He looked into her face
and said, “Very well, Mother, | will do

anything you wish.” She clasped her
hands behind his head, pulled his face
down close to hers, and said, “Robert
you are going into a wicked world. Begin
every day with God. Close every day
with God.” Then she kissed him, and
Robert Moffat says that kiss made him
a missionary. And Joseph Parker says
that when Robert Moffat was added to
the kingdom of God, a whole continent
was added with him. There are critical
times in the history of souls. “Now is
the accepted time; now is the day of sal-
vation.”—J. W. Chapman.
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The Great Commandment

“A slaveholder had committed the care
of one of his teams to a faithful slave for
some years; at last one of them died.
While the slave was burying the faithful
animal, the other horse came across the
field and stood by, watching the operation
as a silent mourner.

The master said to the slave, “l believe
Dick loved Billy.” Instantly the slave re-
plied, “’'Course he did massa; why they
pulled together for twenty years!” It is
the pulling together of the various Chris-
tian forces against the common enemy and
for a common cause that will unite the
hearts of the followers of the Master.”—
J. W. Knopp, D. D.

God’s Warning

“When thine heart be lifted up.”

“A little watch so delicately strung, dis-
satisfied with its little sphere in a lady’s
pocket, envied Big Ben, the great tower
clock, as one day it passed with her lady-
ship over Westminster Bridge. ‘I wish
| could be up there,’ said the little watch,
I could then serve the multitude.” You
shall have your opportunity, little watch,’
said the lecturer, and he dramatically de-
scribed the little watch drawn up the tow-
er by a slender thread. When it reached
the top the lecturer said, ‘Where are you,
little watch? | cannot see you.” Then,
pausing a little while said, ‘It's elevation
has become its annihilation.” "—British
Weekly.

0

Divine Requirements

“Our choice in life must be a cubic
choice. It must have three dimensions.
First, it must be very high, as high as |
can reach with my life. Next, it must be
very broad, covering all the powers of my
life—mind, voice, hands, feet. And then
it must be very long—run out seventy
years. If that be the sum of my days on
earth, | cannot afford to swap horses in
the middle of the stream. | cannot afford
to change my course at thirty or forty. We
are to make the highest, the broadest, and
the longest possible.”—A. McKenzie, D. D.

Self-control

“Anger is a sort of madness but it is
also swift mischief: and a mad moment
may ruin a lifetime. Unless early checked,
a fiery temper becomes one’'s master. Its
best antidote is the study of the Great Ex-
ample—a timely cultivation of self-control
under divine aid. ‘He that is slow to
anger is better than the mighty, and he
that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh
a city.’"—Youth’s Companion.
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B OOKS

The Christ of the American Road, by
Dr. E. Stanley Jones. Any book by E.
Stanley Jones is well worth the reading.
He is a true evangelical Christian, a man
of keen spiritual insight and a stimulating
writer. This book analyzes our own na-
tion in the light of its Christian heritage
and shows how Christ has worked in our
national life. Speaking of this work of
Christ the author says, “What a Christ
this is! taking energies and pioneering
spirit of a people gathered from all climes
and all races, and in spite of all their sins
and prejudices welding them into a living
whole until they become perhaps the most
united nation on earth, and perhaps the
greatest . ... Christ has done this? Yes,
for without His spirit working at the heart
of this American civilization—cleansing,
inspiring, uniting—this civilization would
not have been possible. He is the cement
that holds it together. Through its cen-
trifugal forces and its dividing sins it
would fall to pieces tomorrow without
Him. He is the most cleansing, construc-
tive, potent force working within the soul
of this people—and its one hope .... A
big claim? It is! But as we trace how
Christ's spirit has been woven into the
beginnings, the continuous history, and
the future of this people, you will prob-
ably come to the conclusion that there is
more there than can be told. In this book
I have only glimpsed it. Some day we
may grasp it, and grasp it on a wide scale,
so that we may lay hold on His cleansing
and regenerating power to remake and
guide this dynamic entity called America.”
The book is a challenge to cast off our un-
American and un-Christian “hesitations”
and walk boldly the American Road with
Christ. Premillennialists will not agree
with the author's interpretation of the
kingdom, but it is a book that all ministers
will be profited by reading. (Abingdon-
Cokesbury), price $1.00.

Inspiration Plus Revelation Equals
the Bible, by Dr. Harry Rimmer. This
author is a widely known preacher and
lecturer among the Fundamentalist
groups. His writings are always interest-
ing, interspersed with many illustrations
mostly gathered from his own experience.
In this volume Dr. Rimmer gives his views
of the inspiration of the Bible. He says,
“When we say ‘by inspiration of God’
we literally mean that the Spirit of God
carefully and rigidly supervised the con-
struction of the Holy Book word by word
and line by line, overseeing the labors of
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all writers whom He used as amanuenses
of His will and purpose............. Revela-

tion is always supernatural, it owes no-
thing to the experience, ability or wisdom
of the writer through whom the revelation
is recorded, and is the only logical ex-
planation for the mystery of prophecy and
the illumination of eschatology. Both are
required to form the Bible—for the Word
of God is the product of inspiration plus
revelation, and is thus the one source of
assured knowledge of eternal things.” The
titles of the five chapters of the book are:
The Meaning of Inspiration, The Final
Authority, The Spoken Word, The Cli-
max of Revelation, and The Technique of
Revelation. It is written in a popular
style, and is not claimed by the author to
be an exhaustive study of the subject.
The preacher of our group desiring to
make a careful study of this subject will
find the discussion on Inspiration of the
Scriptures in Christian Theology by Dr. H.
Orton Wiley much more helpful and satis-
fying than this book by Dr. Rimmer.

(Eerdmans Publishing Company), price
$1.00.
If Christ Had not Come and Other

Evangelistic Sermons, by Jarrette Aycock.
A book of ten sermons, each of which has
an appealing and illuminating message,
by the well-known evangelist, now Dis-
trict Superintendent of our Kansas City
District, Rev. Jarrette Aycock. The books
of this popular preacher and writer have
sold by the thousands; one of his booklets
has passed through many editions until
now over seventy thousand copies have
been sold. His messages are always filled
with truth, presented in a clear and force-
ful manner and make their appeal direct
to the heart. This is a book preachers
will enjoy reading, it has many helpful
suggestions of sermonic and illustrative
value; the laymen will be greatly blessed
by its message. (Printed by Zondervan,
at the request of our sales department),
price $1.25.

The Church in a Crisis, by Dr. Harold
W. Reed, former Dean of Religion of
Bethany-Peniel College, now pastor of
our church at Newton, Kansas. This is a
challenging message for the church in this
day of crisis. It deserves a wide distribu-
tion. (Beacon Hill Press), paper bound,
price 25c.
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1000 Sermon Outlines, by T. W. Calla-
way, Pastor, St. Elmo Baptist Church,
Chattanooga, Tenn. The author calls these
“threefold scriptural outlines.” He deals
with each book of the Bible. Strictly
speaking, they are not outlines; more,
there are three suggestions under each
of the one thousand themes. Some of
them seem worthless as outlines, but there
are a large number of very valuable sug-

gestions presented. (Zondervan), price
$1.25.
The Saviour’'s Invitation and Other

Evangelistic Sermons, by the well-known
evangelist, the converted Jew, Hyman
Appleman. Eighteen evangelistic messages,
which the author says, “were preached
in burning anxiety, in pleading earnest-
ness, in yearning appeal for the salvation
and consecration of souls.” The author
is a Baptist and occasionally doctrines
peculiar to this group are stressed, but
generally they are sermons that will help
and inspire the preacher as well as the
layman. Pastors will find this book help-
ful in stimulating thoughts for evangelistic
messages. (Zondervan), price $1.50.

Eddie Rickenbacker— God Still Answers
Prayer, by Lind Swarthout. Here is a
fascinating story of a popular hero of this
day. Particularly does the author em-
phasize the answers to prayer in his life
as he records his biography, telling of his
struggles as a fatherless boy of young
age, an enterprising industrialist, World-
War | hero, famous aviator, and climaxing
the book with his thrilling experience on
the raft in the Pacific and the miraculous
answer to prayer for his deliverance.
Adults will enjoy this book and it will
have a special appeal to young people
and boys. (Zondervan), price $1.25.

Martin Luther, The Formative Years,
being the story of the first thirty-four
years of his life, by Barend Klaas Kuiper.
A reprint of a popular edition first printed
in 1933. (Eerdmans), price $1.50.

The March of Truth, Twenty Historical

Miniatures, by Dr. Stephen Szabo; with
twenty pen drawings by Reynold H.
Weidenaar. The publisher's note says:

“The March of Truth is geography, church-
history, and literature in a combined and
condensed, new and modern form; written
by one who knows the places from his
own personal travels, who is a historian
of the truest and most accurate type, and
who is a skilled writer of long experi-
ence.” The aim of the author is to make
the reader see what Savonarola saw, to
know what Wycliff knew, to believe what
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Knox believed, and to make him feel
what Luther felt, and to will what Calvin
willed. While these miniatures are the
stories of individuals, at the same time
the reader is given a fine picture of the
great men, events and movements of the
mighty Reformation. (Eerdmans), price
2.50.

Backsliders of the Bible, by D. B. Eas-

tep, Pastor, Calvary Baptist Church of
Covington, Ky. Seven messages on back-
sliding. Dr. Herbert Lockyer in the In-

troduction says: “In a unique way the
author of this study dealing with the
backsliders of the Bible has personalized
the influences responsible for our de-
parture from God.” (Zondervan), paper
bound, price 50c.

An Interrelated Analysis of the Bible,
by A. D. Eberhart. The author has worked
out a biographical grouping of biblical
material which is an aid to tracing the
course of sacred history, for says he, “The
story of the Bible is essentially the story
of its leading characters. It is only
by comparing scripture with scripture that
a comprehensive knowledge thereof can
be obtained.” The ruling purpose of this
analysis of the Bible is to exhibit in clear
outlines the interrelation of its constituent
parts. In the judgment of the author, this
purpose is best attained by a judicious
combination of the chronological and the
topical methods in the arrangement of the
scripture text. And in this effort the
author has done a commendable piece
of work. This book will be found help-
ful not only for private Bible study but
also for group class work. (The Methodist
Publishing House, Pittsburgh, Pa.), paper
bound, price 75c.

Teaching the Multitudes, by Minor C.
Miller, General Secretary, Virginia Coun-
cil of Religious Education. A guidance
manual in weekday religious education.
(The Beacon Publishers), price $2.00.

Youth Looks at Liguor, a series of
addresses given by fifteen young people
from fourteen states in the South and the
District of Columbia in the Better Speak-
ers Tournament of the Youth-wide Train-
ing Union Assembly (Baptist) at Ridge-
crest in the summer of 1943. These ad-
dresses are printed here just as the young
people gave them. They are a true rep-
resentation of the views of the best young
people on beverage alcohol. (Baptist Sun-
day School Board), paper bound, price
thirty cents.
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Thus It Is Written, The Missionary
Motif in the Scriptures, by Henry Cornell
Goerner, Associate Professor of Compara-
tive Religion and Missions in the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville,
Ky. The author says, “This book was
written as an aid in the study of the mis-
sionary theme in the Bible.” The five
chapter headings are: The Universal Pur-
pose of God, The Role of the Chosen
People, The World Mission of the Messiah,
The Holy Spirit and the Nations, and The
Church, The Christian and the Consum-
mation. (Broadman Press), paper covers,
price fifty cents.

Rubies from Ruth, An Exposition of the
Book of Ruth, by Dr. W. G. Heslop.
The latest addition to the author’s series
of Bible study books, this book will be
enthusiastically received by those who
have been helped by his previous books.
In this book Dr. Heslop, one of our Naza-
rene evangelists, uses the verse-by-verse
method of interpretation, giving interest-
ing explanations of the types and symbols
presented in the narrative with many
practical applications of the truths found
therein. His section “Light from Other
Lamps,” which is a compilation of sermon

outlines, seed thoughts and suggestions,
will be found exceedingly helpful to
preachers. (Zondervan), price $1.25.

Carols of the Ages, by Edna Rait Hut-
ton. The music of Christmas is universally
loved but not so well understood. This
book fills a distinct need for material that
will supply both understanding and ap-
preciation. Many countries and many
centuries have made their contribution to
the wealth of Christmas hymns and carols.
Too few of the best of these are known,
rhis book will leave the reader enriched
in heart and mind. A really worth-while
Christmas service based on the materials
in the book concludes the last chapter.
—R. E. swim.

The Comfort of God, Preaching in Sec-
ond Corinthians, by Dr. Harold J. Ock-
jnga, minister of Park Street Church,
3oston, Mass. The author presents a ser-
es of thirty-one fine expository mes-
sages on Paul's Second Epistle to the
Corinthian church. They are evangelical

in content, the product of much study,
and are presented in a clear, appealing
manner. Any pastor will find this book
helpful for personal reading in giving him
a better understanding of the message
of this very important book of the Bible,
and in providing him with many helpful
suggestions for sermon material. The au-
thor is not Wesleyan in his teaching on
entire sanctification, but even in his dis-
cussion on this theme he gives many
helpful thoughts which we “Wesleyans”
need to consider. (Revell), price $2.50.

At the Master's Feet, A Series of Ex-
pository Sermons from the Sermon on the
Mount, by H. H. Hargrove, pastor of
Columbus Avenue Baptist Church of
Waco, Texas. Here are nine thought-pro-
voking messages. In each message the
author first elaborates and applies the
truth found in the section of scripture
and follows that with a discussion of the
use the apostles and other New Testament
writers made of the same truths. It is
a Baptist book hence does not emphasize
the Wesleyan teaching. (Boardman),
price $1.50.

God's Answer to Man’'s Doubts, by Dr,
William Ward Ayer, Pastor, Calvary Bap-
tist Church, New York City. The author
of this stimulating volume has watched
men battling doubts, and in this book he
shouts triumphantly, “God has the an-
swer!” He goes to the only source of sta-
bility in our scientific age—the Bible—
and gives us Scripture’'s reassuring con-
crete answers to man’s questions, doubts
and perplexities. There are ten messages
in the book of 142 pages. (Zondervan),
price $1.25.

Builders of a New Africa, compiled by
Nan F. Weeks. Biographical sketches and
accounts of the accomplishments of five
pioneer Southern Baptist missionaries in
Africa. (Boardman Press), paper bound,
price fifty cents.

With Christ in a Shell Hole, by Dr.
C. Gordon Brownville, pastor of Tremont
Temple Baptist Church in Boston, Mass.
Nine evangelistic messages taken from the
author’s experience as a soldier in World
War I. (Zondervan), price $1.50.
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Alive, 74; "Marvelous Grace" 143; The Mystery
of Christ, 211; The Manifold Wisdom of God, 278
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Ilustrations

Accepted Time, The, 400; Bricks versus Jesus, The, 64;
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Duties to God, 266; Good for Evil, 264; Gabriel Mows
the Lawn, 63; God's Warning, 400; Great Commandment,
The, 400; He Could Calm a Stormy Heart, 336; Heart
Religion, 128; Heavenly >Breezes, 337; Human Ambition,

(405) 65



337; I-Ain't Movement, The, 64; | Am the Door, 336;
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Always the Bible, 183; Answered Prayer, 48; Appro-
priating Faith, 251; Christ Is the Way, 49; Church or
an Audience, A, 250; Delights of Soul-winning, The, 381;
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ship, 46; Thanksgiving, 376; Unbeliever, The, 315; Up
from Defeat, 315; What Christ Said, 315; What Makes a
Nation Great, 248; Where Are the Reapers? 248.

Preacher’'s English, The
Leewin B. Williams, 375.

Searching Truths for Ministers
“"Cherith", 374; Daily Questionnaire, 245; Get Ahead of
Yourself, 312; Holy Power, 313; Passion for Souls, 374;
Sealed Fountains, 312; Twas a Sheep (poem), 313; Work-
er's Creed, The, 312.
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Sermon Outlines
(Indexed by titles, alphabetically)

Abraham Walked by Faith, 386; A Three-act Thriller,
385; At the Heart of Thanksgiving, 382; "Alone with
God," 51; Benefits of God's Presence, The, 387; Beauti-
ful Garments, 323; Blessed in Believing, 329; Cause
of Evil Doing, The, 259; Children's Day: Why Become
a Christian Early in Life? 194; Christ and Young Peo-
ple, 321; Christ Our Keeper, 186; Christ, the Door, 55;
Christ's Viewpoint of the Church, 259; Christian Alertness,
261; Christian Stewardship, The, 324; Christian's Rela-
tion to the World, The, 124; Discipleship versus Modern
Christianity, 324; Divine Invitation, A, 322; Easter
Meditation, An, 118; Effective Evangelism, Helpful Sug-
gestions for, 326; Entire Sanctification, 318; "Em-

manuel: God With Us" 384; Examples of Thankfulness,
An, 382; Exhortation to Praise, An, 383; Expository Out-
lines (no title), 191, 390; Fellowship of the Cross, The,
119; Gleams from Gethsemane, 254; Glorious Church,
The," 123; God as Builder, 385; God is Faithful, 390;
Guidance of God, The, 387; God-touched Lives, 53; God's
Financial Plan, 54; God's Picture of True Motherhood,

192; God's Victory Gardens, 118; Grace of Forgiveness,
The, 124; Great Deliverance, The 54; Great Things About

Belshazzar's Feast, 187; Hannah, a Real Mother, 192;
Heart Holiness or Holiness Completed, 58; Heirs of
Hope, 388; Heavenly Guest, The, 252; Heavenly Seekers

from Earthly Environments, 55; Holiness and Evangelism,
52; Holiness and the Second Coming, 57; Holiness and
Victorious Living, 56; Holy, 254; Hope that Hallows,
The, 190; Hymn Singing versus True Christian Living,
319; Influencing Others, 187; Iron in Your Soul, 253;
Journey of Life, The, 320; Lost Sheep, The, 320;
Measure of Our Stewardship, The, 189; Meeting Per-
sonal Needs, 258; Memories of Mother, 192; Nearness of
Salvation by Faith, The, 185; Need for Spiritual Re-
serves, A, 120; Peace with God, 188; Pentecost, 120;
Power of Faith, The, 123; Prayer, 255; Prayer that
Moves God, 186; Precious Things, 326; Prepare to Meet
Thy God," 122; Puzzling Problem, A, 187; (Prayer
Meeting Messages from the Psalms, 330, 392); Redemption
Revealed, 328; Safety of the Godly, The, 260; Seeing the
Unseen, 52; Salvation by Christ, 383; Sons of God, 389;
Spirit-filled Life, The, 258; Steadfastness, 122;
Stubborn Soul, The, 188; Successful Laborer, The, 252; Suf-
ficiency of Christian Experience, The, 327; Suspended Tes-
timony, The, 255; Sustaining Power of God, The, 256; Table
in the Wilderness, A ,120; Theology of the Repentant Thief,
The, 123; Thanksgiving, 383; Trials and Triumph,
387; Three Important Questions, 185; Tithing, God's
Financial Plan for His Church, 51; Transforming Grace,
The, 257; Unquenchable Fire, 320; Walking in Agree-
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260; What Kind of Master Have You? 185; What Mis-
sionary Ministry Means, 187; Will Our Mothers Save
Our Nation? 192; Worth of the Soul, The, 258; Worthy
of Imitation, 189; Worthy Walk in Ephesians 5, The, 323.
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Genesis 32:24, 51; Deut. 8, 382; Deut. 30:6-20, 185;
Joshua 24, 187; | Sam. 1:1-28, 192; | Sam. 10:26, 53; |
Kings 18:36-37, 186; Il Kings 6:17, 52; Il Kings 6.:8-23,
123; Il Chron. 12:14, 259; Job 13:15, 188; Psalm 4, 260;
Psalm 16:8, 387; Psalm 16:11, 320; Psalm 40:4, 329;
Psalm 78:9-29, 120; Psalm 91:3, 54; Psalm 99:9, 254;
Psalm 103, 383; Psalm 126:6, 252; Psalm 137:2,
255; Psalm 122, Prayer Meeting Message, 330; Psalm 123,
Prayer Meeting Message, 332; Psalm 147:1-6, 385; Prov.
3:6, 387; Prov. 31:10-29, 192; Eccles. 12:1, 194; Song of
Solomon 4:16, 118; Song of Solomon 6:10, 123; Isa
45:22, 322; Daniel 5:1-9, 187; Amos 3:1-8, 121;
Amos 4:2, 122; Malachi 3:8-12, 51; Malachi 3:10, 54.

(New Testament)

Matt. 1:23, 384; 3:11, 12, 320; 5:48-58; 6:9-15, 124;
25:8, 120; 26:36-46, 254; 26:30, 319; 28:18-20, 326;
Mark 8:36, 258; 10:17-22, 321; Luke 12:15-34, 260;

12:35-48, 261; 15:1-7, 320; 15:11-32, 385; 23:40-42,
123; John 10:9-55; 14:15-18, 252; 15:8, 189; 19:27,
192, Acts 1:8, 56,258;2:1-8, 184; 2:4, 120; 4:23-33,

255; 13:1-3, 52; Romans 12:1-2, 257; | Cor. 15:58,
122; 11 Cor. 2:14, 382; 11:23-32, 387; Gal. 5:5, 388;
Ephesians 5:1-21, 390; 5, 323; 5:18, 258; 5:23-32, 259;
Phil 4:6, 383; 4:18, 253; Col. 1:20-29, 191; | Thes.
4, 57; 5:23, 318; | Tim. 1:4-7, 327; Titus 2:11-14,
191; Heb. 11:16, 55; 11, 386; James 5:16, 187; | Peter
1:5, 186; | Peter 1:18-19, 326; | Peter 5:8-11, 256;
11 Peter 3:11 ,184; 1 John 1:10, 390; 1 John 3:1-10,
389; 1 John 3:3, 190; 5:20, 328.
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A B C’s of Christian Doctrine

By D. Shelby Corlett, D.D.

This is a third title in the ABC's series by
Dr. Corlett. It contains questions and an-
swers covering the entire range of doc-
trine believed in and taught by the Church
of the Nazarene. Proof texts from the
Scriptures are quoted throughout.

The divisions are as follows:

< What Is Christianity?
= The Christian's Book
= The Christian Belief in God
= The Christian View of Man
< The Way of Salvation
« The Christian Church
= Christianity and the Future

Convenient size, 3\t X 6 inches. Attrac-
tive cover design printed in colors.
Prices: One copy 10c; 12 copies 75c;
100 or more at 5c each, postpaid

< A New Book of Sermons
by Jarrette Aycock

3fC k ridt J”lad InMjot C™ome

Ten rich, refreshing sermons from the pen of one of the best known
evangelists and preachers in the Church of the Nazarene. In order to
give this volume the wide circulation it deserves it has been printed by
another publisher. We commend it to every minister and layman in
our connection. There is inspiration in every page.

The sermon subjects are: If Christ Had Not Come, The Home Over
There, The Cross, The Value of the Soul, What Think Ye of Christ?
Salvation, The Book of Revelation, The Holy Spirit, Christ Our Passover,
The Amazing Book.

Ten sermons; 131 pages. Price $1.25

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
2923 Troost Ave., Box 527, Kansas City 10, Mo.



NEW BOOKS
of Interest to Preachers

e Christ and this Crisis

By Samuel M. Shoemaker. Fourteen sermons that emphasize the need for a vital re-
ligion, for a positive faith and a conviction born of a definite religious experience. Here
is at once a challenge and a tonic for these days. Here are inspiration, stimulation and
practical suggestions for improvement. S1.50

e The Christ of the American Road

By E. Stanley Jones. A challenge to cast off our un-American and un-Christian "hesi-
tations" and walk boldly the American Road with Christ. $1.00

= Evangelism Today

By Samuel M. Zwemer. A fresh, invigorating study of the type of evangelism needed
today. The author's thesis is that a vital, sin-revealing message is essential—of vastly
more importance than machinery or methods. S1.50

e For We Have this Treasure

By Paul Scherer. The Yale Lectures on Preaching for 1943. Strong in argument, brilliant
in style, salted with epigram and humor. No minister can read these six addresses
without being helped. S$2.00

= Great lllustrations

By Fred T. Fuge. Forty illustrations taken from the author's life experiences as a
sailor, evangelist and pastor. He has been for many years a minister in the Church of
the Nazarene. $1.25

« Great Interviews of Jesus

By Clarence E. Macartney. The author feels that the personal touch and word fre-
quently counts more than utterances made to the crowd. Therefore he has prepared these
fifteen messages based on the personal interviews of Jesus. They take in the entire
ministry of the Master—heaven, earth and hell. $1.50

= Living Zestfully

By Clovis G. Chappell. Sixteen sermons on themes closely related to the problems of
everyday living. As wusual Dr. Chappell's messages are enlivened with carefully
chosen illustrations. $1.50

= Prayer Meeting Topics
By Vivian Ahrendt. Twenty-five topics presented, each one in detail. Material is in-
cluded suitable for special days such as Easter, Christmas, etc. $1.25

« The Superiority of Christianity

By Clinton J. Bushey, a member of the faculty of Olivet Nazarene College. The book is
divided into three parts: (1) Primitive Religions and Their Origin; (2) Non-Christian Re-
ligions; (3) Christianity as the Revealed Religion Compared with Other World Religions.

$1.50

« The Triumphs of Faith

By G. Campbell Morgan. Eighteen sermons based on faith, most of them centering on
the faith of a Bible character such as Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, lIsaac, Jacob and
others. All of them are models of expository preaching. $2.00
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