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WHAT YOU WANT TO TALK ABOUT
Bible-based, life-related studies for  

Small Groups, Sunday School Classes, and Personal Discoveries

T H E

A DOWN-TO-EARTH LOOS AT HOLINESS

IS TOO 
PROUD?

HOW TO 
BATTLE 
TEMPTATION 
ChwtnK. Swlmlo#

S T E P H E N  M .  M I L L E R .  E D I T O R

Our curiosity about our own death and the end of the 
world can easily turn to fear. But as Christians, we 
have hope in Jesus Christ. Topics include: Death, 
Heaven and Hell, The Second Coming, The 
Antichrist, Bodily Resurrection.
HH083-411-5794

Could it be that we get less from worship ser­
vices than we should because we haven't reflect­
ed enough on what ought to take place in them? 
Here’s help for those who want to know what God 
expects!
HH083-411-5816

God calls us to live a holy life— we should be 
able to explain it in clear, precise language. How 
to Live the Holy Life is written by people who 
understand holiness and know how to explain it 
well.
HH083-411-1039

T f T - f — • 0  t W

■  U nfair 
ait Expecta tions. 

Discipline.

Anger, Solving, 
Problems,

James Dobson, 
ja y  Kesler.
Cliff Scbimmels, 
and Other 
Cbrislian iJarents

The Church’s 
Job.

E V E R E T T  L E A D I N G H A M

■ W ORRY
■ TEM PTATIO N  
■ JU D G IN G  OTHERS
■ SABBATH 
■ T H E P O O R  
■ H E A U N G  
■ D E A T H
■ HYPOCRISY
■ DIVORCE 
■ N E W  BIRTH
■ H O L Y  LIVING
■ FO RG IV ING
■ HAPPINESS 
IiIaw*auaciaE2»i
■m m MmmmmmmnmmmihmH!

James Dobson, Jay Kesler, and other Christian 
parents give insights on topics such as discipline, 
unfair expectations, solving problems together, 
teaching independence, and more.
HH083-411-4518

Learn from Scripture what Jesus said about 
worry, temptation, judging others, forgiveness, 
the Sabbath, the poor, healing, death, hypocrisy, 
divorce, new birth, holy living, and happiness. 
HH083-411-1713

Have you ever asked, “How can I ever hope to 
master the Bible?” The real issue is, Are you 
w illing to be mastered by it? Rekindle the spark 
of reading the Scriptures.
HH083-411-7002

O n l y  $ 6 .2 5  e a c h !
( l e a d e r ’s  g u id e s  a v a i la b le )

To order  cal l

1 - 800 - 877*0700
(Fax: 1 800 849 9827)
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=  General 
Superintendent’s VIEWPOINT

The Lay Revolution
ajor transitions are oc­
curring today in the life 
of the Church as new  
structures, m inistries, 
and ways o f proclaim­
ing the love of God in 
Christ are developing. 

For one thing, the laity are rediscover­
ing themselves and the fact that they, 
too, have a ministry. This rediscovery 
o f one o f the Church’s richest re­
sources for ministry may be the great­
est discovery o f our day as we rush 
toward the third m illennium . The 
hope of the ministering Church is an 
informed, inspired, and committed 
laity.

One o f the primary tasks o f the 
c ler ica l m inister is to equip the 
“saints,” the people of God, the laity, 
for works of ministry. Ephesians 4:11- 
12 says: “And He Himself gave some 
to be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers, fo r  the equ ipping o f  the 
saints fo r the work o f ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ” ( n k j v , 

emphasis added).
Clearly, the function of the special­

ly called men and women we know as 
evangelists, pastors, and teachers is 
not to try to do all the ministering or 
service. This is neither desirable nor 
possible. Rather, their function is to 
prepare, equip, train, and challenge 
those commonly called “the laity” to 
do the work of God in the world.

The Church must grasp anew this 
biblical teaching and dramatize the 
truth that every Christian is a witness 
and a missionary. We must accept and 
develop the role o f the layperson in 
the exercise of spiritual ministries.

For too long, our em phasis on 
laypersons has been inspired by prag­
matic reasons, rather than biblical or 
theological ones. The layperson has

by John A. Knight

been thoroughly dom esticated , 
viewed as a pawn to be mobilized for 
secondary purposes, rather than as an 
expression of the Church and its call­
ing and function in the world. We 
have thought primarily in terms of en­
listm ent and only occasionally  in 
terms of a truly biblical conception of 
the Church.

But the lay revolution we are talk­
ing about goes much deeper than sim­
ply “laymen’s work.” It is concerned 
with laypersons as an essential part of 
the Church’s life and mission, and not 
primarily as an insufficiently tapped 
reservoir of manpower.

EVERY CHRISTIAN IS 

A WITNESS AND A 

MISSIONARY.

Dr. Kenneth Chafin said, “Today’s 
laymen would like to feel that there is 
more to being a follower o f Christ 
than voting yes on all the recommen­
dations that come from the church 
board, or more than coming to the 
church on Saturday to put a new  
linoleum in the kitchen.”

Every person in the Church must be 
summoned to occupy the right place 
in regard to serving God’s purpose. 
Nobody is “out of the action.” More 
and more of our laypeople and minis­
ters are catching this vision.

The responsible participation of the 
laity in the discharge of the Church’s

divine calling is not primarily a matter 
of idealism, enthusiasm, or organiza­
tional efficiency. It is fundamentally 
and forem ost a new grasp o f  the 
meaning of the gospel. The Church 
does not exist merely to energize its 
constituents for well-meaning projects 
of society—but to save souls!

Spren Kierkegaard said most peo­
ple think of the church as a drama—  
the preacher is the star actor, God is 
the Prompter, the people are the crit­
ics. The truth is that the preacher is 
the prompter (the equipper), people 
are the actors, and God is the Critic 
(Judge).

Ayres, in his book The Ministry of 
the Laity, wrote: “If you are a Chris­
tian, you are already a minister. You 
may be surprised, alarmed, pleased, 
antagonized, suspicious, acquiescent, 
scornful, or enraged. Nevertheless, 
you are a minister of Christ.” Through 
the power of the Spirit, Christ is able 
to create out of all kinds of people 
men and women who are spiritually 
responsible and effective.

Let’s appeal to our laypeople in the 
name of Christ on the basis of what 
they are by the nature and calling of 
Christ’s Church as the “people of 
God” (laos), sent into the world for 
witness and service. It is this vision of 
the Church that seems to be coming 
into focus, and I pray will increasing­
ly impact the life o f the Church in 
revolutionary ways.

Only as this revo­
lution takes deep  
rootage throughout 
our great Zion dur­
ing this new qua- 
drennium will “Holi­
ness— the M essage 
of Hope” bring a de­
spairing world to 
know Jesus Christ,

A u g u s t  1 9 9 7 1
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Who Is He?

Michael R. Estep is director o f the Com­
munications Division, Church o f the 
Nazarene.

Do y o u  k n o w  who is older than the 
denomination, is still training minis­
ters, continues as a 
faithful member of his 
loca l congregation , 
and is the father of the 
pastor o f the mother 
church of the denomi­
nation?

Husband, Lott,
Chopfield, Bowman,
Adams, Ballard, and 
Johnson all know who 
he is. So should you!

Born in Chatta­
nooga, Tennessee, ear­
ly in the new 20th  
century (1902), it ap­
pears he will be here 
to bring in another new millennium in 
active ministry in the Church of the 
Nazarene.

Called to the ministry in 1920, he 
has given himself to pastoring, teach­
ing, and leading educational institu­
tions.

He loves to sing, and even to this 
day he will climb the steps into the 
choir loft to join his local church choir 
in singing unto the Lord.

There are pastors in our Zion today 
as a direct result of his love, care, and

concern. Beyond each of these giving 
credit to the God who called them, 
they would stand in force to say with­
out the dedicated and inclusive ser­
vice of their mentor, they would not 
be ministering today. Many would say 
that he and he alone made them into 
Nazarenes by his example of commit­
ment to his church.

Phineas F. Bresee may have been 
the founder o f the Church o f the 
Nazarene. H. F. R eynolds, R. T. 
W illiams, John W. Goodwin, J. B. 
Chapman, H. Orton W iley, G. B. 
W illiam son, Sam uel Young (and 
many more) may have been the early 
caretakers and leaders of our Zion. 
But this man stands just as tall in his 
contribution to who we are and who 

we as G od’s people 
must becom e in the 
21st century if we are 
to evangelize the har­
vest God has given  
our day.

Buildings have been 
named in his honor, 
scholarships estab­
lished, books written 
about him, and numer­
ous articles have in­
cluded a focus on him. 
He has met with near­
ly all o f  the current 
leaders of our church 
to offer advice and 

counsel. He has preached the holiness 
message to small Bible study groups 
and to auditoriums filled with hun­
dreds, if not thousands.

Today, one of his sons serves where 
Bresee did as the pastor of Los Ange­
les First Church of the Nazarene.

Who is he? R. W. Cunningham. A 
man of faith. A man of vision. A pio­
neer. A leader who helped to develop 
the current leaders in our African 
American Nazarene churches. A sign. 
That’s who he is. ^

M a n y  would say 
that he and he alone 

made them into 
Nazarenes by his 

example of commit­
ment to his church.

M IC H AEL R . ES TEP
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Porter and Bond Elected as General Superintendents
Jerry D. Porter, 47, superin­
tendent of the Washington 
District, was elected the 31st 
general superintendent of the 
Church of the Nazarene by 
the 24th General Assembly 
on the 11th ballot Wednes­
day, June 25. He was elected 
with a vote of 
590 of the 885 
votes cast, with 
590 votes re­
quired for the 
two-thirds ma­
jority needed for 
election.

Porter was 
warmly received 
by the Assembly 
and presented to 
the delegation by General Su­
perintendent William J. 
Prince. Porter said, “I love my 
church. . . . The Lord speaks 
to me through your vote.” He 
then asked for some time to 
consider the election.

After the lunch break, 
Porter returned to the plat­
form and graciously accepted 
the election. “I pledge to you 
by God’s grace that I will live 
in personal integrity and fan 
the flame of multicultural en­
thusiastic evangelism. I wish 
this assignment to be a 
bridge, not just to the new 
century, but across the dis­
tance that separates genera­
tions.” Porter then spoke in

Spanish, saying, “I am a 
bridge between the North 
American church and the rest 
of the world. . . . We are a 
great united family around 
the world.”

Porter has served as super­
intendent of the Washington 

District since 
May 1992. Prior 
to this, he was 
the director on 
the Mexico/Cen­
tral America Re­
gion, a position 
he held from 
1986 to 1992. 
He was rector of 
the Nazarene 
Seminary of the 

Americas in San Jose, Costa 
Rica, from 1979 to 1986. Be­
fore that, he was a missionary 
to the Dominican Republic 
for four years.

Porter holds a B.A. in reli­
gion and an M.A. in theology 
from Southern Nazarene Uni­
versity (SNU), and SNU 
granted him a doctor of di­
vinity in 1988. He and his 
wife, Toni, have a son, 
W illiam. Their daughter, 
Amy, died in 1995 of cancer.

Referring to his daughter, 
Porter said, “Amy embraced 
this quote and so do I: ‘God 
has every right and my per­
mission to rearrange my life in 
order to fulfill His purpose.’”

Jim Bond, 61, president of 
Point Loma Nazarene Col­
lege (PLNC), was elected the 
32nd general superintendent 
on the 13th ballot Wednes­
day, June 25. With 897 votes 
cast and 598 needed to elect, 
Bond received 643 votes.

When Bond was escorted to 
the platform and presented to 
the Assembly, he 
quipped, “I had 
very few people 
say to me this was 
going to happen.
I’m shocked— I 
do not have a 
dark suit with 
me!” General Su- 
p e r in te n d e n t  
William Prince 
r e s p o n d e d ,
“You’ll have to go get one,” 
much to the delegates’ delight. 
Bond requested time to talk 
with his wife and the Lord.

When Bond returned after 
lunch, he said to the Assem­
bly: “You have paid me the 
very highest compliment of 
my life— without question 
the signal honor that I’ve 
ever known. I am grateful, 
and I am humbled.”

After thanking his family, 
PLNC, and Nazarene Theo­
logical Seminary for the 
shaping influence they have 
had, he accepted the election. 
“I’m a weak man. A mortal

man. And I know it. But I al­
so know One who said that in 
my weakness His strength 
could be made perfect. . . .  I 
accept your vote. And I say 
give me your hand; give me 
your heart.”

President of PLNC since 
1983, Bond has had a distin­
guished career in education.

Before his tenure 
as president, he 
was assistant to 
the PLNC presi­
dent in charge of 
development op­
erations. Prior to 
his PLNC ser­
vice, Bond was 
chaplain and 
professor of the­
ology at Naza­

rene Bible College. Bond has 
pastored churches in Kansas, 
Wyoming, Idaho, Oklahoma, 
and Colorado. He also served 
for a brief time as a mission­
ary to Brazil.

Bond earned a B.A. from 
Pasadena C ollege (now  
PLNC), a master of divinity 
degree from Nazarene Theo­
logical Seminary, and the 
doctor o f ministry from 
Fuller Theological Seminary. 
He is also the recipient of two 
honorary degrees.

He and his w ife, Sally, 
have two married children 
and six grandchildren.

Incumbent GSs 
Reelected
The four incumbent general 
superintendents were reelect­
ed in the first plenary meet­
ing of the General Assembly 
on June 23. Each received a 
strong vote, as follows: John 
A. Knight, 98.0 percent; 
William J. Prince, 96.2 per­
cent; James H. Diehl, 97.0 
percent; and Paul G. Cun­
ningham, 96.8 percent.

General Assembly Votes to Merge Herald of 
Holiness and World Mission

By action of the 24th General 
Assembly, the Herald of Ho­
liness and W orld M ission  
magazines will 
be merged dur­
ing the 1997- 
2001 quadren- 
nium. This 
significant leg­
islation, which

supports the previous action 
of the General Board in Feb­
ruary, will necessitate several 

key decisions 
in the next 12 
to 18 months, 
namely, editor­
ship, name, 
cost, format, 
and design.

General Budget Now 
World Evangelism 
Fund
The 24th General Assembly 
voted to change the name of 
General Budget to World 
Evangelism Fund. This legis­
lation followed a similar res­
olution passed by the General 
NWMS Convention. The 
NWMS conducted a world­
wide survey that strongly fa­
vored a name change.
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NWMS Convention Elects Borbe as 
General President

NYI Convention Elects Oldham as 
General President

Beverlee Borbe was elected 
the new general NWMS presi­
dent on the fifth ballot during 
the General NWMS Conven­
tion. Borbe, from Auburn, 
Calif., has been active in 
NWMS for many years. Cur­
rently, she is the Sacramento 
District NWMS president and 
a General NWMS 
Council member.
Borbe is also the ed­
itor of the adult mis­
sion education cur­
riculum for NWMS 
and a member of the 
Mission Education 
Committee. Borbe 
and her husband,
Rich, have two chil­
dren, Diane and Dick.

“Bev Borbe brings years of 
experience to the general 
presidency of the NWMS,” 
said Nina Gunter, general 
NWMS director. “I am 
thrilled to be able to serve 
with her in the leadership of 
the mission support agency of 
the Nazarene church.”

The General NWMS 
Council for the 1997-2001 
quadrennium was elected. 
The regional representatives, 
of which 80 percent will be 
new, are: Africa, Joan Ben­
jamin; Asia-Pacific, Patricia 
Joliff; Canada, Margaret 
Rossiter; Caribbean, Mar­
garet Eversley; C entral 
U.S.A., Doris Dickey; East 
Central U.S.A., Sue Fox; 
Eastern U.S.A., Robert Pres­
cott; Eurasia, Elaine Danker; 
M exico/C en­
tral America,
Raquel Garcia 
de Hidalgo;
North Central 
U.S.A., Eunice 
B r u b a k e r ;
N o r t h w e s t  
U.S.A., Mary 
Winkle; South 
A m e r i c a ,

tral U.S.A., Jane Bowers; 
Southeast U.S.A., Dennis 
Moore; Southwest U.S.A., 
John Wilcox.

A highlight of the conven­
tion was the Thursday, June 
19, evening service with Dr. 
Nina Gunter bringing the 
message. The service con­

cluded with a pre­
sentation of the 
NWMS theme for 
the new quadrenni­
um, “Beyond 2000 
—Imagine the Har­
vest.” With m is­
sionary Harmon 
Schmelzenbach as 
narrator, partici­
pants were chal­

lenged to “Rekindle the 
Flam e,” “Respond with 
Love,” “Reach Our World,” 
and “Rejoice.” Active and re­
tired missionaries carried 
lighted crosses to the front of 
the Alamodome, laying them 
down and making them avail­
able for youth to take up. The 
200 crosses often had more 
than one hand on them as 
there were more youth than 
crosses.

As the convention closed 
on Friday, Gunter reminded 
the delegates: “Each of us is 
called of God to go to the 
harvest fields—to gather the 
harvest—to bring the lost to 
Jesus. Each one is important! 
Will you accept the challenge 
to bring the harvest one by 
one . . .  to make a difference 
for that one?”

Beverlee Borbe

Nazir Celesti- Young people holding up crosses, which symbol- 
no; South Cen- izes their willingness to obey God’s call.

The General NYI Convention 
elected Bruce Oldham gener­
al NYI president on the fifth 
ballot on Friday, June 20. 
Oldham, assistant to 
the president of 
Mount Vernon Naz­
arene College, has 
served as general 
NYI president for 
the past two years to 
complete an unex­
pired term. He has 
previously served as 
a local youth pastor, district 
NYI president, regional rep­
resentative to the General 
Council, and general NYI 
secretary. He and his wife, 
Peggy, have two children, 
Scott and Lyndsey.

Diedre Brower was elected 
as general NYI secretary on 
the fourth ballot. She had pre­
viously served as a local and 
district youth pastor and re­
gional representative to the 
General Council for the Eura­
sia Region. She currently 
pastors on the British Isles 
South District.

The following NYI council

members were elected: Africa, 
Issac Ndhlovu; Asia-Pacific, 
Jacob Urri; Canada, Bill Sun- 
berg; Caribbean, Lealand Hen­

ry; Central U.S.A., 
Dean Pennington; 
East Central U.S.A., 
Steve Wheeler; East­
ern U.S.A., Ken Stan­
ford; Eurasia, Diedre 
Brower; Mexico/Cen­
tral America, Javier 
Anzueto Hilerio; 
North Central U.S.A., 

Kendall Franklin; Northwest 
U.S.A., Gary Ringhiser; South 
America, Abraham Lopez; 
South Central U.S.A., Keith 
Newman; Southeast U.S.A., 
Greg Kennerly; Southwest 
U.S.A., Mike Archer; Early 
Youth Member-at-Large, Am­
ber Hoskins; Senior Youth 
Member-at-Large, Manuel 
Marquez; Young Adult Mem­
ber-at-Large, Neustander Es­
pinosa Cueras; NSLC Student 
Cochairman, Amy Lawyer.

In other action, the new 
quadrennial NYI theme, 
“Build a Bridge,” was adopt­
ed with enthusiasm.

Bruce Oldham

Nazarenes Impact San Antonio with Service 
Projects

A “ One H e a r t . .  . M an y  Hands” p ro j­
e c t vo lu n te e r.

More than 2,300 vol­
unteers, many of them 
teens, were involved 
in “One Heart . . .
Many Hands” projects 
in San Antonio prior 
to the General Con­
ventions and Assem­
bly. The workers ren­
ovated homes, built a 
Habitat for Humanity 
house, conducted sports clin­
ics, and coordinated Vacation 
Bible Schools.

Typical of the volunteers 
was George Boyle, a youth 
minister from West Virginia. 
He told the 21 teens working 
with him that honoring God 
was their first priority. “We 
need to let the others feel the

love of Christ,” Boyle said.
The Honorable Howard 

Peak, mayor of San Antonio, 
when greeting the General As­
sembly, said, “You are leav­
ing much more in San Anto­
nio than your dollars; you are 
leaving a part of yourselves 
. . . a legacy for us to enjoy 
long after you’re gone.”
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What About UFO Cults?
W ESLEY D . TRACY

U n t i l  H ea v en ’s G ate , I thought 
UFO cults were a parlor game that 
not even the members took serious­
ly. I have never watched even a sin­
gle episode of Star Trek.

But the Heaven’s Gate tragedy 
yanked my attention to books, peri­
odicals, and the Internet to learn 
about them. So let me share what I 
have been finding out.

I ’ve investigated more than a 
dozen UFO groups. Such outfits 
have been with us for hundreds of 
years. In the 18th century, Em ­
manuel Swedenborg claimed to have 
talked with aliens from other plan­
ets. In the 19th century, a number of 
persons, mostly psychics, claimed 
such contact.

This “heritage” form ed the 
launching pad for the UFO groups 
that have emerged in Europe and the 
United States during the 20th centu­
ry. The Encyclopedia o f American 
Religions (2nd ed., 1987) by J. Gor­
don Melton traces such early groups 
as The Heralds of the New Age, the 
Cosmon Research Foundation, 
Christ Brotherhood, Inc., the Cosmic 
Circle of Fellowship, Uranus-Sci- 
ence of Life, Cosmic Star Temple, 
Solar Light Center, White Star, Uni- 
versarian Foundation, Mark-Age, 
and others.

Most of these have not led their 
disciples to death like more recent 
cults, such as the Order of the Solar 
Temple, which produced 74 suicides 
in 1994 and 1995. Cult members 
sought to find their way to the star 
Sirius in order to escape to a new di­
mension of truth and absolution, “far 
from the hypocrisies of this world.” 
Nor have they matched the act of 
M arshall Herff Applewhite, who 
coaxed his disciples to submit to 
castration and then to eating poi­
soned pudding.

Applewhite, like all cult leaders, 
exercised a deadly power over devo­
tees. He was the son of a Presbyte­
rian preacher, a music teacher at a 
Catholic college, a songleader for 
Unitarian and Episcopal churches, 
and a homosexual. He also claimed 
to be Jesus, an extraterrestrial from 
the Level Above Human, and one of 
the two witnesses of Revelation (the 
other was his female consort, Bonnie 
Lu Nettles, who died in 1985). Ap­
plewhite, it is believed, was himself 
dying of cancer. No wonder it was 
time to catch the Hale-Bopp starship.

Characteristics of UFO Cults
The UFO cults are so diverse that 

they defy generalization. Neverthe­
less, some notions appear again and 
again.

For example, most all of them in­
terpret many happenings in history 
as UFO events. Mount Sinai burst­
ing with clouds and smoke and fire 
was a UFO contact with Moses. His 
earlier encounter with what appeared 
to be a burning bush was the same 
thing. Ezekiel’s vision of the wheel 
w ithin the wheel is universally  
claimed by UFO cults as a UFO en­
counter. The dimming of the sun at

the Crucifixion and the “dancing 
sun” at the Fatima shrine in 1917 
were too.

Another common denominator 
among most UFO/New Age cults is 
a gnosticism that regards the human 
body as inferior, even despicable. It 
is regarded as a shell, as a container i 
or “soul holder.” They regard the 
stereotypical space body—scrawny 
torso, small limbs, large head (signi­
fying a powerful intellect)—as supe­
rior to the beastlike human body.

All UFO cults believe that they 
are in touch with alien beings from 
som ew here else. Some say the 
“space brothers” are from distant 
planets. Other say they spring from a 
superior race from the inner earth, I 
w hile others say they are future 
earthlings with the kind of bodies 
and brains that the race will have at 1 
the peak of evolution.

Basic Kinds of UFO Cults
There seem to be two kinds of , 

UFO groups. The Aquarian/New 
Age groups tend to see the space 
visitors as friends come to lead us to 
a higher level of existence, to salva­
tion. Mixing New Age optimism, 
Eastern meditation, astral religion, j 
occultism, UFO lore, computer tech­
nology, science fiction, and distorted > 
Christianity, they believe that the I 
space brothers are here to help us 1 
cleanse our souls in preparation for 
the next level of life. Such groups as 
One World Family, The Light Affili­
ates, B rotherhood of the Seven 
Rays, Light of the Universe, Under­
standing, Inc., the Association of 
Sananda, and even Heaven’s Gate fit 
in this category.

On the other hand, some regard 
the invaders from space as malevo­
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lent. Some UFO aficionados claim 
that the spacemen have been raping, 
abducting, and experimenting with 
humans as if they were mere lab ani­
mals. They mean us harm.

The space invaders, they say, are 
former Masters of this planet. Proba­
bly in the form of extremely intelli­
gent dinosaurs, they “bred” the hu­
man race the way we breed horses 
and dogs to be our servants. The for­
mer Masters bred humans to be their 
watchdogs and war dogs. They in­
stilled in them an aggression as 
fierce as a rottweiler defending its 
territory. They made mistakes, like 
giving their “dogs of war” too much 
intelligence, and a maniacal ego. 
And like the Dobermans of They 
Only Kill Their Masters, the humans 
turned on their Masters and drove 
them from (or deep into) the planet. 
The former Masters want their plan­
et back.

But they are not going to reclaim 
it by warfare. Rather, they have been 
trying for 5,000 years to get it back 
by selling the earthlings a religion 
that will make them willingly submit 
to superior beings.

This started , the theory goes, 
when Moses, a henchman of the for­
mer M asters, dished out the Ten 
Commandments in an attempt to re­
store some order to the race. Then 
Jesus was sent by the Conspirators 
to get the rebellious “Luciferian” 
earthlings to adopt a philosophy of 
turning the other cheek, walking the 
second mile, and forgiving enemies. 
Jesus, however, failed miserably. No 
one was more surprised than He 
when the Masters deserted Him and 
left Him to die on the Cross. He ex- 

> pected rescue, they say.
Next, the M aster Conspirators 

made a deal with a compulsive Jew 
to subdue the race with Christianity. 
The Damascus Road experience of 
Paul was not a conversion experi­
ence but a UFO abduction. They 
then set Paul loose on the world.

In 1917 at the Shrine of Fatima in

Portugal, the flying saucers put on a 
dazzling display of lights and laser, 
smoke, and the dropping of “angel 
hair.” People reported seeing the sun 
dance, move toward the earth, hover, 
and spin. It is reported that one ob­
server described the “sun” as two 
disks of stainless steel. But most 
said that what they saw was the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. Again, the for­
mer Masters of the earth were out to 
give religion a boost in order to get 
humankind to surrender freedom and 
autonomy.

The former Masters of earth then 
became a bit more aggressive, pos­
sessing the mind and soul of Adolf 
Hitler. He was controlled by the Soci­
ety of Green Men and often had en­
counters with entities that no one else 
could see. The little man with green 
gloves who holds the keys to the 
Kingdom of Agharti (the inner earth) 
was said to be his personal contact 
with the Masters. He was so pos­
sessed that even though he lived and 
died a Catholic, he persecuted the 
church almost as viciously as he did 
its parent, Judaism. When the Rus­
sians invaded Berlin, they captured or 
killed 1,000 space 
aliens but mistook 
them for Orientals— 
or so says David Bar­
clay (Aliens, the Final 
Answer?  London:
Blanford Books,
1995, 171-72).

According to UFO 
cultists the Catholic 
Church itself knows 
all about this league 
with the earth’s for­
mer Masters. A num­
ber of presidents and kings know or 
have known of it, but the cover-up 
continues. Several kings, popes, and 
presidents have been killed, it is 
claimed, when it looked as if they 
would reveal the secret conspiracy.

That hundreds, even thousands of 
people really believe this sort of fan­
tasy is a disturbing thought.

Not every group is as feral as 
David Barclay and his ilk. For ex­
ample, the Aetherius Society of En­
gland and the USA spend their ener­
gies “warring” against interplanetary 
black magic. Their leader, George 
King, the former taxi driver, claims 
that he was elected to the Interplane­
tary Parliament headquartered on 
Saturn.

How could such irrational beliefs 
flourish in our enlightened age? For 
such ideologies to grow, they must 
have a fertile soil. Given the popular­
ity of “alienitis,” space invader ab­
ductions and extraterrestrial themes 
in books, films, and television, it 
should not surprise us to learn that as 
Newsweek said in 1996 (July 8), 
“America is hooked on the paranor­
mal.” It appears that most Americans 
believe in UFOs as alien spacecraft. 
If you walk down the street today 
during your lunch break and en­
counter 100 people, 14 of them will 
claim to have seen a UFO—accord­
ing to a 1990 Gallup poll.

Other than a distortion of a few 
Christian ideas that are so warped as 
to be positively unchristian, the

UFO cults have no connection with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is im­
portant for Nazarenes and other 
Christians to know their own faith. 
Many are seduced into cults because 
they do not know biblical Christiani­
ty well enough to recognize when it 
is being tw isted to meet a cult 
leader’s diabolical purposes. ^

If you meet 100 people on the 
streets today, 14 of them will 
claim to have seen a UFO.
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A Mom's
High Calling

S
eptember—my oldest child 
was beginning high school, 
and a divine appointment 
was orchestrated in my life.

My husband and I a t­
tended  “M eet Me at the 
Pole” with our son Bran­

non. As we watched scores of high 
school students praying in the rain 
around their flagpole, a friend of 
mine approached me with an invi­
tation to jo in  a m others’ prayer 
group. This was my personal 
in tro d u c tio n  to M om s in 
Touch International.

Moms in Touch is a week­
ly prayer meeting of moms 
interceding specifically for 
their children and the public 
schools they attend. I had be­
come aware of this ministry 
several years earlier through 
a Focus on the Family broad­
cast, and the desire had been 
planted in my heart to find 
and join an MITI group. My 
son’s freshman year of high 
school was the beginning of a new 
adventure in prayer with dramatic 
results for me, for my family, and 
for our schools.

Parenting teenagers is a stage of 
life that moms and dads seem to 
enter with fear and trembling, and 
I was no exception. Many times I 
felt anxiety and dread as my chil­
dren grew tow ard adolescence. 
God had a plan to deliver me from 
that fear and replace it with the joy 
and peace that is possible through

by Becky Hancock

believing prayer. What fun I have 
had parenting my teenagers! It has 
been  a d e lig h t to w atch  G o d ’s 
hand moving in their lives as they 
are maturing.

Our three ch ildren— Brannon 
(age 17), K a th erin e  (14 ), and 
Nathan (10)—each attend a differ­
ent school. By the fall of 1994, I 
discovered that MITI groups were 
m eeting for the elem entary and 
middle schools in addition to the

high school. I joined all three, but 
because of time constraints, I ro­
tated my attendance each week.

Exciting answers to prayer are 
frequen tly  reported! One mom 
overheard two teachers talking in 
the faculty lounge one afternoon 
about the great day they were hav­
ing in their classes. We had prayed 
for those two teachers by name 
that very morning!

During my son’s freshman year, 
he began to experience harassment

from a small group of upperclass­
men. Even though he was not ac­
q uain ted  w ith  these boys, they 
would throw food at him during 
lunch, call him derogatory names, 
and bump into him intentionally in 
the hallways. Brannon hoped by 
ignoring them that they would lose 
the ir fasc ina tion  w ith the cruel 
treatm ent. A fter a few w eeks, I 
shared this concern with my MITI 
group, and we immediately carried 

it to the Lord. I admit I was 
surprised how quickly God 
answered when I questioned 
Brannon just a few days later. 
He said that the harassment 
had just suddenly stopped!

The yes answers do not al­
ways com e that quickly, of 
course. O ften  we pray for 
several days or w eeks and 
wait for God’s perfect timing.

M ITI groups pray against 
ungodly  in fluences on our 
teens reg ard in g  values, 
specifically as they relate to 

sexuality and teen pregnancy. Our 
family has been doing preadoptive 
care for a local crisis pregnancy 
center for four years now. I asked 
the teacher of our middle school’s 
Teen Living classes for an opportu­
nity to talk to her students about 
“Adoption Option.” It was a spe­
cial treat to take one of the new­
born  bab ies in to  my daughter 
Katherine’s class and discuss this 
delicate issue with her classmates. 
My MITI group rejoiced in this di-

Mv MITI GROUP REJOICED 
IN THIS DIRECT ANSWER TO 

OUR PRAYERS THAT GOD 
WOULD OPEN THIS DOOR.
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rect answer to our prayers that God 
would open this door.

One o f  my hardest parenting 
lessons to learn is determ ining 
when to exercise my own control­
ling influence and when to let go 
and trust God’s control in my chil­
dren’s lives. This was especially 
evident as Katherine was prepar­
ing to en ter a ta len t show this 
spring. She and her friend pur­
chased a popular singer’s sound 
trax  co llec tio n  from  w hich to 
choose their duet. As 1 listened to 
them practice in another room, I 
prayed that God would direct their 
choice of songs. 1 was concerned 
that the lyrics not dishonor the

(Above) Middle school MITI in prayer for the teachers, 
for their children, and for the school they attend.

(Flight) Becky Hancock’s foster baby helped the Teen 
Living class explore the “Adoption Option.”

(IM w JG oodlettsville Elementary MITI members: Becky 
Hancock, Joanna Cooper, and Molly Williams.

Lord in any way. I even hoped that 
they m ight choose a song that 
would glorify God and present a 
positive  m essage. Im agine my 
thrill as they began to rehearse 
“His Eye Is on the Sparrow.” They 
were selected by audition to per­
form this traditional gospel fa­
vorite in the Hendersonville Talent 
Gala at Trinity City and in their 
middle school talent show.

The changes God has made in 
our public schools have been unbe­
lievable. The high school now has 
m eetings for C hristian students 
every morning before school. Area 
youth pastors come one morning

Continued on page 13
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Coping with Life in a Blended Family

by Tim Bunn

T
he heart of the nation was 
torn as we watched the 
struggle for custody over 
a tw o -y ear-o ld  girl 
named Jessica. That very 
public saga, the m edia 
blitz, and the sound o f a 

mother’s cry as her child was tak­
en from her remind us of how we 
value our children—perhaps above 
all else.

One tragedy o f our day is that 
there are many silent Jessicas in 
our land— children needing to be 
heard as they search in 
vain for their place in 
the family.

T here is no th ing  
m ore im portant in the 
life  o f  ch ild ren  than 
their relationship to par­
ents. From that relation­
ship come one’s iden­
tity , va lues, n u rtu re , 
security, and love. If  the 
parental relationship is 
com prom ised , say by 
separation or divorce, so, too, is 
the place o f the child within the 
family structure. Society is sadly 
familiar with the concept and prac­
tice o f divorce. Few are equipped 
to live with its consequences.

Children and parents face new 
and confusing dilemmas in parent­
ing of which past generations knew 
little. Statistically, we know that 35 
percent o f all children under the

age of 18 will live with a steppar­
ent for some period of time.1

The fantasy of the blended fami­
ly is well documented. We live in a 
society o f people who expect The 
Brady Bunch, when too often, real­
ity is The Simpsons. If we lived in 
a perfect world with perfect peo­
ple, there would be no need to dis­
cuss stepchild/parent relationships. 
Those inside our churches feel the 
painful effects o f family breakup 
as much as non-Christians in the 
world around us. The task o f the

Church has never been to m eet 
people where we wish they were. 
Rather, the Church follow s the 
m odel o f  the M aster— m eeting  
people as they are, where they live, 
at their point of personal need.

Only about 4 of 10 adult Ameri­
cans are married to their original 
spouses.2 Some 1,300 stepfamilies 
are created in the United States 
every day.3

Given this reality, here are some 
po in ters  for paren ts  struggling  
with creating a new family:

•  Realize it takes time (usually 
three to fiv e  years) to develop a 
sense o f  belonging  in a fam ily. 
Happiness, love, and togetherness 
are not automatic. Children tend to 
adm ire th e ir b io log ical parents 
m ore than  s tep p a re n ts , even 
though the biological parent is ab­
sent.4 As one adult from a blended 
family put it, “Don’t be surprised 
i f  they do not w ant to call you

‘Mom’ right away!”
•  Allow the biological 

parent to handle disci­
pline, especially at first. 
Young people tend to re­
sent being disciplined 
by anyone who isn’t a 
biological parent. One 
study  show ed  behav ­
ioral problem s during 
the first two and a half 
years of a new marriage 
increase in proportion to 

the amount o f discipline meted out 
by the stepparent.5

•  Keep relationships with ex­
spouses cordial i f  you  want the 
child to have a healthy relation­
ship with you. Those who remarry 
need to enter their marriage realiz­
ing the problems it poses for chil­
dren. Stepchildren are more likely 
to need professional counseling, to 
fail at school, and to have prob­

T he task  of the church h as

NEVER BEEN TO MEET PEOPLE 
WHERE WE WISH THEY WERE.
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lems with low self-esteem.6 With 
all the com plexities o f changing 
friends and living in two worlds, 
the last thing a child needs is to be 
caught in the middle of 
a firestorm  o f hate be­
tween the two people he 
or she loves most.

A child who sees his 
p a re n ts  in te r a c t in g  
peacefully receives this 
m essage: “ I m ust be 
very important for Mom 
and Dad to work so hard 
at getting along for my 
benefit.” Children deal­
ing with m ultiple rela­
tionships may be dam­
aged  em o tio n a lly  by 
b a ttlin g  be tw een  e x ­
spouses.

•  Accept your limits in the rela­
tionship, and talk regularly with 
your spouse about the situation. 
Your marriage will be affected in 
proportion to the extent that you 
do or do not com m unicate. R e­

search indicates that couples who 
speak to each other about the diffi­
cult adjustments they face tend to 
have healthier relationships that

last longer than those who do not 
discuss child-rearing issues.7 Com­
munication minimizes feelings of 
isolation, fosters an atmosphere of 
shared responsibility, and helps 
couples creatively deal with issues

in a unified way. Couples need to 
remember that if their relationship 
fails, so does their attempt at hav­
ing healthy stepchildren. Making 

your spouse a priority is 
vital to your children. 
Being a good father or 
mother begins with be­
ing a good spouse.

•  Take time fo r  each 
o th er  even when it 
seems there is no time to 
spare. A pastor I know 
who has a very  busy 
schedule takes one night 
a week without the chil­
dren for a “date.” One 
researcher found that if 
children are involved in 
a rem arriage , it is 90 
percent more likely to 

fail. Psychologist James Bray o f 
Baylor College of Medicine found 
the stress on rem arried couples 
w ith stepchildren to be 3 to 10 
times that o f first-time marriages.8

•  The age o f  your stepchild is

S tepchildren  ar e  m ore likely

TO NEED PROFESSIONAL 
COUNSELING, TO FAIL AT SCHOOL, 
AND TO HAVE PROBLEMS WITH 

LOW SELF-ESTEEM.
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an important factor i f  you 
are considering adoption.
As a general rule, the old­
er the child, the greater 
the risk that the unity of 
your family will be ad­
versely affected. It is gen­
erally easier to mix fami­
lies when the children are 
young.

•  Guilt from  past fa i l­
ings and fa lse  expecta­
tions may make your best 
efforts seem futile. Given 
the difficulty of your task, 
you should allow yourself to feel 
good about what you do accom­
plish. If you have a good family re­
lationship, count your blessings. A 
stepmother who is cor­
dial to her ex-spouse has 
accomplished something 
great! The dad who 
shows no favoritism to 
his own children over 
hers has made a major 
move in the right direc­
tion. Child-raising issues 
are at the core o f  our 
deepest emotions. Natu­
rally, they take time and 
thought for progress or 
growth.

A stepchild himself,
Pastor Larry Rounsley says that 
the most beneficial steps toward 
realizing his place in the blended 
fam ily came from sim ple steps 
taken by his parents and steppar­
ents. He benefited most from their 
consistency in showing love for 
him and telling him that he was 
important in their lives. Reminding 
a child from time to time that he is 
not the reason for the breakup of 
the fam ily is another effective 
means that parents may use to re­
assure their child as the youngster 
works through the difficulty of di­
vorce and d isin tegration  o f  the 
original family unit.

Rev. Paul Johnson is pastor to 
more than 200 children at Nampa, 
Idaho, First Church o f the Naz­
arene. “It is ironic that children 
believe they are responsible for 
fam ily disharm ony,” says Paul. 
“Children often know that they are

a source of conflict in a relation­
ship. When a family splits, chil­
dren assume that they are the ma­
jor cause agent. The beauty is that

EOPLE CONTINUE TO ATTEMPT 
MARRIAGE BECAUSE THEY YEARN 
FOR THE JOY THAT MEANINGFUL 

RELATIONSHIPS CAN BRING.

children will believe significant 
adults in their lives if  the adults 
will simply tell them that they are 
not the cause o f Mom and Dad’s 
breakup.” A warm, positive home 
atmosphere where people respect 
and value each other is achieved 
by doing many little things right 
m ore than  by do ing  a few  big 
things well.

The most important advice one 
can receive is found in the Bible. 
Whoever would take on the role of 
a parent in the life o f a child needs 
to properly understand Proverbs 
22:6: “Train up a child in the way 
he should go, even when he is old 
he will not depart from it” ( n a s b ) .

A better translation o f this verse 
is “Train up a child in the way he 
should go [and in keeping with his 
individual gift or bent], and when 
he is old he will not depart from 
it” ( a m p . ) .

The point o f this scrip­
tural admonition is one of 
p e rsp ec tiv e . W hen we 
raise our ch ild ren /step ­
children, do we look at 
them with a concern for 
who they are, or do we 
see them as the persons 
we wish they would be­
com e? Do we consider 
each child’s unique per­
sonality and gifts?

According to statistics, 
abou t o n e -th ird  o f  all 
Am ericans will remarry 

at least once in their lives. People 
continue to attempt marriage be­
cause they yearn for the joy  that 
meaningful relationships can bring 

to the ir lives. I f  these 
marriages are to last, our 
children w ill need un­
d e rs tan d in g , n u rtu re , 
and love th a t com es 
from spending time and 
e ffo rt te ach in g  them  
who they are and what 
they need. This kind of 
love and w isdom  can 
only come from the One 
who designed the first 
m arriage and drew up 
the b lu ep rin ts  for the 
o rig in a l hom e. I f  we 

don’t take the time and make the 
effort to understand marriage and 
family from His perspective, we 
m ay find ou rse lv es  ask ing  the 
q u estio n  so m any o th e rs  do: 
“Whose child is this?”

1. Michael L. Commons and Judith Stevens Long, Adult 
Life Developmental Processes, 4th ed., (Mountain View, Calif.: 
Mayfield Publishing Co., 1992).

2. Art Levine, “The Second Time Around: Realities of Re­
marriage,” U.S. News and World Report, Jan. 29, 1990, 50.

3. Claire Berman, “Stepparenting: How to Make It Work,” 
McCalls, November 1989, 97.

4. Commons and Long, 248.
5. Levine, 51.
6. Berman, 100.
7. Commons and Long, 249.
8. Levine, 50.
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MOM’S HIGH CALLING_ _ _ _ _ _ _
Continued from page 9

each week with keyboards, guitars, 
and an overhead projector to lead 
praise and worship. I’ll never forget 
the joy I felt when I first witnessed 
this Friday morning gathering in 
the school’s band room. Nearly 100 
teenagers were singing God’s prais­
es, som e w ith hands lifted  
h igh . T hen they bow ed in 
prayer together before their 
school day began. This was 
“exceed ing  abundan tly  
above” what I could “ask or 
think” in a public high school 
(Ephesians 3:20). Student-led 
prayer and Bible study groups 
and the Fellowship of Christ­
ian Athletes meet every week 
as well. In both the middle 
school and high school, it is a 
daily occurrence for students 
to meet briefly on the front 
sidewalk to form a circle and 
pray together.

Beech High School Princi­
pal Mary Clouse was appre­
hensive at first. “When the Moms 
in Touch group first approached 
me, I thought, ‘Oh no, another 
source o f co n flic t.’ A fter more 
than two years, they have become 
a necessary part of our lives. The 
attitude here is changing, and we 
all b e liev e  th a t we are in the

process of a spiritual reformation.” 
One optional element of MITI is 

“Words and Deeds.” This allows 
moms to express appreciation to 
the school staff by delivering spe­
cial treats or notes. Our middle 
school principal said, “We appreci­
ate the encouraging  w ords and 
support of Moms in Touch.”

Sam Massey, Beech Elementary 
p rin c ip a l, is a lso  g ra te fu l for

Moms in Touch. He says, “Many 
pub lic  schoo l teach ers  are in ­
volved in their churches and are 
not the hedonistic people they are 
made out to be. Teachers appreci­
ate the p ray e r su pport o f the 
moms. There is a lot of evidence 
that God’s hand is working daily

in our school.”
I have learned many important 

applications of G od’s principles 
through this weekly hour with my 
“sisters.” It has been enriching to 
pray in unity with women of vary­
ing church affiliations. The pray­
ing of scripture or claiming God’s 
promises in the Word for my chil­
dren has been a faith-stretching ex­
perience. I have found m yself 

wanting to develop my rela­
tionship with the Lord so that 
prayer is as natural as breath­
ing.

I have made many choices 
throughout my 17 years of 
mothering that have involved 
sacrifices and investment in 
the activities of my children. 
Now as they m ature and 
m ake a g rea ter num ber o f 
choices on their own, I am re­
alizing that the highest calling 
I have as their mother is to 
pray for them. Even though 
th e ir  school years are the 
busiest times of our family’s 
existence, I still have a choice 
to make regarding the priority 

of actually spending time in prayer 
for them. Moms in Touch has been 
the tool God has used to help me 
chisel out the time to actually be on 
my knees on my children’s behalf. 
The changes He is making are evi­
dent in my life, in their lives, and 
in their schools. ^

T he teachers, the

PRINCIPALS, AND EVEN 
THE STUDENTS APPRECIATE 

THE EFFORTS OF THESE 
MOMS OUT TO MAKE 

A DIFFERENCE.

Moms in Touch International
MITI is an interde­

nominational and non­
profit ministry of moth­
ers who meet for prayer. 
Two or more moms meet 
for one hour each week 
to pray specifically for 
their children, their 
schools, their teachers, 
and their administrators.

The founder of Moms 
in Touch, Fern Nichols, 
experienced a personal 
burden as her children 
entered junior high

school in Canada in 
1984. She asked another 
mom to share this con­
cern by meeting for 
prayer with her. From 
that humble beginning 
12 years ago, God has 
built this prayer ministry 
into an international or­
ganization that consists 
of thousands of prayer 
groups meeting around 
the world. Each group is 
following the biblical 
mandate to “pour out

your heart like water be­
fore the face of the Lord; 
lift up your hands to­
ward Him for the life of 
your young children” 
(Lamentations 2:19,
A M P . ) .

As the Holy Spirit 
grew this ministry, the 
leaders were requested 
to give guidance on how 
to pray effectively. Thus, 
a booklet was created 
that succinctly states 
MITI’s purposes and

methods. Each group is 
encouraged to pray con­
versationally and in one 
accord. The format used 
is the four steps of 
prayer—praise, confes­
sion, thanksgiving, and 
intercession.

For more information, 
contact Moms in Touch 
International, P.O. Box 
1120, Poway, CA 92074- 
1120,619-486-4065. □
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Pilot Point Church of the Nazarene Celebrates 
Groundbreaking for New Building
The Pilot Point, Tex.,
Church of the Naz­
arene has broken 
ground for a new 
building, according 
to Charles E. Jones, 
superintendent of the 
West Texas District.

The facility  w ill 
be located on the his­
toric site of the 1908 
merger that resulted 
in the birth o f the 
Nazarene denomina­
tion. The 97-year-old 
church has outgrown 
its present building.

“Work and Witness teams are need­
ed,” Jones said. Bob Butler is serving

(L. to r.) Bob Butler, Melvin Pierce, Rev. Paul Marshall, Rev. John­
nie Johnston, District Superintendent Charles Jones, and Rev. 
Bruce Chamberlain.

as district builder. For information, 
call 817-686-2632.

Trevecca to Publish Centennial Series of Books
Trevecca Nazarene University (TNU) 
anticipates its centennial celebration 
in 2001 with the publication of five 
books about Trevecca called the Cen­
tennial Series.

The first volume in the series, Rem­
iniscences o f Dr. A. B. Mackey, a bi­
ography of Trevecca’s longest serving 
president, was written by Homer J. 
Adams, former TNU president. 
Adams and Millard Reed, TNU presi­
dent, presented the first copies of the 
book to Lila Mackey, the widow of 
Dr. Mackey, and other members of the 
Mackey family at a reception in April.

Members o f the Mackey fam ily

(L. to r.) Mrs. A. B. Mackey, Homer Adams, and Millard Reed

who attended the reception and spe­
cial presentation are C. R. Thrasher, 
Jewell Phelps, Jeanne and John Sugg, 
and Robert Jared and family.

The other four books in the Centen­
nial Series will cover a variety of top­
ics about Trevecca and will be re­
leased over the next four years. The 
book for 1998, by TNU Profs. 
W illiam J. Strickland and H. Ray 
Dunning, will focus on the life and 
writings of the university’s founder, 
J. O. McClurkan. The third book, 
Trevecca—Tradition and Folklore, to 
be published in 1999, will tell the sto­
ries of TNU. In 2000 a pictorial histo­

ry of Trevecca will be 
the fourth book. The 
final book, authored 
by TNU Prof. John 
Chilton, will be a his­
tory o f the last 25 
years at TNU.

For inform ation  
about the book Remi­
niscences o f Dr. A. B. 
Mackey, contact the 
TNU Office of Public 
Information at 615- 
248-7782.

Nazarenes Killed in 
Texas Tornado
A Nazarene woman and her 16-year- 
old son were killed during the tornado 
that ravaged Jarrell, Tex., on May 27. 
Immediately fo llow ing the storm, 
Vickie Taylor and Jonathan Kiel, her 
son, were listed among the missing, 
but their bodies were found about a 
half mile from their home the next 
day.

Taylor and Kiel were members of 
the Georgetown Church where Joe 
Knight pastors. According to Knight, 
Taylor had injured her ankle and had 
been confined to bed by her doctor. 
Her son was at home caring for her 
when the storm hit. Immediate sur­
vivors include Charles, Taylor’s 18- 
year-old son.

Severe storms ripped through four 
counties in central Texas in an area 
between Waco and Austin, killing at 
least 27. Hardest hit was Jarrell, a 
town of 1,000 about 40 miles north of 
Austin.

James Blankenship, San Antonio 
District superintendent, reported that 
he had contacted all the Nazarene pas­
tors in the storm’s path, and initial re­
ports indicated no property damage, 
injuries, or loss of life to other Naza­
rene congregations.

Witnesses in Jarrell said the storm, 
with a rating of F5, which is the high­
est rating given to a tornado, seemed 
to come from nowhere. Prior to the 
storm there was no rain, and blue sky 
was visible. In the storm’s wake, Dou­
ble Creek Estates, a subdivision in 
Jarrell, was completely leveled. Only 
bare concrete slabs remained where 
houses stood. A witness said, “Even 
the chimneys are gone.”

According to a National Weather 
Service meteorologist, the tornado 
had winds that reached 260 mph and 
appeared to remain on the ground for 
25 to 30 minutes, leaving a path of de­
struction half a mile wide and seven 
miles long. The series of tornadoes 
was the state’s deadliest since 1989, 
when 30 people died and 162 were in­
jured.
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Nazarene Layman Receives National Award Russian Congregation 
for Volunteerism Organized in Chicago
Richard F. Schubert received the Vol­
unteers of America’s highest honor, 
the B allington  and Maud Booth  
Award, at a black-tie dinner in Wash­
ington, D.C., on May 7.

The award, which recog­
nizes distinguished service 
to humanity, is given to in­
dividuals or couples whose 
work has demonstrated lead­
ership and philanthropy. The 
Volunteers of America orga­
nization was founded by 
Ballington and Maud Booth 
in response to the socia l 
needs around them.

Schubert, a Nazarene layman, has a 
long and distinguished record of ser­
vice to both the church and other or­
ganizations. A graduate o f Eastern 
N azarene C o llege  (E N C ), he has 
served on its Board of Trustees and 
was awarded an honorary doctorate 
from ENC in 1975. He has also  
served on the Board of Pensions for 
the Church of the Nazarene. Current­
ly, he is chairman of the Board of Di­
rectors o f Nazarene Compassionate 
Ministries, Inc. (NCMI).

“I am always amazed at Richard’s

N azarene T h eolog ica l Sem inary  
(NTS) held its 50th commencement 
on May 18 at College Church of the 
Nazarene in Olathe, Kans.

E. LeBron Fairbanks, 
president of Mount Vernon 
Nazarene College, deliv­
ered the com m encem ent 
address.

The inaugural graduating 
class of 1947 was honored 
at this special celebration.
Eight of the nine members 
of that first class were in at­
tendance.

“The presence of examples of life­
times of ministry from the Class of 
’47 gave the promise of God’s suffi­
cient grace to the Class of ’97,” said

ability to stay connected with so many 
worthwhile activ ities,” said Steve 
Weber, Stewardship Developm ent 
Ministries director and NCMI presi­
dent and CEO. “We extend to him our 

thanks on behalf o f the 
thousands of children and 
young people who are living 
a far better quality o f life 
because he took the time to 
become involved.”

Schubert’s service today 
includes chairman of the Pe­
ter F. Drucker Foundation, 
chairman of the Internation­
al Youth Foundation, and 

vice chairman of the Josephson Insti­
tute for the Advancement of Ethics. 
He is a past president of the American 
Red Cross and Bethlehem Steel, a for­
mer undersecretary o f labor, and 
founding president of the Points of 
Light Foundation.

Schubert joins a distinguished list 
of past recipients o f the Ballington 
and Maud Booth Award, including 
Dave Thomas, chairman of Wendy’s 
restaurants (1992); Nancy Reagan 
(1987); Barbara Jordan (1975); and 
Hubert H. Humphrey (1964).

Gordon Wetmore, president of NTS. 
“The Church of the Nazarene is in 
good hands.”

Wetmore conferred mas­
ter’s degrees in divinity, re­
ligious education, missiolo- 
gy, and theological studies 
on 52 graduates. Four peo­
ple were awarded the doc­
tor o f ministry degree. In 
addition, four people re­
ceived specialized certifi­
cates in cross-cultural min­
istries, youth m inistries, 

and chaplaincy.
The Class of 1997 came from 23 

states and 8 countries, including the 
first-ever graduate from China.

Dr. E. Keith Bottles, Chicago Central 
District superintendent, organized the 
Chicago First Russian Church of the 
Nazarene, installing Rev. Mikhail An­
toshin as pastor 
on June 1.

With 36 Rus­
sian immigrants 
as charter mem­
bers, the newly 
organized con­
gregation w ill 
share space 
with, and have 
the support of, 
the Mount Pros­
pect Church and its pastor, Rev. 
Ronald Panos. “This is the first fully 
organized congregation of Russian 
immigrants with a Russian pastor in 
the United States and Canada,” Tom 
Nees, Multicultural Ministries direc­
tor, said.

More than 200 attended the organi­
zational service, including pastors, and 
representatives from various Russian 
Christian churches from the Chicago 
area and one group from Pennsylva­
nia. The service concluded with a 
rousing version of “How Great Thou 
Art” sung in Russian, Spanish, and 
English.

Pastor Antoshin was introduced to 
the Church of the Nazarene by Jose 
Alfar, pastor o f the Chicago First 
Spanish Church. According to Nees, 
Antoshin, a keyboard artist, and his 
wife, Carolin, are accomplished musi­
cians. They met in Russia where she 
was sent from Venezuela to study vio­
lin. After they married, they went to 
Venezuela and eventually to the Unit­
ed States. Alfar challenged Antoshin 
to evangelize the growing Russian im­
migrant community in Chicago.

During Bottles’s 15 years as super­
intendent of the Chicago Central Dis­
trict, he has organized 24 new congre­
gations, 23 of which are multicultural. 
The district’s churches have provided 
financial and prayer support to all of 
these churches.

Schubert

NTS Celebrates 50th Commencement

E. LeBron Fairbanks

Mikhail Antoshin
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Hospital Becomes Property 
of Swaziland Nazarenes

In an official cere­
mony, Richard F. 
Zanner, Africa Re­
gion director, re­
cently met with the 
National Board of 
Swaziland and 
handed over title  
deeds for properties 

that, until now, have been held in the 
name of the General Board o f the 
Church of the Nazarene. Included in 
this action is the R aleigh Fitkin  
Memorial Hospital.

Rev. Magagula, chairman of the 
Swaziland National Board and super­
intendent of the Swaziland Central 
D istrict, thanked Zanner and the 
Church o f the Nazarene for their 
commitment to preach and teach the 
message of holiness and for the dona­
tion of land and the transfer of deeds

to Swaziland Nazarenes.
Field Directors Ken Walker and 

Don Messer were present and con­
cluded with prayer for an ongoing 
victory march o f  the Nazarene 
Church in Swaziland.

The country of Swaziland is where 
Nazarene missionaries first began 
work in Africa 90 years ago.

WML Donates Portuguese 
and French Literature
Nearly $450,000 worth of Portuguese 
and French literature has been donat­
ed to world mission areas, according 
to Ray Hendrix, director o f World 
Mission Literature (WML).

The inventory, including books, 
Sunday School curriculum, and mu­
sic, is now in the hands of national 
leaders in Brazil, Mozambique, Por­
tugal, Haiti, Cote d’Ivoire, France,

and other cou n ­
tries where Por­
tuguese and 
French are sp o­
ken.

The objectives 
for the transfer of 
these materials to 
the field  include 
placing the inven­
tory in areas of the world where it is 
needed; allowing this inventory to be 
“seed investment” as marketing and 
distribution strategies are developed; 
and beginning to find, train, and nur­
ture resident Portuguese and French 
editorial staff.

“These are exciting days of oppor­
tunity and change,” said Hendrix. 
“The rapid pace with which national 
denominational leadership is devel­
oping presents a golden opportunity 
for us to enter great partnership ef­
forts in the crucial ministry of the 
printed page.”

Zanner

Nazarenes in Japan celebrated their 90th anniversary during their district assembly in Tokyo this year. More than 1,000 attended the Sun­
day morning worship service and afternoon mission rally. Guests included persons from the International Center in Kansas City and from 
the Asia-Pacific Region. Special speakers included General Superintendent James H. Diehl, Japan District Superintendent Yoshiaki Aoki, 
and Asia-Pacific Region Director Brent Cobb. Special recognition was given to pastors and leaders who have been a part of the church 
since the early days, including 103-year-old Nobumi Isayama. Cobb said, “ It was a great vision-casting event to set the direction for Japan 
Nazarenes to enter the 21st century.”



Serrano Elected District 
Superintendent

Orlando Serrano 
was elected super­
intendent o f  the 
W estern Latin 
American District 
on April 16, ac­
cording to Paul G. 
Cunningham, sec­

retary of the Board of General Super­
intendents. Serrano took office May 
17, replacing Raymond Lopez, who 
retired after serving 15 years.

Serrano had been pastor o f the 
Rancho Cucamonga Church on the 
Western Latin Am erican D istrict 
since 1990. Previously, he served on 
the Metro New York and Eastern 
Latin American Districts.

Serrano is originally from N ic­
aragua. He and his wife, Ada, have 
four children: Orlando, Ada, Nehemi- 
ah, and Indra.

Workers May Contribute to 
NCMI
This fall, federal, postal, and military 
personnel in the United States may 
give to Nazarene C om passionate  
Ministries, Inc. (NCMI) through do­
nations to the Combined Federal 
Campaign (C FC), according to 
Christy James, NCMI CFC coordina­
tor.

During the annual fall CFC, federal 
employees are given an opportunity 
to contribute to charitable organiza­
tions through payroll deductions. 
NCMI is a participating organization. 
The CFC identification number for 
NCMI is 2018.

James indicates that many corpora­
tions also allow employee contribu­
tions to NCMI in their workplace 
campaigns. “Employees may ask for 
permission to write in NCMI as a 
United Way recipient if they wish,” 
James said.

NCMI provides assistance and re­
lie f  to children and adults in 111 
world areas. For more information, 
contact James at P.O. Box 24837, 
Kansas City, MO 64131.

NPH Employee Completes 
50 Years of Service
Dick Fields has completed 50 years 
of service to Nazarene Publishing 
House (NPH). He began full-time 
employment in the bindery on June 1, 

1947. In 1971 he 
was promoted to 
production manager, 
where he directs the 
printing operation.

F ields was hon­
ored recently for his 
five decades of ser­

vice at a special dinner. Talmadge 
Johnson, Sunday School Ministries 
Division director, presented him with 
a Second Mile Award.

“Dick’s contribution to the ministry 
of NPH and his dedicated service re­
flect the tremendous commitment he 
has to communicating the gospel to 
others. All of us are indebted to him 
and his work at NPH,” said Dr. Bob 
Brower, NPH president.

News Briefs
• The Houston District celebrated its 
50th anniversary at its 1997 district 
assembly. Special guests included  
V. H. Lewis, general superintendent 
emeritus and first superintendent of 
the Houston District. According to 
J. W. Lancaster, current superinten­
dent, membership has grown during 
the 50 years from 1,965 to 6,955, and 
giving has increased from $171,822 
to more than $6 million.
• Marion Elmer Miller, 69, a NIVS, 
died o f a heart attack in Nairobi, 
Kenya. Miller and his wife, Jessie, 
have been involved with the Africa 
Nazarene University (ANU) in Kenya 
since 1989. B esides helping with 
campus development and construc­
tion of ANU, Miller has overseen the 
construction of 10 churches in Kenya.
• The first Nazarene church has been 
organized in Fiji with 19 charter 
members, according to James John­
son, missionary to Fiji. The Church 
of the Nazarene began work in the 
South Pacific island nation in 1996. 
Johnson said that two other churches 
may be started in the near future.

McCumber Honored by BHP 
Book Committee
William McCum­
ber, past editor of 
the Herald of Ho­
liness, was hon­
ored in May by 
the Beacon H ill 
Press (BHP) Book 
Committee for his 
contribution to the committee and his 
years of distinguished service to the 
denomination. McCumber concluded 
his service on the Book Committee at 
the spring meeting after many years 
as a member.

NCN Satellite 
to Feature 
Local 
Nazarene 
Churches
Beginning September 30, the NCN 
Satellite Broadcast System will fea­
ture a local Church of the Nazarene 
worship service each month, ac­
cording to Kim Meek, NCN broad­
cast manager. These broadcasts will 
be aired on the third or fourth Sun­
day afternoon o f the month on 
NCN Channel 900 or 901 of Dish 
TV Network’s satellite equipment.

“With the outstanding quality of 
pastors in the church, we are excit­
ed to make available our own 
churches and speakers on a nation­
wide scale,” said Meek. “This tech­
nology gives the church a whole 
new potential to share our faith and 
message with believers and nonbe­
lievers alike.”

Beginning in October, other reg­
ular broadcasts, aired mostly on 
Tuesday nights, will include World 
M ission Video M agazine; NCN  
News This Week; P rofile , inter­
views with church leaders and ex­
perts on varied topics; updates on 
Compassionate Ministries; NPH  
Presents, features on authors and 
composers; and various ministry 
training programs.

To order the NCN Satellite Broadcast 
System, call NPH toll free at 1-888-663- 
8975.
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I n a Woman’s Voice August’s

7 0 -P o in t Q iuzCome As You Are
REBECCA LAIRD

Rebecca Laird is a writer and ordained 
minister living in Madison, New Jersey.

A g r o u p  o f  l a y  m i n i s t e r s  sat in a cir­
cle during a training session. These 
good people expend enormous energy 
and love through local 
mission efforts and have 
touched many p eop le’s 
lives where it counts. But 
these outreaches haven’t 
led to increased atten­
dance at the Sunday 
morning serv ices, and 
that’s where this church 
wants to count its suc­
cesses.

One woman asked, “So 
what are we doing  
wrong?” Another an­
swered rather wistfully,
“While I was visiting my 
in-laws last week, the lo­
cal church advertised  
their informal worship  
service as the ‘come as 
you are’ service. People 
can come to church in whatever state 
of mind and attire they choose. Kids 
come in soccer uniforms ready to play 
their afternoon matches. Adults come 
in their best ready-to-barbecue gear. 
Some wear traditional suits and ties; 
most don’t.”

One of the wise ones in the group 
picked up the lead with a story: 
“When I was young, we had ‘come as 
you are’ parties. You had to wear to 
the party whatever you were wearing 
when you first opened the invitation. 
(Hopefully, you were wearing some­
thing!) Some came in pajamas; others

with one sock on and one sock off. 
The fun o f the party was to learn 
about each other’s lives— what they 
did while at home, where they liked to 
go. And because most of us were less 
than perfectly dressed, we all felt free 
to be ourselves.”

This made me think about Jesus. He 
was good at throwing “come as you 
are” parties. When He said, “Come!” 
to Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and 
John, they were in their scale-covered, 
fishy-sm elling work clothes. Sure, 
Matthew, the tax co llector, was 
dressed in the first-century equivalent 
of a slick, buttoned-down suit, but 
most were not. Simon Peter’s mother- 
in-law may have been in her bathrobe.

The leper came in rags. 
The paralytic was 
wrapped in bedclothes. 
Wherever they were, in 
whatever mode o f dress 
or way of life, the invita­
tion was the same: Come 
as you are. And then, like 
now, Jesus’ style didn’t 
win Him public acclaim. 
In fact, the publicly reli­
g ious o f His day were 
scandalized and asked: 
“Why does He eat with 
them?”

Jesus went about offer­
ing a relationship and a 
Spirit-driven way of life 
rather than an invitation 
to a building with a dress 
code. Through a few  

words of truth or a singular touch, He 
assembled a ragtag bunch that has fol­
lowed Him everywhere, even to the 
end of the age. They keep gathering 
together in the oddest places— in up­
per rooms, in catacombs, in open-air 
sanctuaries, and in traditional ones. 
And this bunch keeps inviting others 
to come just as they are and find wel­
come, rest, peace, and a place where 
the wounded heart can find healing.

So what are we doing wrong? Not a 
thing as long as we keep sending out 
the invitation: “Come just as you are, 
and Jesus will meet you there.” tq

Peter, 
Andrew, 

James, and 
John were in 
their scale- 

covered, 
fishy- 

smelling 
work clothes.

1. In a study of 109 cases in which 
dogs killed human beings, it was dis­
covered that 16 persons were killed 
by rottweilers, 10 by German shep­
herds. How many people were killed 
by pit bulls?

A. 54 B. 34 C. 24 D. 14

2 . W hen sitcom  s tar E llen  de 
Generes “came out of the closet” on 
ABC, declaring herself a lesbian, 
which of the fo llow ing companies 
canceled their sponsorship?

A. Wendy’s
B. Chrysler
C. J. C. Penney
D. All of the above

3. Which of the following recently re­
signed as executive director of the 
Christian Coalition activist organiza­
tion?

A. Ralph Reed
B. Ralph West
C. Ralph Cherbick

4. The “Ten Crack Commandments” 
is:

A. An antidrug book by Hillary Clin­
ton

B. A gangster rap song by Notorius
B.I.G.S.

C. A sermon by te levangelist Ken­
neth Copeland

5. A Swedish international business 
journal ranked the “sin quotient” of 
19 countries. Considering the mod­
ern deadly sins to be smoking, drink­
ing , g am b lin g , o v e re a tin g , drug 
abuse, prostitution, and nightlife, 
they ranked Spain as the most sinful. 
Which of the following ranked sec­
ond and third?

A. France and the U.S.
B. Japan and Norway
C. Holland and Germany
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6. “Unacceptable aggression” was 
the label put on the action of 20 stu­
dents who laid hands on the doors 
and walls of a local Islamic mosque 
in prayer for the worshipers inside. 
The aggressive students were from:

A. Nazarene Bible College
B. Calvin College
C. Oral Roberts University

7. The motel in Metairie, Louisiana, 
made famous by Jim m y Swaggart 
and Debra Murphee has been sold 
for $850,000 to make way for:

A. Tammy Bakker’s new recording 
studio

B. A 12-theater cinema complex
C. A subdivision of upscale homes

8. The author of the popular book If  
God Is God Then Why? . . . Letters 
from Oklahoma City is:

A. R. C. Sproul
B. Al Truesdale
C. Benny Hinn

9. M arshall Herff A pplew hite, the 
Heaven’s Gate leader:

A. Was the son of a Presbyterian 
preacher.

B. Was music teacher at a Catholic 
college.

C. Was a U nitarian and Episcopal 
church songleader.

D. Claimed to be a reincarnation of 
Christ.

E. Claimed to be an alien.
F. Was a homosexual.
G. All of the above.

TO. A Time magazine study on heav­
en revealed that 93 percent of Ameri­
cans believe in angels, 81 percent 
believe in heaven, and 63 percent 

'believe in hell. What percentage be­
lieve in reincarnation?

A. 5 B. 15 C. 38 D. 64

Answers:

v-0 f :9 
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M asculine J ourney

Home Authority

Mark Metcalfe is a senior technical writer, 
husband, and father o f four who lives in 
Pepperell, Massachusetts.

C o m p e t i t i o n  i n  “the battle of the sex­
es’’ is causing far too many marital ca­
sualties. We live in an era of the 50/50 
marriage, which is resulting in a more 
than 50 percent divorce rate, even in 
the church. When Jesus was asked to 
comment about divorce, He turned the 
answer around to tell us what was in­
tended from the beginning (Mark 
10:6-9). The scripture that 
speaks about wives sub­
mitting to their husbands 
has been abused by some 
men, and this has caused a 
backlash against this pas­
sage so that its original in­
tent is d ifficu lt to see  
(Ephesians 5:22-24).

Christian men are con­
fused about what authority 
is and how we should ex­
press it in our homes as husbands and 
fathers. My dad once joked that “the 
man is the head of the home, and the 
wife is the neck that turns the head.” 
In other words, because the head does 
not turn without the neck, a husband 
and wife must work in concert too. 
The truth in this humor is often over­
looked because of the problem most 
people (not just wives) have with sub­
mitting to authority.

Effective authority is granted, not 
grasped. Pilate thought he had power 
over Jesus, but Jesus corrected this 
misperception by saying, “You would 
have no power over me if it were not

given  to you from ab ove” (John 
19:11, n i v ) .  Jesus told us that even 
His authority was given to Him by the 
Father. Jesus also submitted to His 
earthly parents and to other appropri­
ate authorities. He modeled how hus­
bands can exhibit the dual role of hav­
ing authority and yet submitting one 
to another (Matthew 20:25-28).

As husbands, we need to under­
stand the difference between being an 
authoritarian and having authority. 
The authoritarian lords it over others. 
The authoritative husband actively de­
velops skills and experience at loving 
as Christ loved.

A husband has only as much au­
thority in the home as a submissive 
wife will grant. If I receive any credit 
for being a good husband and father, 
much of it can be directly attributed to 
my wife, Joy, because she sets the 
stage and makes it easier for me to be 
the husband that God intended for 

marriage. God created the 
husband and wife relation­
ship as a picture of His re­
lationship with His people.

The passage in Ephe­
sians 5 is still the best 
safeguard against divorce 
when we take the time to 
understand what was in­
tended from the beginning, 
where each spouse gives 
him self or herself com ­

pletely to the other without condition. 
Paul emphasizes this spiritual reality 
about marriage by saying, “I speak [of 
the mystery] concerning Christ and 
the church” (v. 32).

Christ’s relationship to His Bride, 
the Church, shows us that masculine 
leadership in a relationship is not 
domineering, but sacrificial. Further, 
love never forces itself on anyone. Je­
sus demonstrates this by inviting us 
into a love relationship with Him, but 
He enters only when we w illingly  
open ourselves to Him. Then, as the 
Scriptures say, we will no longer be 
two, but one. ift

Effective  
authority is 
granted, not 

grasped.

M ARK M ET C A LFE
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Through the
by Carolyn Gookins as told to Martha Martin

M
y heart raced with 
fear. In the darkness, 
thunder bellowed 
and lightning ripped 
the sky. I thought of 
Bryan and his fa­
vorite song, and I 
felt a calmness within me.

In the dark o f  the midnight 
H ave I oft hid my face,

While the storm  howls above  
me,
And there’s no hiding place.

’M id  the crash o f  the thunder, 
Precious Lord, hear my cry,

K eep me safe ’til the storm p a ss­
es by. *

Bryan’s life was a storm, a nev­
er-ending struggle with kidney 
failure. But he had a special spiri­
tual perceptiveness that kept him 
loving and trusting his Jesus until 
the fighting was over.

Bryan Wendell Gookins was 
bom on October 12, 1971.1 had 
anticipated his birth with great ex­
citement. It was unspeakable joy 
to hold him in my arms.

Bryan weighed 8 pounds, 15 
ounces, and measured 22 inches 
long at birth. He seemed perfectly 
normal with his blue eyes, round 
face, and brown hair. My husband, 
David, and I were so proud of him. 
I thought, Oh, I ’m really a mother!

The next night, we were 
shocked when the doctor informed 
us of a serious problem. Bryan’s 
coloring was blue, and his breath­
ing was abnormal. He was imme­
diately sent to Riley Children’s 
Hospital in Indianapolis.

Unable to accompany Bryan, I 
later learned that he had two car­
diac arrests and was in severe res­
piratory distress upon arrival there. 
He was also having seizures. The 
doctors placed him on a respirator.

They thought he would always 
need it to assist his breathing.

David and his family waited 
anxiously. The pastor joined hands 
with them, and they prayed togeth­
er. Moments later, a nurse came 
and said that, to her amazement, 
Bryan had begun breathing on his 
own. God had intervened! Bryan 
was taken off the respirator and 
never needed it again.

His condition was still very crit­
ical, due to the kidney failure he 
was experiencing. The doctors

B ryAN’S coloring 
WAS BLUE, AND HIS 

BREATHING WAS 
ABNORMAL.

gave little hope that he would live.
I was still at the Greensburg 

hospital 60 miles away. While the 
other mothers cuddled their babies, 
my arms were empty. Would I ever 
hold my baby?

After a week, I was able to visit 
Bryan. Pity wrenched my heart as 
I watched him. He had I Vs in his 
head. He was often getting stuck 
with needles to draw blood, and 
the bottoms of his feet looked like 
raw meat because of the many 
times they had been poked.

The doctors believed he would 
be mentally retarded because of 
the lack of oxygen to his brain. 
They didn’t think he would live to 
be a year old. As I looked at his 
clothes and room, I wondered if he

would ever get to enjoy them.
The seriousness of Bryan’s ill­

ness drew David and me to God. 
We knew He was Bryan’s only 
hope. We also realized that we 
needed Him in our lives.

Our love for Bryan grew. We 
wanted to take him home, but the 
doctors were concerned about our 
ability to attend to all his needs. 
After four months, when our son’s 
condition had stabilized, they 
agreed to let us try it.

Before Bryan was dismissed, we 
lived at the hospital for one week. 
We learned to take care of Bryan 
under the scrutiny of the doctors 
and nurses.

When we took Bryan home, he 
weighed less than his birth weight. 
Taking care of him was not an 
easy task. There were 13 medica­
tions to be administered around the 
clock. We had to watch his weight 
and blood pressure closely, along 
with signs of dehydration. A 
weight gain or loss of three ounces 
in a day had to be reported.

We took Bryan back to Riley 
weekly for checkups. We discov­
ered during one of these visits that 
our bringing Bryan home when we 
did was providential. Otherwise, he 
may not have lived as long as he 
did. There had been oversight on 
one of the medications, and he had 
been receiving twice the dosage he 
needed while hospitalized.

We had much to be thankful for 
despite his many problems. We 
were aware of God’s hand upon 
Bryan’s life. As he began to make 
progress, we saw that the doctors 
were wrong in their prediction of 
mental retardation. He responded 
to our love and attention and be­
gan doing the things babies nor­
mally do. My hopes soared when
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his first birthday came, and then 
his second, and third.

He couldn’t compete with other 
children physically, but he learned 
quickly. He could say the alphabet 
and count to 10 by the time he was

A u g u s t  1 9 9 7

Jeremy Collins

two and a half years old.
We dedicated Bryan to God in a 

Sunday morning church service. It 
was evident as he grew that he be­
longed to God. He always had to

Continued on page 23 
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THE 
UNHERALDED

byj. Wesley Eby

W

Jidda Watchorn— 
Cfodly M atriarch

hat do a dozen 
kids, widowhood, 
a fervent inter­
cessor, an 85- 
year-old Sunday 
School teacher, 
the Sally Jessy 

Raphael show, a hot-air balloon ride, 
and NTS mission scholarships have in 
common? Hilda 
Watchom, that’s what!

Let me tie these un­
likely, diverse compo­
nents of this unique 
woman’s life together.

Hilda, bom to 
American-German par­
ents, married Charles 
Watchom in Chicago 
in 1933. Settling on a 
farm on the upper 
peninsula of Michigan, 
life for Mrs. Watchom, 
far from routine, pro­
vided many challenges, especially sur­
viving the long, Arctic-like winters.

During the first two decades of her 
marriage, 12 children— including two 
sets of twins— stretched the walls of 
the Watchom seven-bedroom home to 
the max. Satisfying her kids’ ravenous 
appetites, along with the hired 
farmhands, Hilda seemingly spent 
most of her waking hours cooking 
sauerkraut, fried shoeloppers, and 
potato pancakes.

For several years, the Watchom fam­
ily gave God and religion little atten­
tion in their lives, and church atten­
dance was sporadic, if not rare. After 
all, they had a large farm to run. Fur­
thermore, their parents, nominal Chris­
tians at best, provided no model to fol­
low.

But suddenly, on one Sunday morn­
ing, all that changed. Paul, their sixth 
child and just five years old, was hit 
and killed by a truck in front of 
“their” church. This tragedy spun the 
family into a tomado-like crisis that 
led to Charles and Hilda’s conversion. 
Through the counsel and care o f a Pil­
grim Holiness Church pastor, they be­

came active members.
Hilda and Charles 

experienced all the 
pleasures and sorrows 
of parenthood through 
their children— Don­
na; twins Marlene and 
Marvin; Shirley; Sal­
ly; Paul, who died at 
5; Mary; John; David, 
with Down syndrome, 
who died at 21; twins 
Gary and Gloria; and 
Billy, who died at 2 
months.

Losing children was tough enough 
for Mom Watchom, but the sudden, 
unexpected death 
of her husband 
turned her world 
upside down. At 
the age o f 50, she 
was a widow with 
five children still 
at home, includ­
ing David with 
Down syndrome, 
plus a large farm 
to manage. She 
was over­
whelmed, crushed
with grief, and staggered by the day- 
by-day practical demands. Only faith 
in a sovereign God sustained her.

Selling the farm at a huge financial

r i’he sudden, unexpected 
death of her husband 

turned her world 
upside down.

loss, Hilda moved to a suburb of 
Cincinnati. Six o f her children had at­
tended God’s Bible School in this 
southwestern Ohio city and had set­
tled in the area.

For the past 35 years, Hilda has 
faithfully served the Lord in West 
Chester Church o f the Nazarene. To­
day, this spry octogenarian— who still 
mows her own lawn— teaches a Sun­
day School class, prepares Commu­
nion elements, and assists with the 
Mother’s Day Out program.

When her surviving nine children 
think o f their mother, two things—  
hard work and prayer— rise to the top 
like foam on a Diet Coke. Gloria said, 
“One o f my early memories is waking 
up on frigid Michigan mornings and 
Mother stoking the furnace. Then 
she’d kneel by herself, praying for all 
of us by name.”

This godly matriarch still remem­
bers her children, along with numer­
ous grand- and great-grandchildren, in 
daily intercession to God. Her grow­

ing tribe, number­
ing 70, means an 
even more active 
prayer life.

The legacy of 
this saintly matri­
arch is reflected in 
the lives o f her 
children. All of 
them serve the 
Lord in various 
ways. Six are 
members o f the 
Church o f the 

Nazarene. Daughter Sally Carroll and 
husband, Eldon, are song evangelists. 
Her youngest daughter, Gloria Bible, 
is administrative assistant to the presi­
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dent o f Nazarene Theological Semi­
nary (NTS), and Gloria’s husband, 
Ken, edited the Nazarene hymnal Sing 
to the Lord.

In 1993 Donna wrote a loving trib­
ute about her mother and submitted it 
to the Sally Jessy Raphael show, hop­
ing Mom Watchom would be one o f  
eight to-be-recognized mothers. Not 
surprisingly, Hilda was selected— out 
o f 10,000 entries. She and five daugh­
ters were flown to New York City as 
the guests o f the ABC network and 
appeared on the special mothers-hon- 
oring program.

Host Raphael asked Mrs. Watchom 
what “dream” she would liked ful­
filled. Instead o f requesting big-bucks 
items, such as a Cadillac or Caribbean 
cruise, the unpredictable 81 -year-old 
honoree declared that she’d like a ride 
in a hot-air balloon. And her dream

The hot-air balloon that provided a long­
time dream-fulfilled ride for Mrs. 
Watchorn.

became a reality with national televi­
sion coverage!

In July o f this year, this mom was 
honored again by her family. On the 
occasion of her 85th birthday, the 
Watchom clan celebrated their matri­
arch’s life with a family reunion at her 
church. At this occasion, the family 
announced the establishment o f the 
“Hilda G. Watchom Scholarship for 
Tomorrow’s Missionaries” at NTS. 
(For more information about the 
scholarship fund, call NTS at 816- 
333-6254, ext. 218.) As an endowed 
scholarship, the education o f future 
missionaries will be funded for gener­
ations to come.

Hilda Watchom, a godly and un­
heralded matriarch, will live forever 
in the cherished memories o f her fam­
ily and in the dedicated service of 
NTS-educated missionaries.

THROUGH THE STORM_ _ _ _ _ _ _
Continued from page 20

have his Bible when he went to 
church. He tried to look up the 
scriptures, although he was too 
young to find them.

Before the church service began, 
he limped to the platform and knelt 
beside a pew to pray as the pastor 
did. During the sermon, he would 
raise his hand and say “Amen,” to 
the delight of our minister.

Bryan loved music and spent 
hours listening to records. He 
strummed his play guitars until the 
strings came off. He sang church 
songs in the grocery store or wher­
ever he happened to be. Once, 
when he was 
three, he sang 
the verses and 
chorus o f “ ’Til 
the Storm Passes 
By” during a 
church service 
without help or 
accompaniment.
He wanted to do 
it alone.

While Bryan 
was learning and growing, he was 
in and out o f the hospital and had 
several surgeries. When he was 
home, I could often tell he didn’t 
feel well. He would go and lie 
down. Sometimes I thought he was 
just tired, but later I realized that he 
probably never knew what it felt 
like to be healthy.

I was not willing to give him up 
to death, even after seeing him suf­
fer through so much. I prayed, 
“Lord, Your will,” with reserve, 
“but heal him.”

One bright, moonlit night short­
ly after Bryan’s fourth birthday, I 
awoke. 1 quietly made my way to 
his room, my path lit only by the 
heavens.

I knelt by his bed, where he lay 
so peacefully, and prayed, “Lord, 
he’s Yours. I really want Your will. 
1 give him to You. You know what 
is best.” As the tears streamed, I 
knew that I committed Bryan to 
the Lord. The reservations I had 
felt were gone.

Soon after that, Bryan told us, 
“I’m not gonna have to take my 
ickies and my ouchies anymore. 
I ’m gonna go play my guitar for 
Jesus.”

His condition worsened, and he 
spent his last Christmas in the hos­
pital as he had his first. The usual 
excitement of the family exchang­
ing gifts was gone. Our presents 
were left unopened under the tree. 
We learned a valuable lesson about 
a more important gift—the gift of 
life.

We took Bryan’s presents to him 
a few days before Christmas, not 
knowing if he would last until the 
holidays. One of them contained his 
first real guitar.

The doctors presented us with 
the option o f a 
kidney trans­
plant. But 
Bryan’s diseased 
kidneys had 
caused so many 
other organs to 
malfunction, his 
chances o f sur­
viving were very 
slim. We decid­
ed to leave him 

in God’s hands. Bryan had suf­
fered enough.

On January 5, 1976, David de­
cided to stay at the hospital with 
Bryan and me rather than go to 
work. Bryan’s blood pressure kept 
dropping that morning. At first, I 
felt this was a good sign. It was 
still in my mind that God might 
heal him completely. However, 
that was not to be the case. That 
afternoon, Bryan breathed his last 
without a struggle.

When the long night has ended, 
And the storms come no more,

Let me stand in Thy presence 
On that bright, peaceful 
shore.

In that land where the tempest 
Never comes, Lord, may I

Dwell with Thee when the storm 
passes by. *

Bryan’s song was a reality at last. 
On his tombstone is a guitar and an 
epitaph that reads, “A little child 
shall lead them” (Isaiah 11:6).
‘ “ ’Til the Storm Passes By” by Mosie Lister. ©1958, Renewed 
1986 by Lillenas Publishing Co. All rights reserved.

B ryan told us, t m

GONNA GO PLAY MY 
GUITAR FOR JESUS.”
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V/TheStock Market

T
he Caribbean Islands 
are noted for their 
tourism industry. But 
on the island of An­
tigua, Rev. Rosa Lee 
considers her main in­
dustry to be winning 
souls and helping people grow 

spiritually.
Rosa is making history for 

the Church of the Nazarene. Techni­
cally, she is the second female to 
hold the position of district superin­
tendent in the Church of the Naz­
arene. In 1920 Elsie M. Wallace was 
superintendent of the Northwest Dis­
trict for four months.

However, Rev. Rosa Lee was first 
appointed to serve as superintendent 
of the Leeward/Virgin Islands Dis­
trict in July 1990 and will hold the 
post until 1999.

Leadership is not a new role for 
Rosa. She accepted Christ as an 11- 
year-old in Dominica. “All along I 
felt the Lord wanted me to be fully

ROSA
by Jeanette Gardner Littleton

committed to Him,” Rosa said. “But 
1 waited to commit myself because I 
had other plans.”

Finally, when she was 17, Rosa 
felt the Holy Spirit’s prompting at a 
watch night service. “The message 
came that I should present my body 
a living sacrifice to the Lord. 1 gave 
everything to Him and told Him, 
‘Use me as You w ill.” ’ She was 
quite sure that the Lord did not have 
a career in the tourism industry in 
mind.

Rosa’s next step in her spiritual 
quest was to attend the Reformed 
M ethodist B ible School (now

Church of Christ in Christian 
Union), where she learned to 
preach and served as assistant 
pastor for a mission church, the 
Newtown Reformed Methodist 
Church.

A Ministry Partner, Please
God’s calling on Rosa’s life 

was clear. But Rosa felt timid 
about going into full-time ser­

vice or preaching on her own. She 
decided to petition God. “I told the 
Lord if He really wanted me to be of 
service to Him, I would like for Him 
to give me a husband who could go 
with me.”

During evangelistic services for 
the Newtown Church, Rev. Henry 
Lee, from the Pilgrim  H oliness 
church in Antigua, preached. He met 
Rosa and soon proclaimed she was 
“a rib that would fit in his side.” 
Twenty-year-old Rosa found her 
helpmeet in service.

After regularly leading evangelis­
tic services, the Lees pastored sever-
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CHOICE BETWEEN A CAREER IN TOURISM 
TO PEOPLE. ROSA CHOSE MINISTRY.



Rev. Rosa Lee with General Superintendent Janies Diehl and H era ld  editor Wesley Tracy

al churches for the Pilgrim Holiness 
denomination. Then they started an 
independent church called Beacon 
Light.

A friend told the Lees about the 
Church of the Nazarene coming to 
Antigua and recommended that they 
jo in  the denomination. The Lees 
contacted the denomination, and in 
1973 the Beacon Light Church of 
the Nazarene was bom.

“We were drawn to the denomina­
tion for several reasons,” Rosa ex­
plains. “We had views in common 
concerning the doctrine because we 
all believed in the doctrine of holi­
ness.

“And through the years, I ’ve been 
very excited about the administra­
tion. I like the structure. I think this 
denomination is the best organized 
—I don’t think any match it.”

The Lees pastored the Beacon 
Light Church as a team until Hen­
ry’s sudden death in 1979. Rosa re­
calls, “I remember calling our eight 
children together and 
telling them their dad­
dy had gone. I knew 
most organizations 
don’t appreciate a 
woman preacher, so I 
told the children we 
would have to put our 
heads together and 
see what we could do 
to keep our lives go­
ing and support our­
selves.” Was it back to the tourism 
industry for the Lees?

A month later, Rosa was amazed 
when district officials asked her to 
continue the work of the church until 
they could find a replacement.

“I didn’t know if I could fulfill the 
role, but I told them I would try. And 
so in August I was made the supply 
pastor and carried on until January 
when we had church meetings and 
elections. The church board said 
they were satisfied with my perfor­
mance and asked if they could ex­
tend it for another year.” The next 
year, she became the regular pastor 
of the church.

“When my husband died and I 
was asked to carry on the work, I

felt that was what the Lord wanted 
because I knew He had called me 
before, and He’d given me my hus­
band to serve with. Now I felt He 
was still leading me.

“I was also less timid about taking 
over the church because we had

some strong men in the church who 
supported me.”

Pastor, Yes; D.S., No
Rosa didn’t have that same confi­

dence when she was nominated to be 
superintendent of the Leeward/ Vir­
gin Islands District. She immediate­
ly refused.

“I said, ‘No, 1 don’t think I can 
handle that responsibility. That is a 
man’s job ,”’ Rosa recounts. “Per­
haps I felt it was a man’s job be­
cause I had never heard of a lady 
D.S. And I was afraid people would 
not like having a woman in the 
role.”

But in the follow ing weeks, 
Rosa’s spirit was uneasy. “To be

honest, I felt guilty. I felt as if I had 
disobeyed God. So I asked the Lord, 
‘Show me what it is.’

“One day I was praying and fast­
ing for the Lord to ease my burden 
and show me what I needed to do to 
get rid of that load.”

That night Rosa got 
her answer. The man 
who had been chosen 
as the district superin­
tendent felt accepting 
the responsibility had 
been a wrong move, 
just as Rosa felt turn­
ing it down had been a 
step of disobedience.

“He called me and 
told me he had been 
praying and fasting 

about the matter all day. He wanted 
to know if I would reconsider.

“We didn’t know it, but we were 
both praying along the same lines. I 
told him he should let the authorities 
know his thoughts, and whatever 
they decided, I would regard as what 
the Lord wanted me to do.”

Rosa was asked to reconsider, and 
the D istrict Advisory Board ap­
proved the idea. Rosa was installed 
as superintendent of the Leeward/ 
Virgin Islands District. Meanwhile, 
she has remained the pastor of the 
Beacon Light Church, along with an 
associate pastor who takes much of 
the day-to-day workload.

Under Rosa’s leadership, this dis­
trict has grown to become a self-sup­

I  THINK THIS DENOMINATION IS 
THE BEST ORGANIZED—I DON’T 

THINK ANY MATCH IT.”
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porting system of nine churches and 
more than 600 members—including 
70 new members received during the 
past year.

Part o f this success may stem 
from Rosa’s skills at working with 
people. She feels since becoming a 
district superintendent and empow­
ering her associate pastor, she is 
freer to work with personal ministry. 
Besides a gift for individual work, 
God has given her a special anoint­
ing in the area of leadership. With an 
enthusiastic fire, she motivates those 
with whom she works. She is espe­
cially burdened to equip and encour­
age the pastors on her district.

“I consider myself a 
pastor to the pastors,” 
she says. “I enjoy be­
ing helpful, especially 
to the young pastors 
who are inexperienced.
I like to try to make it 
as easy as possible for 
them  and try  to en­
courage them. I have 
found them very will­
ing to listen to my ad­
vice. I visit the church­
es as often as I can and 
annually hold church 
conferences with the 
pastors. I take their re­
ports and get the heart­
beat of the churches. I 
also help the churches keep in touch 
with what the other churches are do­
ing. That encourages them and pro­
motes a good kind of competition.”

Her other responsibilities include 
being a mediator between the local 
church and regional headquarters, 
doing administrative work, and serv­
ing on the board for the Caribbean 
Nazarene Theological College.

Although the district has gained 
much ground under Rosa’s leader­
ship, she eagerly plans for an even 
brighter future. Rosa is helping the 
people learn that they can achieve 
great accom plishm ents and take 
risks with God’s power.

For instance, one of the churches 
had an incomplete parsonage. Rosa 
illustrates, “The people of the church 
did not have the money to do it, so

F,OR MORE THAN 20 YEARS, 
SHE HAS GATHERED WITH OTHER 

FAITHFUL FOLLOWERS EVERY 
WEDNESDAY MORNING AT 5 A.M. 

TO TAP INTO GOD’S POWER 
THROUGH PRAYER.

they thought they could sit down 
and wait until a Work and Witness 
team would come and complete the 
work.

“In quite a few areas, I’ve tried to 
help the churches catch the vision to 
get up and do what needs to be done. 
I ’ve explained, ‘It might seem as 
though you can’t do it, but if you put 
feet to your prayers, you’ll find you 
get it done.’

“So this church sent the pastor 
and his wife on a vacation and raised 
the finances and finished the work 
themselves.”

Other churches on the district 
have started compassionate min­
istries and community outreach— 
programs that will be especially 
valuable when hurricanes again hit 
the area, as they do every other year 
or so.

Rosa feels the success and growth 
in her district, as in every area of 
life, is a direct result of prayer. Ev­
ery morning, she arises early to 
swim in the ocean and to spend time 
with the Lord. For more than 20 
years, she has gathered with other 
faithful followers every Wednesday 
morning at 5 a.m. to tap into God’s 
power through prayer.

“Many battles have been fought 
and victories won in the morning 
prayer meeting,” Rosa reflects. “I 
don’t know if I have many skills. 
But I know I believe in prayer.

“Prayer gives me a sense of near­
ness with the Lord. I know my limi­

tations. I wasn’t privi­
leged to get a degree 
or a doctorate, so most 
o f the know ledge I 
have is from God. In 
marvelous ways, He 
tells me what to do. 
He’s like my tutor—I 
speak to Him and He 
guides me.

“Jesus is my Exam­
ple. He was the Son 
of God, but He never 
did anything without 
prayer. So I see prayer 
as a means of strength 
to meet whatever His 
needs were. And I feel 
the same way, that 

prayer strengthens me to meet what­
ever problems and needs I, and the 
people in my district, may have.”

W hen her term  ends in 1999, 
Rosa plans to retire as district super­
intendent. Besides visiting her chil­
dren, half of whom live in the Unit­
ed States and Canada, Rosa still 
wants to minister full-time. If she is 
not pastoring, she hopes to work on 
a more personal level with young 
people and seniors. She would also 
like to speak at conventions, meet­
ings, and women’s organizations— 
sharing what she has learned from 
being a leader and a woman in au­
thority.

But no matter what retirement 
brings for Rev. Rosa Lee, we’ll still 
see her active in the industry of 
prayer and spiritual guidance—not 
as a guide in the tourism industry. ^
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New Holiness Resources 
from Beacon Hill Press
A n E m p o w e r e d  W i t n e s s
Sermons and Writings o f Paul S. Rees 
“Few men speak as well. . . b u t  he has achieved the rare gift o f writing as well. [He]. . .  
leaves people reachingfomew heights o f Christian living. He jabs the conscience and 
challenges the mind. Yet, the love o f Christ comes through clearly— Billy Graham

Once in a great while a preacher comes along whose message, delivery, and passion for souls sets the 
kingdom of God aflame. Paul S. Rees, whose ministry spanned the majorportion of the 20th century, was - 
such a man. For 73 years he shared the gospel across the glohe in countless settings to people in every walk 
of life. His every energy was devoted tn winning persons to Christ and encouraging them in their faith.

This collection of Dr. Rees’s most engaging sermons will serve not only as a valuable tool for pastors 
hut also as stirring devotional material for laypersons. It is a look deep into the heart of a man in love with 
the Savior and committed to service in His name.

M o r e  H o l i n e s s  i n  E v e r y d a y  L i f e
“Be holy, for I am holy.” That’s the hihlical imperative as well as the desire of a 

surrendered heart. Unfortunately, in the wear and tear of everyday life, it doesn’t always 
happen that way How do Christians reconcile the hihlical call to holiness with the rigors of everyday exis­
tence? Join Dr. George Lyons on a journey through Scripture, and discover that holiness is not another de­
mand to be met hut a pathway to an abundant life in the midst of life’s pressing demands.

Dr. George Lyons is professor of biblical literature at Northwest Nazarene College in Nampa, Idaho. He is a graduate of Olivet Nazarene 
University and received his Ph.D. from Emory University. He is a coauthor of A Dictionary of the Bible and Christian Doctrine in Everyday 
English and author of Holiness in Everyday Life.u-
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G r e a t  H o l i n e s s  C l a s s i c s , V o l . 1
Holiness Teacfnhg: New Testament Times to Wesley

Heart purity, perfect love, sanctification—though John Wesley is acclaimed as the chief articulator of 
the doctrine in modem times, believers have both sought and known its truth in every generation of the 
Church. Included in this collection of Holiness classics are writings from the Shepherd of Hennas, Ire- 
naeus, Clement of Alexandria,'Tertullian, Bernard of Clairvaux, and others. The volume editorintroduces 
each writer’s contributions with pertinent facts and commentaiy that place them in their proper historical 
and doctrinal context. Volume 1 in the six-volume set of Great Holiness Classics, this text is a must for any 
serious student of holiness or theology

Dr. Paul Bassett is professor of the history of Christianity at Nazarene Theological Seminary. A graduate of Olivet Nazarene University 
and the Divinity School at Duke University, he holds a Ph.D. from Duke University and has done postgraduate studies at Ohio State Uni­
versity and the University of Kansas. Dr. Bassett previously served as a professor at Trevecca Nazarene University, West Virginia Universi­
ty, and Seminario Nazarena de las Americas in Costa Rica-

T h e o l o g y , $29.99, H H 083-411-5751
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Dr. Paul S. Rees was born in Providence, Rhode Island, in 1900. He graduated in 1923 from the University of Southern California. 
Throughout his 73-year ministry he spoke to crowds in over 60 countries. The author of 14 books, he also wrote columns in the Asbury 
Herald, Covenant Companion, and World Vision magazine.

S p i r i t u a l i t y / M in is t r y  R e s o u r c e s , $10.99, H H 083-411-660X

T h e  C h u r c h  R i t u a l s  H a n d b o o k
Perfect for every minister! Covering a wide array of rituals, each order 

of service provides suggested hymns and Scripture along with a recita-' 
tion. Included are the rituals of Baptism, Reception of New Members, 
the Lord’s Supper, Marriage, Calls to Worship, Dedications, Benedic­
tions, Services of Healing, Seasonal Services, and more. A tremendous 
resource for ministry.

Dr. Jesse Middendorf currently serves as senior pastor of Kansas City First Church 
of the Nazarene. A graduate of Trevecca Nazarene University and Nazarene Theological 
Seminary, he has pastored churches in Tennessee, Kentucky, New Mexico, Texas, and 
Missouri..
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Devotion and Duty in Deuteronomy

A Biblical Perspective 
on Leadership

ROGER L . HAHN

Roger L. Hahn is professor o f N ew  Testa­
ment a t Nazarene Theological Seminary.

And it will be that when he sits on the 
throne of his kingdom he will write for 
himself a copy of this law from the book 
in the presence of the levitical priests. 
And it will be with him and he will read 
in it all of the days of his life, in order 
that he might learn to fear the L o r d  his 
God, to keep all the words of this law 
and these statutes, to do them, so that 
his heart is not exalted above his broth­
ers, and so that he not turn from the 
commandment to the right or to the left 
(Deuteronomy 17:18-20a).*

T h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  q u a l i t i e s  of a  

leader are moral, spiritual, and personal. 
The way a leader performs the technical 
details of his or her job is less important. 
Recently I listened to a group of friends 
talk about their commitment to their de­
nomination. They spoke of people who 
had influenced their lives in the years 
gone by. They referred to the sacrifices, 
commitments, expressions of love, and 
the simple faith of the people who had 
influenced them. No one mentioned ad­
ministrative skills or teaching ability or 
preaching excellence. The heart of their 
leaders had won their allegiance.

Deuteronomy 16:18— 18:22 describes 
various leaders in the nation of Israel. 
Looking forward to a time when Israel 
would be ruled by a king, Deuteronomy 
17:14-20 describes the qualities of lead­
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ership needed by that king. Administra­
tive skill and military prowess are not 
mentioned. Rather, the spiritual qualities 
of the king will be determinative.

Verses 15-17 describe several impor­
tant spiritual and personal characteris­
tics of the righteous king. He must be a 
native Israelite, according to verse 15. 
The Hebrew text states that the king 
must come from among “your broth­
ers.” In the context of Deuteronomy, 
this meant that the king must be a part 
of the people God had brought out of 
slavery in Egypt. A leader of the people 
of God must have experienced the sav­
ing action of God. He must be part of 
the covenant relationship of the wor­
shiping people with their saving God.

The king must not be secular in his 
assumptions or materialistic in his na­
ture. Verse 16 forbids turning to Egypt to 
acquire horses. In that time, chariot hors­
es represented the peak of military tech­
nology. But the king was to trust in the 
God who delivered Israel 
from Egypt, not in the mili­
tary equipment used by the 
Egyptians. Some see the 
prohibition in verse 17 
against multiple wives as 
forbidding polygamy or 
adultery. However, in the 
biblical culture, the com­
mand seems to be directed 
against seeking the great 
wealth (and the accompany­
ing status) that would en­
able the king to afford a large harem. 
Pursuit of an impressive portfolio can 
easily turn one’s focus from God.

Verse 18 then makes the positive 
command that the king acquire his own 
personal copy of the Law, the Scripture 
of that time. The king was to read the 
instructions of Scripture every day of 
his life. Verses 19 and 20 envision sev­
eral results from this discipline of devo­
tion. The first result is reverence for 
God. No quality is more important for a

leader than to know that God (not the 
leader) is God. The second result is obe­
dience to all the commands of God. Not 
only is the king to keep the command­
ments from being watered down, he is 
to perform them himself.

A third result of daily reading and 
meditation on the Scriptural laws would 
be humility. The king was not to exalt 
himself above the other members of 
God’s people. The role of leadership is 
more a matter of great responsibility 
than it is a measure of great ability. In 
the final analysis, the king was to be the 
model Israelite. In this capacity he 
served in a representative role. He rep­
resented the people to God, and he rep­
resented to the people the way they 
were to live before God.

The leaders who stimulated such love 
of their church for my friends were not 
leaders in the institutional sense. They 
were not bishops or superintendents or 
presidents of schools. They were Sun­
day School teachers, parents, and pas­
tors of small churches. They relied on 
God because they had few material re­
sources. But they were leaders in the 
biblical sense because they influenced 
another generation of people to follow 
Christ and serve the church. May their 
tribe increase in our generation!

For further study: (1) Study the de­
scription of other leaders found in 
Deuteronomy 16:18—18:22. What spiri­

tual principles are described for these 
leaders? How would such principles be 
lived out today? (2) Study the “require­
ments” for leadership given in 1 Timothy 
3:1-13. Identify the spiritual characteris­
tics that represent what all Christians 
should be. (3) Write a brief prayer of 
commitment describing the kind of per­
son you want to be before God so that 
the next generation will be inspired to 
follow Christ by your example.
’ Scripture quotations are the author’s own translation.
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The heart of their leaders had 
won their allegiance.
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by Joe Seay

I
t was a lie, telling the dirty, tattered stranger I 
wasn’t going his way. A convenient lie. Every­
one knows how dangerous it is to pick up a 
hitchhiker, but I could have just told the truth 
and refused to give him a ride.

The conviction of the Holy Spirit settled in 
upon me, and I wrestled with my conscience as I 

put my key into the ignition. I’ve been a Christian for 
many years, and I’m not in the habit of lying to any­
one about anything. But who could blame me in this 
case?

The ragged young man with uncombed hair and a 
heavy beard had approached me as I left the bank, just 
as I was getting into my car. “Could you help me, 
please?” had been his opening line.

“What can I help you with?” I asked with a wary 
eye on the distance between us.

He wanted to know the location of the navy recruit­
ing station, and he needed a ride there. That’s when I

told him I wasn’t headed that way, even though I was. 
After all, this pitiful-looking character didn’t need a 
blunt rejection from me to add to the wounds he al­
ready carried. And I couldn’t afford to give him a ride. 
What if he planned to attack me and steal my car?

Then I heard the Voice. “Give him a ride,” it said.
Had I imagined it? Was my guilty conscience play­

ing tricks on me? Then I heard it again. “Give him a 
ride.”

I couldn’t tell if I was hearing the words with my 
physical ears or only in my mind, but they were dis­
tinct and to the point. “Lord, is that really You?” I 
prayed softly. But I already knew what I was going to 
do.

I got out of my car and told the man I would be go­
ing by the navy recruiting station and would be 
pleased to give him a ride. As we drove along, he re­
warded me for my generosity by commenting, “This 
sure is a nice car.”
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Suspicions leaped into my mind. He wanted my car. 

What might he do to get it?
“Lord, I’m in Your hands now,” I prayed silently. 
Then he began to share some of his experiences 

with me. He had come to my town looking for work 
but had been unable to find any. He was broke, home­
less, and discouraged. He was only 19 years old and 
far from home. He was feeling lonely and disappoint­
ed in people. In fact, he had decided that his best op­
tion was to “join the navy and see the world.”

I was touched by his sincerity and began to ask 
L -  about his priorities and what he felt was important in 

this life. It turned out that he 
didn’t really want to join the 
navy but had made that de- 

L— cision out of a sense of des­
peration. In fact, he wasn’t 
even sure the navy would 
want him, looking the way 
he did, especially his shoes.

I looked at his feet, which 
were sporting a pair of old, 
worn-out sandals. He ex­
plained that he had spent 
several nights in the back­
yard of a vacant house, and 
the night before, while he slept, someone had stolen 
his shoes. He didn’t even have money to buy food, 
much less shoes, so he’d looked around until he’d 
found the discarded sandals.

By this time I had warmed up to this hungry, friend­
less young man, who was about the same age as my 
son. So I invited him to go with me to the Christian 
Men’s Club luncheon. I was on my way there now.

He declined, saying he didn’t want a handout. In re­
sponse, I heard these words coming out of my mouth: 
“If you will go with me to this meeting and allow me 
to treat you to a good meal, I believe God will provide 
you a pair of shoes.”

What kind of answer was that? “Did I say that?” I 
wondered. “Lord, is that You again?”

My passenger perked up. “Do you really think God 
will do that?” he asked.

Sounding as confident as I could, I replied, “I ’m 
sure He will.”

So my new friend in his wrinkled clothes, single­
strap sandals, and long hair went with me to the lun­

cheon. He ate a big plate of food but politely refused 
to go back for seconds, in spite of my urging.

When the time came for me to introduce my guest, I 
mentioned my new friend’s need for shoes and my 
promise that God would provide him shoes if he at­
tended the meeting. By then I was certain the Lord was 
going to supply this likable young man with a more 
substantial pair of shoes than the sandals he had found.

As the meeting proceeded, another stranger entered 
the drama. He was a man who has attended the Chris­
tian Men’s Club midweekly luncheon only once in the 
17-year history of the club. And the day he attended

was the day I promised a 
needy young man a pair of 
shoes.

Unnoticed, this man 
slipped out of the room.
Five minutes later, he re­
turned and handed my 
young guest a box. “Here,” 
he said. “These are for you.” 

Inside the box was a pair 
of cowboy boots. My friend 
was thrilled. In west Texas, 
cowboy boots are perpetual­
ly stylish. “Did he just give 

these to me?” he asked.
“He sure did!” I answered.
“But I have a big foot,” he said. “I wear a size 12 

shoe. I wonder what size these boots are.”
I had an answer ready. “I’m sure they are size 12.”
They were size 12, and when my friend tried them 

on, they were a perfect fit. Of course! God knew what 
size his feet were.

After the meeting, several Christian men joined me 
in explaining the love of Christ for everyone. Our 
new, young friend repented and committed his life to 
Jesus Christ. Then he agreed to call his parents in an­
other state and tell them about his decision. There was 
great rejoicing that day over a young man’s opportuni­
ty to exchange tired old sandals for cowboy boots and 
his decision to exchange filthy rags for robes of righ­
teousness.

As for me, my ability to hear from the Lord was re­
fined and encouraged that day. And I was reminded of 
the awesome joy available to those who hear and obey 
the still, small voice of God. ^

H,LE WAS BROKE, 

DISCOURAGED, 19, AND 

FAR FROM HOME.
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Nazarene Pastor Retires After 46 Years in Same 
Church

Eula Cox Honored on 106th Birthday

North Raleigh Celebrates 25th Anniversary and Church 
Dedication

Nazarene Sheriff 
Participates in Exchange 
Program to Israel
Scott Chitwood, sheriff of Whitfield 
County, Georgia, recently returned 
from a 16-day trip to Israel, as part of 
the Georgia Law Enforcement Ex­
change Program.

While in Israel, the participants met 
with Israeli police, border patrol, and 
military personnel to learn about oper­
ational procedures and exchange in­
formation.

One evening, the delegation re­
ceived clearance to attend an awards 

cerem ony that 
honored officers 
and civilians for 
acts o f bravery. 
Prime M inister  
Benjam in N e ­
tanyahu was the 
guest speaker. 

Chitwood is an 
active member o f the Dalton, Ga., 
Church o f the Nazarene, where he 
serves as a church board member, 
head usher, and teacher of an adult 
Sunday School class.

While in Israel the group was able 
to visit many biblical sites in Jeru­
salem, along the Jordan River, and in 
the Sea of Galilee area.

Chitwood said, “We were on a very 
tight schedule with every day 12-14 
hours long. It was pleasing to be al­
lowed time for some sightseeing dur­
ing the trip. It provided me the oppor­
tunity of a lifetim e, and I am very 
grateful.”

The Mount Vernon, Mo., Church of 
the Nazarene honored Eula Cox on 
the occasion of her 106th birthday on 
April 2.

During a Sunday morning service, 
the pastor, Douglas Human, inter­
viewed Cox and presented her with 
gifts. Mrs. Cox gave her personal tes­
timony and sang “No One Ever Cared 
for Me like Jesus.”

In attendance were 40 members of

Cox’s family 
who cam e 
from Arkan­
sas, O kla­
homa, N ew  
Mexico, Tex­
as, and W is­
consin. Some 
met their 
“Aunt Eula” 
for the first time.

The North Raleigh, N.C., Church of 
the Nazarene held a 25th anniversary 
and church dedication April 19-20, 
according to John W hitsett, senior

pastor. Bill Sullivan, Church Growth 
Division director and former superin­
tendent of the North Carolina District, 
was the guest speaker.

All former pastors— Don 
Dunlap, Dan B oone, and 
Carl Leth— attended and 
participated in the dedica­
tion.

The church set a record 
attendance o f 515 for the 
occasion. The new facility 
and land is valued at $2.5 
million.

Rev. and Mrs. 
Leslie Wooten
retired from  
the Oak Grove 
Church of the 
Nazarene in 
Decatur, 111., 
on July 27. 
Their entire 
pastoral min­

istry of 46 years has been at the Oak 
Grove Church.

W ooten, a graduate o f O livet 
Nazarene College (now University), 
was led to start a church in Decatur in 
1951. According to the Wootens, they 
began with no members, no building,

and no parsonage. “God provided a 
tent, a weed patch, and church mem­
bers,” Mrs. Wooten said. “And He 
provided a roof over our heads and 
food for our family of six.” Four and a 
half decades later, the Wootens leave a 
healthy church.

During the W ootens’ pastorate, 
eight have been called into the min­
istry, includ ing daughter Debra 
Edwards, and William Brian Hay, who 
will succeed Wooten as pastor.

Their church family and four chil­
dren— David, Donna, D aniel, and 
Debra— planned a special service and 
reception to honor their pastor and 
parents.
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Ordinations

(Above) 1997 Anaheim District ordinand class (I. to r.): General Superintendent 
William J. Prince, Rev. M. Annetta Turner, Rev. and Mrs. Michael Pankey, 
Rev. and Mrs. Steven Lewis, Rev. Michael Kitsko, District Superintendent 
Thomas L. Goble.

(Above) 1997 Philadelphia D istrict ordinand class (I. to r.): D istrict Super­
intendent Talmage Haggard, Rev. Antonio Bonilla, Rev. and Mrs. Eduardo 
Ramirez, Rev. Abby and Daryl Keiser, Rev. and Mrs. Glenn Daisey, Rev. Joy 
and Dill Ziegler, Rev. and Mrs. Christopher Archer, Rev. and Mrs. Rurdette 
Lahr, General Superintendent John A. Knight.

(Above) 19 97  C en tra l F lo rid a  D is tr ic t ord inand c lass  (I. to r . j:  D is tr ic t  
Superintendent Gene Fuller, Rev. JoAnn Fustin, Rev. Don Faling, Rev. Huot 
Phu Chau, Rev. Antoine Joseph, Rev. Kenneth Claxton, Rev. Dremeus Desir, 
Rev. Spencer Craig, Rev. Noel George, Rev. Denis Nereus, Rev. Diane Watson.

(Above) 1997 Washington District ordinand class (I. to r.): Rev. Estell Gross, 
Rev. and Mrs. Rogelio Oscal (credentials from another denomination recog­
nized), Rev. and Mrs. Joseph Schiren, Rev. and Mrs. Richard Prahl, Rev. and 
Mrs. James Heyward II, Rev. and Mrs. Reginald Watson, Rev. and Mrs. Todd 
Risser, Rev. and Mrs. John Cooper Sr., Rev. Norman Smith. (Back row, I. to r.) 
D istric t Superintendent Jerry Porter, General Superintendent Jerald D. 
Johnson, District Secretary Terry Sowden.

I Above, 1997 Houston District ordinand class (I. to r.): District Superintendent 
J. W. Lancaster, Rev. and Mrs. In-Kap Park (credentials from another denom­
ination recognized), Rev. and Mrs. Kevin Snow, Rev. Emily and Harold Ray, 
Rev. Deverly Cook and M r. Cook, General Superintendent Donald D. Owens.

(Above) 1997 Washington P ac ific  D istrict ordinand class (I. to r.): D istrict 
Superintendent Hugh L. Smith, Rev. and Mrs. L. Lee Hart, Rev. and Mrs. 
Samuel Montanez, General Superintendent Donald D. Owens.

(Above) 1997 Central California District ordinand class (seated. I. to r.): District 
Superintendent Wil Spaite, Rev. Chantha and Seut Kam, Rev. Donny Crandell, 
Rev. and Mrs. Jesse Ruby, General Superintendent John A. Knight. (Standing, 
I. to r.) Rev. and Mrs. Michael Ford, Rev. and Mrs. Gary Peugh, Rev. and Mrs. 
Lawrence Vinyard, Rev. and Mrs. Steven Dickerson, Rev. and Mrs. Mark 
Dane, Rev. and Mrs. J. Rodney Jamison, Rev. and Mrs. Glen Smith, Rev. and 
Mrs. Larry Ehoff.

(Above) 1 9 9 7  W est T e xas  D is tr ic t  o rd in a n d  c lass  (I. to r.) :  G eneral 
Superintendent William J. Prince, Rev. and Mrs. Norbert Cannon, Rev. Chris 
Jones, Rev. Dan Huckins (credentials from another denomination recog­
nized), Rev. and Mrs. Huston Myers, Rev. and Mrs. Gregory Johnson, District 
Superintendent Charles E. Jones.
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Over 60

Ice Pick

C. Ellen Watts is a freelance writer living in 
Nampa, Idaho.

F ig u re  s k a te r  K u r t  B ro w n in g  
bowed out near the beginning of a 
short program and lost his chance 
of winning a million-dollar prize.
A cameraman with an eye for the 
spectacular caught Browning’s 
sheepish expression, held his cam­
era steady through a mouthed “I 
forgot,” and the world knew the 
story that made ice competition 
history.

Browning’s troubles began with 
his failure to practice systematical­
ly through steps he had once skat­
ed routinely. Unaware that months 
of show-biz performances had 
dulled his response to routine, 
Browning made a mistake early in 
his program, skated aimlessly for a 
moment, then did what no other 
figure skating champion had ever 
before done. He quit.

A whole lot of commercials lat­
er, Scott Hamilton skated what 
might well have been a perfect 6.0. 
But Hamilton’s days of competi­
tion were about to come to an end. 
Ignoring stern judges, he flashed 
his fans a grin and did a quick 
backflip. A no-no. While scores 
plummeted, the crowd went wild,

and a satisfied Hamilton collected 
flowers all the way to the locker 
room.

The diverse behavior of those 
young guys has left me with ques­
tions. In short, having accepted 
routine as a rite of passage to the 
puttering pace of “Slow Down 
City,” Browning’s mess-up and 
Hamilton’s messing with my in­
creasing dependence on routine all 
but yanked my imaginary skates 
out from under me.

Now that my comfort zone’s 
been moved to shifting sands, I 
wonder. Does my habitual brown 
toast along with shredded wheat 
dredged through skim milk have to 
do with healthier eating? Or with 
never having to think before 
breakfast or come up with a plan?

Worse yet, is it from 
habit or to listen from 
our pastor’s “best side” 
that I sashay from class 
to the same east pew 
every Sunday? Could 
cutting a rut down that 
green-carpeted aisle be 
setting me up for anoth­
er go-around with 
childhood? How kids 
thrive with routine ren­
ders my twice-Sunday trek down­
right scary!

Actually, our settling for a same 
general location each week began 
with good reason. Easier sighting 
following a benediction meant 
faster Grandpa-tackling for the 
small fry. The same general loca­
tion principle now helps me to re­
member where I last laid my glass­
es or parked the car.

Keeping up with routine while

bouncing all over the place is a lit­
tle like an old couplet that goes, 
“Habit with some must be a test of 
truth; / It has to be right; they’ve 
done it since youth.”

One morning, deciding routine 
might be a good thing to divert 
from on occasion, I deliberately 
changed my Sunday path. While 
no one offered a million-dollar 
prize as skaters get, my view of 
the pastor’s profile dropped to so- 
so, hymnbooks were plentiful, and 
the strange pew was comfortable.

On my way out of church, since 
my routine contacts were all busy 
greeting one another in the east 
aisle, I smiled and shook hands 
with a young fellow who looked as 
if he could use the Lord, a mom, 
or a wife— in that order, and

maybe all three. Detecting no 
flicker of an interest in acquiring a 
grandmother, I quickly introduced 
him to a couple of fellows skilled 
in befriending and escaped quite 
easily via that unfamiliar aisle.

All things and my moss-clogged 
memory considered, routine is prob­
ably a good plan to go for so long as 
I opt once in a while for flowers like 
Hamilton and avoid pulling a “quit­
ter” like Browning. tq

The set routine of a member of 
the over-60 boom has its benefits 
— especially if you break it now 
and then.

C. ELLEN  WATTS
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My summer was planned. 
An enthusiastic Bible stu­
dent and teacher for 10 
years, I had organized 
and led a summer Bible 
study for two weeks. I 
was hoping to attend a 
lay ministry institute in early July to im­

prove my spiritual understanding and 
leadership skills.

Then in mid-June my life took an 
alarming turn. Severe 
muscle spasms in my 
middle and upper back 
sent me into the hospi­
tal with pain that was 
out of control.

This was not the 
first time back pain 
had disabled me. I ’d 
been fighting the battle 
for nine years. Seven years earlier, un­
controllable back pain had hospitalized 
me, but since then I had learned how to 
limit my activities and use various med­
ications to stay com­
fortable and functional.
It vexed me to see the 
return of my nemesis.

We often ask 
“Why?” when God de­
tours our walk with 
Him. I suspect that is 
because it is so diffi­
cult to see pain, trou­
ble, or distress as a part of God’s plan for 
His followers. Perhaps it is good to ques­
tion, to be confused, to see a contradic­
tion in this. Our God’s name is synony­
mous with love. It is hard to equate 
suffering with love.

In my case I could not see God’s hand at 
all in this detour. The timing was so poor. 
“I have much to do for You this 
summer,” I wailed in agonized 
prayer. But He seemed unim­
pressed with my complaint.

As day after day passed, 
four treasures began to appear 
as a result of my 18 days of hospital con­
finement. First, the skilled, loving hands 
and arms of my nurses, turning me ever 
so carefully to minimize discomfort. This 
prompted me— a person who almost nev­
er reads or writes poetry—to describe in 
a journal how it feels to receive skilled 
tenderness throughout sleepless nights 
and pain-filled days. My nurses truly be­
came, for me, angels of mercy.

Also, I learned to appreciate God’s gift 
of drugs. We hear so much nowadays 
about the dangers of narcotics. I was in­
clined to associate them automatically and 
almost exclusively with addiction or 
abuse. As with all of God’s created matter, 
drugs are a blessing if used wisely and re­
sponsibly—in this case, to alleviate pain.

Another treasure was the mutually ben­
eficial relationship that developed be­
tween my hospital roommate and me. A 

genteel woman of 62 
years, Anita was under­
going her third lower- 
back disk surgery in 
two years. She taught 
me much about courage 
and coping. Not once 
during all the pain she 
suffered before and af­
ter surgery did she cry, 

not even in her sleep. Anita did resort to a 
few choice words, but she overtly avoided 
taking God’s name in vain.

The fourth gem occurred a few days 
before I left the hospi­
tal. An acquaintance 
came in for knee 
surgery, and when I 
walked over to her 
room to visit her on 
her second postsurgical 
night, I found her 
fighting tears, gripping 
her bandaged knee 

fiercely. Her knee trembled uncontrol­
lably.

Barb was allergic to painkillers, so she 
couldn’t take anything to relieve the 
acute pain that accompanies bone 
surgery. I decided to share with her the 
prayer that had helped me through my 
worst moments of the previous two

weeks: “You are not alone. 
Our Father bends down from 
His throne above to soothe 
and comfort you. He leaves 
you not when the storm is 
high. Can there be trouble 

He doth not share? Your Savior does 
care” (author unknown).

I don’t know if these words meant to 
her what they did to me. We don’t always 
see whether the seeds we plant take root 
and grow, much less reach harvest. But 
the possibility is always there. I don’t 
hesitate to try, because many times some­
one has been God’s instrument to me in 
my time of need.

SOMMER

OETOOR

BY MARGARET HOOK
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It’s hard to understand how spending 
time in a hospital bed can be o f greater 
service to God than teaching others about 
Him or studying His Word. But during 
these 18 days I realized that God was 
teaching me something more impor­
tant—what it really means to trust.

As I lay in bed day after endless day, I 
kept praying over and over again the 
words o f Isaiah 26:3: “Thou dost keep 
him in perfect peace, whose mind is 
stayed on thee” ( rs v ) . Isaiah must have 
needed at that point in his life the same 
kind o f reassurance of the Lord’s love,

" I HAVE SO 
MUCH TO DO 

FOR YDO THIS 
SOMMER,1’ I  
WAILED IN 
AGONIZED 
PRAfER.

presence, and divine purposes for his life 
that I was coveting.

God’s peace in all circumstances 
comes, Isaiah says, “because he [or she] 
trusts in thee.” The treasures I was expe­
riencing were His reassurance He was 
with me. How else could I have risen 
above the pain and frustration to see 
God’s gifts all around me?

During the summer of my detour, I 
learned that trust reaches its highest peak 
and shines through most brilliantly when 
we fly blind with our Savior through dif­
ficult times.
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by Mike Barton

Engaging

the

Unchurched

in

Spiritual

Conversation

T
oday we find ourselves in an evangelistic 
echo chamber, hearing only our platitudes 
and formulas reverberating back to us. We 
have come from an era when the lost identi­
fied with our confrontational style of evan­
gelism. This style fueled their interest and 
captivated their attention.

Yet this same style today appears to be generating 
more heat than light. Our age-old cliches are not con­

necting with today’s culture. It’s not the gospel that 
has lost its relevance— Jesus still saves! It’s the man- 

■ ner in which we package the gift that’s outdated. Just 
as the mauve and teal o f the ’90s have replaced the 
pea-soup green and orange o f the ’70s, so we must 
find a way to contemporize the manner by which we 
share Christ. The message must remain the same, yet 
the method must be flexible.

Richard Lord
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illow a Stranger
Finding Your Voice

So how do we engage the unchurched in spiritual 
conversation? By utilizing a familiar voice. In John 

10, Jesus tells the story of the shepherd and his flock: 
“He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 
W hen he has brought out all his own, he goes on 
ahead o f them, and his sheep follow him because they 
know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger; 
in fact, they will run away from him because they do 
not recognize a stranger’s voice” (vv. 3-5, n iv ).

Why are the unchurched not talking back? Because 
our voice no longer sounds familiar or relevant. In 
fact, like the sheep in John 10, some are running away 
because they do not perceive you and me as a shep­
herd but rather as a stranger. Jesus tells us that the 
sheep respond and eventually follow or flee depending 
on the familiarity o f our voice.

I f  our ab ility  to engage the 
unchurched in spiritual conversa­
tion hinges on our voice, what 
might be some practical ways in 
which to improve our voice? We 
need to sound like a shepherd 
rather than a stranger. Engel and 
Norton, in their book What’s Gone 
Wrong with the Harvest? write:
“The responsibility o f the Chris­
tian communicator is to approach 
people where they are in terms of 
th e ir  sp iritua l position  and, 
through an appropriate combination of message and me­
dia, to cause them to progress on their decision process 
toward initial commitment and subsequent growth.”1

Evangelistic Presence

If  w e’re going to be able to project our voice as a 
shepherd, then position will play an important role 

as we call out to the unchurched. If you and I are go­
ing to approach people where they are in terms o f 
their spiritual position, then we must maintain a spiri­
tual presence. To be heard, we must first be seen. This 
is language our culture recognizes. In our times, just 
about every stranger you meet harbors a hunger for re­
lationship. When God the Father wanted to save the

world, how did He do it? He didn’t shout it. He didn’t 
send a fax or merely post a note. He sent His Son. In 
John 1:14, w e’re reminded that “the Word became 
flesh and made his dwelling among us” (n iv ) . This 
word flesh  is paramount to this passage. It implies 
presence and position . The Word d id n ’t becom e 
words; He became flesh because it was a voice with 
which the culture could identify.

The way we communicate our love for God is near­
ly as important as what we communicate. Lee Strobel, 
in his book Inside the Mind o f  Unchurched Harry and 
Mary, writes: “They [the sheep] don’t need merely to 
be told that Christianity is the adventure of a lifetime; 
they need to see that reality played out in your life.” 
Strobel adds, “Because if you’re living a boring, luke­
warm Christian life of drudgery and rule-keeping, you 

may be doing more damage to 
your friend . . . you’re sending a 
m essage that C hristian ity  is a 
stiff, uptight, inflexible way of 
life, colorless and unbending and 
it was certainly not intended to be 
th a t .”2 Those w ith  w hom  we 
share “the pen” must see us liv­
ing a life o f active reliance on 
God. They are not going to be 
captivated by a freeze-dried faith 
but rather one in which our faith 
flexes with the times as well as in 
our circumstances.

There is no way we can really be effective in com­
munication and remain uninvolved with people. “We 
will not always proclaim the gospel. Sometimes in or­
der to be heard, we must first be seen. We must be the 
gospel!”3 Presence is a key voice in effective evange­
lism.

Presenting the Gospel

Yet, sooner or later, presence will call for proclama­
tion. As we consider verbalizing our faith, we must 

remember two important factors: our attitude must be 
“the same as that o f Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5, 
n i v ) ,  and we must jettison the jargon.

When we begin to talk about Jesus, why do we of­

J ust about every

STRANGER YOU MEET 
HARBORS A HUNGER 
FOR RELATIONSHIP.
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ten take on a compulsory demanding tone? Why do 
we take a defensive posture? We may do so because of 
the manner in which we view the lost. Often the un­
saved are viewed as enemies rather than victims o f the 
enemy. It would do us well to remember that Jesus 
was called “a friend o f sinners.” Unchurched people 
respond best when we talk to them as friends and 
peers, sharing with honesty and sincerity. When our 
proclamation begins to take on interrogation and a po­
sition of defense, we fail to recognize the role of the 
Holy Spirit, whose primary responsibility is to per­
suade. Our responsibility is to take a good look at Je­
sus and tell others what we see. The unchurched are 
not so much interested in truth as they are interested in 
the experiences o f the Christian that help these ab­
solutes breathe. Remember, w e’re not out to win an 
argument but to win a person.

We must also be cautious to jettison the jargon. One 
has said, “Christianese, I speak it like a native”— and 
we do. As Christians, we are purposely schooled in 
theological concepts and thoughts. To abandon these 
would be heretical, yet to keep their meaning veiled 
from the unchurched is damnable. People are lost to­
day because some Christians sound like they are from 
another planet. We need to be continually developing 
fresh and relevant ways to express our faith.

Words like grace, salvation, sanctification, born 
again, and phrases like I  invited Jesus into my heart 
must be utilized in a user-friendly format. The phrase 
I invited Jesus into my heart may go a long way for 
us, yet to the unchurched that sounds pretty mystical. 
To say “Christ became a part o f my personal life” 
brings the experience of salvation into a more recog­
nizable light— it’s a voice the unchurched can compre­
hend and one that helps us begin to take the posture of 
a shepherd rather than a stranger. The message hasn’t 
changed, just the manner in which it’s packaged. Not 
watered down but translated, and there’s a big differ­
ence.

R em em ber , w e ’re not 
OUT TO WIN AN ARGUMENT 

BUT TO WIN A PERSON.

Yet many Christians cringe when this translation 
occurs. “An idolatry of words has grown up in evan­
gelism. There are many people who, if they fail to 
hear the repetition o f phrases and words with which 
they are familiar, make the sometimes absurd claim

that the Gospel is not being preached.”4 Christian ja r­
gon at best hinders communication and at worst turns 
off the unchurched. If you can’t avoid it, be courteous 
and clarify your terminology.

Make Response Easy

For some time, even while using the right language, 
our conversation may appear to be one-sided. Re­

cently a young lady in the church I attend who had 
given herself to this level o f dedication to the lost

Don Pluff

found herself discouraged because her friend with 
whom she was building a bridge didn’t appear to be 
talking back. Tammy had been practicing both pres­
ence and proclamation. She had positioned herself as a 
shepherd, but her sheep, a w om an nam ed G reta, 
wasn’t bleating. Tammy wondered if she had worked 
in vain. Then Greta lost her mother to cancer. Tammy 
kept on shepherding. One day she got this note: 
“Words cannot express my appreciation for the care 
and concern that you have shown . . .  I’m not sure 
how I would have gotten along this far without you 
. . . I know I’ll get through it and I know you’ll be 
there [em phasis  m ine] to help . Y our re lig io u s  
strengths have also only helped. Maybe one day I’ll be 
as strong. Don’t give up on me.”

Why is this friend finally talking back? Because 
Tammy was utilizing a voice with which her friend 
was familiar. Establishing a spiritual presence and 
contextualizing the message in a manner in which her 
friend can relate has gotten her ta lk ing and now 
searching after the same Source o f power from which 
Tammy derives her strength.

Each one of us can experience this kind of return on 
our investment by taking the position o f a shepherd 
rather than that o f a stranger. “His sheep follow him 
because they know his voice” (John 10:4, n i v ) .

Reference Notes
1. James F. Engel and H. Wilbert Norton, What’s Gone Wrong with the Harvest? (Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 1975), 46-47.
2. Lee Strobel, Inside the Mind o f Unchurched Harry and Mary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

1993), 126.
3. Alan Walker, The Whole Gospel for the Whole World. (Nashville: Abingdon, 1947), 59.
4. Charles Colson, Discipleship Journal 72, Nov./Dec.
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C reative B roodingT H E  Q U E S T IO N  
B O X

C O N D U C T E D  BY W E S L E Y  D. T R A C Y , 
E d ito r

• Is M oth er’s Day a 
Christian holiday?

.A .*  No . . . and yes. Those 
who say no point out that it is a 
civil holiday in some countries 
such as the U.S., England, and 
Mexico. But certainly it is not 
part of the universal Christian 
calendar like Christmas, Lent, 
Easter, and Pentecost. Some con­
nect it with ancient fertility rites.

Those who have a higher re­
gard for Mother’s Day point out 
that it has some roots in Chris­
tianity. In 17th-century England, 
“Mothering Sunday” was cele­
brated on the fourth Sunday of 
Lent. Servants (who often lived 
in their employers’ manor hous­
es) and other employees were 
given the day off and encour­
aged to spend it at home. The 
“M othering C ake” became a 
part of the celebration. Later, 
Mothering Sunday came to hon­
or the “Mother Church.”

In America, Julia Ward Howe 
tried to establish Mother’s Day 
in 1872 as a day to pray for 
peace. In 1907, Anna Jarvis 
honored May 9 (the date of her 
m other’s death) as M other’s 
Day in her church in Crafton, 
West Virginia. Soon M other’s 
Day celebrations showed up in 
Philadelphia churches. In 1913, 
Congress passed a resolution to 
make M other’s Day a national 
holiday. In 1914, President Wil­
son proclaimed it a national hol­
iday.

Thus M other’s day is not a 
Christian holiday per se. But 
honoring Christian mothers is 
certa in ly  not an unchristian  
thing to do— as the fifth com­
m andm ent (Exodus 20:12) 
should show us.

Crossing the Line
DEAN NELSON

Dean Nelson teaches journalism at Point 
Loma Nazarene College.

W o r d  h a d  a p p a r e n t l y  g o t t e n  o u t  

to the village. We were in central Chi­
na and had spent the day distributing 
boxes of medicine and supplies to 
hospitals for Heart to Heart Interna­
tional.

Each place we went had huge 
crowds made up of 
mostly curious people 
from the town we were 
visiting. And after we 
finished greeting the 
medical staff and un­
loading the trucks, we 
mingled with the 
crowd, greeted them, 
gave them small gifts, 
and communicated as 
best we could.

Maybe it was taking 
too much time, or 
maybe our govern­
ment escorts didn’t want us interact­
ing with anyone other than the med­
ical personnel. Or maybe this last 
village we were to visit that day had a 
reputation for being rowdy.

When we pulled up in front of the 
clinic, the crowd stood off at a dis­
tance, not daring to cross in front of 
the few government officials who had 
arrived before us. There were hun­
dreds of people—kids, parents, elder­
ly—all crowded and noisy and curi­
ous but behind an invisible line.

The government escorts didn’t look 
mean. They didn’t have guns or any 
other visible weapons. They wore

suits. Still, it was clear they had au­
thority, and no one considered chal­
lenging it. No one lifted a hand or 
raised a voice.

But nobody said we couldn’t go to 
them. So we did. The first one across 
the line was J. V. Morsch, retired dis­
trict superintendent from Florida. You 
can take the man out of evangelism, 
but you can’t take the evangelist out 
of the man. Several of us were right 
behind him. We didn’t hand out life- 
sustaining medicine—that went to the 
clinic. These were just simple gifts— 
candy, toys, pencils, and paper. You 
would have thought we were handing 
out cash.

It reminded me of what Joseph 
Wambaugh wrote in Lines and Shad­
ows, a book about life along the border 
that separates Tijuana and San Diego, 
a developing country and an economic 

power. He said that the 
line is really an imagi­
nary one. An army 
drew it in the sand 
more than 100 years 
ago. And if it so hap­
pens that you are bom 
on one side of the line, 
your life will be drasti­
cally different from 
those who happen to 
be born on the other 
side of the line. A lot 
depends on which side 
of the line you’re on.

Most of the lines that separate us 
were invented by someone, don’t you 
think? Not oceans, of course. But cul­
ture, politics, religion, social class, 
and race all have their root in keeping 
certain people away from each other.

What I experienced in China was 
what Paul describes in Galatians 3 
and Ephesians 2. Christ has made 
those lines irrelevant. It’s a good thing 
to cross them. Look closely and you’ll 
see that they aren’t even there.
Dean N elson’s new  book (written with 
Gary Morsch) Heart and Soul: Awakening 
Your Passion to Serve (083-411-6812, 
$11.99) is now available from NPH.

The crowd stood 
off at a distance, 

not daring to 
cross in front of 
the government 

officials.
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Evangelists’ S lates

ADAMS, JERRY-THE JERRY ADAMS FAMILY:
Crawfordsville, IN, Concert, Aug. 3*; Brazil, IN, 
Concert, 9"; Bedford, IN, Concert, 10*; Quincy, 
Ml, Concert, 16*; Tecumseh, Ml, Concert, 17; 
Lamont, IL, Concert, 24*; Madison, IN (First), 
Concert, Sept, 7; Indianapolis, IN, Concert, 14*; 
Whiting, IN (Robertsdale), Concert, 21; Avon, IN, 
Concert, 28*

©ARMSTRONG, LEON AND LINDA-THE ARM­
STRONGS; Buckingham, VA, Virginia District 
Family Camp, Aug. 4-10; Greensboro, NC, Vaca­
tion Bible School, 11-17*; Roanoke, VA (First), 
Vacation Bible School, 18-24; Meadville, PA, 
Sept. 9-14; Orbisonia, PA, 16-21; Hudgins, VA 
(Gwynn's Island), 23-28; Mannington, WV, 30— 
Oct. 5

BAKER, RICHARD C.: Man, WV, Sept. 3-7; Logans- 
port, IN (First), 10-14; Lebanon. IN (First), 17-21; 
Chesterhill, OH, 30—Oct. 5 

BAPTISTE, MATHIEU-JEAN: West Palm Beach, FL, 
Aug. 10-17*

BENDER, T IM -TH E TIM BENDER FAMILY: Wash­
ington Court House, OH, Aug. 4-10*; Morristown, 
TN, Sept. 23-28; Tullahoma, TN (Westside),
29—Oct. 5

©BOND, GARY AND BETH: Louisville, OH, Akron 
District Camp Meeting, Aug. 3-10 

BROWN, ROGER N.: Waynesville, OH, Aug. 11-17* 
BURKHALTER, PAT AND DONNA: Vici, OK, Aug. 

4-10*; Waterloo, IA, 13-17; Marksville, LA, 20-24; 
Monroe, LA (First), N.E. Louisiana Holiness 
Camp Meeting, 27-31; Cove, AR (Pleasant 
Grove), Sept. 3-7; Beatrice, NE, 10-14; Owens­
boro, KY (First), 17-21; Muskogee, OK (First), 
24-28

©CANEN, DAVID: Hortense, GA, Aug. 7-17*; An­
dalusia, AL, 25-31*; Dalton, GA (First), Sept. 7- 
11; Brunswick, GA, 14-18*; Fort Oglethorpe, GA 
(Battlefield Parkway), 21-24; Tullahoma, TN 
(Westside), 25—Oct. 5 

CLAY, D. E.: Polk, OH (Rowsburg), Sept. 17-21;
Clinton, OH, 24-28 

COVINGTON, NATHAN: Fort Smith, AR (First), Zone 
Camp Meeting, Aug. 13-17; Grove, OK (First),
20-24; Waterloo, IA, 27-31; Britt, IA (Zion), Sept.
3-7; Knoxville, IA, 10-14; San Antonio, TX (Com­
munity), 17-21; Birmingham, AL (Forestdale), 24- 
28

CRABTREE, J. C.: Camby, IN (Indianapolis District 
Camp), Aug. 8-10; Harrisburg, PA (Bethany), 
Sept. 17-21; Bedford, IN (Valley Mission), 24-28 

DAISEY, GLENN—DAISEY PATCH PUPPETS AND 
FRIENDS: Trenton, NJ, July 30—Aug. 3; Bridge- 
don, NJ, 3-P*; Laurel Springs, NJ, 14*; Birds- 
boro, PA, 26-28 

DELL, JIMMY: Page, AZ (Lake Powell), Aug. 23-27; 
Phoenix, AZ (First), Sept. 6-10; Bethany, OK 
(Williams Memorial), 13-17; Riverside, CA (Ar­
lington Avenue), 20-24; Ponca City, OK (St. 
Luke’s), 27—Oct. 1 

©DENNISON, MARVIN: Obetz, OH, Central Ohio 
District Boys’ and Girls’ Camp, Aug. 4-7; Obetz, 
OH, Central Ohio District Family Crusade, 9-10; 
Lisbon, OH, Family Crusade, 12-17; Newton, IA 
(New Life Community), Family Crusade, 19-24; 
Cedar Rapids, IA (First), Family Crusade, 26-31; 
Overland Park, KS (Antioch), Family Crusade, 
Sept. 2-7; Clarion, IA, 9-14; Fairfield, IA, 16-21; 
Hutchinson, KS (Westside), 23-28; Cleveland, 
OK, Family Crusade, 30-O ct. 5 

DUNN, DON: Fredericktown, OH, Sept. 16-21 
ERICKSON, DAVID AND CAROL-TRI-LOVE MIN­

ISTRIES: Goose Creek, SC (Charleston Cal­
vary), Aug. 27-31; New Castle, IN (First), Sept.

3-7; Jacksonville, FL (Oak Hill), 17-21; St. Au­
gustine, FL (First), 24-28

©FADER, WES AND MARY: Portsmouth, Rl, Aug. 
1-10*; O'Leary, P.E.I., Sept. 7-14; Summerside, 
P.E.I., 21-25

GESSNER, DON AND SHIRL: Birdsboro, PA, Aug.
4-10*; Culloden, WV, 11-17*; De Ridder, LA, 
Sept. 7-10; Lewisburg, PA (Crossroads), 14-17; 
Parkersburg, WV (First), 18-21; Williamsport, PA, 
24-28*; Hanover, PA 30—Oct. 5

GOSS, MIKKI, AND JOANN VINEYARD-M  & J 
EVANGELISM TEAM:

Auburn, IL, Children’s Crusade, Aug. 11-17 
©HAINES, GARY: Clovis, NM, New Mexico District 

Family Camp, Aug. 4-10; Macomb, Ml (Bethel),
23-27; Gagetown, Ml, Sept. 6-10; Grand Rapids, 
Ml (First), 11-14; Wichita, KS (Linwood), 20-24; 
Sylvia, KS (Pleasant Hill), 25-28

HANCOCK, TIM: Frazer, PA, Philadelphia District 
Camp Meeting, Aug. 9-17; Jackson Center, OH,
24-27; Glen Bumie, MD (Marley Park), Sept. 7- 
10; Elkins, WV, 13-17; Sidney, OH, 20-24; 
Kankakee, IL (First), 28—Oct. 1

HARRINGTON, MILTON: Fallon, NV, Pulpit Supply, 
Aug. 10-17; Atwater, CA, Pulpit Supply, 24-31 

HAY, JOHN F.: Lexington, KY (Lafayette), Sunday 
School and Holiness Convention, Sept. 5-7; Lau­
rel, IN, 17-21; Connersville, IN (First), 24-28 

HAYES, ALVIN B.: Madison, Wl, Wisconsin District 
Camp Meeting, Aug. 13-17; Skiatook, OK, 28— 
Oct. 1

HICKS, JOHN DAVID: Fresno, CA (Calvary), Sept.
14-17; Roseburg, OR, 21-24 

IRWIN, ED AND REBECCA: Circleville, OH, Aug. 9- 
17*

JUNEMAN, JOHN AND TRINA: Clarksburg, MD, 
Aug. 2-10*; Duncan, OK (Oak Avenue), 24-28; 
Grand Rapids, MN, Sept 7-10; Lancaster, OH,
14-17*; Uhrichsville, OH, 21-24; Bluefield, WV 
(First), 25-28

LAXSON, WALLY AND GINGER: Hendersonville, 
NC, Aug. 6-10; Summersville, WV, West Virginia 
South District Camp, 11-17; New Philadelphia, 
OH, Sept. 7-10; Gallipolis, OH, 10-14; Ken­
newick, WA, 17-21; Seymour, IN, 24-28 

©LECKRONE, LARRY AND TAMLA: Ossian, IN, 
Sept. 3-7; Fort Wayne, IN (First), 10-14; Shel- 
byville, IN (First), 23-28 

LEE, BRAD AND LORI: Oskaloosa, IA, Iowa District 
Lay Retreat, Sept. 5-7; Ames, IA, Concert, 7-P; 
McLouth, KS, Concert, 14-A; Stillwell, KS (Blue 
Valley), Concert, 14-P; Columbia, MO (First), 25- 
28

LEWIS, JOHN-W HITE DOVE MINISTRIES: Fort 
Worth, TX (River Oaks), Concert, Aug. 3-A; Fort 
Worth, TX (Northside), Concert, 3-P; Bethany, 
OK (Lake Overholser), Concert, 10-A; Yukon, 
OK, Concert, 10-P; Alvin, TX, Concert, 24-A; 
Conroe, TX, 27-31; Glenwood, AR (First), Sept. 
7-10; Denison, TX (First), 14-17; Pittsburg, TX, 
21-24; Wichita, KS (Eastridge), 28—Oct.1 

LIDDELL, P. L.: Columbus, OH (Cooke Road), Sept.
23-28; Saint Bernice, IN, 30—Oct. 5 

LOTHENORE, BOB W.: Odessa, TX (First), Sept.
13-17; Wichita Falls, TX (University Park), 20-22; 
Stinesville, IN, 24-28 

©MANLEY, STEPHEN-CROSS STYLE PROCLA­
MATION: Jerry City, OH, Aug. 14-24*; Ames, IA, 
Iowa District Lay Retreat, Sept. 5-7; Flint, Ml 
(West), 10-14; Flint, Ml (Central), 17-21; Crown 
Point, IN (South Lake), 24-28 

MITCHELL, MARCIA L.: Walla Walla, WA, Aug. 3*; 
Walla Walla, WA (First), Pulpit Supply, 24; Walla 
Walla, WA, Sept. 7*; Lincoln City, OR, 14*

MONCK, JIM: Kailua Kona, HI (Kona), Sept. 7-10; 
Keaau, HI (Paradise Park), 11-14; Waianae, HI 
(Maili English), 17-21; Bentonville, AR, 28—Oct.
1

MORGAN, EARL AND NORMA: Odon, IN, Faith 
Promise, Aug. 2-3; Havanna, IL, Faith Promise,
15-17; Goodrich, Ml (Christ Community), Faith 
Prom ise, 23-24; G rafton, WV (B lueville ), 
Faith Promise, Sept. 11; Kingwood, WV, Faith 
Promise, 13-14; W eirton, WV (F irst), Faith 
Promise, 14-P; Moundsville, WV, Faith Promise, 
16; Wheeling, WV (Mar-Win), Faith Promise, 17; 
Belle, WV, Faith Promise, 20-21 

OYLER, CALVIN AND VIRGINIA: Carthage, MO, 
Joplin District Camp Meeting, Aug. 1-3; Excelsior 
Springs, MO, Sept. 24-28 

PALMER, MIKE: Bellingham, WV, Aug. 1-10*; 
Mooresville, IN, 24-27; Knoxville, TN (First), 
Sept. 7-10; Malden, MO (First), 14-17; Marion, 
IN, 21-24*; Marion, IN (First), 28 -O ct. 1 

PARKS, TOM AND BECKY: Bedford, IN (Davis 
Memorial), Concert, Aug. 3-A; Nebo, IL, 5-10*; 
Alvin, TX, 17-20; Waco, TX (First), 24-27; Hook­
er, OK, 31—Sept. 3; Aledo, IL, 7-10; Granite 
City, IL (First), 14-17; New Lenox, IL, 21-24; Oak 
Lawn, IL (Chicago First), 28 -O ct. 1 

©PERDUE, NELSON S.: Louisville, OH (Akron Dis­
trict Camp), Aug. 3-10; Carey, OH (Ridge Chapel),
20-24; Pelham, TN (Chapman’s Chapel), 27-31; 
Lenoir City, TN, Sept. 3-7; Warner Robins, GA 
(First), 10-14; Danville, IL (First), 17-21; Colorado 
Springs, CO (Eastborough), 24-28

RICKEY, HOWARD L.: Charleston, WV (Davis 
Creek), Sept. 10-14; Milford, DE, 21-24; Spring- 
Held, OH (Trinity), 28—Oct. 1 

©RO SE, WAYNE: Clinton, IL (First), Aug. 17-20; 
Lebanon, MO, Sept. 2-7; Pana, IL (First), 16-21; 
Wister, OK, 23-28 

SCHOENER, MALCOLM-HEART AND HOPE MIN­
ISTRY: East Millinocket, ME, Sept. 7-10; North 
Haverhill, NH (Trinity), 14-17; Philipsburg, PA,
21-25; Charleston, WV (First), 28—Oct. 2 

SHERWOOD, scon AND SHERRY: Mount Erie,
IL, Vacation Bible School, Aug. 4-10; Council 
Bluffs, IA (Emanuel), Vacation Bible School, 11-

17; Chariton, IA, Vacation Bible School, 18-24; 
Overland Park, KS, Kansas City District Travel­
ing Children's Crusade, 25-30; Ava, MO (High­
way), Sept. 3-7; Warrensburg, MO, 10-14; Ben­
ton, IL (First), 17-21; Havana, IL, 2 8-O ct. 2

©SMITH, DUANE: Swanton, OH, Aug. 20-24; Pio­
neer, OH, 27-31; Erlanger, KY, Sept. 17-21; 
Highland, IN, 24-28

SMITH, MICKEY G.: Senatobia, MS (N.O. Neighbors 
Memorial), Sept. 3-7; Port Arthur, TX (First), IQ- 
14; Lawton, OK (Heights), 16-21; Charleston, 
MO, 23-28

STONE, WILLIAM S. (BILL): Andalusia, Alabama, 
Aug. 25-31*

TAYLOR, ROBERT: Summersville, WV, West Vir­
ginia South District Camp, Aug. 10-17; Jersey 
City, OH, 19-24*; Lexington, AL (Mary’s Chapel), 
31—Sept. 3; New Philadelphia, OH, 7-10; Lynn, 
IN, 14-17; Fort Worth, TX (Northside), 21-24; 
Lombard, IL, 28—Oct. 1

ULMET, BILL: Hillsborough, NC (New Hope), Aug.
14-17; Burlington, NC (First), 24-27; Clearwater, 
SC (M idland Valley F irst), 31; Crowley, LA 
(First), Sept. 3-7; Mena, AR, 14-17; Holt, Ml, 24- 
28

VECCHI, PETE: New Lebanon, OH, Pulpit Supply, 
Aug. 3; Trenton, OH (Hamilton Williamsdale), 
Sept. 17-21

©WELLS, LINARD: Taylorville, IL (First), Aug. 19- 
24; Lawton, OK (First), Sept. 2-7; Cleburne, TX, 
9-14; New Albany, IN (First), 16-21; Columbus, 
IN (First), 23-28; Kansas City, KS (Metropolitan),
30—Oct. 5

WOMACK, PAUL W .-P  AND S MINISTRIES: Drex- 
el, MO, Zone Tent Revival, Aug. 24-28; Jack­
sonville, TX, Sept. 7-10; Chrisman, IL, 14-17; 
Greenville, TX (Peniel), 21-24; Decatur, IL (Park­
way), 2 8 -O ct. 1

YINGLING, KENNETH B: Swayzee, IN, Sept. 14-16; 
Muncie, IN (Emmanuel), 21-24

©Tenured Evangelist is recognized by the church as a
lifetime assignment. See Manual 407.3.

"Denotes Non-Nazarene Church.
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V ital Statistics

Deaths
REV. LEROY B AU M , 79, p as to r o f m any 

years , R e dd ing , C a lif., Feb. 20. S u rv ivo rs : 
w ife , M a ry  A nne ; s o n , Lau ren ; d a u g h te rs , 
M a ry E lizabeth S ilva , Laure lie  U m phenour; 
10 g ra n d c h ild re n ; 2 g re a t-g ra n d c h ild re n .

R E V. J A M E S  R. B E L L , 8 3 , B e th a n y , 
O kla ., A p r. 25 . Rev. B e ll’s 
m in is t r y  sp a n n e d  o v e r 59  
y e a rs , in c lu d in g  15  y e a rs  
in e vange lism . He pas to red  
c h u r c h e s  in  O k la h o m a , 
T e x a s , K e n tu c k y ,  M a r y ­
land , C o n n e c tic u t, M a ssa ­

c h u s e t ts ,  a n d  P e n n s y lv a n ia .  B e ll h ad  
s e rv e d  a s  a m e m b e r  o f  th e  B o a rd  o f  
T rus tees  a t B ethany Nazarene College and 
Eastern  Nazarene College.

He w as p receded  in dea th  by h is  w ife , 
Jean  B ell, in  1 99 3 . He is  s u rv iv e d  b y  h is  
w ife , Ju d y ; sons , Jam es, Keith; d augh te rs , 
S usan  Luc ky , K athy H a rr is ; s tep d au g h te r, 
K o n n ie  N antze ; 10  g ra n d c h ild re n ; a nd  3 
g re a t-g ra n d c h ild re n .

R E V . J A M E S  R. B E S S , 6 7 , W in f ie ld ,  
W .V a ., N o v . 4 . S u rv iv o rs :  w ife ,  N a o m i; 
so n s , Ja m e s , K en n e th , K e ith ; d a u g h te rs , 
Peggy, Paula, P enny; m o th e r, Jess ie ; s is ­
te r ,  P a ts y ; 1 0  g r a n d c h i ld r e n ;  5  g r e a t ­
g ra n d ch ild re n .

L IL L IE  CATANESE CELA, 93 , O klahom a  
C ity , O kla., A p r. 24 . S u rv iv o rs : sons , Frank 
a n d  P e te r  C a ta n e s e ; d a u g h te rs ,  M a rth a  
F isher, Esther Lentz.

M A R Y  A L L E Y N E  C O O K , 8 2 , G u th r ie ,  
Okla., M ar. 9. S u rv ivo rs : son , Bob; d au g h ­
te r, M ade lyn  W illia m s ; s is te r, M a rie  T h o rn ; 
tw o  g ra n d d a u g h te r s ;  tw o  g re a t - g r a n d ­
dau g h te rs .

REV. CU R TIS  C. COOLIDGE, 81, evange ­
lis t,  S haw nee, K ans., M a y  15 . S u rv iv o rs ; 
w ife , A da ; s o n s , C a lv in , P au l; d a u g h te rs , 
E le a n o r  D is h a w , R u th  M a s d e n ; s is t e r ,  
G ra c e  C o o k ; b r o t h e r s ,  J o h n ,  G e o rg e , 
C a lv in , E dw a rd , Rev. A rdee ; e ig h t g ra n d ­
ch ild re n ; one g re a t-g ra n d ch ild .

M IL D R E D  LO R R A IN E  C R A W FO R D , 69, 
B u tle r, N .J ., A p r. 30. S u rv iv o rs : h usband , 
Rev. T o m ; d a u g h te rs , Fa ith  P arke r, H ope 
S ch eue rm ann , J o y  M e tca lfe ; s ix  g ra n d c h il­
dren .

REV. R U S S E LL  E D W IN  D A W SO N  SR., 
7 2 , W arre n , Ind ., M a r. 27. S u rv iv o rs : w ife , 
M a ria n ; sons , R u sse ll J r ., R o be rt; d a u g h ­
te r, M a ry  Sue D o ck te r; b ro the rs , R aym ond, 
A lv in ; s is te r ,  C h r is t in e  M c C la tc h e y ; n ine  
g ra n d c h ild re n ; one g re a t-g ra n d ch ild .

ELLA GOOD, 77, Ephrata , Pa., M ar. 24. 
S u r v iv o r s :  h u s b a n d , R h in e ; s o n , P a u l; 
d a u g h te rs , L o re tta  S to rm , M a ria n  P eters, 
J o y c e  W o r ro l l ,  B re n d a  S ta u f fe r ;  s is te rs , 
L o rn a  H a lle r, E s th e r C arte r; 10  g ra n d c h il­
d ren ; 7 g re a t-g ra n d c h ild re n ; 1 g re a t-g rea t- 
g ra n d ch ild .

L O U E L L A  FAY H A R D Y , 9 1 , P o r t la n d , 
O reg ., M ar. 30 . S u rv ivo rs : dau g h te r, Bethel 
K eeton; s is te r, Bethel G allow ay; five  g ra n d ­
c h ild re n ; e ig h t g re a t-g ra n d c h ild re n ; o ne  
g re a t-g re a t-g ra n d c h ild .

S ID N E Y  L. HO CKETT SR ., 7 0 , W illc o x , 
A riz ., M a r. 27. S u rv iv o rs : w ife , M a ry ; sons, 
S id n e y  J r., R udy; d au g h te rs , Lyd ia  M adara, 
Gayla K e tch um ; 11 g ra n d c h ild re n ; 1 g re a t- 
g ra n d so n .

FLOYD VERNON HODGES, 76, New  Y ork  
D is t r ic t  t re a s u re r  fo r  12  y e a rs , C o lo ra d o  
S p rin gs , C o lo ., M ay 17. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , A l­
ice ; son , R ona ld ; d a u g h te r, V ick i M cC u lly ; 
b ro th e r, W illa rd ; tw o  g ra n d ch ild re n .

M AR G AR ET B. LAW LO R , 95, San D iego, 
C alif., A pr. 18. M rs . L a w lo r w as th e  w ife  o f 
th e  la te  G en e ra l S u p e r in te n d e n t E dw a rd

L aw lo r, w h o  p receded her 
in  d e a th  in  1 9 8 7 . S u r ­
v iv o r s :  d a u g h te rs ,  M a r ­
g a re t K oc h , S h e ila  H o lly ; 
seven g ra n d c h ild re n ; se v­
en g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n . 

R E V . J A M E S  W  L IV ­
INGSTON, 79, p as to r o f m any years in  O k­
laho m a  and A rkansas, Law ton , Okla., Apr. 
1 9 . S u r v iv o r s :  w i fe ,  L o u ; s o n , D a v id ; 
d au g h te r, L inda  W ils o n ; one  b ro th e r; one 
s is t e r ;  th re e  g ra n d c h ild r e n ;  tw o  g re a t­
g ra n d ch ild re n .

LO U IS  0 .  M c M A H O N , 7 7 , p a s to r  and  
fo rm e r  e m p lo ye e  o f O liv e t N azarene U n i­
v e rs ity  and S ou th e rn  Nazarene U n ive rs ity , 
B e tha n y , O kla ., M a y  19 . S u rv iv o rs : w ife , 
R a c h e l; s o n , D a v id ; d a u g h te r ,  C a ro ly n  
S n o w b a rg e r ;  s is te r ,  R u th  B e n n e tt; f iv e  
g ra n d ch ild re n .

BEU LAH  M IL L E R , 8 2 , S u p e r io r , N ebr., 
M a r. 2 5 . S u rv iv o rs : s o n , D a rre ll; d a u g h ­
te rs ,  B a rb a ra  J e n s e n , S h ir le y  S h u r ig a r ;  
n ine  g ra n d ch ild re n .

RUTH E. M ILLE R , 86 , song  eva ng e lis t o f 
m o re  th a n  3 0  years , B ra d e n ton , Fla., A pr. 
12. S u rv iv o rs : h us ba n d , H enry; d a u g h te r, 
M a ry  A lice  S aunders; b ro the rs , W a lte r and 
R o be rt S ha ffe r; one  g randson .

A LE T H A  PITTEN G ER  Q U IR IN G , C h ico , 
C a lif., A p r. 20 . M rs . Q uir- 
ing  w o rk ed  fo r  37  yea rs  at 
th e  C h u rc h  o f  th e  N a za ­
rene h eadqua rte rs  as a p r i­
va te  se c re ta ry  in th e  S un ­
d a y  S c h o o l and  C h ris tia n  
L ife  D e p a r tm e n t. S u rv iv ­

o rs : h u s b a n d , L e o n a rd ; b ro th e r, H e rm an  
P ittenge r; s is te r, E llen Penn.

PEARL S ILLS , 98 , K iss im m ee , Fla., M ar. 
3 0 . S u r v iv o r s :  s o n s , R o b e r t ,  C h a r le s ; 
d a u g h te r, R u th a nn a ; 8 g ra n d c h ild re n ; 19 
g re a t-g ra n d c h ild re n ; 5  g re a t-g re a t-g ra n d - 
ch ild re n .

A L V IN  “ B U D D Y ” S N O D G R A S S , 7 6 , 
C h a rlo tte , N .C ., M a r. 29 . S u rv iv o rs : w ife , 
R u th ; s o n s , A lv in  J r .,  K e n n e th , W illia m ; 
d a u g h te r, P h illis  J o h n s o n ; s is te rs , M a rg ie  
N e e le y , J u n e  P o r te r ; s ix  g ra n d c h ild re n ; 
fo u r  g re a t-g ra n d c h ild re n ; fo u r  s te p g ra n d - 
c h ild re n .

HELEN I. STRAUSER, 89 , San M a rcos , 
C a lif . ,  O c t. 1 8 . S u r v iv o r s :  s o n , B la in e ; 
d a u g h te r, Jew e l T u rbe v ille ; tw o  g ra n d c h il­
d re n ; s e v e n  g re a t- g r a n d c h i ld r e n ;  th re e  
g re a t-g re a t-g ra n d ch ild re n .

JACK L. TH O M PSO N , 50, L ow e ll, M ich . 
S u rv ivo rs : w ife , S haron; so n s , B rian , Kyle; 
m o th e r, Ella; b ro the rs , Jam es, G era ld; s is ­
te r, Joanne.

REV. RAY E. TUCKER, 75 , p as to r o f 35 
y e a rs  in  In d ia n a  a n d  
M ic h ig a n ,  N a p le s , F la ., 
Feb. 17 . S u rv iv o rs :  w ife , 
A lic e ;  s o n s ,  M ic h a e l,  
M arkae l; d augh te r, C ynth ia  
C a ll; b ro th e r ,  J im ; seven  
g ra n d ch ild re n .

C E C IL  R. W E S T , 7 9 , O k la h o m a  C ity , 
O k la ., Feb. 2 6 . S u rv iv o rs :  s o n , C e c il G.; 
d a u g h te r ,  N ita ; s is te rs ,  E u g e n ia  S ta h ly , 
Sarah Estes, Ju a n ita  W a ld rep ; g re a t-g ra n d ­
son , R obert.

CHARLES E. W EST, 75, O klahom a City, 
O k la . , M a r. 2 . S u r v iv o r s ;  w ife ,  G la d y s ; 
s o n s ,  C h a r le s , J e r r y ;  s is t e r s ,  E u g e n ia  
S ta h ly , S arah Estes, Ju a n ita  W a ld re p ; s ix  
g ra n d ch ild re n .

G ARY DON W EST, 29 , O k lah o m a  C ity , 
O kla., M ar. 25. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , T iffan i; son, 
R o b e r t ;  fa th e r ,  C e c il G .; m o th e r ,  C a ro l 
R o llings .

F L O Y D  R. W E S T L A K E , 7 6 , K in n e a r ,  
W yo ., A pr. 17. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , B etty; sons, 
Bruce, B ryce; fo u r  g ra n d ch ild re n .

FLOSSIE IRENE W ILH IT E , 79 , H u tc h in ­
son , Kans., Feb. 14. S u rv ivo rs : sons, Gary, 
R obert; b ro the r, Le Roy Fry; s is te rs , Grace 
H ess, G e o rg ia m a e  F ry; seven  g ra n d c h il­
d ren ; seven g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

REV. ROBERT W INEGARDEN, 76, p as to r 
and e v a n g e lis t o f m any yea rs , A ledo , III., 
Feb. 11. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , M ild re d ; son , L ar­
ry; daugh te r, Jan ice  S ho tts .

M A R J O R IE  E V A N G E ­
LINE W ISE, 80, A lham bra , 
C a lif., M ar. 25 . M rs . W ise 
w a s  a m is s io n a ry  fo r  33  
yea rs  in S ou th  A fr ica  and 
S w a z ila n d , s e rv in g  as a 
nurse  and educa tiona l s u ­

p e r v is o r .  S u r v iv o r s :  h u s b a n d ,  J o h n ;  
dau g h te r, S haron  S k illin g ; th ree  g ra n d c h il­
d ren; tw o  g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

R E V . E D W A R D  W Y ­
M AN, 82, A lham bra , C alif., 
M ar. 26. Rev. W ym an  was 
a m is s io n a ry  fo r  26  years 
in  P eru  and  B elize . He is 
su rv ived  by h is  w ife , R uth.

Births
to  RANDY and CINDY (SNOW BARG ER) 

AR M STRO NG , Shaw nee, Kans., a boy , D a l­
to n  R andol, M ar. 22.

to  DON a nd  B R E N D A  (V A L E N Z U E L A ) 
FO RTUNE, S ilv e rd a le , W a s h ., tw in  g ir ls ,  
D oren A nd reya  and Cariza M arie , Jan. 6.

to  D A N N Y  a n d  C A T H Y  (B U C H A N A N ) 
R U C K E R , D u b l in ,  O h io , a b o y , A u s t in  
D anie l, Feb. 10.

to  RON and C INDI SCHOENFELDT, M c- 
C om b, M iss ., a boy, A us tin  Kyle, Nov. 20.

to  DON a nd  C IN D Y  (C O L L E Y ) S T E W ­
ART, A u ro ra , C o lo., a boy , A lex Leal, M arch  
30.

to  T IM  and ROXANNE (KREIE) W ILH ITE , 
A u ro ra , C o lo., a boy , M a tth e w  Tyle r, Sept. 
27.

Anniversaries
REV. FRED and RUTH G IBSON, Peoria, 

II I., w i l l  c e le b ra te  th e ir  6 0 th  a n n iv e rs a ry  
Aug. 25. G ree tings m ay be sen t to  3 6 0 0  N. 
Sandia Dr., P eoria, IL  61604 .

T H U R M A N  a n d  Z E L L A  (A N D E R S O N ) 
K N U L L , M in e o la , T e x ., c e le b ra te d  th e ir  
50 th  ann ive rsa ry  June  14.

REV. DEB and SUE LAW S, Salem , Oreg., 
ce lebra ted  th e ir  50 th  ann ive rsa ry  Ju n e  5.

JO H N  B. and  M AR G U E R ITE  N IELSO N , 
W a te rv ille , V t., c e le b ra te d  th e ir  5 5 th  a n ­
n ive rs a ry  June  25.

H U E a n d  M A R Y  (G A M E R T S F E L D E R ) 
PARK, D ayton, O hio , ce lebra ted  th e ir  50th  
a n n iv e r s a ry  M a y  2 9  w i th  a t r ip  to  th e  
N o rtheast.

C A R L  a n d  N O R M A  JE A N  S N Y D E R , 
O la th e , K a n s ., c e le b ra te d  th e ir  5 0 th  a n ­
n iv e rs a ry  J u n e  2. A re c e p t io n  a t Lenexa  
Centra l C hurch  w as g iven  June  1 by th e ir  
tw o  ch ild re n  and s ix  g ra n d ch ild re n .

REV. DELM AR and DOROTHY STALTER, 
Fort W ayne, Ind., ce lebra ted  th e ir  50 th  an­
n ive rs a ry  June  6. An open house  hos ted  by 
th e ir  fo u r  ch ild re n  w as held June  8 a t the 
Lake Avenue C hurch . The S ta lte rs  have 12 
g ra n d ch ild re n  and 12 g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

Announcements
B ILLIN G S (M O N T.) FIRST CHURCH w ill 

ce lebra te  its  75 th  a nn ive rsa ry  Sept. 20 -21 .

F o rm er p a s to rs , m e m be rs , and  fr ie n d s  
are inv ited . For m ore  in fo rm a tio n , ca ll 4 06 - 
259 -1 2 5 5  o r  4 06 -2 45 -0 16 4 .

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C., CHURCH w ill ce le ­
bra te  its  50 th  a nn ive rsa ry  Sept. 19-21 w ith  
a F r id a y  e v e n in g  y o u th  r a l ly ,  S a tu rd a y  
m o rn in g  c h i ld r e n ’ s s e r v ic e ,  S a tu rd a y  
eve n in g  barb e cu e  b a n q u e t fo llo w e d  by  a 
g o s p e l c o n c e r t  w ith  M a rk  M u rp h y , and  
S unday m o rn in g  se rv ice  w ith  D is tr ic t S u ­
p e r in te n d e n t M a rk  B arnes sp e a k in g , fo l ­
low ed by d inn e r on the g rounds .

F o rm er p a s to rs , m e m be rs , and fr ie n d s  
are inv ited  to  a ttend  o r  send g ree tings . For 
m o re  in fo rm a tio n  o r  to  RSVP fo r  the  ban ­
quet, c o n ta c t P as to r Jay S ho ff, 1900  Fort 
B ra g g  R d., F a y e tte v ille , NC 2 8 3 0 3 , 9 1 0 - 
4 8 3 -3 6 0 5 , o r  C a th ryn  S pence r, 9 1 0 -4 8 8 - 
2196 .

G R A S S  V A L L E Y  (C A L IF .)  F IR S T  
CHURCH w ill ce lebrate  its  60 th  ann ive rsa ry  
S e p t. 7  w ith  a c e le b ra t io n  s e rv ic e  a nd  
p o tlu c k  p icn ic .

F o rm er p a s to rs , m e m be rs , and fr ie n d s  
are inv ited  to  a ttend  o r send g ree tings . For 
m o re  in fo rm a tio n , ca ll th e  c h u rc h , 9 1 6 - 
2 73 -9 2 1 8 , o r  parsonage, 9 16 -2 72 -0 50 2 .

JO PLIN  (M O .) FIRST CHURCH w ill ce le ­
brate its  75th  ann ive rsa ry  Sept. 19-21 w ith  
Rev. L. D. H o lm es and Rev. J im  S anders 
speaking.

F o rm er p as to rs , m e m be rs , and fr ie n d s  
are inv ite d . For m o re  in fo rm a tio n , co n ta c t 
C h arle s  B oyd , P.O. B ox 4 9 3 , W e bb  C ity , 
MO 6 4 8 7 0 ,4 1 7 -6 7 3 -3 4 6 1 .

M A R S H A L L T O W N  ( IO W A )  F IR S T  
CHURCH w ill ce lebrate  its  90 th  ann ive rsa ry  
Sept. 20-21 w ith  a 6  p .m . S aturday fe llo w ­
s h ip  d in n e r  and  10  a .m . S u n d a y  s e rv ic e  
w ith  General S u p e rin ten d en t E m eritu s  Eu­
gene S tow e, fo rm e r Iow a D is tr ic t S up e rin ­
te n d e n t  F o r re s t W h it la tc h ,  a nd  c u r re n t  
Iow a D is tr ic t S up e rin ten d en t Gene P hillip s  
p artic ipa tin g .

F o rm er p a s to rs , m e m be rs , and fr ie n d s  
are in v ite d . For m ore  in fo rm a tio n , c o n ta c t 
P as to r J. L. G arm on, 11 W . S ou th  S t., M a r­
s h a lltow n , IA 5 0158 , 5 1 5 -7 53 -5 12 3 .

REPU B LIC  (M O .)  F IR S T  CH U R C H  w il l  
ce lebra te  its  25 th  ann ive rsa ry  Sept. 20 -21 .

F o rm er p as to rs , m e m be rs , and fr ie n d s  
are inv ite d . For m ore  in fo rm a tio n , co n ta c t 
P as to r Joe A tk in so n , 4 1 7 -7 3 2 -6 1 1 9 .

S N O Q U A L M IE , W A S H ., C H U R C H  w il l  
ce lebrate  its  75th  a nn ive rsa ry  Sept. 7  w ith  
a 1 0 :3 0  a .m . se rv ice  w ith  D is tr ic t S up e rin ­
te n d en t H ugh L. S m ith  speak ing , fo llo w ed  
by a fe llo w s h ip  d in n e r and 2 p .m . d ed ica ­
tio n  service.

F o rm er p as to rs , m e m b e rs , and fr ie n d s  
are inv ited . For m ore  in fo rm a tio n , co n ta c t 
P as to r R ick Skeen, 4 25 -8 88 -1 97 0 .

V IC TO R VILLE  (C ALIF .) FIRST CHURCH 
w ill ce lebra te  its  25 th  ann ive rsa ry  Sept. 21 
w ith  D is tr ic t S up e rin te n d e n t M a u ric e  Hall 
speak ing  in th e  9 :3 0  a .m . service.

F o rm er p a s to rs , m e m be rs , and fr ie n d s  
are inv ite d . For m o re  in fo rm a tio n , co n ta c t 
R ev. R u ss  S tiv e rs o n , 13801  R o de o  D r., 
V ic to rv ille , CA 92392 , 7 60 -2 45 -5 93 0 .

W AR R EN  (O H IO ) F IR ST CHURCH w il l  
c e le b ra te  its  7 5 th  a n n iv e rs a ry  S ep t. 6 -7  
w ith  a S aturday evening  banquet and 10:30  
a .m . and 6  p .m . S unday ce lebra tion  services 
w ith  G en e ra l S u p e r in te n d e n t W il lia m  J. 
P rince speaking.

F o rm er p a s to rs , m e m be rs , and  fr ie n d s  
are inv ite d . For m o re  in fo rm a tio n , co n ta c t 
P as to r Lynn  N ich o ls , 4 1 7 9  P arkm an  Rd., 
W arren , OH 444 8 1 , 3 30 -8 98 -4 77 1 .
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FOR THE RECORD
Moving Ministers
SH ER R I A D A M S , to  d is t r ic t  a s s ig n m e n t, 

Canada Q uebec D is tr ic t O ffice  
DON R. BAKER, fro m  Lam ar, M o ., to  Noel, 

M o.
JE F F R E Y  T . B A R K E R , f r o m  s tu d e n t ,  

Nazarene T h eo log ica l S em inary , to  pas­
to r, Cape E lizabeth, M aine 

JOSEPH E. BELL, fro m  A ncho rage  (A laska) 
F irst, to  C harleston  (W .V a.) Calvary 

DAVID  E. BLACK, fro m  B atesville , A rk ., to  
M o rr il lto n , A rk.

K AR EN  B LA N K E N S H IP , f r o m  a s s o c ia te , 
O s k a lo o s a  ( Io w a )  F irs t, to  a s s o c ia te , 
R ocheste r, N.Y.

M AR K BLANKENSHIP, fro m  associa te , Os­
k a lo o s a  ( Io w a )  F i r s t ,  to  p a s to r ,  
R ocheste r, N.Y.

D IA N A  B R A D S H A W , to  p a s to r , M o n tre a l 
(Q ue.) Grace 

BRENT W . CLAPP, fro m  associa te , Seattle 
(W a s h .) F irs t, to  a s s o c ia te , LaG rande , 
O reg.

DAVID  D. FARLING, fro m  W arsaw , Ind ., to  
D ona lsonv ille  (Ga.) F irst 

T H O M A S  W . G R O S E , f r o m  a s s o c ia te ,  
W a s h in g to n  (III.) S un n y la nd , to  pas to r, 
F a rm ing ton , III.

K. A . (B O B ) H E R D M A N , f r o m  M a d is o n  
H e ig h ts  (V a .)  E m m a n u e l, t o  D a y to n  
(O h io ) K ette ring  

W ALTER E. IRONS III, fro m  N orth  M anches­
te r, Ind., to  associa te , R oyers fo rd , Pa.

T H O M A S  J . JA C O B , f r o m  e v a n g e lis m  to  
pas to r, U tica  (O h io ) H ills ide  

K ERM IT L. K IDDER SR., fro m  Canton (III.)
M aple  H ill, to  DeQueen (A rk .) F irst 

T R O Y  A . K N U D S E N , f r o m  s tu d e n t ,  
N azarene B ib le  C o llege , to  p a s to r , San 
M ateo , Ela.

JA M E S  L A N H A M , fr o m  C la r io n , Pa., to  
C o v in g ton  (K y .) Eastside 

LARRY LARUE, to  pas to r, H in to n , W .Va. 
BOB LOTHERNORE, fro m  pas to r, H enrye t- 

ta , Okla., to  evange lism  
KEAL M A R SO N , fro m  R egen t, N .D ak., to  

L aw rencev ille  (III.) Faith 
STANLEY N. M A R TIN , fro m  associa te , F lin t 

(M ic h .) Centra l, to  associa te , In d ianapo ­
lis  ( In d .) W ests ide  

G A R Y  L. M O R G A N , f r o m  A k ro n  (O h io )  
Kenm ore, to  C o lum b iana , O hio  

M E R E D IT H  L. M O S E R , fr o m  a s s o c ia te , 
C inc inna ti (O h io ) C arthage, to  associa te , 
B ro w n s to w n , Ind.

S H IR LEY  NELSO N, fro m  a sso c ia te , P o r t­
land, Ind ., to  associa te , New  L ex ing ton , 
O hio

W IL L IA M  NELSO N, fro m  asso c ia te , P o rt­
la n d , In d ., to  p a s to r , N ew  L e x in g to n , 
O hio

M E LV IN  K. RIG SBY, fro m  a sso c ia te , H a t­
tie sb u rg  (M is s .) F irst, to  pas to r, M adis - 
onv ille , Ky.

DAVE RO BIRDS, fro m  S pence r, W .V a., to  
Inez (K y .) T u rke y  Creek 

K E IT H  A . R O S E B A U M , f r o m  s tu d e n t  to  
pas to r, F resno (C alif.) T r in ity

J IM  S M E D LE Y , f r o m  K ey L a rg o , Ela., to  
L ondon , Ky.

G ARY F. S M IT H , fro m  B ig S p r in g s  (T ex.) 
F irst, to  O ska loosa  ( Io w a ) F irst

K E V IN  B . S T IR R A T T , f r o m  S io u x  C ity  
(S .D ak.) C o m m u n ity , to  W abash , Ind.

AN THONY W IN TE R , fro m  Coal V a lley, III., 
to  Peru, III.

LARRY R. W R IG H T, fro m  S an d w ich , III., to  
d is tr ic t  a ss ig nm e n t, ca m p  a d m in is tra to r , 
M anv ille , III.

ARNOLD C. YOST, fro m  H a w tho rne , Pa., to  
O il C ity, Pa.

Moving Missionaries
B A R K E R , T E R R Y  a n d  D IA N E , f r o m  

N ashville , T enn., to  A us tra lia
BRUNK, KEVIN and JO AN, fro m  A rg e n tin a  

to  the  P h ilip p in e s
CRUZ, PEDRO and  JU S T IT A , f ro m  C osta  

R ica to  L ub b o ck , Tex.
FERNANDEZ, RUBEN a nd  M O N IC A , fro m  

C osta  R ica to  A rg e n tin a
FL E M M IN G , DOUG a nd  A N G IE , f ro m  th e  

P h ilip p in e s  to  F lorence, Colo.
F O S N A U G H , LA N E  a n d  J A N E L L E , fr o m  

Papua New  G uinea to  Fort W ayne, Ind.
G U A N G , A L B E R T O  a n d  L IL L IA M , f r o m  

M e x ico  to  V ic k s b u rg , M ich .
HAINES, JOHN, fro m  S w itze rland  to  M a ri­

etta , Ga.
JACKSON, KEITH and RUTH, fro m  Zam b ia  

to  San D iego, Calif.
KETCHUM , TERRY and KATHIE, fro m  H aiti

to  O lym p ia , W ash.
KR ATZ, ELDON and  LELA , fro m  B raz il to  

O la the, Kans.
L O C K H A R T , A N D Y  a n d  L A U R A , f r o m  

Papua New  G uinea to  N am pa, Idaho  
M cC A R T Y , M IC H A E L  a nd  R A C H EL, fro m  

O sseo, M ic h ., to  Tha iland  
PERRY, RO BERT and  PEGGY, fr o m  A n t i­

och , T enn., to  S ou th  A frica  
R IG G L E , M A R Y L O U , f r o m  U n io n  C ity ,  

O hio , to  Costa  R ica 
SCHROEDER, PETER and  C LA U D IA , fro m  

G erm any to  C osta  R ica 
ST E V E N S O N , H E N R Y  a nd  G R AC E , fro m  

Fa rm in g to n , M ich ., to  Ire land  
S U N B E R G , C H U C K  a n d  C A R L A , f r o m  

Boise, Idaho, to  R ussia  
S W A IN , A L  a n d  A R LE N E , f r o m  P e ru  to  

A sh la n d , O hio

Recommendations
The fo llo w in g  have been rec om m e n d ed  

by th e ir  respec tive  d is tr ic t  s u p e rin te n de n ts : 
BOB LO TH E N O R E, e v a n g e lis t, 511 W . 

D iv is io n , H e n rye tta , OK 7 4 4 3 7 , 9 1 8 -6 5 2 -  
3 5 8 3 , b y  A rk  N o e l, S o u th e a s t O k la h o m a  
D is tr ic t.

W IL L IA M  D A LE  S T IR E S , e v a n g e l is t ,  
1 2 2 1 9  L on d o n  R d „  O rien t, OH 4 3 1 4 6 , 6 14 - 
8 7 7 -0 5 5 4 , b y  R ich a rd  L . J o rd a n , C en tra l 
O hio  D is tr ic t.

Q  Hasn't North America received more than its share of evan­
gelistic efforts? Why not put more thrust into overseas mission  
efforts?

A  Jesus commanded His disciples to be witnesses in 
"Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth" (Acts 1:8, n i v ) .  The Church of the Nazarene has never 
wavered in its emphasis on taking the gospel of Jesus Christ to the 
entire world.
But NewStart recognizes the reality that now more than ever, 
North America is a mission field as well! Consider that North 
America is now a microcosm of the world including all of the 
world's people, languages, and cultures. It is rapidly becoming as 
pluralistic as the world, as culturally diverse a mission field, and 
as needy as any other world area. The North American culture has 
increasingly become secularized with a viewpoint that is often 
anti-Christian.

The Church of the Nazarene 
must take the good news of Jesus Christ to wherever people are 
lost—including America.

For more information on NewStart, call toll-free 
for a COMPLIMENTARY copy of 

Starting  S trong N e w  Churches
1- 888 - 697-8278
(N-W-S-T-A-R-T)
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Buddhists Incite Persecution of Christians
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Buddhists have recently incited the 
Myanmar (form erly Burma) 
against two mostly Christian eth­
nic groups. They recently fo s­
tered a military offensive against 
the Christian Karen population.
In 1994 the B uddhist Karens 
withdrew from the Karen Nation­
al U nion, which was led by 
Christians, and opposed the mili­
tary junta. The Buddhists, unhap­
py over the material and educa­
tional support from Christian  
churches in the West, united with 
the bloodthirsty military govern­
ment and incited the military action. Thousands of Karen 
Christians have fled to Thailand.

Ninety-five percent of the Chin people of Myanmar are 
Christians. The American Baptists started work among

government is trying to force them 
to turn Buddhist. Christians are 
promised that if  they becom e  
Buddhists, they will enjoy Bud­
dhist privileges such as not hav­
ing to endure forced labor or pay 
taxes. Further, as Buddhists, their 
rice ration would be increased.

Chin Christians are devout. 
They hold church services at least 
four times a week. Christianity 
Today reporter Ethan Casey 
quotes a Chin leader, “It [four 
services a week] makes us forget 
our sufferings.”

Myanmar’s population is 46 million. The country boasts 
1 million Buddhist temples. Only 6 percent of the popula­
tion are Christians.

military government of them in 1898. Now the

Philippine

T H E

B I B L E
C O D E

Bible’s Secret Code
A new book by Michael Drosnin, The Bible Code, claims 
that a secret mathematical formula 
for interpreting the Hebrew Bible has 
been discovered. The code predicted 
the Gulf War, Bill Clinton’s election 
in 1992, the assassination o f Israeli 
Premier Yitzhak Rabin, and the Okla­
homa City bombing, even naming 
McVeigh. The Code warns of WWIII 
within 10 years.

The secret code was based on the 
mathematical formulas of Israeli mathematician Elliyahu 
Rips, who repudiates much of Drosnin’s book.

Brazilian Moms: Prayer Warriors
Brazil’s teenage gang problem has inspired mothers to 
pray. Gangs, drugs, crime, and occultism escalate the coun­
try’s youth problem. Nearly 600 youth are killed every 
year in Rio alone. Police wage a shooting war with gangs, 
and vigilantes shoot teenagers in execution style.

Anna Maria Periera leads prayer troops 
consisting of 15,000 Christian mothers who 
pray daily for their children. They pray that 
the teens will become m issionaries, not 
gang m em bers. The program is called  
“Wake Up, Deborah,” referring to Deborah 
of the Bible. “No one prays for a son like 
Mom,” says Periera.

S E R V I C E M E M B E R S

y |J  hat an 
f f  Opportunity

October 13-17, 1997, is the 40th 
annual servicemember’s retreat in 
Chiemsee, Germany. If you have a 
family member, friend, or know of 
someone serving in Europe in the 
armed forces or as a civilian, please 
fill out the information and send to 
Chaplain B ill Stagner at the 
address listed below.

Don > let your loved one 
miss a great time while in Europe

Sevicemember's N a m e _______________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________

Please send to: 
Chaplain Bill Stagner 

469 SVS, Box 1578 
APO AE 09050
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The Readers Write

Vanishing Pulpit
I read with great interest the question about the “vanishing pul­

pit” and your response in the February Herald. I have not used 
the pulpit for preaching for several years (four or five). Over the 
years 1 have had a few questions whether or not it was proper to 
do this in light of the concept of the “sacred desk” or the “sacra­
ment of the preached word” (your phrase). My response was and 
is on two fronts, one practical and one biblical.

Practically, it is evident that people respond more positively to 
my messages when I am more “connected” physically to them. 
There genuinely seems to be a greater level of receptivity.

Second, I find no clear indication that Jesus, Paul, or anyone 
else in the Scriptures used a pulpit or anything else. However, I 
do not advocate a pastor (or anyone else) “ripping out” pulpits 
from our sanctuaries. To do so is to run roughshod over concepts 
and ideals that people hold sacred. At the very least it is rude, 
and at most it is downright sinful. I do not think that tradition 
should become the tail that wags the dog, but neither can we de­
ny the validity of tradition and the way it keeps us connected to 
God and one another. If a church body votes to remove the pul­

■
pit, I guess that’s OK.

Finally, I guess the way 1 feel is that the true symbol for the 
centrality of the Word should be the Word itself. If I would fight 
over the removal of anything, it would be the Bible and not the 
desk that was built to hold it.

J. Geron Rogers 
Cimarron, Kans.

Keep the Pulpit Where It Is
I can’t believe what I read in the Feb. ’97 issue of the Herald 

of Holiness, in “The Question Box”—“When the sanctuary was 
entered the pulpit was gone.” Another church, the cross removed.

Certainly our denomination will not permit the removal of the 
cross. That is certainly sacrilegious.

It frightens me to know some of our so-called brainy preachers 
listen to the voice of people instead of the voice of God.

I couldn’t remain with the Nazarenes if this is practiced.
I am deeply hurt and hope this practice will be abolished im­

mediately.
J. Mildred Oberlander 
Westerville, Ohio

Dr. Don
Thank you so much for the Herald of Holiness; it's a wonder­

ful publication. I read it from cover to cover. The article “Dr. 
Don: Friend and Witness” (Apr. ’97) by Michael Estep was 
heartwarming and touched my heart. I intend to read it in Sunday 
School class so all can see the workings of the Lord. Thank the 
Lord for men like Dr. Owens who never miss an opportunity to 
lead one to Jesus. We really appreciate your Herald.

Wanda Wagoner 
Follansbee. W.Va.

Important 
Information to Note:

Hotel: Nashville Airport Marriott 
600 Marriott Drive 
Nashville, TN 37214 

1-800-228-9290 
Fax #615-889-9315

Registration Fee: $129.00 for Pastor 
and D.S. (after September 12, the cost 
is $149); $99 for Associates, Spouses 
and Laymen (after September 12, the 
cost is $129).

The conference objective is to resource churches 100-249  in Sunday 
morning attendance in overcom ing the “2 0 0  barrier,” the m ost 
formidable growth restriction any church ever faces. Both pastors and lay 
people are encouraged to attend.

This year’s presenters are:

Interm ediate 
Church Initiative

National Equipping 
Conference

October 
23-25, 1997

Airport Marriott 
Nashville, TN

Dr. Wayne Schmidt-
pastor of Kentwood Community Wesleyan Church. Dr. Schmidt authored the book Leading When God Is

Moving.

Dr. Carl George-
outstanding church growth consultant and writer of many books including The Coming Church Revolution.

For m ore inform ation call Arliss Fallon at (816) 333-7000  ext. 2464; Fax (403) 3 4 7 -4818  or e-mail afallon@ telusplanet.net
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Holiness and Heaven
In reference to Frank Moore’s excellent article on entire sanc­

tification (Mar. ’97), it is my opinion that he could have been a 
bit more clear on the answer to the question “Do we have to be 
entirely sanctified to get into heaven?” I would have answered 
“yes,” but that if a person has been completely obedient to all the 
leading of the Holy Spirit and has not experienced this relation­
ship with God before death, the Atonement will provide for this 
experience as it surely does for the child who dies before the age 
of accountability.

He is correct in saying “there will be no Christians in hell.” It 
seems that it would be a bit more clear to say that the Atonement 
provides for spiritual need for the person who dies with an up-to- 
date relationship with God rather than to say that the “atonement 
of Christ covers our lack of understanding.”

Just as it is correct that no Christian will be in hell, there will 
be no sin in heaven, and this includes carnality. I am positive that 
the author would not want to imply that a person can go to heav­
en with the carnal nature, but some will read that into his answer.

The H erald  o f  H oliness  is an excellent magazine.
C. Harold Smith 
Nitro, W.Va.

Be More Careful
In a recent article you say, “In Europe the word ‘college’ is of­

ten used to refer to high-school-level studies. Therefore, Mid- 
America became a good candidate for university status.” This is 
utter nonsense.

On the contrary, American college levels—particularly the 
first two years—are regarded as being on the same level as the fi­
nal years of high schools in Europe. U.S. college education is 
generally classified as inferior, with bachelor’s and often mas­
ter’s degrees not adequate to start working on a Ph.D.

Of course this doesn’t say too much besides that Europeans are 
as biased about their educational value as Americans, particularly 
when it comes to business and management studies. I have to 
say, however, that theological education (and that’s the only one 
ENBC is offering) in Europe is on a much higher level than any 
U.S. college that I know of. In German-speaking Europe, for ex­
ample, you cannot even start studying theology without knowl­
edge of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew. (This doesn’t mean their edu­
cation is “better,” just different.)

Anyway, try to be a little bit more careful if you compare the 
U.S. situation to the rest of the world. There are lots of things 
that have a higher quality outside the U.S. than in the U.S., and 
there are certainly multitudes of fields where an individual nation 
believes itself to be “better” than the rest of the world. In most 
cases, however, things are just different, and deducting state­
ments of quality from such comparisons makes no sense at all.

Hermann Gschwandtner
Church o f  the Nazarene Eurasia Region

Sanctification
Thank you so much for “The Question Box.” The question 

concerning entire sanctification that appeared in the April issue 
was especially informative. In fact, I took the time to read it to 
the entire congregation. So many times our people have failed to 
realize that holiness is not a “thing” but a relationship. We are 
not made holy once and for all with a lifetime supply given in ad­
vance. Our holiness is only as good as our present relationship 
with the Lord. I especially appreciated the statement “The filling 
of the Spirit is a moment by moment breathing of God within the 
soul.” I thank the Lord for your steadfastness and for the courage 
to tackle some sensitive subjects.

Rebekah P. Arnold

Herald o f  What?
There was a time when I read the H era ld  o f  H oliness  from 

cover to cover. (I go back to the days of Dr. Chapman.) Its pur­
pose was to spread the doctrine of holiness and get people estab­
lished in the sanctified life. It was filled with food for the soul.

The new H erald  ministers more to the mind, sort of a religious 
Time magazine. The name should really be changed . . .  I don’t 
find enough on holiness to merit the name it carries.

V. W. Reynolds 
Clayton, Del.

Catching Up with the Herald
As a growing boy in a small Kansas town, I remember the 

H erald  from the late ’20s and early ’30s and was very happy to 
renew contact just last year. Sometimes to go forward, one must 
first back up.

Roy D. Poore 
Anderson, Ind.

THE HERALD OF HOLINESS 
“Discover the Herald!”

Fill out this form and mail today 
to start receiving the Herald of 
Holiness. For faster service, 
call toll-free 1-800-877-0700.
Enter my subscription for

□  One year, $12.00
□  Two years, $23.00
□  Three years, $34.00 

Enter a gift subscription at 
$  for year(s) and send

Name

Address

Citv State/Prov. Zip

□  Bill me.
□  Enclosed is mv check for $

To charge your order to Visa or MasterCard, call toll-free
1-800-877-0700.

Name

Address

Citv State/Prov. Zip

P hone( 1

Make checks payable to: Herald of Holiness
The local Church of the Nazarene I attend is

Name of Church

Address

C ity _______________________ State/Prov._________Zip

If ordering by mail, clip and send to:
The Herald of Holiness

Nazarene Publishing House 
P.O. Box 419527 •  Kansas City, MO 64141
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Words of Faith m m

Eucharist
ROB L . STAPLES

Rob L. Staples has made a career of 
teaching the Christian faith as a pastor 
and as a professor at Southern Nazarene 
University and Nazarene Theological 
Seminary.

T h e  s a c r a m e n t  o f t e n  c a l l e d  “The 
Lord’s Supper” also goes by various 
other names in the New Testament 
and in the Christian tradition, such as 
“Communion” or “Holy Commu­
nion,” “The Supper” or “The Meal,” 
“The Table of the Lord,” and the 
“Breaking of Bread.” One of the old­
est names, and one used increasingly 
today, is the word Eucharist.

The Greek word eucharist means 
“thanksgiving” and is from the Greek 
verb eucharistein, “to be thankful.” A 
form of the word is found in each of 
the four New Testament accounts of 
the Last Supper (Matthew 26:26-30; 
Mark 14:22-26; Luke 22:14-20; 1 
Corinthians 11:23-26) where Jesus 
gave thanks over the bread and the cup 
before giving them to the disciples.

In New Testament times the Lord’s 
Supper was an occasion of joyful cel­
ebration. This was the case whenever 
Christians ate together, not only in the 
Eucharist itself but at other times of 
fellowship. “They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts, praising God and en­
joying the favor of all the people” 
(Acts 2:46-47, n i v ) .

In the early centuries, the Eucharist

was not a solemn, mournful occasion, 
but a festive one. By the late Middle 
Ages, the mournful note had become 
the dominant one. Unfortunately, this 
note has persisted far too long in 
many churches, both Catholic and 
Protestant. Happily, though, it is 
rapidly disappearing in much of 
church life today. The Lord’s Supper 
is a feast. It represents fiesta, not fu­
neral. For happy families, mealtime is 
a joyful time. It should be even more 
so when the family of God gathers for 
the Lord’s Supper.

The Church in the New Testament 
followed the example of Jesus in giv­
ing thanks by the use of bread and 
wine, probably following a Jewish 
pattern of praise, thanksgiving, and 
supplication. To its own detriment, the 
Church has sometimes forgotten the 
influence of Jewish worship on Chris­
tian eucharistic thought and practice. 
When this has occurred, Christian 
worship has tended to be­
come weak and sentimen­
tal, losing its robustness.
Just as the Jews celebrated 
God’s mighty redemptive 
acts in their various festi­
vals, so in the Eucharist 
Christians proclaim and 
celebrate the work of God 
in His acts of redemption.

We learn from the writ­
ings of the apostolic fa­
thers that the New Testa­
ment note of thanksgiving continued 
to be sounded in connection with the 
Eucharist in post-New Testament 
times.

In the Epistle of Ignatius to the 
Ephesians is this admonition: “Gather 
together more frequently to celebrate 
God’s Eucharist and to praise Him.
For when you meet with frequency, 
Satan’s powers are overthrown and his 
destructiveness is undone by the una­
nimity of your faith.” And Justin Mar­

tyr, in the second century, wrote that 
before the distribution of the elements, 
the one presiding at the Lord’s Supper 
“sends up prayers and thanksgivings 
to the best of his ability, and the con­
gregation assents, saying the Amen.”

The Eucharist, then, is a time for 
celebration, praise, and thanksgiving 
to God for His works in creation and 
in redemption. In the Eucharist, the 
Church speaks on behalf of the whole 
creation, for the world that God has 
created is represented at every Sup­
per—in the bread and the fruit of the 
vine, products of the earth and of hu­
man labor; and in the persons of the 
faithful, who make intercession for all 
humanity. The Eucharist thus signifies 
what God desires the whole world to 
become—an offering of praise to God 
the Creator, a universal communion in 
the Body of Christ, and a kingdom of 
justice, love, and peace in the Holy 
Spirit.

Eucharist means thanksgiving for 
all that God has accomplished in the 
history of salvation, for what He is 
doing now in the world and in the 
Church, and for the future fulfillment 
of His kingdom we anticipate each 
time we gather at the Lord’s table. 
When we approach the table, then, let 
us sing, with Charles Wesley:
Come, let us join with one accord 
Who share the supper o f the Lord,

The Lord’s Supper is a feast. It 
represents fiesta, not funeral.

Our Lord and M aster’s praise to 
sing;

Nourish ’d  on earth with living bread, 
We now are at His table fed,

But wait to see our heavenly King.

To see the great Invisible 
Without a sacramental veil,

With all His robes o f glory on,
In rapturous joy  and love and praise 
Him to behold with open face,

High on His everlasting throne, iq
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