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'fflB CHALLBNG& OF fflB Naf GBNa~ION 

A gene.ration has come 0£ age since I le:ft these sacred pre. 

cincte. Because I am padly responsible for it aa a :f'athez, pastor• 

and px~•sor, l thought it might be adv~ w share together 
. ..,,. .. . ii,...r 

eoaaa obeanuiona int.be ueu ~• l - aon t•iltu. 'l'ime 

for .January 6, 1967 caU. .this generation "The Now Generation" 

and i"t baa al.Xeady become the subject of several cUscuaaions. 

&t be can beat. bl, viewed ~¥Oil the c-.i,u.s. Perhaps he p:reaenta 

a challenge to Nuuene Religious :~BdllC&tlon and Theology aa wel~ 

as to :l:Ce Bvangellstio Mbaion. 

Of COW:M tbia f.antt ihe ~£rat tae this generation bas been 

analyzed. Net leae than eighteen s'tudiea have appeared inow:rent 

eveme maou.lnea since 1961. Loot( in 1961 called it "The ax.. 

plosive Generation, -'annary 3, 1961, because )IOUllg people ue 

the l.eadera 0-1 revol't and ma.rcbaa in all parts ~ the world. News ... 

~ lxdore that ~ - out, called 'tbaa''The Fun Worshippers" • 

Decembe• 11, 1961 •• Since only about tive percent are activists, 

S&tUJ4V !Y!Pi!\9 Poet ... Dllcaaber 23, 1961 ... said it wae ~ nTbe 

Cool Generation" jus'I what we have lll&de thelL and very often llhat 

we have said they were not. saturday R!Yi• - December a, 1962 -

in 1962 suggee'eed they wexe the result 0£ "The Television and 
I 

Adveniaing Generation" and were a new generation CC>Jmi"tted to 

soae good causes and identit'iecl with 'the deprived. By the tiae 

1963 Saturday Evenin2 !:2!!, .... October 1a. 1963 - was calling them 
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''The Toi:m.ellted Generation" bec;aus,a d their uncertainty, anguish• 

tension, and suicidal records. U,. s. ~ .!!!! World R!P,2:rt -

February 1?, 1964 - in 1964 COllld see a "serious, but spoiled 

genera't!on". T:ble - January 19, 1965 .. and Navsweek - March 32, -
1965 - earned articles in 1965 port:r:a)'ing their _f'ads and :fancies, 

. -· .... 
but a pspi,ldatrist 1n tile adcaQo Daf.17 N-. May 151 1965 • eall­

ed i't - 11abandained_ gea.erat!on1• beeause i-zenta have given thea 
·:, . 

too much too soon ani ~ -- ~ef't thea too S1Cb to 'their own control. 

' .... 

Last Fall.,~- Septaaber 20}, 1966 - smr ~hall as an "open gen-

eration" trying to :find 'that 1lhich is missing in ~e, and also • 

in 1966 Paul. C. Haxper, .Jr. in Vital~ - November 1, 1966 • 

said they are preoccupied with give topiee1 m,ney, aex. au-tomobiles, 

educatiell, and the war. Noa Tiaa claeosea the "madex twenty.five -
age group" as J;ts 1967 Man o:f the Year because they Ifill soon re­

present the IIMljority a£ the population, are cbarac'teriaed by accel ... 

e:r:a'ted cbange engsoeeed in 'the culture, highly pra{iJll&'tic, t'inding 

and aeneing ■auing on aany level.s, iasae-oria:lted "' . • • ,-t u .. 

t'luenced by ba orgauuaed aovaa•ts and widening a generational 

gap which aay be the c:ruciaJ social issue in the next fifty yeua. 

What is so signliieaa't ia tba1: they ue "not merely a new 

generation. but a new kiDd o~ generation". Never has one been so 
\ 

assertive, so articulate, so weU-educa'ted or so WDrldlY". They 

are a via'ta of change accel.erating in every directicm. More ha& 

happed in many :fields :f.n theJ.r short lixetime than baa happened 

in a doaen previous generations. They have seen Buck Rogers trans-
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disconcerting to realia,, that the arena is being :removed from the 
~ 

'I; 

col.lege classroom. 'l'be college age may be too late to do any 

t'urther mprovement •. Studies aade by Philip E. Jacob in Changinsz 

Va1ues _!!! Col.!!SJe - Na, York: Hupel' & Bre~xs Publish·; 57 -

conclude th&'t the)' cmae with a aet • values and 1, 

were -tuau:h,g to a pre-ado 1.eaceart age in orde~ to correc't and ill• 

prove potential gang ~•• If this is not success£u1, he says 

he will go to the 6.8. year old group. 'l"he President o~ the United 

Sta.tea pxopoaed January 10, 190? lowering the age o'L the Head 

Start Prograa to three yeax- olda to reaeh children before it is 

too late. • 

Allla:d.ca is concemad about its end product. We in the Colleg• 

are concemed about the ld.Jad ~person•• produce.. Studies are 

cone:tan"tly Ulldarlf&Y "to try to 1mpmve. But • we are hecoming in­

creasingly cOIICU'Ded aboU't the produo-t oomtn9 to ue. 

AU of tbe resourcea. o;t all oar iaatitu'tlona should be lmought 

to beU upon the probl- ot challenging the Now Genera'tiOll 11hlch 

baa the poeaibilJ.tles o~ doing eo aach. %he generational gap bu 

a.brays existed, bu'I a cbasa need not develop. We can adjust to 

some o:t the di:t:terencea. Qsange need not bother us. So1ae ·o:t it 

will be taken in stride - just as the ~a"ther re£used the auto to 

the son becmsae· he walked llben be wu that age; the :future father 

will refuse the rocket ship by saying, "Why, when I was )'OU age •••• 
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I ••• 11 • Charles Malik S&)'S that change onl.y touches 'the l.ess 

i.q,ortant ••• nevex the heart and essence •... Far from 

burning incese to the god of change. we must therefore humbly 

give God the _praise ... Saturday Review August 6, 1966. 
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So this message must be p%oclaiud, and if it. is pX"OClaimed 
..... 

someone must warn, encourage and poin't a pzope,: direc1:ion. Per .. 

ha.pa my pu%p0Se £or this paper is to suggest that Naaarene Clu:is­

tian Fducation bu some possibilities to become an interpreter. 

However it baa its dangers. We add the £ourth "B•1 , brains, to 

Stuart Cbase-.•tt three - Bombs, Babies. Bu.lldoaers which could de- . 

stroy ua. The educated man brings into reality the gadgets which 

could dest%(>y us, ).let i 't ia 'the "Brainyt' crowd that si ta and dreams 

in a theoretical world li1:tle caring what goes on around them. 

Hitler roae to power While the Gennan Scholars were enamored with 

their ab&trac't thinking. The grea.'t philosopher, Karl Jasper,s has 

adlaitted he neglected seeing anything wrong in the Nui rise 'to 

power - !! Februar_y s, 1966. Erle Ho£~er aaye "The intellectuals 

didn't l.et ou.t a peep as the Sta1inist cult aro•e in Rusaia". 

&~ we are living in a time when ~he resources 0£ the in~el­

lectual. wo.rld are being brough't to bear upon the problems of our 

world. 1be educators have been speaking out. By 'this time, )'OU 

are asking what does all of this have to do with us? Just this: 

young people are ready to act and are prepared to do something; 

but the adolescent can solve the problems 0£ t·be world, but he can­

not solve his own problems. There.fore, he needs a leader. Arthur 
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A, Cohen. in. speaking o~ Judai• i.rl his new book • reviewed tn 

satur4!l Review, Jan...ary 26, 1963, p 49 - ob&ervesa "We have no 

prophets now. Instead ·we have theologians", So my message ia 

a plea £or the retw:n 0£ the pi:ophe-t • the interpreter of the 

times and CODDunic;a:te i:t to a generation Which is ready to ac't. 

la &pita oe being accused~ defensiveness Abd prejudice, 

one notea tha't we have been grea.Uy concexned about the higher 

ins~itut!ons o-1! learnt.no in OUI' church as it aft'ecta the ministry. 

Several studies have been made and excellent suggestions have 

come, and we welcome th.ea. But wonders U we ue asking enough 

questions? 

Whi1e we share SOiie 0£ the blame £or a shortage, we have been 

prodllcing good la)'llerl. Our Olivet Alumd S~udy - 1965 - ahoWs 

72" of oux lay gradu&t88 axe active in the WO%k 01 the church. ?he 

pexceQtage still Nasaxene corresponds cloeelywith 01;11: pxesent 

student body. The number o'I minia'tua bu decreased over the )'88.r&, 

but only tan percen't o-£ the Juniox-Saniox High School atudenta ou.'t 

o~ 1200 on our campus last !Pall came to our religion career ean:tnas-. 

Seventeen percent o~ oux present student body indica:te 80Dl8 full ... 

time ~istian service u a vocation. Recent s~nicea by a Gen­

eral Superintenclent, Missionary, and f.liaic Professor ahow one has 

little di:f~iculty getting Olivetians to volunteer tor service U 

God calls. 

The image o~ the average Nazarene minister ia not as bad in 
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the minds- o£ h'esmen and Sophomores. 65 % 0£ them see him as 

a eou1 winner or bur«Wn bearer; 6095 see him as a godly pereon. 

the hJ.gheait badrhaxact~istic 1s on1y 15%. 
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OUr All~ Study s~ ~ have been successfu1 in moet everv 
, 

axea o£ oux- objectives e>ccept the ones which make us a college 
.... 

per ae • • • \~ic ex,cellence. A cartoon film st.ill attxacts 

more students 1:ban a lyceum lecture. Asking ministers on £our 

dis'tricta What. was the latest book they had read proved to be 

such an Embarrassing conversation 'topic that it forced this writer 

to change the subject. So we have not instilled in them too 

great a desixe £or books or the theoretical world. 

We •hal.1 p.roduce more ~iatian worke%s • but we ask what 

happens to the minister after we have trained him? I& Thomas 

Mullen correc~ in saying tba't we have a lot o£ insignificant men 

doing insignificant work and that we have enough good men fit :for 

the ministry, bui: we do not have a ministry that is fit for our 

best men ... '111! Renewal ,9! !h,! Ministry. Nashville: Abingdon Preas, 

1963. p. ss. 

'l'be ~ number o~ ordained elders coming 'to us doing o~i 

l'°rk to educate their children (for ministera children drop out 

110:ra t'requen'tly than we like, more often than children 0£ ouato­

dians) causes us to ask U the culture in which we live doesn't 

de!land something more than we are giving. The mi.saionary is pro­

vided some .freedola f'rom certain worries in this area, but little 
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is bein9 done in the States fox the mimst.er. Tension develops 

every time a student quotes a chuJ:ch leades- aa authority to justify 

a major in education in ol:'der to l!lake a liV'ing in a amal.1 pastor­

ate. Trying to mix two professions ls impossible; one o,: the othex 

~u.f'fera and it isn't fair to the chuxeh or the school. 

Tbie 1eada to a second question ,,,. hOIPI 1D.UCb o-£ how fa% has 

the cul.tu.re a:t;fected us? Soae would ..-eeponc1 quickly like the man 

wl1o didn·• t believe in pre.natal. infiu.ences - he a aid bis mother 

d:topped a xecoJrd just bet'ore he was bom and it badn•t affected, 

aff'ected, affected, a.f~eeted ~ him. One only needs. to look at 

atatistJ.ca and aee tba't 'the value o~ Church buildings baa increased 

more than seven timee faster. and the total raised ',fo~ all purposes 

bas increased at least three times £-aster than the emu-ch mm. ... 

bership in the past twearty )leUa. 

Dr. Bdl9in Espy bas ramu:ked that those who take A stand of' 

anti-in.volvment in the Qlltw:e ace. the ones most often vic'lim:bed 

by it. Are we vic·U.111s o-1 o.a cul:tuze or can we rise above i't and 

trans£ona it? 

In a recent assembly 'the leader wan.'ted the pastors to t:epoJ:'t 

the number o~ conversions by .faith, but few reported this itt.m 1n 

comparison to the budgeta paid becauae the back wall over the pulpit 

bad a huge chart o~ those paid. What we advertise or propagandiae, 

we sell aa being importan't. One District Church School Board Chair­

man cried that all Nasa.renes could ta1k about -was Sunday Srmool, 



[ 

l 
[ ' '· 

[ .• 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

Q 

[ 

L-

L 
L 

L 
[ 

( 

[_ 

9 , 

att-endance; but loolcing at his page in the district paper, this 

i$ what one sees. A survey of such papers might reveal what we 

consider to be important. 

It is interea~ing to note 'that t-be Cadillac• driven by i,'ive 

fqll time evangelists on our camp,1:4 i:ecently is quite different 

.from tbe Ford with two gu tanks «iven by an--ear-~ General Super­

intendent to· my ~• a generation aQQ. Thia speaks voluaea 'to 

our -s-'tudents about the et.feet of the cul.ture upon us .. 

_ No one can return to the good old days, but the frightening 

thing is tba't the now generation is more often influenced by the 

prese.nt than the past. They know more about Roy Rogers than Buck 

Roget:s. With all due respect to a gJ:eat church leader one acbired, 

they know more about Cha,:lie Cbapl.in than J. B. Chapman, It does 

little good 1:0 quote any older genex-ation unless they can see some 

of that genexation in us. Bishop Emsley of the Me~odist Church 

has said that the church has beccme so much like tbe world it ia 

powerl.ess to change the world. 'lhe &litor of our Kankakee Daily 

.Journal quo'tes one o.f his z-eportera Who a'tudied news accounts of 

the churches as saying, ttReading theee, one get• the idea that all 

'they are interested in oould be Busa.are, Bingo, Buildings". J. s. 

Coleman suggests that the modem adoleecen't needs some contrasts 

. in our society with which to judge - B!,! Adolescent Society . New 

York: The hee Press of Gl.encoe, 1961. Perhaps we need a re-tum 

ot the dedica'tion of people like the Rec:babi~s ot Jerellliah 35, 
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bu'C G. Canphell Morgan suggeRS theae were bound by tbe tramnel.& 

o£ uadltJ.on. We need to ask, can we ~lexa.w S01Be coDU'uta and 

atil1 have uni'ty? Puhaps owr ~ s~tiona coul.d· teach ua a 

:tew J.eaaans. :for we •ve· bea1 al,lle 'tO absozb cu.t~1m1 dit.terences 

1:hen much be'tter tban we have in 'the Staus., This is not "to 

advocate tbe dumping ot OU¥" '.traditions, to• Blwa T);lteblood wuna. 

in a new book ~os Spring. we :ta,:;e • ~ban gaaeratioa" cu"t ott 

hoa the past, tf 111e tail. to eee man¥ o:f 'the ideas td today are 

repetitiODS o* older erro¥f$. ... ~iet:1.aniti ~• January 6, 1067. 

Augwrtinete concept ~ grace becomes 'the basis for a Pmt'eseor in -

the Uhiversity o1 Chicago to anawe¥' the "Theo~hanatologiate", to 

use a Gridexian praa-e. A graduate st;udent thei:e, asking twenty 

eimpl.e Bible and ReUgi0\1.5 quee'tions • diagnosed the saenta1 illneas 

of 909& ~ so cases chosen in a. sa1111>le, This does not 

mean that one Who IQ2I us the Bible WiU be a pa,cbiatxiat, but i't 

does mean the age old pxobl.ems an aiallar. In the Jt0dan1 cont~ 

ver&J' ows na'tm:a41 aoaa o~ tba grea1 _. ~ tbe ~ lave tau9Jrt 

the nenrdahip xespoae1b11iti•, as one pointed out tbai Manin 

Luther .. appoint.at keeper o:t the r-oaaunl ty :tiahpond. r-tart..in 

Marty raaarked in a student ~ereace lu-'t Fall that ours is not 

a purely- secula% aociety; scratch the euldace, one Call see the 

religious in:tluence. 

A third question deals wi'th our me1:hoda. Someone has asked, 

which ia better to do tbe right thing in a wrong way or the wrong 

thing in a right way? To answer tba~ question is like asking, have 
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stopped beating your wife? Either answer gets one in trouble. 

But the pragmatism of the Now Genera'tion reminds me of that 

Church School Board CltairlliaD who said to his district convention 

about attendance: 111 don°t care how you do it, just so you do 

it". When he was questioned, he thought it best to change the 
.... 

subject by asking. for a dollar ~or the .o£rering £0~ the Assembly 

Leader who had just lost his beautiful sui"ts by the.ft. Many of 

our succ;ess stories have a certain pra~tic ring to them. We 

Accept whatever gets the job done, but we must be willing to give 

an account for the consequences 0£ what we inadvertantly teach. 

This may be wha't they are learning more ot'ten than what we de­

liberately espouse as·-. our ends. I have seen some evil come from 

Bible Quizzing in the years I have been associated with it at 

Olivet. Bickering over rul.es has brought hard .feelings. I heard 

the other day ot' one boy who bas figured a way to beat the game. 

When his f'ather told him it was cheating, he responded, they de­

libera'tely foul in a b$ke'tball guae to gn the vall so why can•t 

I give aid to my team-mate - all X will get is a :foul. 

What we teach by worshipping may be more than we can de­

libera1:ely teach in the classroom. In a recent meeting, the 

pastor went through his f'oxm while saying he was free from form. 

Student& seeing worship leaders and visitors talking on the plat­

t'oxm during service leaxn how 'to 0 tum o~f" the evangelist in a 



12 

simil.a.r :fashion~ Need I go on? 

Fourth, are we. victims o~ our Ollffl. suoceas in our emphasis 

upon a. personal expexience 1n 1be two crises 0£ saivation and 

entire sanotU'lcatlon? Reading of the number at the altar shows 

we p%he the crisis quJ.te hlgbl.y. Some must be repeaters. One 

r4 our gJ:"eat~ pmblems witb college . etudenta is the :tact -that 

they have tried and 'tried, · and £ailed beca11se M some problem 

which needed to be understood; so they have failed, so why try 

again? I realize it is easiex to :tame a :fanatic than to put life 

into a corpse, but one hates to hear a person deride his earli~ . 

childhood experiences wh:leh wexie real., Another one 0£ his problems 

is rela~ed to ~th and deVelopaaent of bis body. For instanoe. 

one leadei: among the men estimates 609'6 o~ the spiri"tua.l problems 

0£ men s'tudenta relate 'to sex - masturbation or human arousal. 

Ano-tber area dea.la with the genera'tional gap .. parents and children 

are quite '£ax apart. Parente have no time for them, 

l'hia bslngs the ~i.fth question 1nm :focus. What do we cSo 

with a genera'tion that is sensing meaning on many level.a and la 

trying to understand his humanness? It ia true we have wxit'ten 

abou'I holineaa and the human element, bu't we probably could spell 

it ou"t .much moreplainly. A recen't chapel series on e'thics was 

cxitlcized by our student newspaper because we didn't become mo~e 

specific to their actual problems. 

Quite o:tten their questio_ns rela1:e to the day by day de-
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cisions,. not otten in the realla o~ right versus wrong, but in 

the area 0£ tlle good and the bettM'. Their £uture depends upon 

the decision to turn or not turn the knob on this or that door 

of opporttD1ity. One )'Oung man migb't still. be alive if he had 

not beao persuaded to atay for the revival service and had driven 
-~-

back to 'the cupua earlier. Perhaps he baa chosen the higher 

value, but a needed voice is gone. 

Maybe we need more .Joumals and Letters of leaders in print. 

John Wesley's materials in these u .eaa provide valuable source 

material even today. Studen'ts tel.l us that the best chapel pro­

gr8111S are when Faculty members just relate a testimony of e:xper-

ience. 

q_ John Wesley de1'ended tbe use~ one•s mental p0111rers, "I 

neither teach nore believe that the ordinary operations 0£ the 

Spirit do overpower the natural t'aeul.ties" - Letters, IV, p.123. 

An honest and revennt decision Dade by a CO!IDitted Christian in 

the be8't light and lcnolfledge he baa &'t the aoaent auat be the wJ.11 

o~ ~ or else God is obligated to open or close the door 0£ op. 

portunity. The Bible o:f'ten gives credit to God :for actions and 

decisions made in a very human way. God doesn't often speak in 

audible voices or extraordinary mannei-s - most often in the day 

by day human workings. One night ask if the Now generation has 

to tum to the secular city for advice or can he sanctify al.l o~ 

li£e? 
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The sixth question :la bow can we ¥each an "issue-oriented'' 

generation Who identifies especially now with the deprived and 

under-privileged? We ahou1dn•t have any less emphasis upon the 

neceesity of dealing with su, in man, but have we taken a stand 

when we refused to take a S'tand in many prominent and clear cases? 

A study of our Suncll!q.r School Uterature made by an unpre-
... ....._.._._._~--= 

judiced non-Nuarene rates ·us good and :e:Heellent in all objectives 

except the Church and the Christian S:,c:lal Order, where we rate 

only a fair grade. Perhaps _this is partially due to the lack 

of a doctrine of the Chuzch and the Millenium, as much as our 

emphasis upon pE;trsonal regeneration versus socJ.al. iq>rovement. 

Faaecl w.l t-b 'the warning o-L Herbert Wallace Schneidez- in 

!!!!_Puritan~. Ann Arbor: Universi"ty 0£ Michigan, 1958, p .. 264 -

that When people lose their piety they turn to doing good, I still 

ask, where do our people get their social and pol.itical ideas? 

From the labor unions, the street hawkers, the coffee klatch? 

Personal. s-egenez-ation and entire sanctUlca'tion axe primary, bu't 

my sanc'tit'ied Nuarcme parents sUl.l would insis't upon a Negro 

going to the back door. Pentecost didn't obange Peter until God 

sent a special revelatJ.on. Wbai ia our obligation in a day where 

issues a.re so important to dignifying every man? I do not ad-­

vocate larl.ess marching, but I wonder i:f we have courage to put 

truly integxated pictures in our U. tera'ture besides the standard 

missions "Jesus loves the little children" pic-ture? Perhaps our 

l{.ankakee ministers had just reason, but they :refused to sign a 

.. ~ ' . ·-· _ .. 
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sta'tement in the paper recently recogniaing racial bro'therhood 

and the WJ:'Ollg& our society has placed t1J>OD the Negro. Yes, we 

witnessed! 

The seventh ques'tion t.he Mano-£ the Year raises is related 

to the inati'tutional chureh. Can we reach than through it? I am 

not so 1:eady 'tO give up on the church. l cou.ld state a case tor. 

the organlsa:tton. but God .quite ot'um bypasses the regular chan. 

nels .. 7ll:ls is seen in the Bible in Melchiaedek, Jehp'thah, Amos, 

Bethlehem$ Jeeus, the disciples, Paul. At times centrifugal 

:forces have pushed men like Lu'ther, Wesley, Bresee out of 'the 

older groups. The :f:L~th :form 0£ Chris'tian nurture, the Sunday 

School, started outside the church. 

J. Ibnald Butler• says, ''While the e1't'orta were genuinely 

benevolent it $hollld not be assumed they were nothing but bene­

volent, fox 'they were mixed with fear, :fear 0£ wha:t would happen 

to the so-called better people, and to Bnglish society as a whole 

i.f these evil.a o~ a newly created society were allowed to thrive 

and grC/11 unchecked •••• Few i:t any gs"eat social advances are 

achieved by pure motivation. Some'times rather good things ue 

done for rather bad reasons" • ~eli«Jio.!!! Bducation. New York: 

Hu:per & Row, 1962 1 pp. 55-56. 

God has worked in You.th Fo,: Christ and 1s wo2:king in Canpus 

Crusade £or Christ Interna.tional. Will He more often work ou.t­

side than inside? 
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.James o. Smart says God sometimes tears down What we have 

built, tbeol.ogieally and practically, 1n order that he may clear 

the ground for a planting and building of his own. - ~ Int!!}>re­

tation o£ scripture. Ph:lladelphiat Westminster Pres•• 1961i, p. 

301. 

Dr. Trueblood ata'tee tba't one o--L 'the greatetrt- theological 

gains of the 'tWent.ieth century has been widespread recognition 

of the necessity of the Church in any vital Chris'tianity .•. 

the fellowship is intrinsic and is never optional, if the life o~ 

Christ ls to make an iJll>act OD 'the WOX'ld - Chrietianity Today. 

January 6, 1967. 'l'bere ia a poesiblity o£ doing something tor 

Kenneth s. Latow:et'te, a 1eading Church historian, has said,. 

"how can an)'Ona talk about a poat-~istian era, when there ha:! 

never been a Christian e:r:iL?'t 

With 'the corrective possibilities within the church t'ellow­

ship I believe it is 'time t'or us to spel.1 out a doctrine 0£ the 

Church. In closing may we ask - is it no'C time to really evaluate 

the work of the local church,. not only just from a clinical point 

of · view which ie gaining greater success, but also w see U we ue 

really accomplishing oux objectives in the li:te ~ the individual?-

Perhap& 'the Now Generation can remind us that Now is the time 

of salvation .•. i:t we will hear His voice and harden not our 

hear1:s •.. for they represent not just one bal.f o~ the population 

and evangelistic potential but 70~ o~ all tho$& we reach. 
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AODBHDUM 

NDCBP' CONFBRBNCR - August 22-24, 1967 

I. Since this paper was presented in tcanaas city in January, 
' 

other articles ha.ve appeared in leadfng period.icals to verUy 

the challenge of this generation. Kiplinger•s £b!:n9ing Times -

June, 1967 - bas an article suggesting they are a "~estless Gen­

eration" ready to go into ac'tion to change the wor1d the adults 

have made. 

Dr. Milo Kauf'Jlllll asked University of Illinois students what 

they would like to hear in a Centennial Symposium on pressing 

issues, (1) What invests me with value as an individual? (2) 

What absolutes, what givens, impose limits upon my :freedoa? ... 

Christiam:ty lbda)"., February 17 • 1967. 

w. D. Rober1:son in a speech, "The Second Shock Wave", re­

peats they are a "Revolting Generation" tha't "respects action 

more than slogans". Vital Speeches. Aprl.115, 196?, p. 411. 

Characteristics ( 1) So many o~ them ( 2) pll,aically iapressive 

(3) uninhibited (4) concerned (5) ac'tion. 

II. Survey of Scri.pturama Contestants - o. N.c. April. 1967 -

72 responses. by James Line 

1. ,~.ppeal is to the younger teen-ages and some continuing interest 

(1) Range is 13-19 years - median 16 

(2) 55% are Juniors and Seniors (20) each but 52% o~ these 

have had 3 or more years o£ ~erience. Only 25% of these 
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are :first year; 159' o:f Seniors are tira't :,,ear Quiazers. 

( 3) 439' of all 72 have 3 or mo~e yea.rs of experience. Only 

2. Above average student&. A = 189' - B = 699' 

3. Appeals to gUls ( 42) more than bo)'8 ( 30.) • 

"· Some :l.ndioaUon that thia ia a compensatory activity for the 

lack o£ participation in the more popular school activities. 

(1) Very few participate in 1:he spectator-contact sports. 

s. 

A. Boye .. 3 t'ootball, 6 basketball, 14 other sports. 

B. Girls - 3 cheerleaders, 2 b&aketball., 7 other sports. 

(2) 54% belong u, school choral group. 

(3) Reading and c::hurch activities domJ.na:te spare time. 20% 

each. 

( ~) 94% :felt their church provided enough activ1:ties. 
,t) f:1'7, Jv,ii,(_ ~ ~ ~~ ~ 1-r-- er.- .. L.> ,_ ~. 

Avuage or bel.ow school leadership - High church leadership 

and participation. 

(1) .14'5 school class of:f'icu 

(2) 23.69' nudent council lllElllbeJt 

(3) 40% school club officer 

(4) 62.5" N:YPS ot't'icer 

(5) 3296 Sunday School teacher 

(6) 86.1% a'ttend church camp 

(7) 33-1/396 axe international instituters 
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6. I~luences religious eJq>erience and other decisions -

although not necessarily toward religious careers. 

(1) 209& £el't Ouizzino influenced decision on education. 

(2) 47% :felt Quizzing changed their views, convictions, 

attitudes toward lUe. 
.. ----

( ~) Ollly 1,~ are choosing religion or missionary majors in 

college. 

?. Dominates a considerable amount o:f their time. 

(1) 10 to 500 hours 

(2) Median - 50-74 hours 

(3) 10 hours per week was a response o£ several 

a. No gr•ter 1:ensiona or emotion&l activity than other, but it 

is the big.hes~ emotional ac-tivity in which they have participated. 

(1} 77'Yo t'el't it was highest emotional activity in which they 

ever participated. 

(2) 299' :telt heal'th problem nausea~ fainting, 

(3) 5'6 .felt nenous tension too s'tX'Ollg. 

9. 'lhe teaaa could be smaller - ind1vidnal representatives. 

(1) Sixteen leadhig scorers made 56~ ot total score. 

(2) ~ o:f individual. scores made one haU' o:f team score. 

( 3) 7S~ o~ individual scorers made more than 36% cd team. score. 

10. It is not a wi:tnessi.ng mediu:11.. 

(1) 36?1 :felt their high school :friends were interested or 

enthused about it. 

(2} 359' £elt it was square, waste o-L time or scom. 
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III. Youth Problems 

1. Survey of Lutheran _:,outh • Merton P. Strommen. Profiles 

of <llurch Youth. St. Lous: Concordia Publ.ishing House, 1966. --------- -- Pastor's rating 
l. Vocationa1 3 
3. Instruction in Chriatian ·v1ew of Sex, 5 

Courtship, aauiage 
3. Christian outreach .,.._ 2 
4. Pmbl• wl'th aeU - :''~-·~ :.:-\ .:. ·.:. 6 ~-. 
s. . sp:lr:l tual growth 1 
6. School relationships • :·, If 
7. Family relationships 4 

The generational gap ia great. between pastors and you~:. 

2. Survev o£ 100 Olivet Co-eds. 

I. ss~ felt parents understood them in high school 
• 2,. 61% :felt church helped in social growth 
3. 44% felt church helped in intellectual growth 
4 .. 8996 tel"t chllrch helped in spiritual gZ'OW'th 
s. Parents (61%) influenced them the l1I06't to accept faith. 

Friends (15%) - Mininer (13%) .. Church leader (5%) 
Relative (3%} 

6,. Local church has helped -in personal concem of: 
a. vocation "" yes( 27) • no (13) 
b. view of sex - yes (37} - no(_63) 
c. Christian ou'treach - yes (5S) - no (45) 
d. probl.aaa of sel:f - yes (48 ... no (52) 
e. spiritual 91:tMth - yes (as)~ no (1S) 
f. family relAUonahipe • yes (49) • no (Sl) 

1. Only 3595 believe 1:ha cbuzcb ia doing an adequate job 
in promo"ting i ta message to 'the world. 

IV,, Church Gxowtb 

1. Top nine SUnday Schoo1a 585 in attendance since 1949. 

(1) 61.59' are still on tbk. '.list r.-.ge .from 1-8 
( 2) 5695 show a loss in 1-s years . 
( 3) 13% show less than one gain per year 
(4) 10.496 show 10 gain per year 
(5) 41.Zfb shoW less than 3 per year 
(6) 1.29' show 21 l'1ain per year 
( 7) Mil show 3-9 per year 

2.· Only S 0£ the churches on the list of the top so in giving 
are in cities of less than 25,00 - Herald of Holiness, 
May 3, 1967. 




